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M PerforMance School 
BMW M Performance School, Greer, SC

DraGon DrIVe 
Marion/Wytheville VA

GreaT PUMPKIn rUn 
Suffolk, VA

STreeT SUrVIVal 
NCCAR, Garysburg, NC
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TBD
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TBD

UPcoMInG eVenTS

**To be announced. Please check your email, our website, and MSReg for 
updates. RSVP and details for all events at www.motorsportreg.com 
Questions: send email to events@twbmwcca.org
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MEMBERSHIP
Tidewater Chapter: 670 as of FEB 2020

ADDRESS CHANGES
Address changes can be made on the BMWCCA National website (www.bmwcca.org) 
by hitting ‘Login’ and following instructions on site. From there, click on the ‘Manage 
Account’ link on the top of the page; then click on the ‘Change Addresses’ link.

Or write to: ROUNDEL BMW CCA, 640 South Main St., Ste 201, Greenville, SC 29601

All changes done through the National office will update both your National and 
Tidewater Chapter address information.

NEWSLETTER and PHOTO CONTRIBUTIONS:
We welcome your articles and photos. To be included in an issue the materials must 
be received by the 1st of the month preceding the date of the issue. To spice up the 
newsletter we always need photos of chapter events.  We may also use them on the 
chapter website. Send your contributions to Editor@twbmwcca.org. Thanks!

SOCIAL MEDIA:
Chapter web site: www.twbmwcca.org
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/twbmwcca/
Subscribe to our email lists: http://www.twbmwcca.org/lists/

FINE PRINT NOTICE: Das Kummet is published quarterly and remains the property of the Tidewater Chapter 
BMW CCA, P.O. Box 62145, Virginia Beach, VA 23462-2145.  All information is for members and advertisers 
only.  Ideas, suggestions, writings, and opinions are those of the contributing authors without authentication by 
or liability to the BMW CCA, the Editors, or Officers of the Tidewater BMW CCA chapter.  No information in das 
Kummet bears the status of “Factory Approved” unless so stated and implies no endorsement or guarantees 
expressed.  The Tidewater Chapter of the BMW CCA is completely independent of and in no way connected 
with BMW NA or BMW AG.  The contents of this publication remains the property of the chapter.  All BMW 
CCA chapters, with permission,  may quote or copy from the publication provided full credit is given to the 
author and the Tidewater Chapter unless noted as “Copyrighted” and is not used for commercial purposes.
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CONFIDENCE
DOESN'T TAKE DETOURS.
THE ALL-NEW BMW X5.

You can turn left. Or if you're behind the wheel of the all-new BMW X5, you can decide not 
to turn at all. With an available mighty 456-horsepower engine, enhanced suspension for 
absolute driving comfort or a sportier driving style, and a fully redesigned interior, the 
all-new BMW X5 is always ready, no matter the challenge ahead. 

Learn more about the all-new BMW X5, and enjoy exceptional offers at 
Checkered Flag BMW.

CHECKERED FLAG BMW
5225 Virginia Beach Blvd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23462
757-490-1111
bmw.checkeredflag.com

bmw.checkeredflag.com
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Looking back at all that has happened, our lack of organized 
events is not indicative of being less busy. The Board has 
dutifully met virtually every month as we continue to discuss 
and plan events, make progress on our strategic goals, and 
unify in our mission. With that, I am so proud to announce that 

our new officers are getting nicely settled into their new roles. 
This is evidenced by; a more extensive newsletter (24-pages), 

our first (and a very successful) driving event in many months, and 
successful completion of our online ordering system! Don’t believe me? 

Go ahead, place an order online. 😉

While maintaining appropriate and necessary safety precautions, I am looking forward to 
many many more events this year. Our Freedom Drive is sure to be a blast, along with our 
other regularly scheduled activities. M-School is still only $700… a very limited time offer, 
which is extended slightly, thanks to COVID19. Space is limited. If you want to attend, register 
and send in your payment immediately!

Street Survival has been delayed but, at this time is still happening. If you’re questioning if 
you will make time for this or not, I say, “think of the children.” Although I do say that with a 
tone of humor, one morning a few weeks back, I was driving from Virginia Beach during what 
I would consider mild rain. I was absolutely disheartened to see four accidents along my short 
journey. I thought to myself, how many of those could have been avoided if there were more 
driver training programs like Street Survival? The truth is, you could very well make a life-
changing difference for a teenage driver.

I don’t particularly understand social media, and despite having earned a Master’s degree in 
it, I do not think politics has any place in our Club. Perhaps in light of current events I am 
expected to address certain aspects of social behavior in relation to our Chapter. To that I say 
we are a welcoming and inclusive Club that supports and promotes diversity. This is evidenced 
by our Drive & Wine event by permitting a Volkswagen in the ranks, and our BBQ joint venture 
with the Porsche Club while allowing other non-BMWs to attend! As a friendly reminder, it is 
NOT a requisite of membership that you own a BMW.

I hope this will also serve as a friendly reminder that due to cost-saving measures and changes 
at National, you must attend an event in-person to obtain a paper copy of the newsletter. We 
will be sure to bring copies for all and distribute them to you at no charge. I find myself saying 
this in each of my articles; rest assured it is not for lack of things to say. I adamantly believe in 
giving credit where credit is due and recognizing people for their efforts. I must Must MUST 
say, your Board of Directors works very hard for you. I often hear people tell me they do not 
want my job because of the responsibility. Perhaps I’m missing the mark completely, for I don’t 
directly see it, or I simply don’t see it because of our team. And indeed, we are a team. A team 
effort every step fo the way. Each of our officers has their individual tasks for which they are 
responsible and, most importantly, they perform them with needlepoint precision. If the proof 
is in the pudding, eat up! We continue to upgrade our technology, and we are continuing with 

President’s Corner

Continued on pg 17



        421 East Rochambeau Drive    (757) 220-9660    www.eurocarswmbg.com    Like us on Facebook! 

Service
 Factory Scheduled Maintenance
 Electronic In Ground Alignment 

Machine
 Wheel Straightening
 Virginia State Inspections 

Sales
 Hand Selected  Inventory
 Vehicle Locator Service
 Consignment Sales
 Financing Available
 Extended Warranties 

Audi/Volkswagen—BMW/MINI—Jaguar—Mercedes-Benz/Smart—Porsche—Saab—Volvo 

We manufacture the parts and supply the knowledge to fix all VDO, 
Smith and Jaeger odometers for your vintage automobiles. 
Don’t forget about our other niche parts for more modern vehicles.

www.eurocarswmbg.com
www.odometergears.com
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Happy as we are to see a gradual return to normal, we know not 
all events can operate at full power. Case in point is our Street 
Survival School. Currently, there are a number of restrictions 
which make in-car instruction nigh impossible, or at least very 
cumbersome. Whether or not these restrictions are lifted prior 

to our next school is anybody’s guess. With that in mind we, your 
Chapter Board of Directors, planned on pushing ahead with our 

school on 13 September; however, when Mr. Sam True, Director 
of NCCAR, came to us and asked if we would be willing to forfeit our 

current date because he had a “large paying event” to slot into that weekend 
we had to make a decision.

Mr. True and NCCAR have been amazingly generous to us in the past. They offer their facility 
free of charge and Mr. True and his staff are always willing to lend a hand to accommodate 
our needs. With that in mind, and in light of current restrictions and conditions, we decided to 
relinquish our scheduled date at NCCAR at Mr. True’s behest. This does not mean that we will 
not have a Street Survival School this year. We can confirm a new date of 8 November at NCCAR. 
Fear not, if you have already signed up your son or daughter and they cannot make the new date. 
If the 8 November date prevents your teen’s attendance you will be fully reimbursed. We know 
this may pose some inconvenience, and it’s later in the year than we like; however, these are 
challenging times and we are trying our best to pivot and adapt to these challenges. Please check 
motorsportreg.com for more information, and to sign up your teen.

On a more positive note, the BMW CCA Foundation’s upcoming exhibition GENESIS: BMW 
From the Beginning is planning to open to the public in mid-August. Originally scheduled to 
open in May of this year, the premier was postponed due to the pandemic. The Foundation did, 
however, conduct a virtual opening of the exhibition, which took place last month. You can 
view the virtual tour here: https://bmwccafoundation.org/genesis-virtual-tour/.

GENESIS is presented by The Werk Shop, with additional sponsorship from Classic BMW of 
Plano, Texas, CocoMats, and Yokohama Tires. GENESIS represents the most comprehensive 
exhibit of early BMWs ever staged in North America, bringing 23 significant cars and 
motorcycles from BMW’s first 50 years. GENESIS tells the story of BMW’s origins as a maker 
of airplane engines during World War I through its expansion into motorcycle and automobile 
production in the 1920s. Informative kiosks and fascinating archival photos will guide visitors 
through five decades of BMW history. GENESIS will illuminate BMW’s technical innovations as 
well as its role in supplying the German military through two world wars, and its re-emergence 
as a peacetime mobility company in the aftermath of World War II.

GENESIS includes motorcycles from the 1927 R47 sport bike and the Depression-era 1931 R2 
single to the sidecar-and-trailer-equipped 1944 R75 that provide a rare vantage point to BMW’s 
World War II-era production for the German military, as well as a 1949 R24, BMW’s earliest 
postwar vehicle.

The automobiles on display in GENESIS include one of BMW’s first all-new cars of its own 
design—a 1934 309—as well as stunning 1930s sports cars like the 315/1 and 328 roadsters, 

Vice President’s Corner

Continued on pg 17

motorsportreg.com
https://bmwccafoundation.org/genesis-virtual-tour


11246 JEffERSON AvE., NEWPORT NEWS 
757-599-3360

1300 EAST LITTLE CREEk ROAD, NORfOLk
757-440-0004

606 fIRST COLONIAL RD., v IRGINIA BEACH
757-425-7100

OR ON THE WEB AT
www.BAp-geon.com

IMPORT CAR PARTS
Major parts brands for bMW and other iMport cars.

VERY PROUD

DESIGNER

OF THE

DAS KUMMET

NEWSLETTER

FOR OVER

20

YEARS

elaine@eperrydesign.com

757.285.9438

Creative DireCtor | GraphiCs Guru | Jill-of-all-traDes

small, miCro, Woman-oWneD CertifieD Business

Convertible tops
Headliners

Leather seat repairs

Lee’s
UPHOLSTERY

Family Owned and Operated for Over 60 Years!

10122 Jefferson Ave, Newport News, VA 23605
(757) 595-1341

Mon-Fri: 08:00 AM - 05:00 PM / Sat-Sun: Closed
MENTION TH IS DAS KUMMET NEWSLETTER AD FOR D ISCOUNT

AD PRICING 
(12 months/6 publications): 

	 •	FULL	PAGE:	$1000
	 •	HALF	PAGE:	$500
	 •	QTR	PAGE:	$250

Please contact Andy McCulley, 
newsletter editor with any 
additional questions.
editor@twbmwcca.org  
757-634-7679

Interested
in Advertising

IN THE DAS KUMMET NEWSLETTER

www.bap-geon.com
www.BAp-geon.com
www.eperrydesign.com


8 DAS KUMMET:  Q2 2020 www.twbmwcca.org

WelcoMe neW MeMBerS

Carl Carlson

Karen Carlson

Alexandria Florez

Lyrics Ramirez

Pia Ribble

Chris Slattery

BMW CCA is the largest single-marque car club in the world.  Membership comes with 
special benefits such as rebates up to $1500 on new or certified pre-owned BMW 
automobiles, rebates up to $750 on BMW motorcycles, membership only discounts, 
exclusive club driving events, subscription to the monthly club magazine Roundel, 
access to club only merchandise, access to technical service advisors and much 
more. 

As a Tidewater Chapter BMW CCA member there are even more benefits and discounts 
that come with your club membership.  For more information please visit www.twbmwcca.
org. 

Whatever your reason for owning a BMW, you have the opportunity to meet others with common 
interests, form new friendships and learn more about your “Ultimate Driving Machine”.  Participation is up to you 
whether that be face-to-face, virtually, actively or occasionally.   

So how do you join?  Simply visit the membership signup page on the National BMW CCA website at 
www.bmwcca.org/join.

EUROPEAN & DOMESTIC CAR SERVICE AND PERFORMANCE

757-427-0742
RaceWerks is an all service facility specializing in 
Porsche, BMW, Audi and other performance cars.

WE OFFER:
 • Routine service & repair, including parts
 • APR tuning
 • Mounting & balancing
 • Scales for corner balancing
 • Suspension tuning & alignment
 • Performance upgrades

John Kopp / John@RaceWerks.net
Dan Tiedemann / Dan@RaceWerks.net

2445 Castleton Commerce Way, Ste #301
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

www.RaceWerks.net

www.tidewaterbmwcca.org
www.tidewaterbmwcca.org
www.bmwcca.org/join
www.racewerks.net


www.caseybmw.com
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The reward for conformity is that everyone likes you except yourself.  
- Rita Mae Brown

The higher up the automotive 
food chain a company’s offerings 
extend, the more discerning are 
their customers.  Their demands 
become more bespoke and, dare 
I say, even downright eccentric.  
These customers know what they 
want and are willing to pay for it, 
costs be damned.  A high-end car 
company simply cannot compete 
by handing these customers, who heretofore are referred to as “clients” for some added 
panache, a brochure with the standard range of color selections and interior upgrade options.  
They’ll scoff, jettison the brochure into the garbage, and take their business and trunks full 
of cash elsewhere.  For the client who demands such unique items as inlaid wood trim made 
from a tree in their own backyard, customized illuminated door sills, or paint that is not 
from the standard line of offerings, luxury car manufacturers have departments that rise to 
the occasion. Porsche and Audi each have Exclusive, Mercedes has Designo, and BMW has 
Individual.

BMW Individual Manufaktur is tasked with bringing the most elaborate and unique visions of 
clients from the leitmotif of their dreams into reality.  The possibilities are virtually limitless.  
But don’t take my word for it – straight from the BMW Individual website:

“There are barely any limits to your ideas:  BMW Individual Manufakktur implements your 
every wish – no matter how unusual it may be.  And provided it does not contravene any safety 

requirements or typical brand characteristics, everything is possible.”  

Reading this, it looks like my dream of 
a Twilight Purple M2 with a Golden 
Brown leather interior paired with purple 
stitching for the French seams is very 
possible.  Now, I’m sure you’re also 
wondering:  where do I place my order 
right now? How much does this cost? 
We’ll get to that.  

We’ll begin with some history.  BMW’s Individual program was born in 1991, at the dawn of 
an era known for outlandish color choices (remember the VW Golf Harlequin and all of the 

Individualism 
Part 1 - The Genesis of BMW Individual

Continued on pg 13

By Andy McCulley



3040 High St. (Corner of High & Airline), Portsmouth  //  www.Import-Autowerks.com

We’re a father-son, military family business committed to giving you high quality, friendly & professional service.

All Repairs & Service • Latest Factory Diagnostic Equipment • Virginia State Inspection 
Quick Turn-Around • Genuine & OEM Parts • A/C Service, Tires, Alignment 

Low mileage, excellent condition, pre-owned BMW & Mercedes

MONDAY – FRIDAY
9AM TO 6PM

mail@import-autowerks.com

BMW & Mercedes-Benz Service, Repair & Sales

Portsmouth

Newport News

Norfolk VA Beach

Chesapeake

Suffolk

H

WHEN YOU CAN COME TO US?

ARE YOU GOING UP HERE?

OR WAY OUT HERE?

757-966-9528

Like us on Facebook
@ImportAutowerks

www.import-autowerks.com
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The BMW CCA Foundation exhibition GENESIS: BMW 
From the Beginning, is scheduled to open on May 15, 
2020 as a virtual exhibit.  The exhibit is scheduled to open 
to the public on October 23, 2020.

You’re invited to The Vintage Open House 
for GENESIS: BMW From the Beginning 
Presented by The Werk Shop!

This year, the Foundation Museum is bringing 
you an exceptional collection of BMWs from the 
beginning to 1965. We have 20 rare cars from the 1933 309 to a 1965 3200CS. We also have four BMW 
motorcycles. You may have seen one or two of these cars at events around the country, but now 
you get to see ALL of them in one place!

GENESIS brings together the pre-war and post-war automobiles and motorcycles. No other display of this 
size has been at a museum in the US before. Here are just a few of the vehicles you will see: the legendary 
328 roadster, 315, 309, and the 327/28. You will also see the 502, 503 Cabrio, the iconic 507 as well as the 
Isetta, 600, and 700. Are you into motorcycles? You won’t want to miss the military R75 with sidecar AND 
cargo trailer. 

We’ve got 24 pristine examples of the cars and motorcycles from the early years for BMW. Be 
among the first to see this brand new exhibit at the BMW CCA Foundation Museum!

GENESIS launches to the public on May 15 (as a virtual exhibit for now), and runs through January 2021. We 
look forward to seeing our Vintage friends on Friday, October 23.

The October 23 Open House celebration will feature;

- Jackie Jouret, author of the GENESIS exhibit book. 
- A special guest speaker (tbd) 
- Multiple giveaways from your exhibition sponsors and the Foundation Museum 
- A free exhibition collectible for every guest 
- Music, food trucks, and general opportunities to see your friends and enjoy yourself 
- An amazing array of guest BMW’s in our own parking lot

And of course, GENESIS exhibition books, posters, and merchandise will all be available to feed your BMW 
obsession.

GENESIS: BMW From the Beginning is presented by The Werk Shop and generously supported by  
Yokohoma, Classic BMW, CocoMats / Furstil, and BMW Classic Car Club of America. 

We’re charging $30 per person for this experience ($10 for kids). Here’s why: Your BMW CCA 
Foundation is a nonprofit organization, and exists only through the generosity of its donors. Your admission 
fee will help to sustain the CCA Foundation Museum & Archive, and it will also help fund Tire Rack Street 
Survival, a national car-control training program for teenage drivers. 

You’ll leave with something cool. Your admission fee includes a special GENESIS collectible for you to 
take home. You’ll love it...we promise.

Opening Day for GENESIS: BMW From the Beginning

Continued on pg 18



club Merchandise
Apparel from Land’s End with Tidewater Chapter logo is available for purchase. 
Contact merch@twbmwcca.org for availability and questions about the following merchandise:

Apparel (polos, hats, etc.) - various prices at club events 
Chapter Logo Decals  •  BMW CCA Decals: free at club events

Personalized Club nametags, for club events, can also be ordered. 
Contact Melissa Pepperhorst at merch@twbmwcca.org

club tOOlbOX
For those who have always wanted us to put a name with a face, 
here’s a picture of our club tools. They’ve been relocated to our 
treasurer Ron Boustedt’s house. Feel free to reach out if you need to 
scratch your shade tree mechanic itch.

• HELMETS for track events
• Service light resetting tools - very useful
• Tie rod separator - pickle forks
• Remote starter switch
• Clutch alignment tool
• Pilot bearing puller
• Fan clutch wrench & bar
• Electric impact wrench

• Lockstrip tool
• 17mm trans. drain socket
• Brake bleed system - very useful
• Coil spring compressors
• PEAKE code/reset tool - all models can 

be connected under hood or dash
• SRS air bag scanner

Contact borrowequip@twbmwcca.org for your needs.

skittle-like Paint to Sample Porsche color offerings?).  By the 
end of the ‘80s, all of the glitterati in prestigious zip codes 
had at least one high-end German luxury sedan or sports car 
to park under the porte cochère of their local country club.  
Standing apart from the crowd became increasingly difficult 
and required some creativity.  By the early ‘90s, manufacturers 
were offering increasingly personalized options to quench 
the affinities of those clients with imaginations almost as 
boundless as their liquid net worth.  Tracing the origins of 
Individual Manufaktur, the idea didn’t come from within BMW, but from a very special client with 
some unusual requests.  

The very first Individual order was an E32 7 Series at the request of Karl Lagerfeld.  Lagerfeld, a 
famous German fashion designer, was a man with an insatiable acuity for sartorial uniqueness.  Over 
the years, Lagerfeld, himself the pioneer of BMW Individual, became a veteran for commissioning 
highly-customized vehicles.  Perhaps Lagerfeld’s most noteworthy conception was his BMW L7 Limo, 
based on the E38 chassis.  While the L7 was the absolute zenith of avant-garde transportation in 2000, 
the basic car needed some visual and tactile augmentation to satisfy the vision of Mr. Lagerfeld.  
According to an article in Hagerty, Lagerfeld’s L7 was painted Chestnut Brown Metallic on top of 
Gold Orange Metallic as a base coat, and paired with a Chocolate Brown leather interior with orange 
accents.  Further custom touches included an entertainment system, a safe, tissue dispensers, and 
folding wooden tray tables for backseat passengers.  

Individualism, continued from pg 10

Continued on pg 19

mailto:merch%40tidewaterbmwcca.org?subject=Merchandise
mailto:merch%40tidewaterbmwcca.org?subject=Merchandise
mailto:borrowequip%40tidewaterbmwcca.org?subject=


14 DAS KUMMET:  Q2 2020 www.twbmwcca.org

If you’re not familiar with 
Bring-a-Trailer, a.k.a., ‘BaT’ 
you have not been paying too 
much attention to the collector 
car market lately. Founded in 
2007 by Randy Nonnenberg 
and Gentry Underwood 
as a central depository of 
collectible car ads from the 
likes of Craigslist, eBay and 
other online sources, BaT 
has grown and morphed over 
the past 13 years into one of 
the largest collector car auction sites anywhere. Their impact is so large it forced eBay to spin 
eBay Motors off into its own app and Hemming’s to launch an online auction service in order to 
compete.

BaT boasts over 3,000,000 monthly visitors, many who visit the site several times per day. The 
“BaT Community,” as it has become known, is chock full of enthusiasts; marque experts, real 
and imagined; and of course, the ubiquitous trolls found on any internet scene where people 
are allowed to post comments. BaT has become a venue of choice for a fair number of ‘dealers,’ 
many of whom have developed their own cult-like followers.

Cars available on BaT run the gamut from the cheap and cheerful ’83 BMW 320i I purchased last 
October for $4,300 to a 1956 Mercedes-Benz 300SL ‘Gullwing,” which was RNM at $1.4 million. 
To bid, all you need to do is provide a credit card and contact information to cover the BaT Fee if 
you are the winning bidder. The process is virtually automatic. When you bid an amount equal 
to 5% of your bid or $250, whichever is more, it’s put on a hold against your card. If you are the 
high bidder at the end of the auction BaT automatically charges you for their fee and transmits 
your contact information to the seller. It is up to you as buyer to make arrangements with the 
seller to pay for the car and arrange pickup and transport. At this point BaT is basically out of the 
picture unless the winning bidder refuses to pay. In such a case BaT may act as an intermediary; 
however, they have no legal obligation to do so. It is clearly stated in BaT’s FAQ’s that placing 
a bid constitutes a legal contract between the bidder (buyer) and seller. In my experience, 
the most likely scenario in situations like this is BaT re-lists the seller’s automobile without 
charging additional fees and banishes the recalcitrant bidder “for life.” If you have placed a bid 
and are subsequently outbid, the credit card hold is released.

Most cars are posted for a 7-day bid with ‘Premium’ listings running for up to 21 days. Anyone 
with an account can post a comment on any auction. BaT does have a code of conduct and 
they have a method to allow the community to “thumbs up” comments or ‘flag’ them as “not 
constructive.” As we’ve all come to expect on the internet trolls do pop up now and again; 
however, the community tends to keep them in-line and the site contains a number of algorithms 
which filter out profanity, epithets and politics, as well any outside links to questionable sites.

Buying on BaT
By Brad Purvis



One benefit of the site is the sheer number of marque experts who chime in. They can be a boon 
to a potential buyer and seller, or they can ruin a seller’s auction by pointing out a myriad of 
flaws, non-original parts or mods, or in very rare cases outright fraud. You can learn a lot about 
a specific make or model simply by reading all the comments. The flip-side is those commenters 
who think they are experts providing inaccurate or misleading information. This too can ruin a 
potential bidder or seller’s day.

As I eluded to earlier, BaT has become a mover and shaker in the auction industry. BaT 
auction results are often quoted as the established market value of just about any collector 
car. Nonnenberg and Underwood are now regulars at the major car shows, concours, and 
auction circuits; profiled in enthusiast magazines and on web sites; and are often on TV being 
interviewed by the likes of Jay Leno, Keith Martin, Mike Joy and other well-known automotive 
celebrities.

All is not wine and roses; however, as BaT does have its fair share of troubling proclivities. As 
I mentioned earlier, BaT supposedly bans a non-paying auction winner “for life,” but on more 
than one occasion an individual banned for life shows back up under a different pseudonym. 
Pseudonyms can be another sticky wicket for bidders and sellers. Very few people use their real 
names. Even dealers will sometimes use an alias when posting a car for auction. Speaking of 
dealers; in the past couple of years dealers have come to dominate the BaT landscape, in my 
opinion to the detriment of the little guys. I can understand BaT’s rationale. They receive a 
regular supply of mostly quality cars from a known source, many of which have a loyal following 
within the community, whether or not those loyalists ever actually bid or not. What was once a 
repository for individual ads for classic cars across the country is now a major marketing tool for 
many a specialists dealer.

Another of BaT’s unique features is it insists on writing its own copy for the auctions. It receives 
specifics from the seller and then has one of its writers draft a description. The wording is 
obviously conjured to prevent any legal fallout from a mis-represented vehicle coming down 
on Bring-a-Trailer. Some of my favorite phrases are “is said to have had…” and “reportedly 
included…” BaT takes no responsibility to ensure the accuracy of the information provided, 
nor do they perform any type of pre-auction inspection of the automobiles. That’s where the 
community comes in to call out any disparities between the listing’s language, pictures and 
(hopefully) reality. Again, like any other internet site, along with trolls there are the occasional 
shills who overhype the vehicle and even bid the price up on behalf of the seller, but I believe 
they are few and far between and BaT does a pretty good job of weeding them out. The old truths 
are as relevant here as anywhere. Know what it’s worth, and know your max bid before the real 
bidding starts. Ask a lot of questions, and if it doesn’t feel right it probably isn’t.

The one feature I really like about BaT vs. eBay, is BaT has a system in place to prevent sniping. 
eBay’s auctions end at a specific time and it is quite common to get outbid at the very last 
second. BaT’s auction clock resets at two-minute intervals anytime a bid is placed within the 
last two minutes of the auction. This makes for some interesting, exciting and I’m sure stressful 
for some, prolonged final results. One irritating feature I find is the way BaT handles reserves. 
An auction can be listed as “No Reserve” or there will be no such wording and it is understood 
there is a reserve. The reserve; however, is not revealed until the end of the auction, unless the 
seller chimes in with a comment sometime during the process indicating the reserve is met. 
Otherwise, if the auction ends and the reserve is not met then the listing states it as such. One 
thing BaT will do is provide the contact information of the highest bidder to the seller and the 
seller is then free to contact the high bidder separately from the online auction process to see if 

Continued on pg 18
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Street Survival. The very name conjures up visions 
of West Side Story, and although “teens” are 
involved it is hardly an event filled with switch-
blades and dancing. Instead, it involves a teen, 
her car, and a few good cones.

Formed in 2002 by the BMW Car Club of America 
Foundation, the Tire Rack Street Survival teen 
driving safety program is currently operated in 
partnership with Tire Rack®, Michelin, the BMW 
CCA, the Porsche Club of America, and The Sports Car Club of America.

Every year, thousands of young drivers are seriously or fatally injured in motor vehicle crashes. It is the 
leading cause of death for young Americans.

To reduce this number, the Street Survival program was developed as a non-profit, national driver educa-
tion program aimed at teaching teen drivers the high-level driving skills they need to protect themselves 
behind the wheel. Trained qualified driving instructors provide in-car and classroom instruction for each 
student.

The primary emphasis of the Tire Rack Street Survival® is a “hands-on” driving experience in real-world 
situations! We use your own car to teach you about its handling limits and how you can control them. 
The students will become more observant of the traffic situation they find themselves in. They will 
learn to look far enough ahead to anticipate unwise actions of other drivers. As the students master the 
application of physics to drive their cars, they will make fewer unwise driving actions themselves. They 
will understand why they should always wear their own seatbelts, and why they should insist that their 
passengers wear seatbelts, too.

It’s about more than driving - it’s about LIVING!

Tire Rack Street Survival is unique in that it offers students instruction in their own cars so that they 
learn the limitations of the car they drive daily. Since its inception Street Survival has conducted over 
1,000 classes. We know what we are doing.

Our Tidewater Chapter will host a Tire Rack Street Survival course on 8 November 2020 at NCCAR in 
Garysburg, NC. Our Chapter needs qualified volunteer driving instructors and “cone shaggers.” I must 
emphasize this in NOT a “high performance driving event” or a “racing school” by any stretch of the 
imagination.

If you have a teenager that wants to attend, or if you wish to volunteer as an instructor* or course volun-
teer, please visit MotorsportReg.com to sign up. If you are not in the Tidewater/Virginia/North Carolina 
area and wish to find a program in your area, please visit: www.streetsurvival.org

Hals und Beinbruch! 
Brad Purvis 
Tidewater BMW CCA Chapter Vice-President & Foundation Ambassador

*All potential instructors must complete the on-line Tire Rack Street Survival course.

%2AAll%20potential%20instructors%20must%20complete%20the%20on-line%20Tire%20Rack%20Street%20Survival%20course.%20


our newsletter despite the requirement vanishing. We are also streamlining our methodology for 
hosting our various events. The result is less work on each individual and smoother operations.

In conclusion, I’m going to give you a challenge. I challenge each and every one of you to 
recruit a new member! Granted, our membership dues have increased, mea culpa that I was 
not successful in preventing that. Alas, the $58 annual membership fee is still not egregious. I 
routinely ask any person I see in a BMW or with BMW paraphernalia if they are members of the 
Club. Just today I approached a gentleman wearing a BMW ball cap and queried him. He, in fact, 
had not even heard of the Club. I find that is often the case. I shared my contact information and 
encouraged him to join so that he will receive a discount when servicing his 2017 328i. Thus my 
challenge to every one of you; approach a fellow BMW driver or apparel wearer and encourage 
them to join the Club!

Freunde und Spaß mit Autos 
Shawn 

President’s Corner, continued from pg 4

and the luxurious 335 with its powerful 3.5-liter inline six-cylinder engine. Several of these 
pre-war machines are the only examples of their kind in the US. Together, they take visitors 
through BMW’s astoundingly rapid development as a carmaker in the 1930s, when its race-
winning roadsters gained world renown, while cars from the 1950s highlight its resurrection 
with the Baroque Angel sedans, V8-powered 503, 507 and 3200 CS, and a succession of 
microcars.

When the exhibition does open to the public, currently scheduled for 15 August, protocols 
will be in-place to ensure the public’s safety. There will be plexiglass dividers for reception 
areas and store checkout, and the store has been rearranged for better social-distancing. 
Hand sanitizer dispensers will be available. Visitors will have entry times assigned to limit the 
number of visitors in the building at any one time, so call ahead to reserve your special time.

Quite frankly, you will not see a more magnificent display of the early days of BMW anywhere 
else outside of the BMW Welt in Munich. If the Foundation’s three previous exhibitions; 
HEROES OF BAVARIA, ICON, and PASSION are any indication, we are in for a real treat.

Location (with plenty of free parking) 190 Manatee Court, Greer, SC 29651 
Tel: 864-329-1919       Email: info@bmwccafoundation.org

Did you know you can support the BMW CCA Foundation and it’s mission every time you shop 
on Amazon? Visit smile.amazon.com for further information.

Brad Purvis 
Vice President, BMW CCA Tidewater Chapter, vicepresident@twbmwcca.org 

Vice President’s Corner, continued from pg 6
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OPERATING HOURS:

SAT: NOON-9PM

SUN: NOON-7PM

MON/THU/FRI: 4PM-9PM

TUE/WED: CLOSED

6778 MAIN ST. | GLOUCESTER, VA
GLOBREWCO.COM

804-210-1407

BM
W

 CC
A M

EMBER OWNED AND OPERATED

Food Trucks will be serving lunch onsite. Between 11:00am and 2:00pm, you will have the ability to purchase 
lunch from top-quality food trucks parked onsite (lunch is not included in your admission fee). There are also several 
restaurants located at exits 63 and 54 on Interstate 85.

This place is worth seeing. The BMW CCA Foundation Museum & Archive is located in Greer, SC, directly next 
door to the BMW Performance Center, and across the street from BMW’s largest manufacturing center. The Museum 
& Archive currently preserves about 45,000 BMW-related items, from rare cars to engines to art. It’s the largest such 
collection in the Americas. And if you’re a member of the BMW Car Club of America, it’s all here for you.

Details at:  genesis-bmw-from-the-beginning-the-vintage-opening-tickets-95384693185

GENESIS: BMW from the Beginning , continued from pg 12

Tidewater BMW CC 3rd Annual Street Survival
November 8, 2020 at NCCAR, Garysburg, NC

VOLuNTEEr SIGN uP
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/tidewa-
ter-bmw-street-survival-support-volunteers-nccar-cca-184160

STudENT SIGN uP
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/tidewater-street-sur-
vival-school-20-1-nccar-tire-rack-bmw-cca-454604

they can work out a mutual agreement on price.

At the risk of being labeled a poser (again), I have purchased several cars on Bring-a-Trailer over 
the past five years, including the aforementioned 1983 320i. The results of which I must say are 
mixed, but I will save my thoughts and the trials and tribulations of resurrecting ‘Rachael’ for my 
next installment.

Buying from BaT continued from pg 15

genesis-bmw-from-the-beginning-the-vintage-opening-tickets-95384693185
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/genesis-bmw-from-the-beginning-opening-tickets-95384693185%3Fref%3Denivtefor001%26invite%3DMTkyNjM3OTkvYnJhZHB1cnZpc0BtYWMuY29tLzA%253D%250A%26utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dinviteformalv2%26utm_term%3Dattend%20
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/tidewater-bmw-street-survival-support-volunteers-nccar-cca-184160%20
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/tidewater-bmw-street-survival-support-volunteers-nccar-cca-184160%20
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/tidewater-street-survival-school-20-1-nccar-tire-rack-bmw-cca-454604
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/tidewater-street-survival-school-20-1-nccar-tire-rack-bmw-cca-454604


On Sunday, June 15th, Tidewater BMW Club members were able to participate in the first driving event since 
February. In addition to driving and dining, we truly broke bread with friends! The day began in the parking 
lot of the Eastern Shore Welcome Center and consisted of mingling with old friends. After sharing stories of 
our COIVD-19 trials and tribulations, we experienced our first ever Trunk Sale, in which club merchandise was 
distributed from the trunk of a beautiful M2.

Driving consisted of a fun and scenic route, designed to maximize twists and turns and minimize main roads 
and police, objectives that were each accomplished successfully. After a long gravel driveway, we arrived at 
Chatham Vineyard in Machipongo. We were ushered to tables awaiting us undertaking a large covered pavilion. 
It absolutely did its job and shielded us from the sun, so much that the gentle and constant breeze made us cold. 
Perhaps symbolic of current world events, perhaps a coincidence, perhaps just Virginia weather in June on the 
Eastern Shore. Regardless, we moved into the sun, ordered our beverages and alternated between the two bread 
and cheese choices. Upon the arrival of our sustenance, we shared samples with the acceptably social-distanced 
Club members near us, and thus we conversed and broke bread!

After departing from the vineyard, we resumed our drive to the bayside town of Cape Charles. More crowded 
than anticipated, we had to modify our parking plans.  
From there, we enjoyed cocktails with a spectacular 
view, and again in the sun. The conversations and 
beverages flowed as the laughs and connections grew. 
Following signing of our tabs, we made our way for 
pizza; finally able to sit inside. Adequately sunburned 
and moderately tired, we gained our second wind and 
further enjoyed great food and camaraderie. 

While that concluded our fun for the day, it by no means 
concludes our fun for 2020!

For fifteen years, Individual Manufaktur gratified 
only the requests of European clients.  Beginning 
in 2006 with the launch of the Neiman Marcus M6, 
the Individual Program was made available in the 
United States.  The offering’s launch in the American 
market was at least partially delayed as a result of 
legislation that prohibited manufacturers from having 
recourse against clients who didn’t follow through 
with purchase agreements on specially ordered 
vehicles.  In the face of such a law, BMW’s hesitation 
was understandable.  Imagine if clients ordered highly 
personalized vehicles and failed to follow through with the purchase.  While the prospect of fait sur 
mesure M4s, M5s, and M8s filling every showroom across America is a dream for enthusiasts, from 
a business perspective, it’s a nightmarish scenario for dealerships.  The majority of clients, with 
more jejune preferences, would likely not be interested in such cars no matter how many rebates or 
financing incentives you throw at them.  Ipso facto, dealership inventories are always stocked with 
prosaic color combos and option packages – that’s what sells. 

To be continued in next quarter’s Das Kummet.

Individualism continued from pg 13

By Shawn Halsey

Breaking Bread
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Need More Garage for Your BMW Collection?

Dave Reisch 
Realtor,® MRP, ABR, SFR, BMW

757.287.7000 
dave@davereisch.com

Accreditations: 
Military Relocation Professional 

Accredited Buyers Representative 
Short Sales & Foreclosure Resource

Office: 757.486.8800  •  Web: www.davereisch.com  •  123 South Lynnhaven Road,  Virginia Beach, VA 23452

I can help! Let’s find you a more suitable 
parking situation for your growing fleet and 
an accompanying home for your family to go 
along with it!

When you are ready to make the move just give 
me a call. Whether you are BUYING or SELLING, 
I have the experience and resources to make it a 
smooth transaction from start to finish.


