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UPCOMING EVENTS
8/18 Bimmer Breakfast 

Pop’s Diner in Greenbrier at 9am

9/15 Bimmer Breakfast 
Pop’s Diner in Greenbrier at 9am

9/16 trss: tire rack street survival 
NCCAR

9/22 peninsula Breakfast 
Baker’s Crust at 9am 

5234 Monticello Ave #115, Williamsburg, VA

10/5-10/7 Back Of tHe DraGOn 

RSVP and details for all events 
at https://www.motorsportreg.com/ 

Questions: send email to events@tidewaterbmwcca.org
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MEMBERSHIP
Tidewater Chapter: 668 as of March 2018
,
ADDRESS CHANGES
Address changes can be made on the BMWCCA National website 
(www.bmwcca.org) by hitting ‘Login’ and following instructions on site. From
there, click on the ‘Manage Account’ link on the top of the page; then click on
the ‘Change Addresses’ link.

Or write to:
ROUNDEL BMW CCA
640 South Main Street - Suite 201
Greenville, SC 29601

All changes done through the National office will update both your National and 
Tidewater Chapter address information.

NEWSLETTER and PHOTO CONTRIBUTIONS:
Your articles and photos are very welcomed by us. To be included in an issue 
the materials must be received by the 1st of the month preceding the date of 
the issue. To spice up the newsletter we always need photos of chapter events.  
We may also use them on the chapter website.  Send your contributions to 
Editor@tidewaterbmwcca.org. Thanks!

SOCIAL MEDIA:
Chapter web site: www.tidewaterbmwcca.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TWBMWCCA/
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/twbmwcca/
Follow us on Twitter: @TWBMWCCA
Subscribe to our email lists:   http://www.tidewaterbmwcca.org/lists/

FINE PRINT NOTICE: Das Kummet is published bimonthly and remains the property of the Tidewa-
ter Chapter BMW CCA, P.O. Box 62145, Virginia Beach, VA  23462-2145.  All information is for mem-
bers and advertisers only.  Ideas, suggestions, writings, and opinions are those of the contributing 
authors without authentication by or liability to the BMW CCA, the Editors, or Officers of the Tide-
water BMW CCA chapter.  No information in das Kummet bears the status of “Factory Approved” 
unless so stated and implies no endorsement or guarantees expressed.  The Tidewater Chapter of 
the BMW CCA is completely independent of and in no way connected with BMW NA or BMW AG.  
The contents of this publication remains the property of the chapter.  All BMW CCA chapters, with 
permission,  may quote or copy from the publication provided full credit is given to the author and 
the Tidewater Chapter unless noted as “Copyrighted” and is not used for commercial purposes.
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Words cannot express the sheer driving pleasure associated with my latest BMW!  If it is 
possible, I am even more enamored with the car than I have been for the past twenty years.  
As I told a member at the May-monthly breakfast at Pop’s, this car is the epitome of BMW 
engineering.  Her grace and elegance are ubiquitous in her every detail, which speaks only 
to an uncompromising blend of power and comfort, agility and smoothness, performance and 
style.  In other words, I am absolutely enthralled with my 2001 750iL.

June will prove to be a very busy month for your Chapter leadership, we will embrace this with 
a sense of wonderment and excitement.  Myself and our exemplary Secretary, Ray Laffoon, 
will be traveling to Atlanta, GA to represent our club at a regional conference.  We are ready 
to exchange ideas with other clubs’ leadership as well as to fight for our independence 

and retention of Club funds.  The following weekend we will be traveling to Greer, SC for our M-Performance Drive and 
Foundation tour.  The weekend after we have our June-monthly breakfast at Pop’s and then our quarterly breakfast in 
Williamsburg.  My predecessor, Darin Kwasniewski, did a phenomenal job of ensuring that our Club exceeded its national 
requirements as well ensure fun activities for all.  It has been my pleasure to continue that tradition, a tradition Ray and I will 
be sure national leadership is fully aware of.

During our BMW talk immediately following our May breakfast I was surprised to learn many were unaware of The Hire; 
something I believe is worth mentioning.  In 2001 and 2002 BMW produced two seasons of short films, all staring Clive Owen 
driving a BMW on a variety of different missions.  Although the plot varied between the films the emotional impact was 
always potent as well as the adventure of the BMW performing great acrobatic feats.  Under the guise of a red-herring, BMW 
even hid mysterious clues in one of their films.  The clues took the inquisitor on quite an adventure to many places including 
Apple’s website, New York City and Las Vegas.  At the end of the adventure one lucky family won a brand new Z4!  Much 
to my delight BMW released another short film recently.  That movie is available at www.bmwfilms.com while the first two 
seasons are available at http://www.bmwblog.com/2009/08/25/video-collection-bmw-films-the-hire/ or via YouTube search 
for BMW Films The Hire.  There are nine films in all now, and of course we cannot forget about the The Hire comic series!

I am pleased to say that our new website is coming along...slowly, but surely.  We are gearing up for upcoming events 
including our Independence Day Drive, Tire Rack Street Survival and Back of the Dragon.  National has enhanced their 
vehicle purchase rebate program.  Previously a member had to wait one full year after joining before being eligible for the 
rebate.  The rebate is now available immediately when purchasing a three-year membership.  If you have a friend, neighbor, 
or colleague in the market for a BMW please mention that to them.  For a $134  membership they can receive more money 
back with the rebate based on which vehicle they purchase.  Please continue to use MotorSportReg to sign up for events 
and I look forward to seeing you on the road!  Lastly please do write-in how you got started with BMW so we can publish in a 
future edition of Das Kummet!

ADDENDUM: Ray and I made it safely to and from Atlanta for the regional conference.  A major focus was the regionalization 
of newsletters, an issue Ray and I both objected to.  Our Regional Vice President privately mentioned that Das Kummet 
is consistently stellar.  The primary focus for us will continue be to deliver an 
exciting variety of events while increasing our membership base.  Thank you for 
your membership and I look forward to seeing you soon.

Fröhliches Autofahren! 
Shawn, 
President, Tidewater 
Chapter BMW CCA

President’s Corner

Join Us On Facebook!

Join us on Facebook and stay up to 
date with all your Club’s activities! The 
Club “Page” is open to the public and 
includes basic Club information and our 
events: www.facebook.com/twbmwcca  

Our “Member’s Group” is a closed 
group for our registered members 
where you can post your pictures, ask 
questions, and join the discussions: 
www.facebook.com/groups/twbmwcca
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By Brad Purvis 
BMW CCA Tidewater Chapter 
BMW CCA Foundation Ambassador

The Foundation took delivery of our first simulator. The purpose of the simulator is to serve as an adjunct to 
the Tire Rack Street Survival program. There is still a long way to go before we deploy the first one to an actual 
Street Survival experience simply because there is a lot of testing, software development, and a curriculum to be 
established before this can happen. The simulator, or Street Survival 2.0 as it is affectionately called, will eventually 
include additional maneuvers to help improve the habits and skills of our teen student drivers. The simulator is an 
enhancement to the current program or can substitute, in some cases, for the “traditional” course if one cannot be 
held due to lack of facility or other factors. Development is in conjunction with the University of Iowa.

Several TRSS instructors, prior students and some who had yet to take the course “drove” the simulator evaluate 
and give their impressions. Their initial feedback will help develop and improve the initial simulator and software 
deployment.

Neil Baer (neil@streetsurvival.org) has been hired as the Foundation’s new Director of Street Survival and will 
be working out of the Foundation on Tuesday through Friday. Neil has been very involved in the Street Survival 
program at the Chapter level in Houston and recently moved to South Carolina where he is helping out at the 
Foundation. Recently, Neil was instrumental during the relighting project in the museum. Neil replaces Madeline 
Miller who successfully ran and developed the current Street Survival program for the Foundation. We thank 
Madeline for her years of selfless service to our Foundation and wish her well in her future endeavors.

So far this year, we have conducted 42 TRSS schools through the first six months. There are 29 schools already on 
the calendar for the remaining six months.

The Foundation’s Open House weekend to introduce the ICON, Fifty Years of the 2002, Presented by The Werk Shop 
was a great success. All 500 opening day tickets were sold. The three speakers, Rob Siegel, Jackie Jouret and 
Adrian Valentin Mitu, were spread throughout the day. The Foundation Store did approximately $16,000 worth of 
business over the weekend, including the Foundation’s visit to The Vintage. We sold about 80% of the first 300 
softcover editions of the ICON book over the weekend. A second printing is already scheduled.

The exhibit is also getting great attention within the BMW Company. BMW Manufacturing CEO Knudt Flor visited 
with his entire senior staff and purchased 20 of the softcover books to give to each of them. Also, the Museum was 
added to the agenda for every single BMW Genius Trainee while they are visiting Greer as part of their training. 
Kenn Sparks and Tom Plucinsky of BMW NA have already toured, and all Plant Spartanburg new hires will tour the 
Foundation this summer, which is expected to be between 150 - 300 people.

Here is a link to a five-minute video of the ICON exhibit: https://youtu.be/otfc2pGII5k.

As always, the BMW CCA Foundation’s TRIAD is to support teen driving safety via the Tire Rack Street Survival 
Teen Driving Safety Program, maintain the Library, Archives & Museum Program and sustain the Conservation 
Preservation Program.

You can show your support of the Foundation by donating via AmazonSmile; The Brick Fundraiser Program; or 
the Donor Wall with a company, organization or individual contribution directly to the foundation. Learn more at 
https://bmwccafoundation.org.

BMW CCA Foundation Update



www.tidewaterbmwcca.org             July • August 2018 - das Kummet6

Contact activitiescommittee@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Club TOOLBOX
For those that have always wanted us to put a name with a face, here’s a picture of 
our club tools. They’ve been relocated to our treasurer Ron Boustedt’s house. Feel 
free to reach out if you need to scratch your shade tree mechanic itch.

Club MERCHANDISE
Apparel from Land’s End with Tidewater Chapter logo is available for purchase. Contact merch@tidewaterbmwcca.org for availability 
and questions about the following merchandise:

Apparel (polos, hats, etc.) - various prices at club events 
Chapter Logo Decals  • BMW CCA Decals: FREE at club events

Personalized Club nametags, for club events, can be ordered from Tag-Ink for $20 each. 
Email orders@tag-ink.com or call 757-233-6952

•	 HELMETS for track events
• Service light resetting tools - very useful
• Tie rod separator - pickle forks
• Remote starter switch
• Clutch Alignment tool
• Pilot bearing puller
• Fan clutch wrench & bar
• Electric impact wrench

• Lockstrip tool
• 17mm Trans. drain socket
• Brake bleed system - very useful
• Coil spring compressors
• PEAKE code/reset tool - all models can be 

connected under hood or dash
• SRS air bag scanner

Contact borrowequip@tidewaterbmwcca.org for your needs.

Advertisements
Non-commercial classified ads are free
to chapter members.  Ads will run in 
three published issues and then may 
be continued in subsequent issues only 
by contacting the Newsletter Editor. 
Ads submitted are limited to 200 
words per ad including name, address, 
phone number and email address 
if available. Items offered for sale 
must be the personal property of the 
submitting member or family and not 
of a business.

Commercial ads are available to 
members and non-members. Such ads 
must be accompanied by payment in 
full. Rates shown below are per year 
(approximately 6 issues). All ads must 
be submitted in a usable digital format 
or as camera ready.  “Das Kummet” 
reserves the right to edit or reject any 
ad submitted.

FuLL  PG  …$135/issue or $700 per yr.

HaLF PG  …$65/issue or $350 per yr.

1/4  PG  …$50/issue or $225 per yr.

BIz CaRd  …$20/issue or $100 per yr.

A 32 mile span of Virginia Route 16 with over three 
hundred curves, the ‘Back of the Dragon’ is one of 
the premier roads in the nation for sports cars, with 
spectacular views crossing three mountains from 
Marion to Tazewell in western Virginia. Columbus Day 
weekend we will head west to tackle this and other 
BMW worthy routes. Highlights of the driving tour will 
include:

•	Drive ‘Back of Dragon’ multiple days 
(www.visitvirginiamountains.com/trails.html), Oct. 6 & 7

•	 Lunch on Saturday in the historic valley of Burke’s Garden 
(visittazewellcounty.org/burkes-garden-2), prepared by the Amish

•	 ‘To the Breaks and Back’ tour on Sunday (clawofthedragon.com/to-the-
breaks-and-back.html) with sightseeing and lunch at Breaks Interstate Park, 
the “Grand Canyon of the South” (breakspark.com)

•	 Caravan from Hampton Roads to Marion, Friday, October 5
•	 ‘Song of the Mountains’ concert (songofthemountains.org) at the famous 

Lincoln Theater in Marion, Oct. 6
•	 Accommodations at the historic General Francis Marion Hotel 

(gfmhotel.com)

Plan now to join us Oct. 5-8 on the ‘Back of the Dragon’:
•	Make hotel reservations (276-783-4800) - request block of rooms held 

under name Dr. G. Schrader with BMW Car Club by Sept. 1 (Traditional 
Queen	regularly	$120,	10%	discount	if	we	fill	the	rooms)

•	Order ‘Song of the Mountains’ tickets online (thelincoln.org) for Sat., Oct. 6 
at 7 pm, $25/$30 each (or purchase at door if available)

•	 RSVP at motorsportreg.com (https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/back-
of-dragon-bmw-cca-tidewater-349404)

For additional info contact Darin Kwasniewski at 
memberatlarge@tidewaterbmwcca.org or 757-304-1512
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By David Smallridge

The June 8th weekend was a thrill at BMW’s South Carolina Performance 
School. The Tidewater BMW CCA had a group discount ///M event, 
which was an excellent opportunity for me to be able to take advantage. 
I am surprised more folks did not do the same. Joining the BMW CCA 
has shown me some significant benefits, this experience being just one 
of them. My wife Beth and I decided we would make it a family trip to so 
she and our boys Ethan and Colin could explore the area, while I went to 
the school.

About seven members met up the Friday before, and we caravanned the 418 
miles to Greer, SC. We each had a radio, (the boys really enjoyed that), which 
helped with any car or traffic issues that arose. Shawn Halsey, our Tidewater 
Chapter president, had shirts made up for all the participants. They had 
embroidery in three places; the front left breast, the left sleeve (with our last 
name), and the right-back shoulder. Another 15 club members showed up in 
town for the school, and we all got together and had dinner at Bacon Brother’s. 
The food was sublime.

We met up the next morning and headed over to the BMW Performance 
Center. Since Beth was taking my F80 and our sons, one of the BMW CCA 
members let me ride along with him in his 2017 M760i. What a very nice 
ride. The 760i is full of high levels of luxury and performance. Once there, we 
went straight into the classroom, and upon signing our waivers the instruction 
began. Mike Renner was our lead instructor. Other instructors were Jim Clark, 
Andy Van Cleef, Justin Faust, Leo Portillo and Rafael Torres. The classroom 
session was pretty short, but discussed some of the subtler points of 
understeer and oversteer, and what we would be doing throughout the day.

We were out with the cars and ready to drive in pretty short order. There 
were four lines of vehicles associated with each of the four 
exercises we would be doing in the morning and afternoon. 
One line of M2’s, two of M3’s and one of M4’s. The way it’s 
run, you go out do your exercise and come back in. There is 
enough time in between activities to talk to the instructors, 
other drivers, hit the head, or get a bottle of water to drink. 
The following is my POV of each of the exercises.

morning: 
control course – m2, Jim Baker 
A small course, with a short straight followed by a slalom, 
then a long turn that went into a ninety-degree turn, followed 
up by a couple of compound turns and back onto the short 
straight. The M2 is nimble and fast! It felt too small for me, 
and I had to look under the mirror. I set the seat as I do in my F80, but it was too high. In the M2, I had to adjust to 
the car and sit lower than I like to. I ran through the course without hitting any cones and it felt fast. My co-driver 
was faster. In the end, I was looking a little too deep into the turn and missed Jim’s signal to stage and managed 

BMW CCA & ///M Performance School
A 836 Mile Weekend Drive & 1 Day ///M School
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one more lap in. It was at this point I concluded the radio could be hard to hear with all the action going on. I 
realized after being the passenger for a little while I started to get a bit nauseous, I thought oh s**t, please no, and 
I thought about the Dramamine comment @snareman made in a post where I asked for insight about this day. That 
was a piece of advice I glossed over. Fortunately, the nausea subsided, and I never experienced it again for the 
rest of the day.

skid pad – m3, Justin faust 
The skid pad is one very large doughnut-shaped course. By 
far, the skidpad is one of the funniest and hardest exercises 
to do. When I started out I used the CPR (Correct, Pause, 
Recover) method to control the car, my eyes were looking 
well into the turn, and I was doing pretty good for someone 
who had never done this before. Justin said the proof was in 
how often I had to stop while the other car was recovering, 
although I did lose complete control a few times. Most of the 
time, I was able to keep the car on the skidpad and maintain 
control in the counterclockwise direction. I was simply not 

quick enough with the steering wheel & throttle to support a constant drift around the pad though. The process of 
correct, pause and recover was natural until my adjustments became so fast I could not put the correction I made 
back in, in a timely enough fashion. Something I will need to work on. It was a little disheartening, but I felt pretty 
good about what I could do. My co-pilot was a young gentleman who had recently graduated from high school. He 
talked about how he loves to drift his car out on the road. When he got in the driver’s seat, he immediately went 
into a drift and never stopped the whole time. Justin had nothing to do but teach him to modify from blipping the 
throttle through the drift to maintaining a constant RPM. The kid mastered it in minutes, and Justin said, “that’s how 
you break world records,” alluding to Johan Schwartz’ recent world record, performed on the very same skid pad 
we were on.

rat race – m4, rafael torres 
The course is a short oval that has a car starting on each side in the middle of the long side of the course. The wet 
oval was a remarkable exercise in control. The course was wet and the traction control was turned off. It was a 
great learning experience. The object is to lap the oval faster than the other car. Getting the car to accelerate and 
then braking in a manner that leads to a smooth throttle application without under-steering the vehicle through 
the turn was hard. I did not win the race, but I was getting better on each lap by not under-steering and not having 
a gap of too many car lengths between myself and the car that beat me.

track course – m3, mike renner 
Our first main track course was a shortened version of 
the main road course to practice some fast accelerating & 
braking. This was the fastest we would drive the car in the 
morning. The course’s other objective was learning to use 
the outside-inside-outside line to maximize the straight line 
speed through the turn. I was feeling pretty good about my 
lines, although still in need of some improvement, and then 
it happened… something distracted me, and I went right 
off the course at the corner where Mike was. His response 
of: “What are you doing that for DBACE?” was a little 
embarrassing. Although not too bad, I had taken my eyes 
off the goal for a moment and lost my opportunity to turn 
correctly. An exhilarating exercise to say the least. Continued on pg 16
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I totally could have worn my shorts - a lot of the folks did! The 
weather cooperated completely; a glorious sunny and breezy 
Saturday morning and afternoon for the April 28th  BMW-
PORSCHE BBQ. 

The pools and the hot tub were hits with the kids and parents.  The 
adults were torn between the yummy pork and sausage (with side 
trimmings from the great member-cooks) and the equally yummy 
cars that dotted the picnic area.

Thanks to Elite Motors, Mr Savvas, we drooled over a red Ferrari 
and a gold Porsche GT3RS. Ron, our treasurer, brought out his 
racin’ car, a BMW E30 and his (in original condition) Special 
Deluxe 1950 Plymouth. Kevin, of the Porsche club, drove in a 
Replica Porsche 908.

I got right up close to my favorite (the gold Porsche) and Mary 
lived out a fantasy of her own at the wheel of the red Ferrari. 

It was a great turnout, (I think over 75 folks); we saw old friends 
that we had been missing and made a bunch of new ones, over-
ate - oh-h-h the desserts, and won a new hat for Bill!

For more pictures of this fun event, go to our Shutterfly account at 
https://tidewaterbmwcca.shutterfly.com. If you cannot access this 
site contact: Peninsula@TidewaterBMWCCA.org

Judy Semo, Webmeister.

Our 3rd BMW-Porsche BBQ

Judy and Gold Porsche
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Chow Time

Mary and Red Ferrari

Parking The Cars

Kids And Hot Tub

Judy and Gold Porsche
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• Brandon Chu
• Ty Hoang
• John Howard
• Jeffrey Loeb
• Shelley Loeb
• Nathaniel Robinson
• William Thomas

• Alex Townsend
• Charles Townsend
• Ladson Webb
• Gary Whittington
• Cody Bateman
• Bernard Beaton
• Jeb Blair

• Kevin Cofield
• Rob Jay
• Will Nieto
• Eric Peppenhorst
• Matthew Reass
• William Seabrook
• Kermit Skinner

Membership and Benefits
WelcOme neW memBers.

We are thrilled to have you as part of the BMW-CCA Tidewater Chapter!

Whatever your reason for owning a BMW, you have the opportunity to meet others with common 
interests, form new friendships, and learn more about your “Ultimate Driving Machine!”  You decide 
how you want to participate...face-to-face, virtually, actively, occasionally.  

Membership benefits include:
• Free subscriptions to the national club magazine, the Roundel
• Free bi-monthly Tidewater Chapter newsletter, Das Kummet
• Rebates on purchase of new or CPO BMW car or new BMW motorcycle
• Discounts on parts from participating dealers and private companies
• National discounts from travel and service providers like Sprint
• Access to BMW CCA online forum
• Access to technical experts via telephone, email, or forum
• Free classified advertising in Roundel, Das Kummet, and on the chapter web site
• Chapter events throughout the year
• New friends with a variety of interests including, of course, BMWs!
• Many other benefits! For a complete list, see https://www.bmwcca.org

This is honestly one membership that pays tremendous dividends, so give us a try!

HOW DO i JOin?

To join, just visit the membership signup page on the National BMW CCA site at www.bmwcca.org/
join. Check out www.tidewaterbmwcca.org and our Facebook page, or email membership@
tidewaterbmwcca.org for more information about participation and the many membership benefits.
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2445 Castleton Commerce Way
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

John Kopp
John@RaceWerks.net

Dan Tiedemann
Dan@RaceWerks.net
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Classifieds
MINI COOPER ITEMS:

Mini Cooper Wheel and Tire = 2007.
New Good Year 205 45R 17 M & S tire and wheel.
Never been on the ground. $100.
New Mini car cover. 
Mini Cooper weatherproof car cover – new! $50.
Contact Info Rick Weiss: mess1na@hotmail.com 

CaRS FOR SaLE:
2003 325ci
Excellent condition 325 CI convertible, five speed manual, black on black. 
114,750 miles.
Paint and interior excellent, with normal driver’s side bolster wear.
Contact Info: 757-749-7809, Randy Rhoad, Email: psyran@verizon.net

PaRTS FOR SaLE:
E36 ROTORS  (uPdaTEd 12/1/17)
Frozen Rotors Power Slot Cryo Rotors
Right and Left Rear, purchased for a 98 (e36) M3
Never Used, still in box with receipt and wrapped in original plastic
Paid $171 each for them.
Contact Info: quickm3@cox.net, Tamzen Burgess

BMW COdE / RESET TOOL PEakE RESEaRCH R5/FCx 
Peake R5/fcx BMW code reader.  20 pin with the ‘Pacman’ center alignment 
peg. Believe it is used on the 1988 – 2000 or 2002 BMWs. check peakresearch.
comto be sure. It comes with the instructions and codes booklet.
I am asking $100 for it.
Rick Granlund, 757-407-8883, Rickard681@gmail.com

1989 6 SERIES PaRTS
Price is negotiable as all parts must go ASAP and my phone
number is 757-867-6435 (email: Fjtrackjr1@cox.net)

- 1989 AC compressor and receiver dryer
- Late 80s Hydraulic pump and reservoir for self leveling suspension 

(if I recall correctly, this came out of an M5)
- New dashboard cap with donor dash including vents and replacement 

vent screw plugs
- Rear spoilers; two different types
-  Rear trunk lid red with holes drilled for Racing Dynamics Spoiler (see 

attached photo, but I don’t have the spoiler)
- Bumper rubber rear (New rear set for late 80s vintage)
- Air cleaner housing
-  New M6 air filter (larger than regular air filters that I bought by mistake)
- Multiple sets of aluminum trim that goes along the door window with 

the rubber seal; are in usable condition, but none are perfect
- Complete Rubber trim for around left and right side windows
- M Sport steering wheel with leather in fair condition

VOTED BEST PRE-OWNED DEALERSHIP 6 YEARS IN A ROW
2 VIRGINIA BEACH LOCATIONS

OVER 70 PRE-OWNED BMW’S IN STOCK
FACTORY WARRANTY VEHICLES

RATES AS LOW AS 2.99% wac

Other Services We Offer:
     - Professional Car Buying Service:  
        757.490.2277
     - Luxury Rental Cars: 757.497.1700
     - Full Detail Services: 757.499.4529
     - Full Auto Repair: 757.499.4529

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO
757.412.1234

SELECTAUTOMOTIVE.COM

SELECT AuTOMOTIVE
5073 Virginia Beach Blvd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

LOCALS CAR BuYER
3783 Bonney Road

Virginia Beach, VA 23452
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lunch: 
After our fourth exercise, we headed inside for a nice 
refreshing lunch. There was soda, water, chocolate milk, 
wraps, salad, potato salad and ginormous cookies. The 
instructors peppered themselves throughout the crowd, and 
a good conversation ensued.

We went back to the classroom and briefly talked about the 
afternoon’s schedule. The BMW CCA South Atlantic Regional 
VP, Dwayne Mosley came by and talked about the BMW CCA 
and stayed with us through the end of the day.

afternoon: 
figure 8 – m3, leo portillo 
The course layout is as it sounds, the same area where we conducted the Rat Race, with a figure eight instead of an 
oval. Leo described the exercise in terms of my co-driver, and I thought eluded to drifting the car around the turns 
but was about getting around as fast as possible. I was first up and screwed the pooch, by trying to drift around the 
turns. Leo had not provided much input on the radio, other than what I was doing, and not what I should be doing. 
Others who followed used a non-drifting approach and did better. Once I realized that I did much better. I was a 
little disappointed that Leo did not provide much coaching and we talked about it after the exercise. I said I didn’t 
understand what we were supposed to do, and his explanation led me down the wrong path. I was surprised he 
did not do some coaching via the radio. He was quick to concede that he had not led this exercise before and now 
realized his mistake and apologized. Leo was appreciative of my constructive feedback and just as impressive to 
talk with as all the other instructors.

track course with Height and camber changes – m3, Justin faust 
The Track Course is an excellent exercise and has a course with fairly significant height and camber changes. It 
is fast and provides the opportunity to drive the car aggressively. It was the first time I had seen LCI LED brake 
lights with their dynamic feature of increasing intensity with an increase in braking force. Justin had to pit me once 
to create space in front of me as I was gaining on the slower car. I was in the zone and catching people and had a 
smile on my face the whole time. My co-pilot had an encouraging laugh and commented how smooth and fast I 
was. He appreciated the fact I had some skill. Since he is a much better driver than I am, I appreciated his words.

track course (large) – m4, Jim Baker 
This time on the main course we had a lot more straight away (not the entire course, but close), which fed into the 
skid pad and then back onto the track. It was fantastic! The fastest speed I saw on the back straight in the heads-up 
display was 106 mph. The braking at that point was as fun as the previous exercise. At one point though, I missed 
the turn when the car radio inadvertently turned on causing me to glance down. I probably could have made it, 
but chose the conservative route and went out on the run-off and got back on the course quickly.

control course (timed) – m2, mike renner 
The Controlled Course was the last exercise and set up almost exactly like the first one in the morning, except the 
box is right at the end of the course. Mike Renner showed us the path with a stop in the large box at the end, and 
he did it in 22.1 seconds. He was in an M3 when he did it, and it looked fast and smooth. I was going to appreciate 
getting anywhere near 25-27 seconds with my mediocre skills. I was amazed that my fastest was 23.02, but I had 
nicked a cone, my fastest clean run was 23.6, so I was pretty pleased with that. I loved standing on the brake. Not 
once did I go outside of the box. The fastest guy in our whole group was the young guy who was co-piloting with 
me; he got a 22.3.

end of the class 
Everyone had a hot lap experience, and I took the advice given and found a shotgun seat with an Instructor, Jim 
Baker, and enjoyed the awesome power of the ///M. Holy G-Forces Batman!!! These cars can move like the wind 
with the talents of someone like Jim. The smoke left on the track, the speed of accelerating, braking, the precise 

M Performance School, continued from pg 9
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! All	  Repairs	  &	  Service	  
! Latest	  Factory	  Diagnostic	  

Equipment	  
! BMW	  &	  Mercedes	  Benz	  
! Quick	  Turn-‐Around	  
! Genuine	  &	  OEM	  Parts	  
! A/C	  Service,	  Tires,	  Alignment	  
! Monday	  –	  Friday,	  9AM	  to	  6PM	  
! The	  Only	  BOSCH	  Service	  Center	  

Outside	  	  Norfolk	  &	  VA	  Beach.	  

! All	  Repairs	  &	  Service	  
! Latest	  Factory	  Diagnostic	  

Equipment	  
! Virginia	  State	  Inspection	  
! Quick	  Turn-‐Around	  
! Genuine	  &	  OEM	  Parts	  
! A/C	  Service,	  Tires,	  Alignment	  
! Monday	  –	  Friday,	  9AM	  to	  6PM	  
! Low	  mileage,	  excellent	  condition	  

pre-‐owned	  BMW	  &	  Mercedes	  

Or	  Way	  Out	  Here	  

Are	  You	  Going	  Up	  There	  

When	  You	  Could	  Come	  To	  Us?	  

3040	  High	  St.	  (Corner	  of	  High	  &	  Airline),	  Portsmouth	  

Website	   Import	  Autowerks	  

757-‐966-‐9528	  

www.Import-‐Autowerks.com	  

Owner	  &	  Operator:	  Jon	  Mack	  	  	  	  jon@import-‐autowerks.com	  

23707	  

Chesapeake	  

Suffolk	  

Portsmouth	  

Norfolk	  

VA	  Beach	  

Newport	  News	  

6 Month 
No Interest 
Financing 
Available 

LOOK! 

turn in, was awe-inspiring. I cannot wait until I have some skills to drive like that!! Until then, practice, practice, 
practice…

The top drivers were recognized and awarded medals and cones. We were all given a goody bag of a hat, 
carabiner, notebook, and BMW propaganda. Feedback forms were already filled out, and we all headed to the gift 
shop. My wife dropped off my oldest son, and we headed to the gift shop where I bought myself a nice pullover, 
and three t-shirts, one for my wife and each of the Boys!

post ///m school 
We all headed over to the BMW CCA Foundation to see the current 
collection of BMW Model 2002’s. It was in an area called the Candy 
Shop. I am pretty sure it should be called the Porn Shop because those 
cars... are just... damn!!

I headed back to the hotel, took a quick shower and the family and I 
headed out for dinner at Hans & Frans Biergarten. Mike Renner was 
there too. Appropriate quantities of food and beer were had by many.

conclusion: 
Joining the BMW CCA made this event far better than I could have imagined in cost and experience. While the 
event was only one day, traveling with the group the day before and heading home the day after was a great 
experience. The camaraderie throughout the entire three day weekend was outstanding.

I realized you could learn a lot in one day, even if you are drinking from the fire hose. The instructors are top notch 
as is the facility. I came out of this one-day event a better driver than I was when I went in. Mission accomplished! I 
highly recommend the one day course, especially if you can get it through your local BMW CCA.

I have no doubt the two-day class is even better, but the one day class is exceptional.



www.tidewaterbmwcca.org             July • August 2018 - das Kummet18

IMPORT CAR PARTS
Major parts brands for BMW and other import cars.

11246 Jefferson Ave., Newport News    757.599.3360

1300 East Little Creek Road    757.440.0004

606 First Colonial Rd., Virginia Beach    757.425.7100

or on the web at www.BAp-gEoN.CoM

Please pardon our mess! It may be hard to see, but our website 
is undergoing major renovations. Our engineers are hard at work 
improving the user experience. Several enhancements include improved 
functionality, native support across all browers and platforms, increased 
efficiency when navigating events and their respective photos & online 
ordering. Our target for full implementation is by the end of this year.

If you have tech experience, creative ideas or a desire to provide our 
webmaster with more caffeine, please reach out to us. Assistance is 
always appreciated, so ask how you can help. 
Email: webmeister@tidewaterbmwcca.org.

Chapter Website
UNder CoNSTrUCTioN

Several months before college graduation in 1969, 
I drove from Blacksburg to Richmond to visit the 
nearest Porsche dealer. Having grown up with all 
varieties of VW’s, a used Porsche seemed only 
natural as a graduation gift to myself. My eagerness 
to discuss the potential purchase of a used 912 was 
met with a “don’t bother us unless you have come 
with cash” attitude. Needless-to-say, I was somewhat 
dejected. On leaving the dealership, I looked down 
the Boulevard and saw a large Roundel in front of 
a building halfway down the block. Immediately I 
remembered the recent article in Car & Driver by 
David E. Davis, Jr. wherein he heaped praise on the 
new BMW 2002.

I walked down the street to Boulevard Motors (BMW 
& SAAB). As I walked in I was greeted by Irvin 
Sanderson, co-owner & salesman. When I asked about 
the BMW 2002 I had read about he handed me a set 
of keys and said, “It’s the white one out front, try to 
be back in 30 minutes - it’s a 1600, the 2002 is even 
better.” Off I went & had an absolute ball. What a fun 
car! I was sold.

Fast forward to early June immediately after 
graduation, I went back to Richmond to buy a car, 
except none were in stock. 2002’s sold as soon as 
they were delivered to the dealership. In fact, most 
were pre-sold. A truck with four was due in August 
& I chose Nevada (grayish tan) over Inka (orange). 
After an interminable wait, I received a call informing 
me the truck had arrived and I confirmed my choice 
of Nevada. The next day my brother and I drove to 
Richmond from Portsmouth to pay for ($3,468.90) and 
to pick up my new BMW. What a glorious drive home! 
I joined the BMWnospaceCCA almost immediately.

Since then I have had numerous BMW’s; 2002, 2002tii, 
Bavaria, 3.0S, 733i, 318i, 318is, 328is and my current 
1997 M3 sedan purchased in 2003. I loved every one 
of them.  BMW has been my passion for nearly 50 
years.

Jim Craig 
BMW CCA #217

BMW & Me
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