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  394 West of 494 

A Proud Member of Twin Cities Automotive      15802 Wayzata Boulevard      Minnetonka      phone: 952-303-7500      bmwofminnetonka.com

The only locally owned BMW dealership.

Here at BMW of Minnetonka, we only say “working on BMWs” 
because “loving on BMWs” sounds a little creepy.

At BMW of Minnetonka, wrenching on Bimmers is our passion – on the clock, off the clock. That’s why we 

have the expertise to handle everything from the standard BMW lineup to the mod-stuffed racer you see 

here. Thinking about what we can do for your BMW? So are we.

For a limited time, BMW Club members receive 10% off parts and service.

The BMW M Coupe shown was modified and built exclusively at BMW of Minnetonka.
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This quarter’s cover art is con-
tinuing this editor’s long tra-
dition of smart phone based 
photography, but this time 
with the addition of a cheesy 
instagram warming filter to try 
and hide the immensely cold 
temperatures in Madison, WI. 
 
The vehicle featured? An ab-
solutely lovely 2011 BMW E82 
1 series M skinned in Valencia 
Orange. 
 
If  you would like to see your car 
or BMW content on the cover 
of the next newsletter, feel free 
to email submission requests 
to editor@northstarbmw.org! 

“North Star Bavarian” is published by the North Star Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc. 
Please address correspondence to P.O. Box 275 Chaska, MN 55318. All information furnished herein 

is provided by membership for members only. Ideas, suggestions and opinions, technical or otherwise, 
are those of the authors, without authentication by or liability to the officers of the Club. Unless specif-
ically stated otherwise, the Club endorses no person, product, service or business. North Star Chapter, 

Inc. is a non-profit Minnesota corporation.

This newsletter and other information about the chapter may be found on the internet at:
www.northstarbmw.org

Contact for Ad rates:
Dave Nielsen

advertising@northstarbmw.org

Artwork - TIFF or PDF preferable, Macintosh or IBM compatible to:
editor@northstarbmw.org

Deadlines for next full newsletter:
Copy and advertising to editor no later than the 10th of the month preceding publication date,

or contact editor@northstarbmw.org

Typical Publication Dates:
3/1, 6/1, 9/1, 12/1

What’s Inside       

On The Cover       
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Upcoming Club Events

Annual Winter Dinner @ Gasthaus
January 13th, 2018

8390 Lofton Ave N, Stillwater MN 55082

Teen Street Survival
January 20st, 2018

Dakota County Technical College

Advanced Car Control Clinic
Febuary 3th, 2018

Dakota County Technical College

Teen Street Survival
February 17st, 2018

Dakota County Technical College

Teen Street Survival
March 17th, 2018

Dakota County Technical College

BMW Northstar BIR Lapping day
June 1-3, 2018

Brainerd International Raceway, Brainerd, MN

Autolieben
July 30th, 2018

Afton Alps

Stay tuned for future events!
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BMW, the company that for decades touted themselves as 
producers of “The Ultimate Driving Machine” produced 
some of the best driving, money no object cars and even 
today sneaks through several offerings that are truly best 
in class. In the late 2010s though, BMW was going through 
some serious changes that endangered forever that title and 
their claims of being that ultimate driving machine. 6 cyl-
inder naturally aspirated engines were being axed in favor 
of direct injected turbocharged 4 cylinders in base vehicles, 
BMW slated introduction of its first ever front wheel drive 
based platform, and automatic transmissions have all but 
killed the venerable 6 speed box on dealer lots, relegating 
the true enthusiast to a check box on an order form for a 
small hand full of models that remain offering the manual 
cog-swapper. Electric steering is now completely com-
monplace across the industry, garnering various degrees of 
hatred and praise between makes and models.

Internet forums full of loud talkers with no money keep 
fanning the flames, condemning BMW for ditching hydrau-
lic steering, mechanical engine water pumps, port injection, 
natural aspiration and the widespread use of their rightfully 
loved 6 cylinder inline engines.

Truth be told though, these changes allow the company to 
let slip some truly special beasts, and in the 2011 model 
year, BMW did just that once again with the 1 series M. This 
car is truly a ‘greatest hits’ vehicle showcasing what BMW 
has achieved the prior 10 years.

The E82 chassis 1 series had been around for 7 years at this 

point, and its ancestry much longer still based closely on the 
E46 BMW 3 series that debuted in 1999. 1M borrowed the 
rear axle and differential from the E46 M3 due to similar 
hard points, rear brakes and wheels from the E90 compe-
tition package M3, and the entire front axle assembly with 
brakes and wheels from the E90 ZCP M3. widely flared 
bodywork was needed to accommodate the increased track 
widths front and rear, changing nearly all of the bodywork 
from a standard 135i which shares most of the driveline 
mechanicals with the 1M. larger front intakes for brake 
cooling, additional oil and intercooling were added in lieu 
of fog lamps and were sculpted in to the now distinctive 
front bumper. BMW’s powerful N54 twin turbo straight 6 
engine was borrowed straight from the 740i in high output 
guise, bolted to a standard 135i gearbox and out through 
the fore-mentioned E46 M3 limited slip 210mm differential.

Turbocharging and BMW’s M division?! That’s right. 
This was one of BMW M’s first turbo engine applications, 
foreshadowing the F8x M3/4 and rolling out alongside the 
tweaked N63 found under the hood of the M5, X5M and 
X6M as the S63. The N54 also did not carry an ‘S’ designa-
tion which truly does mean this was a factory built engine 
that could have just as easily ended up in a 740i, a Z4 or a 

   Spiritual successor title and the 1M   
   words and photos by: Erik Berger
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335iS. Ignoring whether or not the N54 is special enough to be under the 
hood of such a special one hit wonder like the 1M is a moot point when 
you get behind the wheel though and hit that ubiquitous BMW start stop 
button and you’re greeted by a friendly and familiar straight 6 growl, 
lightly enhanced by a low restriction exhaust system. revving the engine 
cold, you hear those two tiny mitusbishi turbochargers spool effortlessly 
and also the problematic and short living electric water pump mimic the 
engine RPM. Pushing in the familiar and beautifully linear clutch pedal, 
engaging the smooth 6 speed box through that well loved ZHP shift 
knob, smacking the ‘M’ dynamic mode butt on the steering wheel which 
was taken directly from the ZCP E90 M3 as well and seems oddly out of 
place next to the copious amounts of black alcantara with orange accent 
stitching all over the cabin and floor of the 1M cockpit.

Driving the 1 series M really does feel like driving a tightened 135i while 
you warm up the oil, which mind you takes a solid 20 minutes with the 
1M. Once that oil is warm though and you start tossing the car around 
you really do notice that the mannerism similarities between the 135i 
and the 1M stop abruptly and the true M DNA comes out of this short 
wheelbase bulldog bruiser. the engine’s mountain of slightly turbo laggy 
torque is thrilling to the level of true addiction. Brakes, well, they’re 
straight out of a much heavier and bigger performance car so all of the 
performance you’d expect and then some. Pedal bite is very mild man-
nered but the more force on the pedal, the warmer and deeper the hug 
from your seat belt. Michelin supplied the rubber on this car for BMW 
with the Pilot Sport 2. A great hard side wall, progressive and communi-
cative breakaway near the limit and excellent traction to keep those 265 
section tires at least somewhat adhered to the road when the 370lb/ft of 
torque hits from that lovely straight 6.

MPG through the overboosted N54 is quite poor at around 17, exacer-
bated further by the turkey baster installed by BMW as a fuel tank lead-
ing the 1M through 200 of the most fun miles possibly attainable by such 
a modern car. Getting such poor fuel economy, even with an environ-
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Spiritual Successor (Continued)
mentally conscious mind like my own is just not a problem 
with the 1 series M, because all the miles covered are done 
so at full grin, and this car is the best quality of life booster 
I have driven to date. Yes, you heard that right — this car is 
more smile inducing than an E30 M3 with an S54 under the 
hood and a Ferrari F355.

Moving right back to that E30 M3 of mine, and how it relates 
to this 1 series M in the family of BMW. I do see a lot of 
similarities between the cars. BMW took a run of the mill 
but excellent and well loved car, and then they injected it 
all over the place with bulbus fender flares, more aggressive 
body work, slight but effective interior tweaks, better brakes, 
completely different suspension geometry and more power. 
the 1 series M almost has a more pure BMW forumula than 
the E30 M3 did with its 4 cylinder engine, but even with the 
addition of BMW’s best ever 6 cylinder engine in their best 
loved chassis (yes, that’s the S54B32 and the E30 M3), the 
mix is somehow more usable and cohesive in the 1M. That is 
not to say at all that the 1M is the better car, because it isn’t. 
There’s nothing quite as frightening and tantalizing as a 550lb 
lighter and more powerful car, narrower tire section with bet-
ter road manners, better feedback and more electric man and 
machine communication. What the 1M does so well though, 
and where it captures the essence of the E30 is being so us-
able and so capable with so little drawback. Both the E30 M3 
and the E82 1M are or were cars you could load the family in 
to and take a trip, but also take them to a track day and run 
down cars costing 2-3x as much that come and go on trailers.

Having such a usable car that is so capable sounds like the 
perfect situation, but it has one major flaw, especially for 
anyone living where inclement weather is a real factor. Since 
the M3’s import numbers from 1988-1991 were just shy of 
4,996 units and a huge number were used up through track 
use, winter rust or just general wear, subjecting a surviving 
E30 M3 to year round use these days may very well result 
in death threats from the owners clubs like S14.net. The 1M 
has the exact same problem. Being such a well rounded and 
capable do all car makes owners want to use them all day 
every day. Some do! they have lovely experiences sliding the 
cars around in the snow and salt, but with 741 units brought 
to the USA in the single model year of 2011  the car is simply 
too rare to use at all times in good conscience. At the end 
of the day, these are cars and they’re designed to be used, 

but in both of these vehicles cases they’re not primary or 
secondary vehicles, they’re crown jewels of collections that 
come out on nice days for nice events on nice roads. Is that 
really a shame? I don’t think so. Keeping nice rare cars nice 
while still piling on nice weather miles is just good sense, 
and BMW made you a standard E82 to slide around and 
use up in the winter anyhow while your lovely 1M sits a 
few months a year in a heated garage waiting longingly for 
springtime hoons.

Spiritual successor to the 1988-1991 M3 though, I don’t 
really see it. the M3 was brought in to this world to do one 
thing. To win races. Win races it did. In fact, the E30 M3 
remains the winning est chassis ever produced in regards to 
overall race wins. The fact that the car was so lovely to use 
every day and had what this writer believes to be near per-
fect proportions is irrelevant to the M3s appreciation and 
value. the 1 series M was designed to be what the E30 M3 
became, and it does that better than the M3 ever did thanks 
to modern technologies and parts bin engineering. Spiri-
tual successor? No, I don’t think so. A Successful tribute to 
BMW’s crown jewel? Absolutely, and a worthy one at that. 
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Do you want a hard copy of the newsletter?
This announcement may require action on your part!
You may choose to continue to receive a paper copy if that is your preference. Instructions are at the end of this announcement 
and will be sent to you in an email as well.

The North Star chapter of the BMW Car Club of America wants to keep you aware of activities offered by your club. We also 
enjoy presenting articles written by members. Whether in Electronic, or paper form, we will continue this service to you.

You have four months to take action if you want to receive a paper copy of your news letter. you can follow these instructions to 
change your preference at any time. 
 
1.) Go to www.BMWCCA.org

2.) Click Login, enter your user i.d. and password.

3.) Click ‘Manage Account’

4.) Click Email Preferences and Demographics 

5.) Click Email under ‘Receive Chapter Newsletter Via:’

6.) Click Update.                                                                                            That’s it! Remember, you can change this at any time.
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Auto Edge 
651-777-6924 

We service most vehicle makes and models 
Rental cars available at our location

Pick Up and Delivery options available  Professional Alignments to suit your driving needs 

Custom Roll Cage Design and Installation

In-house dyno 

Maintenance, Performance, and Track Prep

Check out our project cars on
AutoEdgeRacing.com

We are your local source for Active Autowerke,  
Fabspeed, Moton, Forgeline, HRE and more! 
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