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ON THE COVER:
Michelin GT Challenge Car Corral at VIR: The
NCC and Tarheel BMWCCA Chapters put on another 3
day car corral at VIR August 17-19th. My friends and
I decided to only do Sunday for the main race. This
means we missed out on the rainy Saturday. We drove
up from Charlotte, arrived mid-morning, and checked
in. I won a hot lap ride with the BMW Performance
Center drivers but first had some time to check out
the vendor area and the race cars in the paddock as
teams were doing their final race prep.
After checking in and signing releases, soon all
the hot lap passengers were escorted to the pit out
area where the cars were lined up. Mike Renner and
Andy VanCleef were driving the new M5 with 600 HP and all-wheel drive. I was towards the back
of the line but soon got in the M5 with 2 others. We were off with full acceleration and braked hard
into turn 1, using all available traction to get around the hairpin 1&2. Then there were 2 hard lefts
as we rocketed past the BMWCCA corral tent. Andy got the car
(continued on page 4)

MEMBERSHIP CORNER

This month, we’d like to give a warm Tarheel welcome to 62 new and returning members and associate members. This brings our total chapter
membership to 2,862! Our membership is the lifeblood of the Club. Without your participation, there
would be no Club. We offer a wide variety of activiShannon Adams
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ties, and welcome the opportunity to get to know
you better at some of these events. We encourage
you to contact your Area Coordinator to find out
about local dinner meetings and other ways to get
involved in YOUR club. Come join us, you’ll have a
great time!
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PAUL HOECKE

Notes from the road

The Hoopla Over Passenger Cars

There’s been a lot of talk, lately, about the
Imminent Demise of the Car. And before I get
into this any deeper, let me clarify: This is about
your basic, human-sized, four or five-seat, two or
four-door passenger vehicle. You know, the kind
you and I can park in a driveway or garage without
having to file an environmental impact statement
because of the amount of space it requires.
In short, something like a 3-Series of any year
vintage.
I find it necessary to make this disclaimer because people nowadays tend to use the term ‘car’
when referring to anything on four wheels that
isn’t an honest to goodness work truck. I won’t go
into the reasons for this blurring of the line between ‘real’ cars and outsized conveyances such
as SUVs, SAVs, ‘sport trucks’, crossovers and what
have you because, quite frankly, I just don’t get it.
As far as I’m concerned, anything that weighs two
tons-plus, or is so tall that I must climb UP into,
or pretends to be a Jeep-type vehicle, doesn’t
qualify as a personal or ‘family’ car. But that’s just
me. Besides, I’m digressing.
Getting back to my original point: According
to some marketing gurus, many carmakers are
faced with a dilemma these days. Their investment in passenger cars appears to be headed for
the toilet because of the huge demand for those
other vehicles. The result is headlines like ‘Japanese Bet on Sedans goes Bad’ (WSJ 5/3/18 issue)
and Ford’s announcement that in future they’ll
concentrate on trucks, SUVs and Mustangs at
the expense of family sedans. This sure sounds
like the handwriting is on the wall for regular
cars, right? So, does this mean they’re headed for
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oblivion?
I for one don’t think so. In fact, saying so is a
no-brainer, seeing as how much of what we read
and hear in the press is hype which makes for
juicy headlines but ignores market realities, especially those on which companies like BMW (and
most of its upscale competitors) base their marketing philosophy.
Using BMW as an example, it’s highly doubtful that manufacturers such as our favorite Munich wizards will ever deep-six their entire line
of coupe and sedan models. Too much of BMW’s
image rests on high performance, which doesn’t
translate all that well to SAVs. Mind you, I’m talking about perceptions here. An X-Series may be
a great mountain climber and may hold its own
on curvy roads. But based on my own on-the-road
(and parking lot) observations, I’d say its driver
isn’t all that likely or anxious to test those capabilities. And forget about taking it out for some
real high-speed laps at VIR.
Oh sure; Greenville will keep on churning out
ever more X models of every size and shape. They
do, after all, pad out the bottom line quite nicely.
But it’s unimaginable that BMW will taper off
output of all their you-name-the-number-series
two and four-door models; and need I even bring
up all those M cars? In short, we have nothing to
worry about on that score. But wait; there’s more.
The ever-growing trend toward hybrids and
all-electric vehicles won’t succumb to this anti-car
trend either. Sure, a hybrid or electric truck or SUV
will probably offer good, efficient performance for
its size – if not now, then in the near future. But
if you consider power-to-weight ratios, fuel efhttp://www.tarheelbmwcca.org

ficiency and/or battery range, the odds still favor
the human-sized passenger sedan or coupe. Can
you envision BMW backing off from the i3 (notwithstanding that I think it’s plug-ugly); or Toyota
dropping the Prius? I think not. (I don’t mention
the glorious i8 or its new roadster version here
because they’re sportscars. Like their internalcombustion Z car cousins and others such as the
Miata, they’re fun cars whose special appeal will
never fade.)
Different but analogous criteria apply when it
comes to urban passenger transportation. Whether cabs or personal vehicles, plug-in or hybrid,
driver-operated or autonomous, they may become
a tad taller in the future, for easier entry and
egress. But they won’t be big, maybe SmartCar or
i3-size, for the simple reason that in a crowded
urban environment, size matters – the less, the
better.
Yes, some carmakers, particularly our domestic ones, aren’t as committed to passenger cars
these days, and for good reason. Take Ford as an
example. Unlike their sedans (good though they

Joyner’s
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An Independent BMW Specialist
* Early and late model BMW’s
(Call for motorcycle maintenance)
* Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) or
BMW Original parts
* Many years of experience exclusively with
BMW repairs, maintenance, and modifications and race prep (Club events)
* Latest Diagnostic Equipment
Chris Joyner, Owner/Technician
76 South Market Street
Asheville, NC 28801
(828) 253-6000 mrbimmer@reagan.com
Hours: 9:00 – 6:00 Monday through Friday

Calling all BMW Club Cyclists.
Join us for a fun Bike ride this fall to benefit a great charity, the National MS Society.
The Tarheel Chapter is sponsoring a cycling team for the Tour To Tanglewood, 2 day bike
ride this September. The ride will be on Saturday and Sunday September 22th and 23th. The
Tarheel Chapter will be supplying a cool BMW Club oriented cycling jersey for each cyclist.
We guarantee you will have a great time with some BMW friends and will also feel great helping out a very worthy cause, the MS Society.
Use the following link to join the Tarheel
Chapter team:
http://main.nationalmssociety.org/goto/
MPower_Cyclists2018
For more information Contact:
Tom Tice
teticem3@gmail.com
or
Scott Meyer
scottmeyer400@gmail.com

may be), it’s their pickups and SUVs (led by the
Explorer, arguably the first of the species) that
have been the mainstay of their bottom line. And
money talks. No wonder they’re willing to dump
most of their passenger car line – for now. But
even there, history is on the side of the ‘regularsize’ car.
During the hundred-plus years we’ve had
personal four-wheeled vehicles which run on
one kind of power or another – steam, electric,
internal combustion, hybrid and back to electric –
there have always been cycles. Changes in circumstances – economics, technology, war – have, time
and again, affected popular tastes in vehicles and

therefore the kinds of vehicles carmakers built.
Which is why there’s every reason to believe that
the current hoopla is just another cycle.
Ford may, for the time being, quit making the
Fusion and Taurus because the F-Series is way
more profitable. But note that they’re keeping the
Mustang and, probably, the Focus. Is that their
backstop, for a return to making ‘family’ sedans in
the not-too-distant future? Given all those shared
platforms and drivetrains, I’ll bet it is.
Meanwhile, the market for used passenger
cars, CPO or not, will probably experience a
boom, which is bound to keep the passenger car
crowd happy for the foreseeable future.

ON THE COVER:
through the snake into the bridge straight, accelerating into triple digit speeds before setting up
for the track’s famous uphill esses. Hold on tight
as you snake through them and then brake for
a blind left into a downhill straight. Brake hard

into Oak Tree, get around it, and then its full acceleration down the back straight. I heard speeds
reached 150 MPH but I was too busy looking
for the braking zone to notice the speedometer.
Then it’s hard braking and setting up for the roller
coaster and hog pen before getting onto the front
straight. All too soon, this intense ride was over
as we pulled back into the staging area for the
next passengers.
Next up was the grid walk. IMSA allows ac4 TARHEEL CHAPTER FOOTNOTES

cess to pit road to see all the cars lined up ready
to go. We then got back to the tent for lunch and
the start of the race. BBQ pork and chicken were
served along with sides and desert. There was a
great view of the race from the tent and TVs set
up to see the race broadcast for the action away
from you. I also spent time at the fence getting
lots of photos. Towards the end of the race, the
#25 BMW RLL M8 got into the lead and held on
for the win. The other BMW finished 3rd for two
BMWs on the podium celebration.

We then headed home, with a quick dinner
stop along the way. It was a long, hot, but fun
day, and great to see a BMW victory. -Richard
Daugherty
http://www.tarheelbmwcca.org
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3324 Bogle Dr. NW
Concord, NC 28027
704-788-EURO (3876)
euroenvy@gmail.com
www.euroenvy.com

Visit us on Facebook!

www.euroenvy.com

ASE Certified

BMW CCA MEMBER

Discover Your
Personal Mechanic
Steve Wood
30+ Years of Experience



CERTIFICATION/TRAINING: Degree in
Auto Repair from Forsyth Technical Community College, factory trained in Porsche
and Audi

One Stop Collision Repair Center
Over 50 Years Combined Experience
All Makes & Models Welcome
All Insurance Companies Accepted
Frame Work & PDR Available

SPECIALTY: BMW, Porsche, Audi, VW,
Volvo and Mercedes-Benz

Owner Scott McDuffie – Member Since 1989
3510 E. Wendover Ave, Greensboro, NC 27405
(336) 375-4516











PERSONAL: Married, 3 Children, Grandfather of 4

5316 W. Market Street • Greensboro, NC 27409
www.foraccents.com • swood@foraccents.com
T - (336) 294-2137 • F - (336) 852-6795

CLUB RACING REPORT
BY PAUL HOECKE

Mixed Results at Summit Point;
More IMSA Podiums For BWR
Greetings, fellow club racing fans! The calendar says that two-thirds of the BMW CCA Club
Racing (CR) season is history. That may seem like
there’s still plenty of time left to rack up points
toward National and Regional championships.
But that’s misleading when it comes to our homegrown racing crowd, because they tend to ignore
tracks that require long, cross-country hauls.
What’s left on the calendar doesn’t give them all
that many CR events to compete in. It’s kinda like
being on Lap 26 of a 30-lap race, when you’re getting ready to make your final push for the checker
while keeping an eagle eye on the fuel gauge.
At least, that’s the impression we get from the
racing our hot shoes have done since Pittsburgh
– and are allegedly about to in upcoming CR
events. Mind you, it’s not like they’re mounting
a D-Day type mass assault; it’s more like smallteam Special Ops. But few though they may be,
they keep showing up. You gotta give them a lot
of credit for that.
To start with the most recent past events:
The one at Summit Point in late July – a two-day,
three-sprint affair – saw three Tarheel Chapter
track warriors, Phil Antoine (Spec E36), Todd Newcomer (DM) and Dennis Pippy (IP), join the fray.
(One other local driver, DM pilot Marty Baucom,
was expected to show but didn’t.) The field wasn’t
all that big, never more than twenty-five cars. But
the first day’s race ran on a cool, wet track, which
isn’t helpful on a course like the Point. No wonder
our guys posted only mixed results.
Pippy was the only one with finishes near the
front in Sprints 1 and 2, placing third in class; but
he copped a DNF in the third race. And Antoine
6 TARHEEL CHAPTER FOOTNOTES

hardly got to race at all because he cracked up his
car early in the first sprint. Only Newcomer made
it all the way to the checker in all three sprints,
albeit back in mid-pack.
Next, there was Road Atlanta, which was still
in our future when we filed this report because it
ran during the Labor Day weekend just past. However, we’re sure there’ll be stuff to talk about next
month because at least two local drivers, D-Mod
driver Alex Goare and Spec E36 racer Bert Howerton, were already signed up and more were about
to register (or so we’re told).
When it comes to upcoming events, though,
the pickings are getting to be mighty slim. We
can forget this month because the only CR races
on its schedule are out West. And the sole East
Coast event early next month is the National
Yokohama Challenge race at Watkins Glen. It’s
likely to be sizable because it will run in conjunction with the Vintage Racing Group (VRG) and,
more importantly, is said to offer extra Yokohama
points for racers who have participated in three or
more CR events. But the distance to the Glen may
keep local hot shoes from showing up in droves,
if at all.
However, things are looking up for the race at
CMP, set for the last weekend in October. Hosted
by the Sandlapper folks, it’s billed (correctly) as
the first CR event in many years at this track. And
being close to home, it appears to be attracting
quite a crowd of local racers. Early bird registrations show five – Goare, Baucom, Antoine, Howerton and Jeff Breiner (Spec E 36) – were already
signed up at press time; and we hear that more
were about to do so. It is, after all, their next-tohttp://www.tarheelbmwcca.org

0OF4UPQ4IPQQJOH

4FSWJDF1BSUT1FSGPSNBODF3FCVJMEJOH3FTUPSBUJPO5SBDL1SFQ
XXXLPSNBOBVUPXPSLTDPN

TARHEEL CHAPTER 2018
Sep 6-9
Sept 6-9
Sep 15
Sep 28-30
Oct 13
Oct 20
Nov 10
Nov 30
Dec 15

Triangle “Beach Bimmers” Lighthouse Tour
Corral at Charlotte Fall Autofair - CMS Charlotte
“Devil’s Whip” and More NC Hwy 80
Tarheel & Toe Driver’s School - VIR Full Course
“BET” on Tail of the Dragon NC Hwy 129
///M Day at Performance Center - Greer, SC
Bimmers Tossing Clay - Seagrove, NC
Charity Laps - VIR, Alton, Va
Tarbora Travelers - Tarboro, NC

* Not a Tarheel BMW CCA sponsored event

Robert McIsaac
Chris Webber
Bob Atkinson
Phil Antoine
Bob Atkinson

919-880-8012
704-906-8876
704-906-4315
919-818-6036
704-906-4315

Robert McIsaac
Robert McIsaac
Robert McIsaac
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robert.mcisaac@tarheelbmwcca.org
Christopher.Webber@tarheelbmwcca.org
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bob.atkinson@tarheelbmwcca.org
Registration on MotorsportReg
robert.mcisaac@tarheelbmwcca.org
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robert.mcisaac@tarheelbmwcca.org

last chance to add some points to their hoard, because November’s schedule is as empty as Mother Hubbard’s you-know-what. And then it’s season
finale time at Roebling Road. So, stay tuned.
As far local racers on the NASA front go, we
have nothing to report. The Mid-Atlantic Region
did field a bunch of drivers at Pittsburgh in July,
but none were from our neck of the woods, at
least that we could tell from the entry lists. And
the Southeast Region took a break in both July
and August, ostensibly to avoid the hot weather.
However, racing has been hot and heavy on
the pro front, where our favorite local race team,
BimmerWorld Racing (BWR), has been battling for
the championships in the Grand Sport (GS) and
Street Tuner (ST) classes of IMSA’s Continental
Tire Sportscar Challenge (ICTSC). Their results
have been encouraging.
We’ll skip their run in Round Eight of the series, at VIR last month, for the simple reason that
it happened way past our filing deadline. Besides,
some of you must have been there for the entire
event, including the Tarheel Chapter Corral. But
we have plenty to tell about the two preceding
races (Rounds Six and Seven), at Lime Rock in
July and, barely two weeks later, at Road America.
At Lime Rock, a tight, 1.5-mile circuit, the ST
duo, Nick Galante and Devin Jones, piloted the
No.81 328i to yet another podium finish. Galante
started on the pole and led ST during his entire
stint. But Jones faced repeated challenges from
the two Pombo MINIs and had to be content with
placing second at race’s end. However, this fifth
podium in six races was enough to keep our duo

comfortably at the top of the ST standings.
In GS, James Clay and Tyler Cooke in the
No.82 M4 didn’t fare as well. Setup issues in qualifying had Clay start 17th, but he’d fought his way
to fifth place when he handed the car to Cooke.
However, the ensuing battle for position plus the
second of two full course yellows kept Cooke from
advancing to the front. He ended up taking the
checker in seventh place, which still left the two
tied for second place in the GS standings.
Road America was something of a replay for
BWR, despite the much longer (four-mile) and
more flowing track. In ST, Galante once again
started on the pole and held onto the lead during
his stint. But then two cautions – the second due
to a horrific, fiery crash between two GS cars – ate
up about a quarter of the two-hour race. Jones
took over during the first yellow; stayed out of
trouble and, except for running a few laps behind
one of the Pombo MINIs, held onto the lead for a
convincing class win and an even tighter grip on
the top spot in the ST standings for both drivers.
Meanwhile, Clay in GS had started sixth, at
times ran fifth, and avoided the wrecks during
his stint. But the cautions, coupled with long pit
stops held Cooke back. He ran as far back as 14th
before a combination of hard driving and attrition
in the GS ranks enabled him to finish ninth overall and in class. This dropped the duo back to a
tie for third place in the driver standings. But with
three more races to go – including VIR – they still
have plenty of room to make up the deficit, right?
We certainly hope so.

Breakfast in Paradise
You have to love mid-summer mornings in
North Carolina, when they dawn cool and breezy
with low humidity. That doesn’t describe much of
July normally ... but it was the perfect description
of July 15 this year! By 7am we had kicked the
wheel chocks out and had the Bimmers rolling
toward a rendezvous with destiny. Destiny, in the
case, was the mighty-fine breakfast put on every
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Sunday morning by the fine folks at the Farmers
Market Restaurant in Raleigh.
Arriving 15 minutes before the gates opened
we got the party started out in the driveway, getting a chance to meet new members of the group
and hear stories of recent adventures in places
near and far. The spirited drive across Johnston
and Wake Counties that led to the Farmers Market
http://www.tarheelbmwcca.org

left some of us with a hankering for fresh eggs
and toast, but it is still great fun to hear what
folks have been up to! With the gates opening
promptly at 7:59, we made a mad dash for the
preferred parking around back ... and made our
way in to a collection
of tables. Nine Bimmers in the lot means
16 hungry folks in the
place ready for some
down-home country
cooking!
The conversations
led us in a number of
different directions.
For one thing, a surprisingly large number
of folks in our group
are into various forms
of sewing ... which now
involves a whole level
of technology that I’m
not familiar with. The results are stunning, however, and I have several terrific gifts to show for it.
The Bass family, covering three generations,
was with us ... and when they aren’t working on
Bimmers there’s a love and appreciation they
have for Model A Fords. Bill shared that he actually had one up to 70mph on the straights at VIR

... which seems like quite a daring feat! I imagine
you really appreciate hydraulic brakes after that
experience. As an aside, Fords had cable drawn
brakes until 1935 ... don’t ask why I know this.
We also discussed the details of the upcoming Lighthouse Tour ...
great places to eat in
Asheville ... the best
BBQ in East Carolina
(Kings in Kinston
seems to get the nod)
... and white knuckling
a Z4 through the Tail
of the Dragon. No lack
of things to discuss
while consuming large
quantities of coffee
and fresh biscuits.
Then we ate breakfast.
French toast was, as
always, epic.
All too soon it
was time to get on with all the other things a
busy Sunday brings with it. Gentle people, start
you Bimmers! It’s the start of a busy week that
includes a monthly dinner on Tuesday and Cars
‘n Coffee on Saturday. Our plan to eat our way
across Carolina is coming together very nicely!
-Robert McIsaac

Spartanburg Plant, Performance Center, BMW
Foundation Outing
Well, we finally pulled this one off. Most of
you know that the plant tours have been on hold
for more than a little while. One of our members,
Dave Hurwitz, has been birddogging the Zentrum.
Katy, who schedules these events, has been more
than corporative as we wait, and wait, and ….. Remember, the tortoise did win the race so here we
go. None of us had any idea how popular these
tours would be and how lucky we were to be assigned two of the morning slots for the new two
hour tour.
As always, we start our Adventures from a QT

somewhere. Usually, going West, it is the location near the intersection of I-85 and Rt. 321 and
we don’t change our tradition. So we gathered
at 7am, left about 7:20am(Remember Brenda,
all those waivers!!) and down the road we went.
I didn’t get cute with the routing, I-85S until exit
60 and onto Plant Spartanburg. We had two time
slots, ten folks per slot. The folks on the 9:15am
tour left with the rest of us spending time at the
Zentrum which has been changed out a bit. It
doesn’t have as much history as the previous version, displays the “i” cars, great gift shop and cof-

fee shop. Now it is 9:45am and our turn.
We get on the bus and start our journey. But
wait, the bus doesn’t turn into the X3/X4 assembly area. This is new so we wait and turn into a
different Plant Spartanburg entrance and drive
to a new building. Now, this is getting interesting. What’s inside this very large building? What
could possibly live inside of this thing? Open the
door, WOW, lots and lots of robots in neat little
pods just working away. If you haven’t guessed,
this is X3/X4 body shop. It turns little pieces of
metal into X3/X4 bodies
by welding/glueing(yes
glueing) all these pieces
together. The precision
of these orange robots
will just blow your mind.
We then travel by bus to
the X3/X4 assembly area.
This is the area that was
the tour most of us have
taken and is still the only
tour available in the afternoon.
Lunch for a party of
19 is a challenge in the
area around Plant Spartanburg. It usually means
doing fast food or going to Greer, SC. Mike Renner
at the Performance Center was kind enough to
arrange a meal for us at the Performance center.
There is an operating food service venue there
and Chef David couldn’t have done a better job.
We even had a private room with cool videos of
things you can do with a M car that you wouldn’t
believe. Think about an aircraft carrier, flight deck
cleared, and a M car doing drifting within about 2
feet of the edge of the deck, awesome.
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The Foundation is next, last year they featured Hero’s of Bavaria and this year it is 50 years
of the 2002(you know, round taillights). We received a gracious welcome from Scott Dishman
and walked into a fantastic display of 2002’s. It
is a great presentation of the various years and
configurations. There are pristine cars in perfect
condition, various cars in racing trim, and modified 2002’s with M power. There will a changeout
of a few cars in a month of so just to freshen up
the exhibit. I’m sure that no matter when you go,
it will delight you and it
reminds us of how this
passion we have for BMW
started in the US. Don’t
mess this opportunity.
It is time to end this
article. Those that follow
my Adventures, know that
food is part of every one
and this one is no different. Certainly, this doesn’t
top Chef David’s lunch
but…. On the trip back
to Charlotte, at exit 90 on
I-85, you can stop there
and find Cooley’s Peach
Stand(the actual farm is
on Rt 11 and we stopped there last year on the
Eclipse Adventure). Well at this time of year, you
are going to find peaches, we did. We also found
ice cream and yours truly knows which flavors
are homemade. You can have peach, strawberry,
blackberry, and a couple of others. Since it is
peach season, I chose peach and it could very
likely be good enough for a special road trip to
Gaffney. -Bob Atkinson (Photo by Richard Daugherty
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Lake Country Run!
A BBQ Picnic on the shore of bucolic Lake Royale
•

•
•
•

•
•

What: A great country drive across Wake and Franklin Counites on the way to a BBQ picnic hosted
by Walter and Carol Vincent. They have invited us to enjoy the sights and sounds of an afternoon
feast at their lake front home. Then on to explore more of NC’s byways in search of ice cream!
When: Depart on Saturday, September 29th at 10:00am. Come early for coffee at 9:00am!
Where: Departure from Leith BMW, 5603 Capital Blvd, Raleigh, NC 27616. Once again, Sean Beach
(GM) has offered coffee and breakfast to get our day started right!
Objective: A fun and enjoyable family outing that promises terrific roads and food … and a great
chance to celebrate the start of fall. Lake Royale is stunningly pretty and Johnny’s Fried Chicken is
reported to be “epic”. Cost will be $10/person … bring a lawn chair and some sun screen!
Duration: Figure 5-6 hours including driving.
Contact Information: For details, connect with Rob McIsaac at
Raleigh.BMWCCA.Activities@gmail.com or 919-880-8012.

Fall 2018 M Club Day
Big Fun @ BMW Performance Center!
What and Where:
•

Each year, the Tarheel and National Capital BMWCCA Chapters sponsor major events at the BMW Performance Center in Greer, South
Carolina. These events give us access to the facilities and the instructors at a remarkable location … at a deeply discounted price. This
school is a special program designed by the Performance Center staff specifically for our chapter members.

•

The price covers the training sessions … and the use of current model ///M Cars for the event. M2’s, M3’s and M4’s were the highlight
of the adventure in 2016 and 2017. We expect more of the same for the coming year. Best of all perhaps, is the opportunity to have a
great learning and driving experience while using someone else’s Gas, Tires and Oil! Remember the old adage that “no car is faster
than a rental!”.

•

Group Departure from the Starbucks parking lot at the White Oak Shopping Center in Garner on October 19th at 1pm. Feel free to come
any time after noon for tire kickin', story tellin' and lunch. Address for Starbucks is 180 Cabela Drive Garner, NC 27529
When:
•
The fall event(s) are on October 20th and 21st, 2018 (two separate events)
Next Steps
•

Registration now open: msreg.com/Fall2018MClubDay

Contact Information: For details, connect with Rob McIsaac at Robert.McIsaac@tarheelbmwcca.org

Northern Mtn Area Meets Charlotte Area at GO
PRO Motorplex Karting
The Tarheel Northern Mountain Region of
BMW CCA had the pleasure of meeting (racing?)
the Charlotte Area at the GO PRO Motorplex Karting Track in Mooresville, NC. If you have not been
to this kart track make it a destination, you will
love the place and the track. It is total fun using
someone else’s equipment and also a great track
layout, the analogy “drive it like you rented it” totally applies and was in clear evidence.
The old saying “if you see two sailboats together one of them is racing” applies to these
karts, the Charlotte group came to race while the
Northern Mountain Group brought a knife to a
gun fight, so to speak. The Northern Mountain
group even found out that they have “karting

leagues weekly” that some nameless Charlotte
members are involved in!! Really!! Bowling
leagues we are familiar with, karting leagues a
new way to go fast.
All the being said, a big thank you to Andy
Barbee (nicknamed to Sandy, short for sandbagging Andy) for putting the event together. ALL
who showed up left the evening with huge smiles
and lots of new kart friends, and plans to meet
again in the near future. If you missed it please
try and come out to the next event at the GO PRO
Motorplex, the Northern Mountain region plans
to recruit James Clay, as our “balance of performance”. -John Cochrane

Raleigh Dinner
The virtues of having a hidden garage became
clearer on Tuesday, July 17th, when we hosted
our most recent dinner in Raleigh. This was our
second dinner outing at the Farina Neighborhood
Italian restaurant at the Lafayette Village and,
once again, both the food and the service were
outstanding. We now have a “regular” member
of the staff who leads the servicing charge (i.e.,
Jimmy) and he’s both effective and efficient. And
extremely polite while being quick on his feet.
Good thing, too, since we had 22 of the Bavarian
faithful in attendance looking forward to some
fine culinary experiences from Tuscany and points
south.
But, for a moment, back to the hanger. First,
our initial understanding was that the surface
parking lot would be largely open on a Tuesday
night. That was clearly wrong … what we must
have heard was that Farina was largely quiet,
making it the ideal night for a dinner. Good clarification. That said, there’s an underground parking structure that seems to be about the best key
secret in North Raleigh. Even when the lot up top
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is full, this is mostly empty, albeit there’s a small
fleet of cars with the word “Security” emblazoned
on them which seem to do little more that offer
a certain enhancement to the general ambiance.
That’s great for us! We managed to carefully
get 14 Bimmers down there in the expansively
wide spaces … which is also not a bad place to
do some tire kicking and meeting / greeting. We
had several new members with us on this night
which is always fantastic … and added some next
context and content to the freewheeling conversation.
Rather than have a business meeting down
low, we headed up to the private room to get
settled. In addition to doors (making it a “private”
room, I suppose) and AV support, the room has a
lovely fire place (not needed in July) and a hearth
… which serves as a perfect “stage” for information sharing. Finally, an opportunity to stand on
the furniture with getting into trouble!
The big news coming up is that we have a
wide range of events that are on the near-term
docket. Some key items include:
http://www.tarheelbmwcca.org

Tarboro Travelers!
The Long and Winding Road to a NC Landmark
•

•
•
•

•
•

What: A terrific cruise to another of NC’s hidden gems. At the center of the town’s Historic District,
the 15-acre Town Common is the second oldest legislated town common in the US and the only
remaining original common on the east coast, outside of Boston. This historic public park, famous
for its tall oaks, tree canopy, and war memorials has stood the test of time. Great food and a
microbrewery, too!
When: Depart on Saturday, December 15th, 2018 at 10:00am. Come early for coffee at 9:00am!
Where: Departure from Grounds Café, 320 Vintage Point Ln, Wendell, NC 27591. This is just off of
US-264 (Exit 427).
Objective: A fun and enjoyable family outing that promises terrific roads and food … and a leisurely
walk back in time through historic Tarboro, surrounded by the rushing Tar River. Lunch at a local
landmark, the Adams BBQ and Seafood, 609 W Wilson St, Tarboro, NC 27886
Duration: Figure 5-6 hours including driving.
Contact Information: For details, connect with Rob McIsaac at
Raleigh.BMWCCA.Activities@gmail.com or 919-880-8012.

Bimmers Tossing Clay!
Country Roads, Take Me Home to Seagrove
•
•
•
•

•
•

What: A delightful cruise to The Pottery Capital of Central NC, Seagrove. This will
be a chance to visit the artisans, shop for amazing art, have a great lunch … and
explore more of NC’s byways.
When: Depart on Saturday, November 10th at 10:00am. Come early for coffee at
9:00am!
Where: Departure from Leith BMW, 5603 Capital Blvd, Raleigh, NC 27616
Objective: A fun and enjoyable family outing the promises terrific roads and food
… and a starting tour at the NC Pottery Center, 233 East Avenue, Seagrove, NC.
Lunch at the Westmoore Family Restaurant, 2172 NC-705, Seagrove, NC 27341
Duration: Figure 5-6 hours including driving.
Contact Information: For details, connect with Rob McIsaac at
Raleigh.BMWCCA.Activities@gmail.com or 919-880-8012.

If anyone else is interested in our upcoming
Lighthouse Tour, please make sure to get both a
ferry and hotel reservations quickly. Hotel rooms
are running short and the ferry from Cedar Island
on September 7 has limited room.
Anticipating a great time on our OBX tour,
we’re now looking at a return to the Inner Banks /
Southern Outer Banks, with a three-day trip to Atlantic Beach, that would run from April 11 to April
14, 2019. Please let me know if you’re interested
in seeing Bogue Banks, Shackleford Banks, the
Wild Horses of NC, Cape Lookout … and more!
There are a few slots left for the ///M Club
Driving School at the BMW Performance Center
in Greer, SC, over the weekend of October 19th.
Registration will remain open for about a month.
Then we headed back to the food. Eggplant
parmesan remains a personal favorite, but it
looked like everything was terrific. The dinner

discussion covered a wide range of subjects including E30 track cars, the restoration of a vintage
1988 M5, the proper placement of BMW patches
on tennis shirts and the amazing efficiency of
BMW’s oil burner engines.
Of course, all good things must come to an
end and, full as proverbial eggs, we headed down
to the hanger to find the Bimmers just as Mother
Nature launched a spectacular light show complete with cracks of lighting, booms of thunder
and Biblical rain showers. Once again, the virtue
of parking underground came into stark relief! To
say nothing of the relief associated with not getting soaked in the process of lighting up the Bimmer.
A great time was had by all. Now the key
question is: when do we eat again! Safe travels
and keep the greasy side down. -Robert McIsaac

Smokers to Moore County
The thunderstorms on Friday night gave way
to a humid but bright morning on July 28 which
was apparently just about perfect for a drive that
promised fantastic country roads, a chance to
visit an old-time airport ... and some of Carolina’s
most epic BBQ. In other words, we could not have
had a better day for our $100 hamburger run,
even if we had been advisors to Mother Nature.
It was also good enough to have 34 people in 19
Bimmers join in the fun, the biggest crowd for a
mid-summer drive that we have had in a very long
time! No doubt the perfect day to stretch some
Bavarian muscles.
After meeting at the rally point in Garner,
where we managed to create a self-inflicted gridlock situation in the Starbuck’s parking lot, we
completed the pre-flight checklist (including a
check of caffeine levels) before hitting the road
for points south and west. A short blast down the
Interstate allowed the group to form up into two
squadrons which then peeled off onto the suburban byways south of the State Capital. We’d made
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plans to re-form with any lost souls in FuquayVarina but, like magic, we managed to keep the
whole group in formation. Good thing too, since
from this point on we had wide open, meandering, shimmering ribbons of asphalt that took us
across the eastern side of the ancient volcanic
mountains in the region known as the Uwharrie’s.
Old forests, corn and tobacco fields and pine
tree farms all run together in a torrent of shades
of green that provided a perfect backdrop to the
Carolina Blue skies.
Finally, after a protracted engagement with
some of NC’s finest country roads, we lined up
for a spirited landing at the target of our mission,
the Gilliam-McConnell airfield on the edge of Carthage. This is the home of the properly acclaimed
“Pik n Pig” restaurant. Our noon arrival jammed
a parking lot already chock full of motorcycle and
other groups of cars, including a flight of Model A
Fords. More on that in a minute.
The airport, a jewel of a place that has been
featured in Our State Magazine, is named in part
http://www.tarheelbmwcca.org

for James McConnell, one of seven founding
members of the World War I Lafayette Escadrille,
a squadron of American pilots fighting for France.
McConnell was killed in aerial combat in 1917.
A plaque honors his memory on the edge of the
field. The airport also has a memorial, including

a P-40 Warhawk fighter plane, that is to honor the
Robert Upchurch. Another local to the area, he
flew with the famed Flying Tigers in China during
World War II, and was lost in combat mission in
late 1944. Another fasinating story to honor the
bravery of an American who ran toward danger in
a difficult time during world history.
Today, airplanes, motorcycles and cars create
a joyful cacophony of noise on any give weekend
day. Still, when 19 Bimmers rolled in, it created
quite a stir! Immediately noticing the Model A’s,
we commented that it was a shame that Ashley
Bass wasn’t with us since, when not driving his
“128”, he’s a big fan of old Fords. At one point,
however, I turned around and bumped into …
Ashley! He’d driven his Model A pickup down
as a flight of vintage Fords that joined our event.
That brought the final tally to 23 cars and 39 people. And, to be clear, a great time was had by all.
We had a chance to sit on the porch that rests
between the restaurant on the one hand and the
air strip on the other. A steady stream of both
food from the smoker and planes greeted us as
we settled in for what turned out to be “dinner
and a show”. The food was magnificent, with the

brisket getting a particularly robust “two thumbs
up” from the crowd. Speaking of crowd, the
planes kept landing … and taking off … as the
aroma of fantastic barbeque appears to be particularly strong “event at altitude”. Folks in Piper’s
and Cessna’s are just like their contemporaries
with Bimmers and Beemers: always looking for a
good excuse to get the toys out of the barn for a
good run! At one point we had two planes in the
pattern to land and four more lining up to take
off. The great sounds, and terrific food, just kept
on coming.
All too soon, it was time to head for home
and another blast along the spectacular country
roads that grace the area. On the road out of Carthage, Ashley took the lead and for a time we had
the Model A’s leading the Bimmers in a wander
back in time. Bucolic tree lined roads provided
the perfect backdrop as we motored along at a
1930’s “brisk” 50mph. The A’s looked fantastic
before they decided to dart off on a side trip

(there was a suggestion that they were hunting
for peaches) … and the Bimmers spooled themselves up to a somewhat higher velocity to make
time getting back to The Triangle. At any speed,
the whole venture was, on a scale of one to ten, a
delightful eleven.
-Robert McIsaac

LOCAL SCENE
ASHEVILLE AREA DINNER
Date:
Last Tuesday each month
Time:
6:30 pm
Where:

Rocky Mt)
Date:
Time:
Where:

Outback Steakhouse

1st Saturday each month
8:30 a.m.
Egg Yolk Cafe
610-A Red Banks Rd
Greenville, NC 27858

All BMW marques are welcome (cars, motorcycles,
Mini, Rolls, etc.).

Email Alex Kordis for information at amkordis@tarheelbnwcca.org

Contact Chris Joyner at mrbimmer@reagan.com for
more information.

HURRICANE REGION AREA (New Bern, Jacksonville, Morehead City)

CAPE FEAR AREA
Date:
3rd Wednesday each month
Time:
6:30 pm

New Area Coordinator. Email Danny ///Miller for
information at mperformancelife@gmail.com.
I would like to get some input from everyone
interested in the Sandhills area!

Where:

Gusto Grille
2013 Olde Regent Way
Leland, NC

Email Danny ///Miller for information at mperformancelife@gmail.com. I would like to get some
input from everyone interested in the area!
CHARLOTTE AREA I DINNER
Date:
3rd Thursday each month
Time:
7 p.m.
Where:
WaldhornRestaurant
12101Lancaster Hwy (Old Hwy 521)
Pineville,NC
(Locatednear Carolina Place Mall)
(704) 540-7047
We’re still hanging out at the Waldhorn Restaurant on the third Thursday of each month. Contact
Chris Webber at H:(704) 523-9118 C: 704-906-8876
or e-mail at christopher.b.webber@gmail.com
to RSVP. Please join us (great German food and
beer). See you there!
CHARLOTTE AREA II
Date:
1st Thursday each month
Time:
6:30 p.m.
Where:
The Speedway Club at
Charlotte Motor Speedway
5555 Parkway S., 6th Fl, Concord NC
Please email Bob Atkinson for more information
at bobbmwcca@gmail.com or call (704) 906-4315.
DOWNEAST AREA BREAKFAST (Greenville, Wilson
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NORTHERN MOUNTAIN AREA DINNER
Date:
2nd Monday each month
Time:
6:30 p.m.
Where:
Pepper’s Restaurant
240 Shadowline Dr
Boone, NC 28607
(in the Harris Teeter Shopping Center)
Meet on the left side of the restaurant, bar side
of restaurant, hostess will know where the BMW
Club will be inside.
For info contact John Cochrane (865) 250-4727 or
email JGCochrane1968@gmail.com
ROANOKE AREA
Date:
2nd Tuesday each month
Time:
7:00 p.m.
Where:
Pizza Pasta Pit
1713 Riverview Dr.
Salem, VA 24153
Near corner of Electric Road and Apperson Drive.
Contact JoElla John jjohnmcoupe@aol.com or Scott
Donaldson sdonaldson@moog.com for mor information.
SANDHILLS AREA
Date:
Time:
Where:

4th Wednesday each month
7:p.m.
ScrubOaks
http://www.tarheelbmwcca.org

5780 Ramsey St #108
Fayetteville, NC 28311
ScrubOaks is a contemporary american restaurant
that also offers a great sports bar setting. Many regulars frequent the Kings Grant golf club and stop by
afterward for a meal. Wednesdays offer half off wine
(bottle and glass)
Contact Danny Miller for more information mperformancelife@gmail.com
TRIAD AREA WEST DINNER (Winston-Salem)
Date:
2nd Tuesday each month
Time:
6:00 p.m. Drinks, 7:00 p.m. Dinner
Where:
Cities Grill and Bar – (336)765-9027
2438 S.Stratford Rd.
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
Please contact Mark Woolley for more information at
woolleym3@aol.com.
TRIAD AREA EAST DINNER (Greensboro)
Date:
2nd Monday each month
Time:
Where:

Brands
you trust.
Genuine BMW

Best price guarantee I No sales tax

800.535.2002 | BavAuto.com

Please contact David Harrison for more information
david.harrison@outlook.com
TRIANGLE AREA DINNER (RALEIGH)
Date:
3rd Tuesday each month
Time:
6:00 p.m. Tire Kickin’, 7:00 p.m. Dinner
Where:
Farina Neighborhood Italian
Lafayette Village
8450 Honeycutt Rd #100
Raleigh
Please contact Robert McIsaac for more information
at raleigh.bmwcca.activities@gmail.com
TRIANGLE AREA DINNER (CHAPEL HILL)
Date:
1st Wednesday each month
Time: 6:00-6:45pm People arrive on the top floor
of the parking garage for car viewing and stories
6:45pm Walk to the restaurant for dinner
Where: Hickory Tavern (next to the Hampton Inn
www.thehickorytavern.com
300 East Main Street, Carrboro 27510
Please contact Jeff Krukin for more information at
jeff@jeffkrukin.com

The Triangle’s Choice For Auto
Body
Locally Owned
Family Operated
Community Focused
Serving The Triangle For 30 Years

Kenny Hawkins Automotive
605 Germantown Road
Raleigh, NC 27607
(919) 851-0242

SUCH A DEAL
Footnotes classified ads are free
to members in good standing of
the BMW CCA. Nonmembers can
also place advertisements here for
$5.00 per month (see inside front
cover). Please enclose all necessary
information with your advertisement.
Unless you tell us otherwise, your
ad will appear here for three (3)
consecutive issues. Classified
advertisements can be emailed to
the Editor’s attention at newsletter@
tarheelbmwcca.org.

BMW CARS FOR SALE:
1997 M3 Sedan Arctic Silver, gray
interior, automatic trans, SSR
wheels (original M-Contour wheels
also available) 200k +/- miles, runs
well, but needs AC compressor. No
rust and the paint looks great $7,000
Located in Concord NC. Email
rblood@yahoo.com
2002 M3 Convertible
WBSBR93482EX21795, Tiag Silver,
Black, Black Nappa Leather, 49,900
miles, 6MT, Nav, Cold weather pkg,
2nd Owner (12 years) non smoker,
Always garaged, Extremely clean,
Interior like new, Both keys, Valet
key, All owners manuals, Service
records since new, Xenon headlights, Umnitza Orion II angel eyes,
OEM LED taillights and 3rd brake
light, BMW Wind deflector, Recent
Koni yellow shocks/struts, Stop Tech
cross-drilled rotors, Hawk low-dust
pads, New battery, 2 sets OEM 18”
wheels on Michelin PS2, No accidents, Everything works, Needs
nothing, Pics on request, $24,000.
Craig Frankenfield: 215-534-9152
cell; rcf7735@gmail.com (NC)
2003 E46 330i Sedan Orient Blue
with Beige Interior Walnut trim, Pre-

mium and Sport Packages, Mtech
II package, Rear Decklid Lip Spoiler,
Steptronic, 226K miles, Well maintained, Great condition, $4,300
email bferrell120@yahoo.com
2006 750i 72,000 miles. VIN
WBAHL83556DT02849. Automatic.
Sterling Gray Exterior. Soft Light
Gray Leather Interior. Very Good Exterior & Interior Condition. Garaged.
New Michelin Tires. Active Driver’s
Seat (Heated Massage Seats). Comprehensive Navigation System. Sunroof. Rear Window Sunshades. Soft
Close Doors. Non-smoker. No Pets
in Car. Maintenance Records Available. Located in Asheville. $9,900
OBO. Contact Linda at 828.702.3548
or drlindadev@gmail.com for pictures, details, or test drive.
2007 335i Coupe In excellent condition. All major mechanical items
have been replaced: new injectors,
new coils and plugs, Replaced
vanos, new clutch, front and rear
brakes and rotor replaced, updated
suspension with Koni FSD shocks,
complete interior update including
front and rear M3 seats and door
trim, new M steering wheel, M3
side mirrors, front half of car clear
wrapped, Cobb tuner, new windshield, windows tinted with chrome
delete, new charge pipe new tires
(Michelin) and wheels, front and rear
bumper covers replaced, new side
skirts. Approximately 95,000 miles.
Significant investment has been
made in this vehicle $19,000
Car is like new and runs great. Everything works perfectly. All records
maintained. Need to see in person
to appreciate how clean this car is.
Serious offers only.
Call/text 919-618-9902

Preserving the CCA history The
Club Archive is looking for Oktoberfest or Chapter events trophies,
shirts, pins, posters, wine glasses,
dash plaques, grill badges, programs, or anything else. Anything
from the club’s past for the Archive/
Museum. Do you have extra items
you would consider donating? Michael: (864)250-0022; mmitchell@
roundel.org. (SC)
Tarheel Chapter BMW CCA Email
List Join us online: The “list” provides a casual, online forum for
chapter members to discuss BMW’s
and BMW CCA events and related
topics of interest to local members.
Basically it’s a sort of electronic
discussion board, almost anything
is free game, as long as it has some
connection to BMW’s (no matter how
remote the connection might be).
To join the list surf on out to: http://
www.topica.com/lists/tarheelbmw/
Info on how to subscribe or unsubscribe can be found on this page. If
you want a shortcut to subscribesimply send an email to tarheelbmwsubscribe@topica.com. (make sure
you send the email from the email
address that you want to receive the
list messages!!)
THE 02 GROUP A special interest
group for 2002 owners in NC. For
more information about the group
and how to join, check out our website: www.the02group.org
The Z-Series Car Club of America
(ZSCCA) is a national special interest group of BMWCCA dedicated to
the enjoyment of all Z-Series BMW’s.
Several local groups are active in VA
and NC. Find us on Facebook, or at
zscca.org

MISCELLANEOUS:
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Holiday Laps 2018!
Turning $ Into Noise … With a Purpose
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What: Several times a year, VIR opens the gates to raise money for a great cause. Pay
just $25 for the opportunity to drive your own car on the historic 3.27-mile full course
for 15 minutes. In addition, all facilities at VIR will be open for your enjoyment..
When: Friday, November 30th at 8:30am. Coffee at 8:30 … depart before 9.
Where: Bimmer Performance Center … 3200 Spottswood St #102, Raleigh, NC 27615
Who: Rob McIsaac is organizing the event.
Objective: A great drive to see one of America’s historic race tracks … drive the track …
enjoy the facilities … and kick tires with friends. Dan Connor has offered coffee before
we depart from BPC. Great way to support some great causes.
Duration: Figure 2 hours of driving each way.
Contact Information: For details, connect with Rob McIsaac at
Raleigh.BMWCCA.Activities@gmail.com or 919-880-8012.

Photos by Robert McIsaac

END GAME

Yummmmm!!!

WANTED:
Your photos and stories.
Got a tale to tell about your
Bimmer, photos you want
to share with your fellow
Footnotes readers, or just
a suggestion?
Email your submissions to
newsletter@tarheelbmwcca.
org.
Come on, you can do it...
We would love to hear from
you!
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Footnotes classifieds...
Ads are free to members in good standing of the BMW CCA.
Non-members can also place advertisements here for $5.00
per month. Please enclose all necessary information with
your advertisement.
Unless you tell us otherwise, your ad will appear here for
three (3) consecutive issues.

Classified advertisements can be
emailed to the Editor’s attention at:
newsletter@tarheelbmwcca.org
http://www.tarheelbmwcca.org

TARHEEL CHAPTER
BMW CCA, Inc.
www.tarheelbmwcca.org

PO Box 30203
Charlotte, NC 28230

Tarheel & Toe Driver’s School - VIR Full Course
September 28-30, 2018

