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VALENTINE’S DRIVE 
Sal’s By Victor

BIMMER BREAKFAST 
Metro Diner, Chesapeake

BIMMER BREAKFAST 
Metro Diner, Chesapeake

PENINSULA BREAKFAST 
Baker’s Crust, Williamsburg

PhoTo oPS DRIVE** 
Williamsburg

PENINSULA BREAKFAST 
TBD

ANNUAL BBQ** 
TBD

UPCoMING EVENTS

**To be announced. Please check your email, our website, and MSReg for 
updates. RSVP and details for all events at www.motorsportreg.com 
Questions: send email to events@tidewaterbmwcca.org
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President
Shawn Halsey  (614) 596-7709
president@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Vice President
Brad Purvis   (757) 869-1459
vicepresident@tidewaterbmwcca.org

secretary
Al Resnick   (757) 577-2718
secretary@tidewaterbmwcca.org

treasurer
Eric Peppenhorst   (757) 589-3833
treasurer@tidewaterbmwcca.org

actiVities directOr
Zach Talley   (434) 774-6509
events@tidewaterbmwcca.org

MeMbershiP chairPersOn
Kenya Williams   (757) 865-3303
membership@tidewaterbmwcca.org

sOcial Media directOr
Hope Boyles  (757) 634-7680
hopeboyles@yahoo.com

WebMeister
Judy Semo   (757) 456-9923
webmeister@tidewaterbmwcca.org

neWsletter editOr
Chris Boyles   (757) 634-7679
editor@tidewaterbmwcca.org

chaPter aMbassadOr 
bMW cca FOundatiOn
Brad Purvis   (757) 869-1459
bmwfoundation@tidewaterbmwcca.org

driVing eVents chairMan
Ron Boustedt  (757) 339-0679
treasurer@tidewaterbmwcca.org

bMW classics chairMan
Steve Waddell    (757) 539-1305
classics@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Peninsula reP
Al Resnick    (757) 867-9727
peninsula@tidewaterbmwcca.org

Outer banks n.c. reP
Linda Matthews
obx@tidewaterbmwcca.org

eastern shOre reP
OPEN

club Merchandise
Melissa Peppenhorst
merch@tidewaterbmwcca.org

MEMBERSHIP
Tidewater Chapter: 670 as of FEB 2020

ADDRESS CHANGES
Address changes can be made on the BMWCCA National website (www.bmwcca.org) 
by hitting ‘Login’ and following instructions on site. From there, click on the ‘Manage 
Account’ link on the top of the page; then click on the ‘Change Addresses’ link.

Or write to: ROUNDEL BMW CCA, 640 South Main St., Ste 201, Greenville, SC 29601

All changes done through the National office will update both your National and 
Tidewater Chapter address information.

NEWSLETTER and PHOTO CONTRIBUTIONS:
Your articles and photos are very welcomed by us. To be included in an issue the 
materials must be received by the 1st of the month preceding the date of the issue. 
To spice up the newsletter we always need photos of chapter events.  We may also 
use them on the chapter website. 
Send your contributions to Editor@tidewaterbmwcca.org. Thanks!

SOCIAL MEDIA:
Chapter web site: www.tidewaterbmwcca.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TWBMWCCA/
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/twbmwcca/
Follow us on Twitter: @TWBMWCCA
Subscribe to our email lists: http://www.tidewaterbmwcca.org/lists/

FINE PRINT NOTICE: Das Kummet is published bimonthly and remains the property of the Tidewater Chapter 
BMW CCA, P.O. Box 62145, Virginia Beach, VA  23462-2145.  All information is for members and advertisers 
only.  Ideas, suggestions, writings, and opinions are those of the contributing authors without authentication by 
or liability to the BMW CCA, the Editors, or Officers of the Tidewater BMW CCA chapter.  No information in das 
Kummet bears the status of “Factory Approved” unless so stated and implies no endorsement or guarantees 
expressed.  The Tidewater Chapter of the BMW CCA is completely independent of and in no way connected 
with BMW NA or BMW AG.  The contents of this publication remains the property of the chapter.  All BMW 
CCA chapters, with permission,  may quote or copy from the publication provided full credit is given to the 
author and the Tidewater Chapter unless noted as “Copyrighted” and is not used for commercial purposes.
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CONFIDENCE
DOESN'T TAKE DETOURS.
THE ALL-NEW BMW X5.

You can turn left. Or if you're behind the wheel of the all-new BMW X5, you can decide not 
to turn at all. With an available mighty 456-horsepower engine, enhanced suspension for 
absolute driving comfort or a sportier driving style, and a fully redesigned interior, the 
all-new BMW X5 is always ready, no matter the challenge ahead. 

Learn more about the all-new BMW X5, and enjoy exceptional offers at 
Checkered Flag BMW.

CHECKERED FLAG BMW
5225 Virginia Beach Blvd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23462
757-490-1111
bmw.checkeredflag.com
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Greetings Tidewater Chapter,

 I write this article with a sense of relief as well as renewed 
optimism and excitement. I am proud to announce that we have 
just completed our third annual Street Survival event. I would like 
to thank NCCAR, the Garysburg Fire Department, and our many 

volunteers that showed to help with the day’s activities. Without 
them, this event could not have happened. As a result of their hard 

work, eighteen teenagers are now more confident in their abilities to 
safely drive their vehicles on the open road.

 We also completed our Dragon drive. The original intent was to conquer Head 
of the Dragon, the fourth and final dragon route. Safety concerns combined with lodging 
complications mean that we were not able to drive that particular route this year. I personally 
take your safety very seriously, and as such could not take the chance when I learned semi-
trucks are permitted to traverse that section of road and, on the many curves take up both 
lanes! Alas we had an absolute blast and as Al Resnick likes to say, “that road was like a 
vertical EKG!”

Finally we do know that membership dues will be increasing on the first of February. In 
conjunction with that, our rebates will be decreasing. That means, the funds that each chapter 
receives from National will be decreasing. 

I was hoping to announce that this edition will be our first to contain a brand new feature, 
interactive content. Unfortunately technical complications have caused delays in that, but we 
are working to resolve that. On the notion of new....there is more to come! We now have a new 
website which supports SSL. What is that and why should you care? Well, in the interest of not 
putting you to sleep and saving Brad some red ink, I’ll simply say our new platform will support 
secure check-out for online ordering of merchandise. This will enable us to provide greater 
variety of colors and options of merchandise for you, our loyal members, and further support 
our Club’s endeavors through a slight uptick in revenue generation. Yes, that means you must 
purchase something! 

We had a wonderful banquet at the Hampton Marina on January 25th. It was very enjoyable 
to see familiar faces and welcome new friends. Also very exciting to welcome in our new 
Board. I truly am excited to see what we will accomplish together. I am proud to announce Al 
Resnick as our Secretary. Erick Peppenhorst as our Treasurer. Zach Talley as our Activities 
Chairman. Brad Purvis as our Vice President. And, for some reason, I was voted in to continue 
as President. Beyond that Hope Boyles will continue as our Social Media Director. Judy 
Semo will continue as our Webmeister. Linda Matthews will maintain her roll as our OBX 
Representative. And new to the team is Kenya Williams as our Membership Chairperson and 
Melissa Peppenhorst as our Merchandise Coordinator. When you see these people, please 
congratulate and thank them for their hard work and dedication.

In conclusion, I truly am looking forward to 2020 with our Club. I expect many great things to 

President’s Corner

Continued on pg 15



        421 East Rochambeau Drive    (757) 220-9660    www.eurocarswmbg.com    Like us on Facebook! 

Service
 Factory Scheduled Maintenance
 Electronic In Ground Alignment 

Machine
 Wheel Straightening
 Virginia State Inspections 

Sales
 Hand Selected  Inventory
 Vehicle Locator Service
 Consignment Sales
 Financing Available
 Extended Warranties 

Audi/Volkswagen—BMW/MINI—Jaguar—Mercedes-Benz/Smart—Porsche—Saab—Volvo 

We manufacture the parts and supply the knowledge to fix all VDO, 
Smith and Jaeger odometers for your vintage automobiles. 
Don’t forget about our other niche parts for more modern vehicles.
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My name is Brad, and I’m a Bimmaholic. It’s been 4-days since I 
last purchased a BMW. I managed to go 6-days without purchasing 
(leasing) a new BMW prior to this one. I successfully avoided 
buying a BMW for almost a year, but that was after a binge of 
purchasing 3 BMWs within a 3-month period in the Fall of 2018.

Let me explain. When I decided to rejoin the BMW fold and 
traded my Mercedes-Benz E350 convertible for a newer BMW 428i 

convertible, I had no idea what disease I was allowing to infest my 
psyche. As I mentioned in a previous column we once owned a Z4 and an 

X3 simultaneously, but that was about it. I seemed to be able to control my “urges,” back then. All 
that changed shortly after the 428i. In a short period of time I came across a gently used M4 at 
the same dealership where I purchased the 428i. As I was nonplussed on the 428i after a series 
of problems with the A/C and what seemed to me to be a general lack of power, I decided to go 
no holds barred and jump into the M4. I always wanted an M-car and last year seemed as good a 
time as any. We Bimmaholics rationalize the purchase of our next BMW in a variety of ways.

I began driving the M4 to work, about 130 miles each way back and forth to Dulles International 
Airport every week. The miles were racking up and quite franking the stiff suspension of the 
M4 became a bit tiring when driving hour after hour. Scooting in and out of traffic was a breeze, 
however. The epiphany that the M4 was not the ideal car for commuting long distance did not 
come from the copious amount of gas I was using, but encountering the first snow fall of the year 
coming home from IAD during rush-hour traffic. The car handled like Tonya Harding on ice after 
an all night drinking binge.

About this time I came across a 535xiT for sale. The car appeared to be in great nick and it even 
sported a BMW CCA badge on the grill. The mileage was spot-on for an 8 year-old car and many 
service records were available. It certainly had plenty of room for my roll-aboard and flight kit, 
and with four wheel drive to boot I figured it would be perfect in the snow. So I bought it. We now 
had two BMWs.

BMW three was probably the first indication that Bimmaholism was taking hold. I like the space 
and feel of the 535xiT so much I decided I wanted a “special” 5-Series for club activities. I should 
have been satisfied for the M4 to fill this role, however, when you suffer from “the problem” you 
can rationalize almost anything.

Now, I am one of those addicts who frequent BaT (Bring-a-Trailer). I get notifications whenever 
a BMW is posted for sale, and when I say frequent, I mean probably a dozen times per day. BaT is 
like an ABC store or dive-bar for people like me. Lo and behold, shortly after I decided I “needed” 
an older 5-Series, a 1998 540i Sport showed up on BaT. It looked beautiful and was not too far 
away in Raleigh, NC. A few days of waiting and bidding and “Manfred” was mine. Manfred (the 
Red Baron) because the car is a bright red BMW Individual color and, well, it is German and I’ve 
always been a bit keen on WWI history, especially the aviation side of it. BMW count: 3.

I’ll be honest, I have no more room for anymore cars. We have our two-car garage and our part-
time neighbors allow us to use their garage in exchange for watching and taking care of their 
home when they are at their main residence. I do lease a space in a local storage facility to house 

Vice President’s Corner

Continued on pg 15



11246 JEffERSON AvE., NEWPORT NEWS 
757-599-3360

1300 EAST LITTLE CREEk ROAD, NORfOLk
757-440-0004

606 fIRST COLONIAL RD., v IRGINIA BEACH
757-425-7100

OR ON THE WEB AT
www.BAp-geon.com

IMPORT CAR PARTS
Major parts brands for bMW and other iMport cars.

VERY PROUD

DESIGNER

OF THE

DAS KUMMET

NEWSLETTER

FOR OVER

[INSERT VERY LARGE NUMBER HERE]
YEARS

elaine@eperrydesign.com

757.285.9438

CREATIVE DIRECTOR | GRAPHICS GURU | JILL-OF-ALL-TRADES

SMALL, MICRO, WOMAN-OWNED CERTIFIED BUSINESS
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WELCoME NEW MEMBERS
Robby Ackerman
Alan Ballard 
Howard Beaton
Landon Carpenter
Melvin Carter 
Ostap Dovirak
Timothy Duncan 
Charles Ewers
Rick Fisher
Rob Fisher

Peggy Sue Ford
Joshua Gormer 
Matt Hall
Michael Herbik
John Howard
Eddie Hughes
Sheila Long 
Michelle Jarrett
T. Roy Jarrett III
Michael Marney

Sudhir Mehta 
Mike Mulia
Ken Powell
Dan Remington
Sarah Semones Matthew Shoffstall
Jeffrey Siskin
Michelle Sweat
Kenya Williams 
Todd Williams

BMW CCA is the largest single-marque car club in the world.  Membership comes with 
special benefits such as rebates up to $1500 on new or certified pre-owned BMW 
automobiles, rebates up to $750 on BMW motorcycles, membership only discounts, 
exclusive club driving events, subscription to the monthly club magazine Roundel, 
access to club only merchandise, access to technical service advisors and much more. 

As a BMW CCA Tidewater Chapter member there are even more benefits and 
discounts that come with your club membership.  For more information please visit www.
tidewaterbmwcca.org. 

Whatever your reason for owning a BMW, you have the opportunity to meet others with common 
interests, form new friendships and learn more about your “Ultimate Driving Machine”.  Participation is up to you 
whether that be face-to-face, virtually, actively or occasionally.   

So how do you join?  Simply visit the membership signup page on the National BMW CCA website at 
www.bmwcca.org/join.

EUROPEAN & DOMESTIC CAR SERVICE AND PERFORMANCE

757-427-0742
RaceWerks is an all service facility specializing in 
Porsche, BMW, Audi and other performance cars.

WE OFFER:
 • Routine service & repair, including parts
 • APR tuning
 • Mounting & balancing
 • Scales for corner balancing
 • Suspension tuning & alignment
 • Performance upgrades

John Kopp / John@RaceWerks.net
Dan Tiedemann / Dan@RaceWerks.net

2445 Castleton Commerce Way, Ste #301
Virginia Beach, VA 23456

www.RaceWerks.net
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I thought it was a bunch of 
boring gearheads.

Having grown up in Munich, 
Germany in a family of car 
utilitarians where a car is 
supposed to be something with 
4 wheels and a roof used to 
travel from point A to B, I did 
like driving but spending extra 
money on a car that was fun to 
drive just was not very sensible.

When I saw the Z3 in the James Bond movie Goldeneye it was the first car I 
REALLY liked (based on looks which is admittedly somewhat superficial) and 
my friends rented one for me for a day on my 25th birthday - and that was that.  
When I moved to the US in 2001 and had to buy a car, I had many options but 
only one real choice . . . which color for my Z3?  My dream became true and I 
quickly learned that my memory of that birthday rental had not deceived me 
and my commute across Hampton Roads became a fun ride with the top down 
at all hours of the day and night all year round.

Trading it for a more family friendly car after 7 years and a newborn was a 
logical, Germanically practical choice but I also found out that once you drive 
a BMW, it’s hard to go back.  Fortunately, my American now-husband, a much 
greater car enthusiast, had since acquired his dream car, an E46 M3, so I still 
had the occasional opportunity to feel one with the road and really enjoy driving 
(minus the potholes).  I think we had the only M3 in the state with two car seats 
in the back.

We became members in 2001 by virtue of acquiring my Z3 which included 
a free membership.  We discovered the Roundel and we kept renewing our 
membership, fully intending on going to something “someday”.  Although the 
events sounded interesting and I knew it was one of his dreams to attend M 
school, we never made it due to life and work and kids until last year, when he 
went with the Tidewater CCA chapter and had a blast.  Although we had wanted 
to go together . . .  life and work and kids.

He also reported back that “those BMW people” weren’t at all what he (and I) 
expected (whatever that really was).  In the process of checking off a bucket 
list item he met cool, interesting, fun people - a diverse group from all walks 
of life with a common interest in one of the best driving cars on the planet but 
unique stories of their journey towards a BMW.  In today’s world, it’s easy to be 
surrounded mainly by people who are similar to you with similar stories.  This 

BMW M Performance Driving School

Continued on pg 13

By Anke Hacker



3040 High St. (Corner of High & Airline), Portsmouth  //  www.Import-Autowerks.com

We’re a father-son, military family business committed to giving you high quality, friendly & professional service.

All Repairs & Service • Latest Factory Diagnostic Equipment • Virginia State Inspection 
Quick Turn-Around • Genuine & OEM Parts • A/C Service, Tires, Alignment 

Low mileage, excellent condition, pre-owned BMW & Mercedes

MONDAY – FRIDAY
9AM TO 6PM

mail@import-autowerks.com

BMW & Mercedes-Benz Service, Repair & Sales

Portsmouth

Newport News

Norfolk VA Beach

Chesapeake

Suffolk

H

WHEN YOU CAN COME TO US?

ARE YOU GOING UP HERE?

OR WAY OUT HERE?

757-966-9528

Like us on Facebook
@ImportAutowerks

Convertible tops
Headliners

Leather seat repairs

Lee’s
UPHOLSTERY

Family Owned and Operated for Over 60 Years!

10122 Jefferson Ave, Newport News, VA 23605
(757) 595-1341

Mon-Fri: 08:00 AM - 05:00 PM / Sat-Sun: Closed
MENTION TH IS DAS KUMMET NEWSLETTER AD FOR D ISCOUNT

AD PRICING 
(12 months/6 publications): 

	 •	FULL	PAGE:	$1000
	 •	HALF	PAGE:	$500
	 •	QTR	PAGE:	$250

Please contact Chris Boyles, 
newsletter editor with any 
additional questions.
editor@tidewaterbmwcca.org 
757-634-7679

Interested
in Advertising

IN THE DAS KUMMET NEWSLETTER
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club Merchandise
Apparel from Land’s End with Tidewater Chapter logo is available for purchase. 
Contact merch@tidewaterbmwcca.org for availability and questions about the following merchandise:

Apparel (polos, hats, etc.) - various prices at club events 
Chapter Logo Decals  •  BMW CCA Decals: FREE at club events

Personalized Club nametags, for club events, can be ordered from 
Tag-Ink for $20 each. Email orders@tag-ink.com or call 757-233-6952

club tOOlbOX
For those that have always wanted us to put a name with a face, 
here’s a picture of our club tools. They’ve been relocated to our 
treasurer Ron Boustedt’s house. Feel free to reach out if you need to 
scratch your shade tree mechanic itch.

• HELMETS for track events
• Service light resetting tools - very useful
• Tie rod separator - pickle forks
• Remote starter switch
• Clutch Alignment tool
• Pilot bearing puller
• Fan clutch wrench & bar
• Electric impact wrench

• Lockstrip tool
• 17mm Trans. drain socket
• Brake bleed system - very useful
• Coil spring compressors
• PEAKE code/reset tool - all models can 

be connected under hood or dash
• SRS air bag scanner

Contact borrowequip@tidewaterbmwcca.org for your needs.

made us wonder what we missed out on the last 17 years.

This year, I wasn’t going to miss it!  After arranging babysitting for the weekend, I set 
about to rediscover a more fun side of myself, more fun than being a sensible mom 
and a responsible adult.  There is nothing sensible or responsible about driving 115 
mph in an M5 and slamming the breaks to enter a corner or drifting sideways in an 
M4 around a wet skidpad - but it’s really fun!  In the process, I challenged myself and 
learned some new skills that are uniquely useless on my commute from Norfolk to 
Suffolk through the Midtown tunnel but are fun nonetheless. (Although I could have 
made better choices on challenge by choice ....)  The instructors were top-notch, pro-
racers or factory drivers who were always encouraging but never pushy or annoyed 
with our novice ways.

Thanks to Shawn for arranging the extra X5 off-road experience.  It is stunning what 
our family-hauler X5 can actually do.  Watching our group descend a 40-degree grade 
or crawl along a 30-degree lateral tilt or cruise through 20 inches of water in a trench 
was eye opening, literally.  That, in a 5000-pound vehicle with a heated steering wheel 
and air-conditioned seats where the road handling is not lumbering and SUV-like but 
much more like a car, and a great handling car at that.

I will likely never be a racer.  Will I do M School again - maybe.  Will I come along on 
one of the fun drives - very likely.  Will I become a more active member of a club with 
some very interesting people – already have!  Will my kids attend Street Survival when 
they start driving - absolutely!

M Performance School, continued from pg 10
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On Sunday, 15 September our Tidewater Chapter hosted the Tire Rack Street Survival teen driving 
safety clinic at the North Carolina Center for Automotive Research (NCCAR), in Garysburg, NC.

Our Fearless Leader, Shawn Halsey, organized and officiated the event this year. A big thank you to 
all volunteers, both chapter members and outside instructors and cone shaggers who worked hard 
to put on well-executed event.

Eighteen teens experienced a full day of car control, accident avoidance, and distracted driving ex-
ercises and simulations. All left with at least a little more confidence behind the wheel along with 
significant knowledge and exposure that will make them safer and smarter on the roads.

Street Survival is an important part of what we do here at the Tidewater Chapter, and we plan to 
hold another course again next September, but we can’t do it without chapter member support. So, 
plan ahead and plan to join us next year to show your support not only for your BMW CCA chapter, 
but to support safer teen driving.

This national program is spearheaded by the BMW CCA Foundation with generous primary support 
by Tire Rack®. More details can be found at StreetSurvival.org.



If you’re a fan of classic BMW’s you may like us. Hello Tidewater. I’m Steve Waddell, your Classics Chairman 
and I’m inviting you to join us for some classic fun. Whether you’re in need of garage time, a shoulder to cry 
on when your classic is broken or simply interested in a classics day drive I’m your guy.  For more information 
please feel free to contact me at 757-535-5878 or by email at classics@tidewaterbmwcca.org.

come and hope to see as many of you as possible at our various events. With that, please help us 
out by RSVPing in advance. Proper headcounts make our jobs much much easier! Thank you,

Shawn 
Sei immer eins mit der Straße

President’s Corner, continued from pg 4

our ex-Johnny Carson 1988 Mercedes-Benz 560 SEC, but with two classic MG’s* in the fleet as 
well, it becomes a game of musical cars. 

Therefore, last week when we decided Avril was really overdue to replace her Mercedes-Benz 
GLK with something more recent, we headed to the BMW dealer just to take a look. Long story 
short, we traded in her Merc and leased a new X3. That all makes sense, right? Pretty logical to 
trade-in one older car for a new car. That brings the Bimmer count up to 4.

What with four BMWs, one Mercedes-Benz and two T-Series MG’s* gracing our forecourt, it 
made perfect sense to bid on (and win, oops!) a 1983 BMW 320i on where else, but BaT. Logistics 
of moving a 36 year-old car from Denver to Toano when the snow is already blowing in the Mid-
West aside, I really, really needed this car in order to not be solely a spectator at the Vintage in 
Asheville next year as I was this year. I see a road trip in my not to distant future.

So, as you can plainly see it is all very logical and maybe I don’t really have a “problem” after all. 
Or do I?

(*Anybody wanting a MG TD Competition or an MG TC, call me. We can work a deal.) ; )

Vice President’s Corner, continued from pg 6
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Tidewater Chapter, it is with a heavy pen (figuratively speaking) that I author this article which, I 
promise to be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but. Chris Boyles and I were honored to attend 
the National Conference at the beginning of this November past. While we were among friendly faces 
in those of other Chapter leadership who care as much about their membership as we do, we stood 
dumbfounded at the actions of National leadership.

To demonstrate the tone for this conference, I offer the following excerpt from the National Board 
Meeting Minutes March 30, 2019.

The Board will discuss if this proposal will satisfy the newsletter minimum 
standard. If the chapters are not willing to help grow the club, then we must 
take it in-house and use this tool. We will also provide copies to independent 
shops as well as dealerships. Will have a proposal for the board on our April 17th 
conference call. There is over $2million dollars currently in the bank accounts of 
our chapters. There are 68 chapters who do nothing for recruiting new members 
or anything else to grow this club, then CCA will do it and pay for it. As the board 
we are charged with the survival of this club and this club will not survive if we 
stay on our current business plan. 1

It pains me both to read the above statement, as well as to have it published in our newsletter. Imagine 
our shock when we learned there are 68 chapters who do nothing for recruiting new members or anything 
else to grow this club. According to www.bmwcca.org there are only 68 Chapters. Interesting.

Our frustration continued as we learned the true state of the BMW Car Club of America and its present 
financial situation. We were informed that the Roundel magazine is causing a financial loss of $754k 
annually, predominantly the result of staunch reduction in advertising revenue. At the present trajectory, 
the entire Club would be bankrupt in three years. Their proposed solution we found laughable, and sad. 
Increase membership fees, reduce Chapter rebates (rename them to allocations so it sounds better) and 
reduce Roundel to ten issues annually. Those two issues that will be reduced to save costs will be replaced 
with BimmerLife “a new and exciting regional newsletter” to be published and mailed twice annually. If 
you’re confused as to how replacing two printed publications with two others will alleviate the financial 
troubles of the BMW CCA, you are not alone.

When we queried why not stop printing and mailing Roundel until such time as it is financially viable, 
the response was unanimous. The National leadership is terrified (officially) that our members would 
not remain if they could not receive a printed copy of Roundel. I submitted that their desire to recruit 
the next generation of enthusiasts (aka. millennials) as the reason to maintain printing Roundel lacked 
any degree of merit as no millennial would pay $48 (or more) annually to join the Club simply to receive 
Roundel in print. I further tried to remind them of that one item that unequivocally unites us all, our love 
and passion for BMW.

In an “after-hours” discussion with certain Board members of the National leadership, Chris and 
I learned that they are indeed planning to cancel Roundel in the near future and have not publicly 
acknowledged it for a few reasons. Interestingly this information was in starch contrast to information 
we were told during our South Central Zone breakout session. Further research found other equally 
disturbing proposals at their June Board Meeting in Newport Beach, CA.

______________

 1 https://cdn.bmwcca.org/prod/s3fs-public/content/meeting_minutes/m201903.pdf (Page 9)

National Conference
By Shawn Halsey



Head of the Dragon8.1.8.7 Chapter Options

1. Centralized/Rescind Chapter Allocations

2. National Dues lowered to $33/year; Chapters may charge OPTIONAL local dues

3. National dues raised to $100

4. We do nothing and be bankrupt in 3 years2

Not happy with how any of this was progressing, we dug deeper trying to get to the heart of the issue. 
While I cannot say this is the “underlying issue” I found several curious inconsistencies. We were 
informed of a wage freeze for the paid positions of the National Board. It may surprise you that reported 
salaries and wages for tax year 2018 total $1,129,283.3  I respect and agree that certain positions indeed 
should be paid for the services the individual provides to the Club. I was surprised at the blatant lie 
regarding the freeze. Several persons including our Executive Director and our Editor experienced pay 
increases. At this point my blood was boiling the temperature of brakes on the M5 after completing the 
hot-lap at the M-Performance School. Resolved to make the most of this weekend we continued to connect 
with our fellow Chapter leadership representatives.

So much so were we making headway that a proposal was thrust upon me to consider the possibility of 
absorbing the entirety of the Blueridge Chapter into Tidewater. In addition to our local Board discussing 
this in detail, we spoke with other Chapter leadership whose territory covers a similar expanse. A strong 
level of organization and communication is required to achieve such a feat, but it is by no means an 
impossible task. Interestingly, since that weekend we have not received any further communication on 
that subject.

I have met Robert Ziegler at previous functions. Our questions to National have always been similar as 
so we compared notes. He later sent me an article he authored to his readership and of which, I offer this 
excerpt.

I asked the question Saturday to Frank if they (the board and management) had a 
one year, three year and five year plan. I was very disappointed in Franks answer, 
that no essentially they did not have a plan but if things did not go well that the 
Roundel in its current format will be gone in three years. That to me is not a plan 
that is waiting for the floor to drop out from under you and then react! Frank 
saying that there are too many variables to make a plan is to me unacceptable. If 
have lived with the adage that if you do not have a plan you are doomed to fail. I 
realize that planning with so many variables is difficult but then you should build 
contingencies within your plan. What I am trying to say is you make a plan and 
then have a plan B and C and maybe even a plan D if certain difficulties develop.4

In conclusion I would like assure the members of Tidewater that your duly elected leaders care greatly 
about our Chapter and will continue to chart forward in the best way possible. We have been astutely 
passing out paper surveys at our events to garner people’s opinion regarding the future of our own 
newsletter publication. I ask that you continue to provide us with feedback and attend as many events 
as you are able. I am excited to work with our new Board and have no doubt that we will accomplish 
great things. We have mapped out our plan for 2020 and it is sure to be another year of good fun, great 
camaraderie, and endless winding roads!

______________
2 https://cdn.bmwcca.org/prod/s3fs-public/content/meeting_minutes/m201906.pdf (Page 12)
3 https://www.guidestar.org/profile/20-2996713 The editor received a pay raise each year between 2015 and 2018 
according to the publicly filed tax records. The executive director received a pay raise each year between 2015 and 2017 
with a slight decrease in 2018.
4 Robert Ziegler aka. Bob Z.
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Need More Garage for Your BMW Collection?

Dave Reisch 
Realtor,® MRP, ABR, SFR, BMW

757.287.7000 
dave@davereisch.com

Accreditations: 
Military Relocation Professional 

Accredited Buyers Representative 
Short Sales & Foreclosure Resource

Office: 757.486.8800  •  Web: www.davereisch.com  •  123 South Lynnhaven Road,  Virginia Beach, VA 23452

I can help! Let’s find you a more suitable 
parking situation for your growing fleet and 
an accompanying home for your family to go 
along with it!

When you are ready to make the move just give 
me a call. Whether you are BUYING or SELLING, 
I have the experience and resources to make it a 
smooth transaction from start to finish.


