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Burke’s Garden Duel

UPCOMING EVENTS
January 20: “Bimmer Breakfast” 
PoP’s Diner, Greenbrier, 9 am

January 27: Chapter Annual Banquet 
neWPorT neWs marrioTT aT CiTY CenTer, 6 Pm

February 11: Valentine’s Day Drive and Dine 
SalS by Victor, WilliamSburg, 10 am

February 17: “Bimmer Breakfast” 
PoP’s Diner, Greenbrier, 9 am

March 24: “Peninsula Bimmer Breakfast” 
WiLLiamsbUrG, 9 am

June 9: M-Performance Driving School 
bmW PErFormaNcE cENtEr, SPartaNburg, Sc

RSVP and details for all events at https://www.motorsportreg.com/ 
Questions: send email to events@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Join Us
BMW ANNUAL BANQUET

JANUARY 27, 2018
COCKTAIL HOUR: 6 PM

DINNER: 7 PM

Newport News Marriott
at City Center

RSVP: http://bit.ly/TWBMWbanquet
Tickets: $35
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OFFICERS & KEY PEOPLE

President
Darin Kwasniewski    (757) 304-1512
president@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Vice President
Shawn Halsey
vicepresident@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Secretary
ray laffoon   (757) 686-8924
secretary@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Treasurer
ron boustedt    (757) 339-0679
treasurer@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Activities Chair
James loriol (561)-371-6052
events@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Membership Chairperson
open
membership@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Member-At-Large
Jeff triplett    (757) 620-4171
memberatlarge@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Webmeister
Judy Semo   (757) 456-9923
webmeister@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Newsletter Editor
oPen
editor@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Chapter Ambassador 
BMW CCA Foundation
brad Purvis   (757) 869-1459
bmwfoundation@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Driving Events Chairman
ron boustedt
drive@tidewaterbmwcca.org

BMW Classics Chairman
Steve Waddell    (757) 539-1305
classics@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Peninsula Rep
al resnick
peninsula@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Outer Banks N.C. Rep
Jack robey    (252) 480-3356
obx@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Foodbank Chairperson
chris triplett    (757) 620-6623
foodbank@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Club Merchandise
Stephen bradshaw
merch@tidewaterbmwcca.org

MEMBERSHIP
Tidewater Chapter: 687 as of December 2017
National: 65873 as of October 2017
,
ADDRESS CHANGES
Address changes can be made on the BMWCCA National website 
(www.bmwcca.org) by hitting ‘Login’ and following instructions on site. From
there, click on the ‘Manage Account’ link on the top of the page; then click on
the ‘Change Addresses’ link.

Or write to:
ROUNDEL BMW CCA
640 South Main Street - Suite 201
Greenville, SC 29601

All changes done through the National office will update both your National and 
Tidewater Chapter address information.

NEWSLETTER and PHOTO CONTRIBUTIONS:
Your articles and photos are very welcomed by us. To be included in an issue 
the materials must be received by the 1st of the month preceding the date of 
the issue. To spice up the newsletter we always need photos of chapter events.  
We may also use them on the chapter website.  Send your contributions to 
Editor@tidewaterbmwcca.org. Thanks!

SOCIAL MEDIA:
Chapter web site: www.tidewaterbmwcca.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TWBMWCCA/
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/twbmwcca/
Follow us on Twitter: @TWBMWCCA
Subscribe to our email lists:   http://www.tidewaterbmwcca.org/lists/

FINE PRINT NOTICE: Das Kummet is published bimonthly and remains the property of the Tidewa-
ter Chapter BMW CCA, P.O. Box 62145, Virginia Beach, VA  23462-2145.  All information is for mem-
bers and advertisers only.  Ideas, suggestions, writings, and opinions are those of the contributing 
authors without authentication by or liability to the BMW CCA, the Editors, or Officers of the Tide-
water BMW CCA chapter.  No information in das Kummet bears the status of “Factory Approved” 
unless so stated and implies no endorsement or guarantees expressed.  The Tidewater Chapter of 
the BMW CCA is completely independent of and in no way connected with BMW NA or BMW AG.  
The contents of this publication remains the property of the chapter.  All BMW CCA chapters, with 
permission,  may quote or copy from the publication provided full credit is given to the author and 
the Tidewater Chapter unless noted as “Copyrighted” and is not used for commercial purposes.
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ClassIFIEds: PaRTs FOR salE:
E36 ROTORS
Frozen Rotors Power Slot Cryo Rotors
Right and Left Rear, purchased for a 98 (e36) 
M3 Never Used, still in box with receipt and 
wrapped in original plastic. Paid $171 each 
for them. Contact: Tamzen Burgess
quickm3@cox.net
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5225 Virginia Beach Blvd.
(757) 490-1111  •  bmw.checkeredflag.com

The BMW X1 goes far beyond utility to offer adventure in every 
drive. It’s the perfect balance of thrills and peace of mind, 
with advanced safety features, exhilarating options, and all the 
handling you expect in a BMW. No matter your destination, the X1 
challenges everything you expect from a Sports Activity Vehicle®.

*Tax, title, license and $599 dealer processing fee not included in vehicle price.

The Ultimate
Driving Machine®

THE 2018 BMW X1

DRIVE A 2018 BMW X1 
STARTING AT $34,895.*
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Seems that the way to my heart has been through 
my stomach, or at least food has some role in my 
participation in our club. it is quite true that our 
club not only runs on bmW’s but on good food and 
drink as well, and most of my decisions involving 
my next move in this club occurred at the table.

more than ten years ago my wife mary and i 
showed up at the oyster roast, our first club event, not knowing what to expect 
and hoping we had invested our money wisely in our membership. the 
hospitality was great. the food was great. my stomach was not disappointed 
and so the journey began.

Several years later at our annual picnic, after getting my fill of bbQ, i made the 
jump to the next evolution of my club experience. Secretary Darin became my 
official title shortly thereafter. again, i couldn’t say no after being well fed.

i am of course leaving out a few details, but continuing in this fashion at 
breakfast a little over two years ago, the conversation turned to who would next 
lead our club and all eyes turned toward me. thanks Pop’s.

by now some of you are agreeing with the stomach philosophy, others may be 
thinking the cars are the key and the glue to this adventure we are all part of. 
and then there are those, like me, who are thinking regardless of how cliché the 
statement that it is the people who hold us together.

time and time again after a club event, with a happy tummy, my conversation 
with mary would begin “What good people.” it’s true, this club (or bmW, or 
whatever the reason - i have not even considered analyzing it), has attracted 
good, diverse, ‘down to earth,’ genuine, non-judgmental and gracious folks. i 
am aware of it and many others are aware of it. the people are why we return 
and why i stay, participate and volunteer.

but now i turn a new page, stepping aside as your president, and will find another role 
in the club. maybe i’ll become the food critic. i assure you my stomach had no influence 
on this decision. as president and as secretary prior, it has been a pleasure serving and 
working with all of you. thanks for your participation, camaraderie, and all your hard work.

i invite you to follow in my footsteps and in those of the many other club volunteers. Help is 
always needed in many areas to ensure our club continues to be successful. Join the board 
or a committee, or just help when and where you can. any of our current volunteers can be 
contacted to inform and guide you.

of course the club will continue to sponsor events with plenty of good food and drink, 
including our annual banquet on January 27 (rSVP today!). as long as you continue 
participating in these events the club will continue to host some of the best members a 
former president could ask for. So come on out and join us and see if you agree with me.

Darin Kwasniewski, President

President’s 
Corner

Our Chosen Charity
For 2017: 

Foodbank of 
Southeastern Virginia

You can support this effort by bringing 
canned goods or money to any chapter 
event. However, money provides 
more meals than canned goods. Chris 
Triplett leads the committee. For more 
information or to volunteer, please 
contact Chris Triplett, foodbank@
tidewaterbmwcca.org

Join Us On Facebook!

Join us on Facebook and stay up to 
date with all your Club’s activities! The 
Club “Page” is open to the public and 
includes basic Club information and our 
events: www.facebook.com/twbmwcca  

Our “Member’s Group” is a closed 
group for our registered members 
where you can post your pictures, ask 
questions, and join the discussions: 
www.facebook.com/groups/twbmwcca

Banquet Favors!
RSVP Today!
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On Saturday, January 27, 2018 we will be celebrating our 
46th year as a Chapter of the BMWCCA during our Annual Banquet.

The venue will be on the Peninsula at the elegant Marriott City 
Center at Oyster Point, located at 740 Town Center Drive, Newport 
News.

A cash bar social hour with hors d’oeuvres begins at 6 p.m., 
followed by an Italian dinner buffet at 7 p.m., consisting of chicken 
piccata, lasagna, antipasto salad, risotto, desserts (tiramisu!), and 
other tasty items.

The agenda will also include a presentation of “The Club’s Year 
in Review and Way-Ahead”, introduction of our new board 
members, and raffle of donated items provided by advertisers and 
local merchants. 

Club dues will cover half of the cost; members and guests will only pay $35.00 (non-refundable, due to venue 
minumum) per person to attend. RSVP by January 19, using Motosports Reg - http://bit.ly/TWBMWbanquet  or mail 
the form below with a check in the amount corresponding to the number of attendees. Or use cash, check, Visa, 
MasterCard, or AMEX during our scheduled events.

Rooms are being offered at a discounted rate of $119. To make a reservation call the Marriott at
1-757-873-9299 and state that you are with the BMW CCA Tidewater Chapter.

For further details call Mary Kwasniewski at 757-407-1282 or email: events@tidewaterbmwcca.org

46th Year Celebration

ANNUAl BANqUeT ReSeRvATiON FORM

Member’s Name __________________________________________        Phone # ________________________________

Membership Number ______________________________________

Guest(s) 1. __________________________  2. __________________________  3. __________________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED ($35.00 per person)  $ ______________________________
                                    Payable to “Tidewater BMWCCA”

Mail form and payment before January 19 to:
Tidewater BMWCCA, PO Box 62145, Virginia Beach, VA 23462-2145

TidewaTer ChapTer annual BanqueT
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Contact activitiescommittee@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Club TOOLBOX
For those that have always wanted us to put a name with a face, here’s a picture of 
our club tools. They’ve been relocated to our treasurer Ron Boustedt’s house. Feel 
free to reach out if you need to scratch your shade tree mechanic itch.

Club MERCHANDISE
Apparel from Land’s End with Tidewater Chapter logo is available for purchase. Contact merch@tidewaterbmwcca.org for availability 
and questions about the following merchandise:

Apparel (polos, hats, etc.) - various prices at club events 
Chapter Logo Decals  • BMW CCA Decals: FREE at club events

Personalized Club nametags, for club events, can be ordered from Tag-Ink for $13 each. 
Email orders@tag-ink.com or call 757-233-6952

•	 HElMETs for track events
• Service light resetting tools - very useful
• Tie rod separator - pickle forks
• Remote starter switch
• Clutch Alignment tool
• Pilot bearing puller
• Fan clutch wrench & bar
• Electric impact wrench

• Lockstrip tool
• 17mm Trans. drain socket
• Brake bleed system - very useful
• Coil spring compressors
• PEAKE code/reset tool - all models can be 

connected under hood or dash
• SRS air bag scanner

Contact borrowequip@tidewaterbmwcca.org for your needs.

Advertisements
Non-commercial classified ads are free
to chapter members.  Ads will run in 
three published issues and then may 
be continued in subsequent issues only 
by contacting the Newsletter Editor. 
Ads submitted are limited to 200 
words per ad including name, address, 
phone number and email address 
if available. Items offered for sale 
must be the personal property of the 
submitting member or family and not 
of a business.

Commercial ads are available to 
members and non-members. Such ads 
must be accompanied by payment in 
full. Rates shown below are per year 
(approximately 6 issues). All ads must 
be submitted in a usable digital format 
or as camera ready.  “Das Kummet” 
reserves the right to edit or reject any 
ad submitted.

Full  PG  …$135/issue or $700 per yr.

HalF PG  …$65/issue or $350 per yr.

1/4  PG  …$50/issue or $225 per yr.

BIz CaRd  …$20/issue or $100 per yr.

Valentine’s Day Drive
Look out folks! Right around the corner is…you guessed it, Valentine’s 
Day.  It will be time to scrape the ice off the windshields and get back out 
in the sun (hopefully) and on the asphalt! February 11th we will hit the 
back roads of Williamsburg, touring the countryside in the morning then 
reaching our lunch destination of Sal’s by Victor (http://salsbyvictor.com/) 
for a Valentine’s Day Italian feast (or meet at Sal’s around 12 to 12:30). 
With a set cost of $25.50/person, prepare to be stuffed for the rest of 
the weekend as we enjoy multiple courses of great food, plenty of wine 
pairings, and spectacular company. Be prepared to spend a few hours as 
we enjoy a variety of courses; I can guarantee that it’s a great time, based 
on the popularity of this event, with 55 folks attending last year. Looking 
forward to seeing you there!

WHEN: Sunday, Feb. 11, 10am – 3pm (plan on 2 to 3 hours enjoying this 
delicious and plentiful meal)

WHERE EaTING: Sal’s by Victor, 1242 Richmond Road (Rt. 60), 
Williamsburg, VA, 23185, (757) 220-2641, $25.50/person (plus tip), child’s 
menu available

WHERE MEETING: Parking lot of Chick-fil-A, 6732 
Mooretown Rd, Williamsburg, VA 23188, (heavens 
no, we’re not eating here) at 10 am. Bring your 
special valentine or come alone, or meet at Sal’s.

RsVP VERY IMPORTaNT: MotorSportReg.com by 
February 8

QuEsTIONs: events@tidewaterbmwcca.org
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The Only Name You Need To Know

BMW SERVICE COUPON:
Synthetic Oil & Filter Change
$59.95 - 4 & 6 Cyl
$69.95 - 8 Cyl
*Valid at Casey BMW only. Diesels slightly higher.
No V10, V12, or M cars. Plus tax, shop supplies, and
disposal fees. Present offer upon arrival. One per
customer. No cash value. Offer cannot be combined.

No cash value. Maximum value of $750. Includes only original BMW parts and accessories. Available
to all active members of the Tidewater BMWCCA chapter. See dealer for complete details. 

$750 CREDIT
toward a Original BMW Accessory Package
with purchase at Casey BMW
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by Michael Gray

it would be a challenge for drivers of some of the best 
sports cars ever designed to find a more beautiful 
driving experience than the scenic back roads of 
Southwest Virginia. looping through the blue ridge 
mountain range for 32 miles with 260 curves, the back 
of the Dragon is one of the most popular destinations 
in our area for driving enthusiasts. in 2012, the city of 
tazewell, Va designated this stretch of Virginia state 
highway 16 as “back of the Dragon.” it was built on 
the route of an old cherokee trail to service dams 
back in the 1920s but, like any road down from the 
mountains during prohibition, it became a moonshine 
delivery route and therefore has always had a fuzzy 
relationship with the law.

the weekend began on Friday with a small caravan 
and drive to marion, Va, the gateway to back of the 
Dragon. We arrived at the general Francis marion 
Hotel, a historic landmark and favorite of travelers, 
including its restaurant “the black rooster.” adjoining 
the hotel is the “27 lions” restaurant with 27 beers 
on tap and a covered patio in back which was a great 
place for dinner and conversation about bmWs and 
our driving experiences (or lack of). Dinner and 

drinks offered the opportunity for those who attended 
the previous year to tell their stories of valor and 
conquest.  

Saturday morning, a beautiful sunny fall morning, 
came early. after breakfast at the black rooster we 
were briefed on the day’s events, and handed our 
radios. For the newest club members we could only 
imagine what the radios were for. maybe calling for 
help after you drove off the side of the mountain? 
and then the mandatory signing of the waiver only 
added to our expectations of what was in store. the 
name tags were also telling. We imagined they were 
required so if you were lost in the mountains the park 
ranger’s would have an easy way to identify you. 

the drive began from the hotel and on to a brief 
tour of marion including a loop around the grounds 
of the historic hospital. then we were off to route 
16, aka “back of the Dragon.” our caravan of 12 
bmWs was not an unusual sight for the residence 
of this small mountain town who are accustomed to 
seeing all types of motorized hardware adorning 
the streets. they are very accommodating to the 
likes of Porsches, Harleys, or any make or model of 
transportation willing to take on the Dragon.

Columbus Day Weekend at ‘Back of the Dragon’

Continued on pg 14

Drivers to your cars

Lineup in Burke’s Garden

From the top of the Dragon
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VOTED BEST PRE-OWNED DEALERSHIP 6 YEARS IN A ROW
2 VIRGINIA BEACH LOCATIONS

OVER 70 PRE-OWNED BMW’S IN STOCK
FACTORY WARRANTY VEHICLES

RATES AS LOW AS 2.99% wac

Other Services We Offer:
     - Professional Car Buying Service:  
        757.490.2277
     - Luxury Rental Cars: 757.497.1700
     - Full Detail Services: 757.499.4529
     - Full Auto Repair: 757.499.4529

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO
757.412.1234

	  
! All	  Repairs	  &	  Service	  
! Latest	  Factory	  Diagnostic	  

Equipment	  
! BMW	  &	  Mercedes	  Benz	  
! Quick	  Turn-‐Around	  
! Genuine	  &	  OEM	  Parts	  
! A/C	  Service,	  Tires,	  Alignment	  
! Monday	  –	  Friday,	  9AM	  to	  6PM	  
! The	  Only	  BOSCH	  Service	  Center	  

Outside	  	  Norfolk	  &	  VA	  Beach.	  

! All	  Repairs	  &	  Service	  
! Latest	  Factory	  Diagnostic	  

Equipment	  
! Virginia	  State	  Inspection	  
! Quick	  Turn-‐Around	  
! Genuine	  &	  OEM	  Parts	  
! A/C	  Service,	  Tires,	  Alignment	  
! Monday	  –	  Friday,	  9AM	  to	  6PM	  
! Low	  mileage,	  excellent	  condition	  

pre-‐owned	  BMW	  &	  Mercedes	  

Or	  Way	  Out	  Here	  

Are	  You	  Going	  Up	  There	  

When	  You	  Could	  Come	  To	  Us?	  

3040	  High	  St.	  (Corner	  of	  High	  &	  Airline),	  Portsmouth	  

Website	   Import	  Autowerks	  

757-‐966-‐9528	  

www.Import-‐Autowerks.com	  

Owner	  &	  Operator:	  Jon	  Mack	  	  	  	  jon@import-‐autowerks.com	  

23707	  

Chesapeake	  

Suffolk	  

Portsmouth	  

Norfolk	  

VA	  Beach	  

Newport	  News	  

6 Month 
No Interest 
Financing 
Available 

LOOK! 

SELECTAUTOMOTIVE.COM

SELECT AuTOMOTIVE
5073 Virginia Beach Blvd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

LOCALS CAR BuYER
3783 Bonney Road

Virginia Beach, VA 23452
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Ray Laffoon

Sometimes i miss tidewater bmW cca events 
because of my work.  Periodically i have to travel; 
frequently that travel is to Europe, mostly to the 
nation that produces our favorite cars!  one 
unintended benefit of my job is the requirement that 
i drive in germany, to include driving germany’s 
famous autobahns.  the german autobahn is a 
fabulous piece of engineering. the autobahns are 
well maintained and german drivers know the traffic 
laws, right of way, and are generally disciplined 
about the way they drive.  i enjoy it!  However, we 
americans often focus too much on the autobahns, 
and miss the fabulous backroads which are also well 
maintained, but sometimes 
covered with wet leaves, 
mud, and the occasional 
cow pie.  i pay attention to 
all of these while schnell 
fahren in an automobile, 
but i really pay attention 
when riding along on a 
two-wheel single track 
vehicle, such as a bmW 
motorcycle.  regardless, 
driving the roads in 
germany is fun. a few 
months ago, i realized that 
it might be interesting to 
gather a few of my random 
thoughts from the autobahn.

Driving in germany is Normally enjoyable, 
unless the rental car agency gives you something 
mundane and boring, because you or your company 
were too cheap to pay a few Euro extra per day for 
something better.  We’ll start at the rental counter.  
For monolingual americans, the rental car agent 
will almost always speak English rather well.   this 
past June, i found myself standing at the rental 
counter, after a night on a red eye from Washington, 
Dc, hoping that the car assigned to me on my 
app was a mistake.  the rental agent cheerfully 
and emphatically informed me that i was being 
upgraded to an SuV!  unfortunately, it was not one 
of bmW’s marvelous driving SaVs, but the epitome 
of bland design done by the French car company 

renault; rather unusual since i consider renault 
capable of some very polarizing design.   there are 
good rental cars in germany as well as mediocre 
cars.  i have yet to get a miNi, but confess to enjoying 
the VW golf.  bmWs are the best, but i have enjoyed 
that pleasure only occasionally.  Eventually, i found 
myself confronted by a French racing blue renault 
Kadjar, which means absolutely nothing in any 
language.  i admit that i hoped for a renault megane, 
but no such luck.  the Kadjar (cat Jar?) became 
known as the blue Pig in my mind, one of the rare 
times i give a car a name.  it had an annoying habit of 
wagging its tail when cruising between 160-170 KPH.  
So, i slowed down since i found the motion unsettling.  
the steering was bland and the seats unusually hard.  

after turning in the blue 
Pig, i met my travel team 
and picked up my next 
rental car, a Ford S-max, for 
the task of transporting 3 
adults with luggage over 
the next week.  the S-max 
is essentially a minivan 
built off the Ford Focus 
platform.  i actually hoped 
to have such a vehicle 
because European Fords 
tend to be a good drive, 
with the S-max being both 

comfortable and spacious, 
with enough space for 4 adults and luggage.  Ford 
also puts apple carPlay in these vehicles.  i enjoy 
using carPlay since i can build and enter my trip on 
my iPhone in my room, plug my iPhone into the car’s 
system, and, wallah!.. there is the trip from my iPhone 
on the car’s big screen!  Plus my music!  the S-max 
allowed us to travel in comfort and have good tunes 
at the same time.  i wished for it again on a later 
trip to germany since we found ourselves stuffed 
into a mercedes a180 hatchback!  Disassembly was 
required to disembark!

For the most part the german autobahn works well.  
coming from the uS with its slower speeds, i have 
to make myself adjust where i look in the rear view 
mirror.  First you HaVE to Pay attENtioN to 

Random thoughts while driving 
on Germany’s Autobahn!

Continued on pg 11

A fun Bavarian road
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your mirrorS because fast 
traffic approaches rapidly.  a set 
of rapidly diverging headlights 
is a sign to move over if you 
can.  one quickly realizes that 
speed and distance are related, 
meaning that you have to look 
further back than we normally 
do in the “land of the merely 
quick,” that is iF an american 
decides to notice the rear-
view mirror.  likewise, you are 
required to stay to the right 
unless passing.  “Parking” in the 
left lane is both very dangerous 
and very illegal.  i know several americans who 
were pulled over by the Polizei for driving slowly in 
the left lane and not passing.  the Polizei will also 
pull over a driver who is passing traffic on the right, 
a dangerous act that is strictly verboten.  

i did think about this when i noticed two silver and 
blue bmW motorcycles in my mirror while transiting 
Stuttgart (aKa Staugart) on the autobahn in a speed 
restricted zone.  First these are nice looking bmWs.  
However there were two of them moving together as 
police motorcycles sometimes do, a sight i actually 
enjoy watching.  back in the fall, i attended the 
iNtErmot in cologne, the motorcycle equivalent 
of the famous Frankfurt auto Show, where i had the 
opportunity to sit on a new bmW K1200P, the police 
version of bmW’s K1200gt.  i was impressed with 
the controls, comfort and the realization of how fast 
and balanced these motorcycles are.  i remember 
my wife and i riding two K1200gt near munich on 
the a99 at a pace in excess of 200 KPH (120 mPH).  
However our german cHiPs variants were enjoying 
the sunshine and warmth that day, as were numerous 
Porsche and corvette owners.  you read correctly, 
the american sports car is thriving in Deutschland!  
i was amazed at how many germans were driving 
these late model performance cars.  likewise, i see 
more mustangs than ever enjoying the german 
roads at speeds.

the autobahn does have speed restricted zones.  
urban areas always have speed limits, as do sections 
with sharp curves and of course construction zones.  
i am convinced that instead of speed limits, the 
germans use construction zones to keep traffic 
speeds in check.  by the time a construction zone 
ends and you are back up to speed, there is another 
speed restricted construction zone.  construction 

zones produce congestion, and 
can introduce you to the speed 
camera.  Speed cameras are 
prolific, being the primary speed 
enforcement device in germany.  
the driver will find them around 
towns and cities, in tunnels, as 
well as in construction zones.  the 
german authorities have fixed 
units that the locals know about, 
and there are mobile units that 
are set up in a manner to surprise 
the unwary.  cameras not only 
catch speeders, but they are also 
used to catch tailgaters and of 
course, those running a red light. 

these tickets come in the mail and the owner is 
responsible for payment.  Fleeing the country is not 
an option, since the rental car agency has your credit 
card on file!

on a recent trip, i spent the night near the Frankfurt 
airport in morfelden.  i remember the first german 
autobahns were constructed at the direction of 
the Nationalist Socialists in 1930s germany, who 
later used them to demonstrate german technical 
superiority.  germany’s automotive giants, Daimler 
benz and auto union, modified their grand prix 
racecars for better aerodynamics in an attempt to set 
speed records.  aerodynamics in that day and time 
usually involved much guesswork associated with 
trial and error.  For those who study the Silver arrows 
in germany, in the late 1930s one of auto union’s 
greatest drivers died 28 January 1938 during a high-
speed run to set a world speed record on a closed 
section of the a5 near morfelden.  Dr Eng Ferdinand 
Porsche designed a mid-engine rekordwagen for 

Random Thoughts..., continued from pg 10

Bernd Rosemeyer Memorial

Ford SMax

Continued on pg 18
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Jeffrey Bradby
Matthew Caplan
Kenneth Crick
Kelly Elliott
Ricardo Fors
James Gericke
Zack Kopp

Gregg Logan
Maxwell Mckinnon
Gregory McMillen
Rafael Medina
Brenda Omohundro
David Omohundro
David Parker

John Perry
Andrew Price
Logan Rush
Doug Strickland
Jennifer Strickland
Haley Tiedemann
Jonathan Ward

Membership and Benefits
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS.

We are thrilled to have you as part of the bmW-cca tidewater chapter!

Whatever your reason for owning a bmW, you have the opportunity to meet others with common 
interests, form new friendships, and learn more about your “ultimate Driving machine!”  you decide 
how you want to participate...face-to-face, virtually, actively, occasionally.  

membership benefits include:
• Free subscriptions to the national club magazine, the Roundel
• Free bi-monthly tidewater chapter newsletter, Das Kummet
• rebates on purchase of new or cPo bmW car or new bmW motorcycle
• Discounts on parts from participating dealers and private companies
• National discounts from travel and service providers like Sprint
• access to bmW cca online forum
• access to technical experts via telephone, email, or forum
• Free classified advertising in Roundel, Das Kummet, and on the chapter web site
• chapter events throughout the year
• New friends with a variety of interests including, of course, bmWs!
• many other benefits! For a complete list, see https://www.bmwcca.org

this is honestly one membership that pays tremendous dividends, so give us a try!

HOW DO I JOIN?

to join, just visit the membership signup page on the National bmW cca site at www.bmwcca.org/
join. check out www.tidewaterbmwcca.org and our Facebook page, or email membership@
tidewaterbmwcca.org for more information about participation and the many membership benefits.

Join us for this fun event as we learn from the best driving instructors and put our 
skills to the test sprinting around the track in their M2s, M3s and M4s! This will take 
place at the BMW Performance Center in Spartanburg, SC on Saturday, June 9, 2018. 
Space is limited; only the first 32 registrants will be able to participate! (A waiting 
list will be created) Only $800 per person for a full day of training and track time. 
$30 for lunch for those who wish to attend but not drive. Registration will open on 
MotorsportReg.com on Sunday, January 28, 2018 at 9 am.

M-Performance Driving School
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2445 Castleton Commerce Way
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

John Kopp
John@RaceWerks.net

Dan Tiedemann
Dan@RaceWerks.net
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after a heart-stopping ride on Virginia route 16, 
the two-lane ribbon over three mountains between 
tazewell and marion, with photo stops along the way, 

we arrived at “the back of 
the Dragon Welcome center” 
on  main Street in tazewell to 
acquire some memorabilia, 
badges of courage, and more 
photos to prove we actually 
were there. then we were off 
to mattie’s Place in burke’s 
garden for lunch. burke’s 
garden is an area of Virginia 

similar to a crater of a volcano with its own micro 
climate where you can have snow in July (or so it 
seems). For lunch we were served homemade bbQ 
on homemade bread and for dessert there was 
homemade apple pie with a homemade ice cream 
topper!! When we pulled in, the ladies at mattie’s 
noted there were more of us than they expected and 
they immediately made more apple pies. 

after lunch we were given a tour of burke’s garden, 
viewing the camels, our hosts’ family farm, and other 
sites, stopped for more photos, and then we were 

back on the road to retrace our route back to marion 
in time for dinner and the “Song of the mountains” 
show at the lincoln theater. 

 the lincoln theatre is the home of the nationally 
syndicated bluegrass music television series, “Song 
of the mountains.” this beautiful facility is one of only 
three remaining mayan revival theaters in america. 
the theater was a full house and the music was as 
authentic mountain and bluegrass as you will ever 
find this side of the blue ridge. We were also on hand 
for a taping by PbS for a later broadcast. big smiles 
and loud applause were required. 

Sunday the weather closed in. the sun gave way 
to a rainy morning - a typical fall morning in the 
mountains. our leaders made a strategic change of 
the days’ events. For us new club members we could 
only imagine what was in store, and after the previous 
days drives we were wondering how they could put 
a cap on “back of the Dragon.”  let it be known that 
given a map with the smallest of road markings there 
is an adventure that can be found.  We lost many of the 
original group from Saturday, going back to the flat 
lands and the daily grind. twelve cars were reduced 
to five which gave us the opportunity to drive the 
roads less traveled with much of the same excitement 
as the prior day. after a stop for some excellent tex-
mex at a hole-in-the-wall adjoining an Exxon gas 
station, we were off to the nearby Davis Winery and 
Distillery of Virginia to sample some of the best of the 
mountain’s wine and appalachian mountain Spirits. 

the weekend adventure came to a close as we turned 
back to marion on, of all things, a four lane highway, 
and for us new to all this there was a bit of sadness. 
there is an enjoyment of being with people who 
appreciate the adventure of driving great machines 
designed to make two lane mountain roads seem 
like a stroll in the park.  So until next year when we 
attempt to conquer “the back of the Dragon” again, 
safe driving to all.

Back of the Dragon, continued from pg 8

‘Song of the Mountains’ at Lincoln Theater

Davis Distillery

The Dragon Slayers
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Your obsession – our passion

1322 Transylvania Ave. 
Chesapeake VA 23324

8-5 Monday-Friday
757.545.9394

sportsandimports.net
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the bmW car club of america Foundation has 
operated for over 15 years, but many members are 
unaware of its purpose, programs, or services offered. 
the Foundation was formed in greenville, Sc in march 
of 2002 as a 501(c)(3) charity. the purpose of the bmW 
cca Foundation is to serve as a living repository of 
bmW information and to establish programs to benefit 
bmW owners and the general public.

the Foundation maintains a triad of initiatives in 
support of its mission:

• the Street Survival teen Driving Safety Program
• the library, archives, and museum Program
• the conservation and Preservation Program

the tirerack® Street Survival teen Driving Safety 
Program was one of the first initiatives of the 
Foundation. the premise of Street Survival is “learning 
by doing.” it is a hands-on course for students from 
age 15 to 20 taught by experienced instructors both 
on the course and in the classroom. this is not “drivers 
ed,” nor anything like it. the program teaches students 
to think and look ahead while exploring the proper 
techniques to steer, brake and escape an accident 
while training in their own cars (they do not have to be 
bmWs). our tidewater chapter recently conducted 
the 1,001st tirerack® Street Survival School staffed by 
Foundation instructors and our own driving coaches. to 
find out more about Street Survival visit: http://www.
streetsurvival.org.

the Foundation library, archives, and museum 
are located in greer, Sc (next door to the bmW 
Performance center). the goal of the archive is to

“…maintain a historical archive of all things 
BMW and BMW Car Club related and to make 
available to the public technical, historic and 
general information on BMW automobiles and 
BMW related organizations.”

the program creates a repository for bmW related 
historical documents, literature and paraphernalia, 
providing club members access to rare and interesting 
artifacts while ensuring their continued existence. the 

museum is generally open from 9:00am to 4:00pm most 
weekdays; however, they close during special events 
and most holidays, so it’s a good idea to call first: 864-
329-1919. you can learn more about the Foundation’s 
library, archive and museum program online at: 
https://bmwccafoundation.org/about/programs/
library-archives-and-museum/

the Foundation’s conservation and Preservation 
Program ensures the objects in our archives and 
museum are restored to a condition and maintained 
so they are accessible to enthusiasts. the Foundation 
has over 50,000 objects in its inventory. at least 95% 
of the objects are in good to excellent condition. the 
preservation program focuses on ensuring these 
objects remain in that condition. the Foundation 
also has objects that require conservation. these are 
typically items of historical significance that require 
repair, restoration or renewal. Some objects can be 
restored in house while others require professional 
restoration. before undergoing restoration, the 
conservation and Preservation committee reviews the 
cost/benefit of the restoration in light of the object’s 
historical significance.

there are several ways you can support the Foundation, 
including the ‘buy a brick campaign’. Did you know 
you can “cement” your legacy with a brick? the 
campaign is in full swing, and your purchase will 
help to fund Foundation programs and go towards 
the Foundation’s building program. For more 
information visit: http://www.fundraisingbrick.com/
bmwccafoundation.

the Foundation launched its fundraising campaign 
‘champions of the Foundation’ at this year’s 
oktoberfest. your most recent roundel included an 
insert explaining the program, how to donate, and 
levels of donation. in the unlikely event you accidently 
trashed the insert (i know you would not have done 
so on purpose) you can learn more and donate here: 
https://bmwchampions.org

you can also help fund the Foundation’s programs 
via amazon Smile. if you are not aware of the amazon 

BMW Car Club of America Foundation

Continued on pg 17
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Great Pumpkin Fun Run

Smile program, the next time you purchase anything 
on amazon type amazon Smile in the search box first. 
Follow the directions to order via amazon Smile and 
designate the bmW cca Foundation as the charity you 
wish to donate to. a small portion of the proceeds from 
each purchase will go the bmW cca Foundation.

at this point you may be asking yourself, “brad, why 
on earth are you telling us all this?” the simple answer 
is i recently volunteered and was subsequently 
appointed to be our chapter’s “ambassador” to the 

bmW cca Foundation. as such, i serve as a spokesman 
for the Foundation at the chapter level and i am here 
to answer, or find an answer to, any of your questions 
about the Foundation, its activities, and services. Feel 
free to email or call me anytime with any questions you 
may have.

brad Purvis 
tidewater chapter bmW cca Foundation ambassador 
bmwfoundation@tidewaterbmwcca.org 
757-869-1459

BMW Foundation, continued from pg 16

Steve Waddell 

and the winners of the 2017 great Pumpkin Fun 
run are … bill and michelle baxter driving “al” 
the hand built race car. the day was cloudy but 
we all stayed dry and had a great day on the fun 
back roads of Suffolk. We finished with some 
tasty pizza and italian for lunch at amicis, and got 
a little loud discussing the difference between 
a “skid mark” and a “burnout” (the fun run 
competition is pretty serious). come on out next 
october, we’d love to have you.

‘Al’ outrunning the pumpkins

Lunch at Amicis Suffolk

BMW Classics Group

It’s official - the 
BMW Classics 
group and Mr. 
Peanut both love 
BMW’s, and the 
Suffolk country 
roads of the Great 
Pumpkin Fun Run!

Recently, the BMW Classics group teamed up on 
a brake system rebuild on a 2002. Join us for fun 
in the garage, on back roads drives, or traveling to 
classics events.

Steve Waddell
BMW Classics Chairman
757-535-5878
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IMPORT CAR PARTS
Major parts brands for BMW and other import cars.

11246 Jefferson Ave., Newport News    757.599.3360

1300 East Little Creek Road    757.440.0004

606 First Colonial Rd., Virginia Beach    757.425.7100

or on the web at www.BAp-gEoN.CoM

auto union for the run, as did mercedes benz.  these 
cars had lots of power, skinny tires, and maybe a 
lap belt.  bernd rosemeyer, the great hero of grand 
Prix racing, was driving the mid engine 16-cylinder 
beast in this record attempt.  While traveling 
around 268 miles per hour, after passing under an 
overpass, rosemeyer’s rekordwagen was caught 
by a crosswind, pushed off the road and rolled 
multiple times coming to rest in some trees.  team 
members and bystanders had to cut him out of the 
car, but despite their efforts he died on the scene.  a 
memorial is in the woods just south of the morfelden 
exit on the south bound lane of the a5. i always 
think about what happened that day when driving at 
speed on a day with strong winds.  our bmWs seem 
to handle cross winds rather well, but i can a recall 
a few instances where a sudden crosswind buffeted 
the car in a manner that could have been dangerous 
when i was traveling in excess of 200 Kilometers per 
hour (that translates to approximately 120 mPH in 
american).  i confess that i now slow down when the 
wind is strong.

these are just a few random thoughts while driving 
in germany.  i know i mentioned it in past articles, 
but i do enjoy driving in germany.  congestion and 
construction do add their challenges, but the order 
and manner of driving that is normal is a marvelous 
experience that every driver should try to enjoy at 
least once in their life. Driving in germany helps 
me to understand why our bmWs are designed, 
engineered and built the way they are.  Even the 
most mundane bmW can handle the autobahn.  i 
joyfully remember a non-mundane black bmW 520d 
touring that smoothly and quickly allowed me to 
make a very fast run to our work location one Sunday 
morning.  Some say i cried when i had to give that 
car back.  i really did enjoy the drive!

Random Thoughts..., continued from pg 11

The Blue Pig

Please pardon our mess! It may be hard to see, but our website 
is undergoing major renovations. Our engineers are hard at work 
improving the user experience. Several enhancements include improved 
functionality, native support across all browers and platforms, increased 
efficiency when navigating events and their respective photos & online 
ordering. Our target for full implementation is the first quarter of 2018.

If you have tech experience, creative ideas or a desire to provide our 
webmaster with more caffeine, please reach out to us. Assistance is 
always appreciated, so ask how you can help. 
Email: webmeister@tidewaterbmwcca.org.

Chapter Website
UNDeR CONSTRUCTiON
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