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A WORD FROM THE CHAPTER’S PRESIDENT
River City Bimmers

A new year is here…

I hope all of you are starting the year off well, amid this frigid weather!  You may have
noticed that the 3rd newsletter for 2017 was missing and this one has been sent late.  The
reason for this is our long-time newsletter Editor, Tom has moved out of the area and we
had a bit of a bumpy transition picking up the slack.  The good news is, we are already
working on our 4th annual drive to the tail of the dragon, as well as several social and
driving events  for 2018.  However, on that note the truth is our few board members are all
wearing (too) many hats and we are in serious need of volunteers. We want to continue to
host more events, and provide other benefits for all our members- but we need fresh
volunteers to succeed.  Many of the chapter activities could really benefit from a few hours
a month, or even a year from anyone who is willing to help.  We also, as always would love
to hear suggestions by email, or social media on how we can improve the chapters benefits
for all of you, so please let us know what you would like to see/do more of.

Eric Ireland

e_101@hotmail.com





Did you know that BMWCCA will pay club members
$500, $1,000, or $1,500 for purchasing a new BMW, $250
for purchasing a CPO car, and $500 for purchasing a CPO
M car!
Visit www.bmwcca.org and click Membership Reward
Rebate for the details!

How to Contact the BMWCCA

640 South Main Street
Greenville, SC 29601

Phone: 864-250-0022
Fax: 864-250-0038
E-mail: questions@bmwcca.org

How to Contact the River City Bimmers
River City Bimmers
P.O. Box 342593
Memphis, TN 38184

Website: www.rcbimmers.org

Facebook Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rivercitybimmers/

Website: www.bmwcca.org

Like Our Page: www.facebook.com/rivercitybimmers

Classified Ads

BMW CCA members may place classified
ads in the newsletter at no charge.

Contact the editor (Christopher Derrick)
for details.

Calendar of Events

Dinner Meetings
Dinner meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. on the 3rd

Thursday of each month.  Meetings will be at The
Flying Saucer in Cordova.

Annual Winter Party
Please join us for this year’s Winter Party at

Roadshow BMW on Friday, January 26th.
Celebrations begin at 6:30 p.m.

Autocross
We are still finalizing dates for autocross events.

Weather has worked against us the last few times.
We apologize for the inconvenience.

Please join our face group group for more information,
to RSVP, and to stay up to date with our events.

Disclaimer
This newsletter is a publication of the River City Bimmers (the
Chapter) and its contents remain the property of the Chapter. The
Chapter is not connected in any way with BMW A.G.. or BMW N.A.
All information furnished herein is provided by the membership of
the Chapter for members only. The Chapter assumes no liability for
any of the information contained herein. The ideas, opinions and
suggestions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors
and no authentication is implied. Unless otherwise noted, none of
the information in this newsletter is “factory approved”. Permission
is hereby granted to reproduce any material published herein
providing full credit is given to the author and River City Bimmers,
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OR SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED.
Modifications within the warranty period of your BMW may void the
warranty.
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I read the repetitive headlines, felt the anxiety about
whether or not a show that shaped so much of my views
on the world of cars would return, and had the concern
that the feeling I had when sharing the adventures with
the three notorious and rowdy Brits might be over. To
those who loved the Orangutan, Hamster, and Captain
Slow, you may have shared that dread and if I'm honest,
heartbreak. Was I upset with the man who made
drawers full of hammers hilarious for jeopardizing a
show that is more than a show to me? Yes, but even
still, I hoped I hadn't seen the last of him and his
compadres. While the headlines were churning out and
the promise and much hyped showdown of the Porsche
918, McLaren P1, and Ferrari LaFerrari dwindled I
reminisced by watching some of my favorite old
episodes and held out hope that they wouldn't be the
last. Then, the rumors came true and Amazon picked
them up for a new, revamped show. I was however
skeptical that they could deliver the heart, soul, and
overall goosebumps delivering sagas that the Top Gear
I knew could.

And then, the moment I and many of you waited for
arrived. The first episode of Grand Tour came out
swinging for the fences. It started by paying homage to
the salt flats, an American racing tradition with the trio
driving iconic Mustangs that we love to hate, and, it
felt like coming home. This was followed up by
possibly the best possible hand the show could have
played with the showdown we had waited over a year
for. As if this episode wasn’t perfect enough, I giddily
watched as Clarkson chose the M2 to test their new
track, although the American somewhat ruined the
track test. As first episodes go for any show, this was a
hit, and I couldn’t wait to see more.

As the season went on, the trio had their usual
adventures complete with bumps in the road that
ensued hilarity, as well as those high points we all wait
for where we imagine we are there with them,
experiencing the views, the throttle, and the comradery
that being car fanatics brings. The season also brought
repetitive jokes, segments, and dialogue that just
seemed too scripted at times and less off-the-cuff than
we could expect from the trio. Celebrity Brain Crash
turned into an old joke that I wanted to be over. The
“American” felt unauthentic – I wanted a driver who
appreciated the curves, not a guy with bad punchlines
and a lack of appreciation for cars most of us can only
ever dream of maybe seeing in person one day.

Overall, the show has potential and I believe the parts
of the show that were less desirable were due to it being
new and trying to differentiate from their past while
still retaining the familiarity we’re used to. There were
plenty of iconic moments outside of the first episode,
especially the Beach Buggy adventure which felt just
like old times. Given practice, reviews, and time, I
think we can experience the new, the old, and both will
be improved.

The Grand Tour
Season 1 Review

by Rachel Ireland



Chapter Officers
President
Eric Ireland

Vice president
Juan Larin

Treasurer
Christopher Derrick

Secretary
Tal Penfound

Driving Events Committee
Tal Penfound & Adam Wilde

Membership Coordinator
Juan Larin

Social Events Coordinator
Rachel Ireland
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