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BMW NUT NEWS

dead on and with the mass of my very 
large car hitting his plastic Saturn door, 
he very likely would have been seriously 
injured if not dead. To be honest once I 
knew he was not hurt, in the spur of the 
moment and the heat of the shock I was 
just angry that my car was all messed up. 
But his recognition of the fact that he 
could have been dead in that moment 
calmed me down and helped me to not 
blurt out the words that were coming to 
my mind.........”what the bleep were you 
thinking?...” so the usual accident scene 
ensued police reports etc and my car 
had to be towed away. I did get to meet 
the young man’s father who left work 
and rushed home to his help his son.

the Saturn was committed and did not 
see me coming at all until we collided, 
my only hope was that he would see me 
and be able to stop as he was just pulling 
out. The collision with the front corner 
of his car put my car into the guard rail 
on the left side of the road and the Saturn 
scraped down the entire passenger side 
of my car from front fender to the rear 
bumper. Most importantly the driver of 
the Saturn was fine and I was fine, no 
injuries except to the cars. The young 
man driving the Saturn turned out to be 
a very nice young man who was quick to 
realize and point out that if I hadn’t tried 
my last ditch maneuver my car likely 
would have hit the drivers side door 

t is with great sadness that I must write 
the final chapter in the story of the truly 
amazing and much loved (by me anyway) 
745Li.

On a foggy winter morning in January 
as I made my way to an appointment, I 
noticed a blue Saturn on the right up 
ahead of me at the end of a driveway. 
I thought nothing of it as I sped along 
until, at the last moment the Saturn 
pulled out in front of me. I had to think 
fast and deployed the skills I have learned 
in the emergency lane change exercise 
as part of many BMWCCA Car Control 
Clinics and tried to maneuver around the 
car in the oncoming traffic lane which 
was clear at the time. Sadly the driver of 

Harvey Nuttall, Membership Chair
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BMW Nut news continued...

So the replacement is a 2011 750i X 
Drive with the M Sports Package. What 
a car.Let’s hope it serves me every bit as 
well as the last one did.

A couple of weeks after the accident 
I felt compelled to call the father of the 
young man who had hit my car and tell 
him about the BMWCCA Street survival 
schools and how I have been involved 
through the BMW club with instructing 
at these type of classes, and invited his 
son to participate in one of these. He was 
thrilled to learn about this and informed 
me that he has three sons that definitely 
need to attend this training. As he 
checked out the website he let me know 
that he had never heard of such a program 
and was extremely impressed with what 
we are doing. He said his middle son has 
just started driving too and he wants to 
sign both he and his 18 year old up for 
the next school that is available in the 

area and he would like it if it’s one that I 
am part of the instructor team. In the end 
it all worked out great. THE END .... or 
the beginning of the next chapter.

driving that car well into the 300k’s.
Aah well, a sad departure but 

an opportunity to update I guess. So 
thankful that no one was hurt and all 

that is needed is replacement cars. So 
I began the hunt for a replacement 
and started looking for another 7. I 
actually considered a few that were 
listed online that were the exact same 
car but the opportunity to enjoy some 
of the technological advances of the next 
generation 7 series was very enticing. 
So we went to look at a car on a lot in 
Lansing and the first car I looked at was 
the car I bought. I did spend a lot of time 
sifting through online potential options 
but this one stood out and the price was 
right. The M package is not something 
that was available on the 
previous model so that 
was a plus but the heated 
and cooled seats and active 
cruise control and lane 
departure and night vision 
were a few of the features 
that caught my attention. 

His dad informed me that he has only 
been driving for 2 years and is 18. I had to 
call my client and let him know I wouldn’t 
be showing up for our appointment and 

next I found myself on a tow truck ride 
to a wrecked car yard. Abby was able to 
get out of work to come and get me and 
we unloaded the contents of the car and 
I said my goodbyes to my beloved friend 
that has taken me wherever I needed to go 

in supreme comfort and with exceptional 
reliability for the past 200,000 miles. 
Her final resting mileage was 270,625 
and I’m convinced I still would have been 



9240 Belding Road 
Rockford, Michigan 49341 

(616) 874-7932 
www.euroautowerks.com 

 

Open Mon. - Fri. 8 am - 5:30 pm 

BMW CCA Member 
Discounts Available 

“In the 10 years I have taken my cars to 
Euro Autowerks, Tim and his staff have 
never let me down.  If you value excellent 
service, reasonable prices, impeccable 
honesty and a personal relationship with 
your technician, it’s the place for you.” 

 

Ed Blackwell 

2018 Event Schedule
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- Autocross at the TireRack in South Bend
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July 15

August 26 - Autocross at the TireRack in South Bend

Sept 9 - Autocross at the TireRack in South Bend

Oct 7 - Autocross at the TireRack in South Bend

Sept 15 - Summer “Drive and Dine” Route TBD - matthewwestgate@hotmail.com

Oct 13 - Fall Color Tour + Poker Run 2018

Jan 2019 - Holiday Party - annual festivities and awards



Coming from a sledgehammer 
of a Corvette, the BMW’s e46 M3’s 
sleek body lines, friendly handling, 
and unassuming power are what 
attracted me to this particular car when 
looking for a change of pace. When 
an e46 M3 with an ESSTuning 525hp 
Supercharger that pushes 6psi appeared 
on Craigslist, I convinced my wife to 
take a “vacation” to drive 10 hours 
to pick the car up from Minnesota.

Throughout the past 13 months of 
my ownership I have made improvements 
for track use at various local autocross 
events as well as Gridlife Time Attack 
and Tireracks One Lap of America.

 The suspension consists of Motion 
Control 2-Way adjustable coilovers, 
Bimmerworld Suspension bushing/
bearings throughout and Turner Sway 
bars. The engine is stock except for 
the blower. Exhaust is handled by 
Supersprint headers and a Bimmerworld 
3.5” race exhaust. The transmission 
is an e36m3 5 speed with an Active 
Autowerke Clutch and a AKG Race 
shifter. The interior is mainly focused on 

safety with a 4 point rollbar fabricated by 
Mike Piecko at Redmist Automotive that 
allows for proper installation of a 6 point 

harness and a OMP WRC seat keeps me 
secure. Braking is handled by Brembo 
6 piston calipers on all 4 corners with 
Stoptech rotors and PFC 01 pads 
providing the bite. The rolling stock is 
typically Bridgestone RE-71R’s in either 
a 275 or 285 tread width. The wheels 
are Apex EC-7’s and 18x10 if using 
275 tires or 18x11 if using the 285’s.

My aero is continuously evolving as I 
have time to install and test new changes. 
I started this season with a Bimmerworld 
wing with homemade endplates and 
uprights to satisfy the #Gridlife street 

mod rules but have recently upgraded 
to a GoodAero Raptor wing. In the 
front I have Trackspec motorsports 

hood vents helping 
evacuate pressure 
from the engine bay 
while a homemade 
plywood splitter 
attempts to smooth 
air entering 
from the bottom 
of the car. A 
friend and I have 

currently started playing with a 3D 
printer so that we can create ducts for 
a more elaborate splitter. I’m looking 
forward to testing that once we have it 
completed. I haven’t done too much to 
lighten the car beyond stock other than 

removing the sound deadening and 
cd changer from the trunk, although I 
did shave about 60 pounds off the very 
top of the car by removing the factory 
sunroof and replacing it with an OEM 
Carbon Fiber Roof/Headliner and 
sound deadening. My brother in law 
and I tackled that in the garage this 
past winter with lots of heat lamps. 

brad yonkers
E46 M3 - a change with pace
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photos continued.....
E46 M3 - a change with pace
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event photos



WHAT’S it LIKE TO OWN A BMW HYBRID
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Dave Brandsen

I had an opportunity to end the lease on my 2015, 750li 
early.  BMW was doing a 6- month pull ahead and asked if I 
was ready to upgrade.   I was!  The last three BMW’s I owned 
were all the same model, so I was thinking of possibly making a 
change for my next car.  The dealer wanted me to try a 740eXi.  
However, the one they had was not the color I wanted.   So 
the dealer traded a black on black for me.  And I was in!

I have been driving the 740eXi for 13,000 miles now.  It is 
a rolling technological 
marvel.  The car has 
new technology that no 
other BMW has.  It was 
a totally new car for 
BMW in 2017.  The 
manufacturer often 
uses the 7 series to 
introduce new features 
and this is the first to 
use the new carbon 
fiber core.  This new core makes it lighter than the previous 
models, also making it ride and handle better than any other 
BMW I have ever owned. The audio system has gesture control, 
allowing you to raise and lower the volume and make changes 
to the music without ever touching the controls.  Everyone 
thinks this is pretty sweet!  The dual sunroofs make riding in 
the back seat a pleasure and the interior room is incredible. 
The 740eXi shows off the new BMW Connected Drive, too.  

There are many features I can control directly from 
an App on my cell phone.  I can set a timer to have my car 
“preheat” 15 minutes before I get in it.  An awesome feature 
for winter in Michigan!   And because it’s a hybrid, it only 
uses the batteries, not the engine to do this.  In hot weather it 
can also “pre-cool”.   Which is a pretty COOL feature when 
it’s 90 and humid!  With this model being a bit more rare 
than most 7 series, I have had to rely heavily on BMW (not 

my local BMW dealer) 
to learn how to use all 
the new technology 
that is in this vehicle. 

Fortunately, with 
a new 7 you also 
get a BMW genius 
that specializes in 
the 7, who can talk 
you through every 
detail.  So far, I love 

the hybrid feature of this vehicle.  When it’s in full electric 
mode it is amazingly quiet.  Gas millage is not what they 
advertised but I get around 30 MPG all the time, city 
or highway.  A nice bonus for having a plug in car is that 
Consumers lowered my home electric bill!  I would probably 
get another one since the incentives are really good.  So 
if you are brave enough to try something new…go for it! I 
have really enjoyed this vehicle and I bet you will too!

shared photos
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“neverlift”
craig sisk, performance driving chair

   The last time I left you, I had just told you about my new caged dedicated track car – my 3rd black e36 M3.  I had purchased the 
car at the end of my 2016 season and was able to take the car out to a Michiana Autocross for an initial shakedown and a bit of fun 
before the season was over. 

  The morning of the autocross was a bit damp as it had rained early that morning, but the track was slowly drying out.  The car 
came with a set of slicks, a spare set of slicks, and no road or rain tires so I had to tiptoe around in the morning while things were damp, 
but my times started to drop progressively as the track dried and I got more comfortable in a new to me car.  The gearing of the car 
is incredibly short requiring me to shift into 3rd in the faster parts of the autocross course – in a stock car that is pretty rare.  In the 
afternoon session the track was fully dry and I got to experience some of the magic that is sticky race rubber – its amazing how much 
grip the tires have to give!

 The autocross was a great first taste of the new car in action and I was excited for the upcoming season and had a long winter off 
season to make plans and address a small laundry list of items that were uncovered during the pre-purchase inspection.

  Attending the autocross gave me my first experience towing my vehicle to an event with a trailer I had borrowed from a friend.  I 
had to load up the night before so I’d be ready to go, I had to unload the car in the morning when I got to the autocross, load the car up 
after the event, and unload the car again when I got home.  It definitely adds to your day and the total time required for an event – and 
it was especially noticeable for an autocross which is typically a 1 day affair that had now become work on 2 days as I needed to load 
up the evening before so I could leave in the morning and avoid having to get up an hour earlier and making a bunch of early morning 
noise for my neighbors.

  During the winter break I did a lot of research into trailers for my car.  I talked to several other club members I know that 
tow their cars to the track as well as doing lots of research 
on the internet.  The first choice you have to make is open 
vs enclosed (or box) trailers.  Open trailers are typically 
lighter, smaller, and cost less.  Your car is open to the 
elements and anybody who wants to help themselves to a 
look or an easily accessible part.  Enclosed trailers protect 
your car from the elements and unscrupulous individuals 
and can provide a nice place to hang out while at the 
track.  They are also bigger, heavier, more susceptible to 
cross winds while towing, give worse gas mileage, and are 
generally more expensive.  There are budget options and 
used enclosed trailers that have reasonable price tags – but 
if you pick a fancy brand and get friendly with the options 
list, they can cost a whole lot of money – you could easily 
spend more than the cost of a new BMW on a high end 
enclosed trailer.

  I knew people with both kinds of trailers and from my 
point of view an enclosed trailer is the better option once 
you are at the track.  What I was concerned about was the 
driving and towing experience on the way to and from the 
track.  I didn’t want to spend a fair amount of money and 
end up with something that I didn’t enjoy towing or worse 
dreaded towing.

For the 2017 season I decided not to purchase a trailer
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“neverlift” continued...

and instead was able to borrow an open trailer from a friend for a couple events and rented an enclosed trailer for one event 
so I could experience both options before making any decisions.  I towed the open trailer with just my car on it and at first it’s 
a bit weird to see a car in your rearview mirror at that height and 
that close.  After getting used to that, you can see through the car’s 
windshield and rear window so you still have some rearward visibility.

I also towed the open trailer with a set of spare tires mounted on 
the rack above the car’s hood and that blocks a lot of the visibility 
in the rear-view mirror and forced me to use the side mirrors much 
more.  The open trailer I was using was on the smaller side of the 
spectrum and the bed of the trailer was about the same width as my 
truck and the wheel pods on each side of the trailer stuck out a little bit.

  The enclosed trailer that I rented was 8.5 feet wide and 22 feet long 
and that is just the box of the trailer - there is a tongue on the trailer that 
adds another 3-4 feet to the overall length.  With the enclosed trailer 
there is no rear-view mirror visibility, it completely blocks your view.  
There are some systems you can purchase to mount a video camera on 
the rear of the trailer and you have a small screen in your tow vehicle 
with the display giving some rearward visibility.  The view out of the 
side mirrors was a little disconcerting at first – 8.5 feet is really wide and 
each side of the trailer sticks out really far from each side of the truck 
and also hides a lot of visibility.  I wasn’t blind, but I was very aware of 
the extra width while going down the road.  It made navigating parking 
lots more difficult and essentially made me want to stay in the slow 
lane and only head for my destination to avoid any extra turns or stops. 

  I definitely felt the box trailer more while towing it with a little bit of 
cross wind, but also more drag on the truck from both wind resistance 
on the large frontal area of the trailer but 
also from the extra weight of the trailer.  The 
enclosed trailer I rented used a steel frame for 
its construction.  There are many aluminum 
options out there, that will save 1,000 plus 
pounds on a trailer that size, but they also cost 
more.  All in all, the weekend was uneventful 
in terms of my travels while towing, I just 
took my time and was extra attentive.

The open trailer had a couple of ramps 
you had to line up with each tire to drive onto 
the trailer.  The enclosed trailer’s entire rear 
surface was a door that folded down and was 
the ramp you drive up on so you don’t have 
to spend time setting up or aligning ramps 
to be just right.  Strapping the car down to 
either trailer was a pretty similar experience.

Parts, accessories & knowledge since 1974

800.535.2002 | BavAuto.com

n Free shipping over $150 (most orders)

n No sales tax (we’re in tax-free NH)

n Free tech help: blog.BavAuto.com

Everything for your

BMW & MINI parts
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continued on page 11...
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“neverlift”
continued...

So what’s the verdict?  Overall the light weight 
of the open trailer and the smaller size were nice 
and manageable and made maneuvers in traffic 
and parking lots low stress and predictable.  The 
enclosed trailer was more stressful to tow, but 
manageable.  I think a skinnier enclosed trailer 
would be a great compromise – a 7.5 foot wide 
trailer would take 6 inches off of each side and I 
think that would make a huge difference in visibility 
in the side mirrors as wells as maneuverability.  
Luckily there are lots of companies out there that 
make custom trailers – you just have to be willing to 
spend the money.  I’ll probably end up with an open 
trailer for the next few years but I might eventually 
end up with something custom that is the best of 
both worlds … NeverLift!



BMW CCA, Michiana Chapter
P.O. Box 2173

Grand Rapids, MI 49501
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This newsletter is a publication of the Michiana Chapter of the BMW CCA, Inc. a non profit organization which is not connected in any way with the 
Bayerische Moteren Werke AG or the importer. It is published as a service to its members. The ideas, suggestions and opinions expressed herein are solely 
those of the individual authors and no endorsement or authentication is implied. None of the  information bears the status of “factory-approved” unless so 

indicated. Some modifications described may void the warranty or be illegal. 
All suggestions and contributions to this newsletter are welcome. 

Please send them to the editor, Mark Chomiczewski, via email: chomiczewski3@gmail.com


