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Letter from the President

Lone Star BMW CCA Chapter Volunteers

Raymond Mimick

President

Raymond Mimick

president@lscbmwcca.org

It’s that time again—time to look back, look forward
and realize how blessed we are to have friends with
shared interests and common experiences. This car
club is connected together by a specific brand—
BMW—but yet we are open to all other marks. Of
course, if you join a BMW car club, you will probably
hear all about the good and bad of owning and operating a BMW.

Vice President

Ben Qureshi

vp@lscbmwcca.org

Secretary

Pawel Potera

secretary@lscbmwcca.org

Treasurer

Matt Dashiell

treasurer@lscbmwcca.org

Member at Large

Jyl Miller

atlarge@lscbmwcca.org

Tourmeisters

Raymond Mimick
Dennis Luczycki
JO Miller

tours@lscbmwcca.org

2018 finished out strong with a great Autocross competition across a lot of classes. At
some of the different social meet & greets, we’ve talked about our lives, vacation destinations, ideas for up coming events and re-connected with new and old friends. The
tour group had a busy year last year and as I was helping to prepare the newsletter,
some of the trips became a blur of a good adventures.

Social
Autocross

Franco Maras

fcmaras@gmail.com or
autox@lscbmwcca.org

Driving Schools

Steve Hodges

shodges883@gmail.com

Club Racing

(open)

Street Survival

Will Atkinson

Editor

Raymond (willing to
give it to someone)
Ben

Membership

Looking into 2019, we will have quite a few events already on the calendar—two Lone
Star Chapter-organized High Performance Driver’s Education weekends, a 9-event autocross that takes us back to Texas Motor Speedway for the first time in a few years and a
great set of tour destinations (Colorado in the summer anyone?). We have been providing some excellent opportunities with our local dealerships to meet the staff and see the
new vehicles and to provide more opportunities to connect with your fellow members.
We’d love to get you more involved in the group and help find your passions. I was once
told that all the money that this person spent on Autocross was equivalent to taking up a
weekend golf game. So...golf or drive, your choice.

Associate Editor
Vendor Relations
Website
Technical Advisors

membership@lscbmwcca.org

will@capretail.com

Trent Cole

tcachtung@lonestarbavarian.com

Nerces Mavelian

nerces@autoscope.co

Photographer

New Van Trailer replaces our large, heavy trailer
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Autocross Update
Franco Maras

Goodbye to 2018!
Thank you all who came out for our last event
of the year and to any of our events during
the year for that matter! It has been an
eventful season and it is with a bit of sadness
we're letting it go. But, fear not, 2019 will arrive quickly and our first event is scheduled
on the 16th of February.

The battle in Class X was also a nail biter, Gerry
T delivered his 2nd win of the year, but that was
only good for 2nd overall in the class as Jerrett
J came in 3rd for the day and took home the
championship by 2 points.
Class Z also waited to the last day to declare its
champion. It turns out that Robert J was 6-tenths
faster for the day and edged out Gary C by 2
points for the year.

The cones will be ready!
The awards ceremony will be on January 26th
at AutoScope Park Cities at 9:00a-noon. AutoScope has offered the use of their Dynos to test some cars. The awards
ceremony is open to all. Come and join us at AutoScope.
AutoX #9 (November 10th)
We had 17 Novices compete during the last day, of which, 10 were out for
the first time. We hope you enjoyed the course and had fun learning how
well your car may handle!

In Class Y, Thomas J managed his 7th win of the year for a perfect score of
70, only matched by Pawel P who also scored a win in the last event. Ray
M won Class C for the day, while Julian Y drove home his 4th win in Class
D and secured his title as well.

The final Fastest Time of the Day (FTD) of the year went to Jeremy F,
after an incredible battle with Blake P in Class F. His Run 8 turned out to
be his victory lap, winning the class by 1 point ahead of Blake!
dbR Q1-2019 (published Jan 10 2019)
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Season Tidbits
So how many cones did you hit during the year?
- Most during a single event goes to Mark B (18), Gerry T (20) and Kerry
E (23)
- Season overall goes to Adrian M (50), Mark B (62) and Thomas J (64).
- 25 drivers never hit a cone (participation in only one event)
- Most consistent goes to Luis M (5 cones at 5 events) and Gary C (18
cones at 9 events)
- Least cones over multiple events goes to Gesner U (1 cone at 3 events),
Kent T (1 cone in 4 events) and Shaw M (2 cones at 7 events)
Do you remember the weather conditions?
- We saw 88°F at the March event
- 31°F, 26 mph wind and snow in the 1st April event
- The temperatures reached 96°F - 99°F in the June and August events
(cool)
We should also note that more than 20 drivers received a free BMW CCA

2019 AutoX Awards and Dyno Days @ AutoScope Park
Cities Saturday, January 26th, 2019

membership for participating at least at 3 events at non-member price
during the season. We plan to continue to offer the same program in
2019.
AutoX #9: https://lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2018/08/lscbmwcca2018no61.pdf

Special Research

Lightspeed Images
Lightspeed Images has been present at a number of our events
and have made some great shots that you have seen on our Facebook page. You can find some great shots of your participation at
http://www.lightspeedimages.com/Lone-Star-Chapter-BMW-Club/

dbR Q1-2019 (published Jan 10 2019)

For those that take your hobby to the next level, Pawel Potera took a Big
Data view to the information generated from each AutoX event. If you
could examine those that consistently did well, could you understand if
you are doing better/worse in your own runs? Pawel’s take on this data is
available to all us for the 2018 AutoX season. How did you do when compared to the FTD person for each event?
See more details / stats in the Season Results: https://
lscbmwcca.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/autocross_results-1.pdf
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2018 AutoX Standings (Winners of each Class)

2018 Standings

D
Julian Yanger
Valeria Marques
F
Jeremy Foley
Blake Pomykal
Matthew Dashiell
G
Mark Butterfield
Ken O
X
Jerrett Jan
Gerry Terranova
John Clark
Y
Thomas Jensen
Nathan Dyck
Tommy Mhire
Z
Robert Jones
Gary Coupland
Robert May
Novice
Pawel Potera
Shaw Merrill
Young Chi
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Tour Updates
Raymond Mimick
The last quarter of 2018, we had a return trip to Eureka Springs, our annual Sunday November drive in East Texas, and our annual Toy Run. We also had two different Christmas Lights tours—one in Jefferson, TX and the other here in-town at the Interlochen
neighborhood of Arlington. As of this newsletter, we also had our 4th annual Hair of the
Dog tour.
Eureka Springs
Our last trip to Eureka Springs was in
early October of 2015. 2018’s trip fell
later in October with the hope the Fall
colors would be present, but we missed
out. We made plans for this trip to be a
Sunday-Tuesday out-of-town trip. We
started off with 4 cars from Fairview,
Gaskins Cabin Steakhouse
eventually adding two more cars at our
lunch stop at the Queen Wilhelmina Lodge. This time, heading along the Talimena Scenic
Byway, we had clear skies and beautiful temperatures. After lunch, our trip to Paris, AR
had no problems and then we took the Pig Trail up to Eureka Springs.
At our hotel, it became
apparent that Rick and
Cindy Carrell had an
inside track with their
special request of one
of the Hot Tub rooms.
Rick and Cindy have
come out for MidAmerica, the BMW 2002
Clockwise: Dennis L, Scott S, Rick C, Lori B, David B,
meet up that happens
Ted G, Michael N
annually in the April
time frame. We decided to head out and celebrate Rick’s birthday at Gaskins Cabin
Steakhouse, a little ways out of town but well worth it.
Scott Schumacher joined us in Eureka Springs for our adventure, riding along with Dennis
Luczycki in his M4. So the group ended up as: Rick & Cindy, Dave & Lori Brown, Ted Glov-
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er, Michael Nied and myself. We had some early
morning fog starting out but then had a great
trip around Boston Mountain. We stopped in
Harrison for lunch, trying out Neighbor’s Mill
Bakery & Café. After lunch, Dave & Lori headed
back to Eureka Springs and the rest started back
around Boston Mountain.
Somehow, the driving group got separated into
two groups but each had a good trip along the
Pig Trail. We met back up for dinner at Emilio’s
and told stories about the car club, projects we
are working on and enjoying our time together.
All was not perfect—we didn’t quite get the fall
colors we were hoping for and on the return
home, in Oklahoma, my car decided to throw a
Not quite fall
mis-fire as I was passing a car. After some diagnosis and a road-side stop, we found that one of the cylinders stopped firing. Rick’s experience was something with a coil would probably be causing the problem. We decided
it we could drive on at reduced power and we all made it home without any further issue. Dennis and Scott stayed behind to enjoy Eureka Springs, hike or drive that Pig Trail
again. Make sure you put Eureka Springs on your destination map for the future.
East Texas Tour
This year’s East Texas tour started out on a cold, cloudy Sunday afternoon in Seagoville
with 15 cars. My car was found to have a valve cover gasket leak, so I volunteered to
ride along with Dennis and enjoyed my time as navigator with Dennis. We had an easy
trip along the way to Palestine and then back up to Canton. This year, Canton’s restaurant availability was very limited. Regardless of the restaurant (which we enjoyed Robles
Mexican Restaurant), we had a great time sharing stories and visiting with all of the new
tour participants.
Toy Run
This year’s toy run was bitter sweet in that Classic
BMW of Plano will no longer be hosting Dallas Cars
& Coffee. Some of us started the day off at Classic,
looking at all the different cars (did you find a
unique exotic or maybe a customized car?). By
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Tour Updates (Continued)

Toy Run, Interlochen

9:30a, people were already starting
to leave so at 10:00a, we met up at
IKEA with 12 cars to head north and
enjoy the twisty roads along FM
455. We had quite a few new members come out and join us.

This year’s Interlochen tour brought out
members from as far away as Texarkana
and all around the Metroplex. We were
worried about rain—but it was a light rain.
We hit just the right time again this year
and did the slow roll through the neighborhood, enjoying the interesting lights. We
decided on Uno’s in downtown Fort Worth
for dinner as a group and 22 of us enjoyed
getting to know more about our new members.

Along the way, we had a great, clear-blue-sky driving day with wonderful temperatures
and then ended at Clark’s Bar-B-Q Output in Tioga.

Christmas Lights, Jefferson
The culmination of the July plans for the Christmas Lights tour came to fruition in early
December with Dennis leading a small group out to Jefferson, TX. The only downside,
rain. Lots and lots of rain. The hotels were great and when the tour of the homes happened, it was interesting but being stuck inside was a drag.
From Cindy Carrell:
Rain, rain, rain! Lovely houses tour! Great food! Fellowship time marvelous! Lights kind
of dud due to rain but we found lots to do: museum, antiquing, shopping, talking,
eating. Perfect weekend in spite of rain. Rick and I got stuck at Waffle House for an
hour- see photo to follow

Hair of the Dog
In our 4th annual Hair of the Dog tour, we had quite a few new members come out to
enjoy the roads in the South-of-Fort-Worth area that we all love. We ended up with 22
cars come out on a Tuesday morning. We changed our starting point to keep everyone
out of the cold weather and when we started our group exit, a State Trooper stopped
one of our participants for too dark tint, no front license plate and potential registration
issue.
We had a slow start to getting everyone gelling together along the route (a missed turn
here and there) but along the way, we had awesome, dry roads even if the temperature
was a little cold. We had a short(ish) route on Tuesday because so many restaurants
outside the Metroplex were closed for New Year’s day but we stopped back at Del Norte
Tacos in Godley and had a great response from our group and a great lunch.

Return to the Twisted Sisters
Make plans for our annual trip down to the twisted sisters on the first weekend
of March. For those that don’t know, the Twisted Sisters refer to a series of
Ranch Roads in and around Leakey, TX that are known for their twisty, hilly
roads. The roads are RR 335, RR 336 and RR 337 with some additional roads
thrown in. This year, we plan to stay in Kerrville, TX at Inn of the Hills Hotel and
Conference Center. Please call 830-895-5000 to reserve your room under the
Lone Star BMW. Room rates will be $99.95/night not including pre-order breakfast buffet($8.95 additional per night cost pre-ordered at time of reservation).
Saturday night, we’ll make plans to head into San Antonio to look around.
dbR Q1-2019 (published Jan 10 2019)
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analysis, we found a lot of fuel in the oil from the turbo blow-by. Blow-by is where the
air/fuel mixture is pushed passed the piston rings and enters the oil system. What this
generally means is that the computer-determined oil change interval was too long and
the oil needed to be changed more often. For those that follow the BMW maintenance
schedule, have you done an oil analysis to see if BMW’s intervals are spot on?

BMW Maintenance Corner
Raymond Mimick
Valve Covers
Welcome to another adventure of
car ownership. There will come a
point in time that your car’s age
or mileage will slowly deteriorate
rubber seals throughout your car.
Sometimes this happens because
the cars sits in one place. SomeOil pooling just under the valve covers
times it happens because the
miles put on the cars. Other
times, it happens from the heat/cold cycles of starting your car. In this edition, we should
talk about your rubber gaskets on the car. Hopefully you have follow’s Mike Miller’s Old
School Maintenance plans to keep your car on the road for a long period of time.
In this case, preparing to start an autocross in November, I discovered my car was smoking after it arrived in Mineral Wells. Investigation by Blake P and myself identified the
dreaded valve cover gaskets. Diving into this, the gaskets are all rubber and are prone to
aging, just like the Oil Filter housing. The gasket is about $60 and when I pulled the cover
off, it was amazing to see how very brittle the old gasket was.
Matt Dashiell has recently had to change his oil pan gasket because it was leaking, too.
All of this to say, watch out for those oil leaks. On the valve cover of the inline sixes, a
little bit of smoke or burnt oil smell will clue you in on the problem. The oil pan and rear
main seal will probably require a vehicle inspection unless they are leaking an extreme
amount due to the cover on the bottom of the car.
March DIY Garage Time

Oil Analysis Report showing fuel dilution.

Happy Birthday, Mark
Our former chapter president, Mark
Williams, celebrated year #50 on
November 30th and Karen Card
invited us out to help celebrate.

We are working with different people to setup our first Do-It-Yourself event in March
with preparation for track day—Oil Changes, Brake Fluid, and brakes will be planned to
be covered. Do you have something you’d like to see on the agenda that we can show
you on your car?

Oil Analysis Part II
A year ago, I sent off my oil for the BMW to AMS Oil (our local member Vic Sorlie is the
AMS Oil representative). This year, I sent off the oil for my trucks—a 2003 F150 with
211,000 miles and the newer truck, a 2015 F150 with about 32,000 miles. I was curious if
the old truck was starting to eat bearing material or if there was any internal problems
starting to show—nope, everything was perfect except some higher level of dirt in the oil.
The 2015 truck was supposed to be more about a base line but ended up finding that the
computer-derived oil intervals were too LONG. I have not used my BMW service interval
of 15,000 miles but in the Ford’s case, the engine stated a 5% oil life left but with the
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Hallett No Excuses

HPDE Events for 2019

Raymond Mimick

Raymond Mimick

Did you make it up to Jennings, OK for
No Excuses on October 12th? It was a
rainy weekend but the Club Racing happened Friday and Saturday and we had
a good group come out and enjoy the
track in dry and wet conditions. For
those not familiar with Hallett, we are
referring to a race track built in the 70s
in the northern part of Oklahoma close
to Tulsa. The No Excuses event has
been going on for 11 years so far and

We have two High Performance Driver’s Education weekends already scheduled for the
books for 2019. Make sure you already have the first weekend of May (May 4th & 5th) to
join us in Cresson for our Lone Star HPDE event. We would love to fill up the track with
all our cars, so invite your friends and spread the word.
November 8-10th, we will have our return to Hallett, OK. We hope you can schedule
some time off and head up north.

have been put on by a combination across
5 chapters—Sunbelt (Oklahoma), Lone Star
(DFW), Kansas City, St. Louis and the Great
Plains chapters of the BMW CCA.
We saw a great number of BMWs out on
site and had great participation. For 2019,
the Lone Star Chapter will be taking the
lead to organize the event and we need you
to mark November 8th-10th on your calendars to join us on track.

We recently visited Eagles Canyon Raceway and they are rebuilding the entire track and
at our visit in early January, the short track’s first layer of asphalt is almost completed but
yet the back stretch still has to be pulled up and rebuilt. Membership opportunities are
available at a discount now.

New to Old
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2019 Event Schedule
January
Tues, 1/1: Hair of the Dog Tour 9:00a. Ringing in the New
Year, we’ll head out for a morning enjoying some twisty
roads. We’ll start out from the QA in Burleson nearest
to Joshua, TX (2690 SW Wilshire Blvd Burleson, TX
76028) and then enjoy some of the roads along the way
to Glen Rose and then onward to either Cranfils Gap or Hico for lunch.
Sat, 1/19: LSC Post-Holiday Party @ Saltgrass Steak House in Grapevine, TX
Sat, 1/26: DynoDay and 2018 Autocross Awards at AutoScope Park Cities
February
Sun, 2/10: Board Meeting 2:00p-4:00p @ Brickhouse Tavern + Tap in Grapevine.
Sat, 2/16: AutoX #1 @ Mineral Wells Airport
March
Fri, 3/1-Sun 3/3: Return to the Twisted Sisters. To change this up this year, we’re going to
head a little further South away from Fredericksburg. This year, we’ll stay in Kerrville,
TX. While our trip down to the hill country will still be too early for Blue Bonnets, we
will still get to enjoy the twisty roads known as the twisted sisters (RR 337, 336, 335).
Saturday night, we’ll look at options to head into San Antonio. Sunday, we’ll have an
enjoyable return trip back to the DFW area. This out-of-town trip typically costs about
$600 for budget purposes.
Sat, 3/23: AutoX #2 @ Mineral Wells Airport
April
Sat, 4/13: Bluebonnet Tour 9:00a-lunch. Dennis will lead our group along the Ennis Blue
Bonnet Festival, enjoying the sites along the way. This will be much closer to a cruise
along the route to take in the beauty of nature.
Sun, 4/14: Board Meeting 2:00p-4:00p @ Brickhouse Tavern + Tap in Grapevine.
Sat, 4/27: AutoX #3 @ Mineral Wells Airport
May
Fri, 5/3 - Sun, 5/5: BMW Customer Track Experience + Lone Star HPDE. The Lone Star
chapter is returning to our local track for another exciting weekend of learning all
about our cars. HPDE stands for High Performance Driver’s Education and that’s what
we do. The event is structure for all skill levels with in-car instructors as you start out.
We are planning to run an Instructor Training School and will be working with Autobahn for another customer experience on-track.
June
Sat, 6/8: AutoX #4 @ Mineral Wells Airport
dbR Q1-2019 (published Jan 10 2019)

Sun, 6/9: Board Meeting 2:00p-4:00p @ Brickhouse Tavern + Tap in Grapevine
Sat, 6/15: Nocona, TX and Muenster 9:00a. This route takes us from Chisholm Trail Elementary School in Sanger, TX up and round to our favorite bridge over the Red River
and back to Muenster for lunch. After lunch, we’ll lead a group over to Nocona and
visit the Horton Classic Car Museum.
Sat, 6/29: AutoX #5 @ Texas Motor Speedway Bus Lot
July
Wed, 7/10-Sun, 7/14: Colorado. This multi-day trip will leave on a Wednesday, stop in
Amarillo the first night and enjoy TEXAS (https://www.texas-show.com/) an outdoor
musical within the Palo Duro Canyon State Park. Then, we’ll continue to head into
Colorado and cooler weather, awesome sights and twisty roads. We plan to stay West
of Denver and visit things like the Rocky Mountain National Park and find some interesting places along the way. We’ll setup MotorSportReg.com and work to keep the
hotel costs at $150/night ($600), so budget about $1500 for the entire trip (fuel + hotel + food).
Sat, 7/20: AutoX #6 @ Mineral Wells Airport
Sat, 7/27: Tour combined/meet up with Sunbelt Chapter (still in progress). This year,
we’d like to join the Sunbelt chapter in Oklahoma and/or Texas and meet new and old
friends just over the border. Please stay tuned for more details.
August
Sun, 8/11: Board Meeting 2:00p-4:00p @ Brickhouse Tavern + Tap in Grapevine.
Sat, 8/17: East Texas Tour with stop at BMW of Tyler. We’ll start from Buc-ees in Terrell
at 8:00a and then take some twisty-style roads toward Tyler, stopping at BMW of Tyler
and hopefully adding more friends along the way. We’ll then take a circular route to
Mineola and stop at the East Texas Burger Co for lunch.
Sun, 8/25: AutoX #7 @ Lone Star Park
September
Sun, 9/8: McKinney afternoon drive. One of our few Sunday drives, we’ll head out from
the RaceTrac around 2:30p in McKinney, enjoy some of the roads north of McKinney
and stop in Sherman for dinner.
Sat, 9/21: SW Fort Worth with stop at Hico Hotel. We’ll return to some of our favorite
roads in the Southwest Fort Worth area with a stop in Hico to enjoy a good lunch.
Sat, 9/28: AutoX #8 @ Mineral Wells Airport
October
Sun, 10/13: Board Meeting 2:00p-4:00p @ Brickhouse Tavern + Tap in Grapevine (This
one may move if a lot of the board are going to South Carolina)
Tues, 10/15-Sat 10/19: O’fest in South Carolina. This is the 50th anniversary of the Oktoberfest and there are some rumors that O’fest in the future might look a little differ-
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2019 Event Schedule (continued)

BMW Dallas Marathon

ently going forward. Make plans this year to head out to South Carolina for a big party
in Greenville, home of the BMW Car Club of America, BMW CCA Foundation, the BMW
Performance Center and the Spartenburg, SC plant. Typically for a week-long event, a
budget of about $2,500 should be expected.
Sun, 10/20: AutoX #9 @ Lone Star Park
November
Fri, 11/8 – Sun, 11/10: Hallet No Excuses HPDE and Club Race. A joint venture of 5 chapters, the Lone Star Chapter along with the Sunbelt, Kansas City, St. Louis and the Great
Plains chapters, we will be returning to Jennings, Oklahoma for No Excuses 11. While
it’s a little drive up north (it is actually at the end of the road of US-377), it’s a great
little track in a beautiful setting. This event will be setup with BMW CCA Club racing, so
make plans to be there early Friday to watch the action.
December
Sun, 12/8: Dallas Marathon Show & Shine 7:30-2:30p. We are expecting to be invited
back out to the Marathon for our 4th year showing off our cars. We’d love to have you
come and join in on rooting for these runners – running 13.1 miles (half) or 26.2 miles
(full) is not a simple task. Not just cheering on the runners, we’ll also walk around and
enjoy parts of Deep Ellum and the Farmer’s Market.
Sun, 12/8: Board Meeting 3:00p-4:30p @ Matt’s Rancho Martinez in Dallas.
Sat, 12/14: Toy Run. While delayed this year by a weekend, we’ll still plan to make a toy
run, starting at the AP Travel Center in Valley View (13965 S IH 36 Valley View, TX) and
run East, enjoying the roads long the way.

The 2018 Marathon Show & Shine ended up
starting on a cold Sunday morning. We all arrived
early and some of us could stand outside for only
a few minutes before we wanted to jump back into the car to stay warm. We had 13
cars and 1 BMW motorcycle come out to root on the runners. It was quite entertaining
to watch the play-by-play competition between Audry and Pawel on the Show & Shine
aspect...not to mention the sidewalk chalk statements between them.

Newsletter Articles
Submit your articles to Pawl Potera,
Raymond Mimick and/or Ben Qureshi
by March to be included in the Apr (Q2)
release newsletter. Take pictures of
your adventures and share your
thoughts on the BMW you drive or are
thinking of driving. Story about an independent shop or a product you use? Let
the club members know. Share your
owner tips and we’ll push them out to
Facebook and include them here.
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For Pawel’s car, Audry added “+5 HP
for All of the Stickers” and added a
hashtag #Mudflap.
For Audry’s car, the sidewalk said
“Love the Color” but Pawel added
“but it’s dirty” and a little extra with
“Now that’s clean,” pointing to his
car.
This marathon, we added some prizes—a $50 gift card to Piada, a $25
Starbucks gift card and a $10 Starbucks gift card (you know, since it
was very cold outside). Pawel Potera (1st), Martin Pilat (2nd), Reese
Riddle (3rd)
Rooting on the runners, the Marathon provided us “boom” sticks (which I killed about 8
of them somehow) and some flags to wave around. Thank you to all that came out and
rooted on the runners—a shared experience by all. Thank you to Laura and Brian for
bringing out the camping gear to keep us warm with heat and hot chocolate.
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