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Fall is upon us and as the license
plates begin to change colors,
marking the change of seasons, I
reflect back upon the events of the
first half of 2017.
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We have really had an amazing
and action-packed year, so far, in
the Roadrunner Chapter. Though,
not without its challenges, I would
say that overall we can call it a
good start on the path to becoming
a flagship chapter.
The chapter is profitable, the new
board is fantastic, and our members are really starting to become
engaged. I want to thank each and

every one of you for your
support and suggestions as
we enhance this wonderful
chapter. It really goes to
show how great something
can be when you have a
group of dedicated people
all working toward the same goal nay, passion.
I will promise you all this; as we
continue to evolve the Roadrunner
Chapter, and for as long as I am
serving as your President, membership value will always be at the
top of the Executive Board’s list.
Please do not hesitate to pull me
aside at any event (I try to make
my rounds but don’t always get to
everyone as we all swap stories) if

you would like to give me feedback - good or otherwise, have any
suggestions, or would like to talk
about getting involved as a volunteer. We are always looking for
driven and passionate BMW lovers.
In the mean time, please enjoy
what we are all working very hard
to provide to you and I look forward to seeing you at the 2017
Annual Dinner and Holiday Party!

New Members, Transfers,
and Anniversaries

7

Pazifik Eskapade

2017 Annual Dinner and
Holiday Party

8

November 3 - November 5

BMW CCA Mission and
Contact Information

9

The Importance of Proper
Tire Pressures

9

Member Benefits and
Preferred Vendors

10

Chapter Leadership

11

Legal

12

Magazine of the Roadrunner Chapter — BMW Car Club of America

Cool Carbon Brakes
By: Chris Finlay

Roadrunner V.P., Chris Finlay, at
AMP Track Event October 14, 2017.

“Just like when someone
who might have been
riding their brakes all
the way down a long
descending grade on a
highway will see that the
brake pedal provides
decreasing stopping
power”

The primary goal of getting hybrid brake pads that can be used
on the street, and ultimately prove
themselves on the track, is fade
resistance. Track pads must have
very good bite once they are up to
temperature, and continue to
provide that consistently as they
get hotter. This is not just an issue
for timing braking zones, which
leads to better pace, but it is also
a safety issue. Just like when
someone who might have been
riding their brakes all the way
down a long descending grade on
a highway will see that the brake
pedal provides decreasing stopping power.
One of my fears is to be near the
end of a track session, at the end
of a long fast straight, and hit the
braking zone with no brake response and proceed to sail off of
the track into oblivion. If you are
a race fan, you will know what I
am talking about, as race cars that
suffer complete brake failure
rarely escape without dire consequences. This was part of my
motivation, to make sure that I
would have enough brake performance in order to minimize the
chance of not being able to brake
in such a scenario.
October 14th provided the first
track day to test out the new pads,
and to see if they could handle
the heat, and heat we had. It
turned out to be a fairly warm
day, with the highs in the mid
90’s.
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As track and ambient air temperatures rise, so do all of the hot components of the car, which would
serve as a significant test. When I
was pushing the pace on stock
pads, I would notice significant
fade by the last quarter of the session, in the high speed brake
zones. This required adjustment of
braking point and a significant
increase in brake pedal pressure.
The Cool Carbon ST Plus pads did
not suffer this problem. These pads
take less than a lap to bring them
up to full performance. Once there,
the performance was consistent
and confidence-inspiring, especially at the end of the session when I
would typically back off my pace
with stock pads. This was a result
of the pad’s ability, at higher temperatures, to provide consistent
force and feel. This allows for
much greater control of the braking force and modulation of the
pedal in the braking zone. As the
day wore-on and the temperatures
of everything were continually
rising I was able to drive like it
was the early morning session. I
was struggling with a tire pressure
issue late in the day that forced me

to back off the pace for the last
session but the brakes were rock
solid and no longer a concern
that required compensation.
BONUS: Typically after a track
day, my shiny silver wheels
would be black with brake dust,
and I am also happy to report
that the dust from these pads is
significantly less, despite the
abuse that I put them through.
Additionally, there is no harsh
squealing or screeching at any
temperature
To summarize, Cool Carbon
street/track pads do appear to
get the compromise just
right. As further sessions come
up during the fall and winter I
look forward to pushing them
harder. Of course, track pads
ultimately work better for track
use, but that would require
changing pads back and forth,
for the day, which I would prefer to avoid.
Now changing out wheels and
tires for the track, that is a whole
different subject!
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Upcoming Events

Click Event Title to View Details!

FORMULA 1 PARTY (US GRAND PRIX)
Sunday, October 22nd, 2017
PAZIFIK ESKAPADE
November 3 - 5, 2017
BIMMERS AND BREAKFAST
November 11, 2017
ANNUAL BIMMERS AND BBQ CAR SHOW AT THE STABLES
November 18, 2017
ANNUAL DINNER AND HOLIDAY PARTY
Saturday, December 9th, 2017

See All Upcoming Events
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Tire Tech: Feedback and Meeting Driver Expectations
By: Scott Blair
2U Tire & Wheel
More than round and black, tires
are part of a complex system of
components that attribute in many
ways to the ride and handling characteristics of the vehicle. For some
drivers, a harsh ride is the trade-off
for crisp handling. For other drivers, this may be high mileage and a
soft comfortable ride. Along with
wheel construction, dampener
(shocks) and spring rates, alignment angles, brake package and
suspension components, tires provide the driver with the necessary
feedback needed to make accurate
inputs for throttle, braking and
steering angle.
If you are ready to purchase tires
for your vehicle, whether it is a
daily driver, multi-use vehicle or
track car, answering this question
“What are my expectations” will
provide you with a direction to
choose the correct tire the first
time. This is an easy question to
ask, but the answer is a bit more
complicated. It takes many years
of experience to get this right,

which is why it is so important to
choose your tire professional not
by a big name or TV ad, but
through referrals that point you to
someone who asks you more than
“What size do you have and how
much do you want to spend?” In
most any tire, there are trade-offs.
Where you gain in performance,
you lose in tread life and have a

harsher ride. Where you gain in
comfort, you lose in handling. To
demonstrate this process, we are
going to look at a small list of
tires below that are all built in the
same size, but have extremely
different characteristics. Each of

the tires listed is offered in a
245/45R20 size. We will reference the chart below as we discuss each option.

Tread life
High
Touring
Touring/AllSeason
Ride

Hard

Soft

UHP
Extreme
Competition
Low

The Continental PureContact is a V-rated tire capable of handling up to 149 MPH. The “V” is what we call the Performance
Rating (Also known as the Speed Rating). This tire has a 70K mile tread warranty and Standard Load construction. Referencing the chart below, this tire will provide all-season traction, long wear and a relatively comfortable ride. The construction is designed to absorb energy and provide a quiet ride. This is perfect for a luxury sedan with modest horsepower. It
would be considered a Touring tire bleeding over into the Performance/Touring category. The Michelin Primacy MXM4 is
also included in this category.
The Nitto Motivo is a Y-rated tire capable of handling up to 186 MPH. It has a 60K mile tread warranty and Extra Load
construction. This tire will give the driver a little more feedback than the Continental PureContact, which translates to a
crisper response from the steering. You still get a relatively smooth ride, but we start to see how changes in rubber compound and tread design begin to become noticeable. This tire is firmly in the Performance Touring category.
The BFGoodrich Sport Comp 2 A/S is a Y-rated tire with Extra Load construction as well. It has a 45K mile tread warranty.
BFG is typically targeted toward a younger demographic and tends to have a slightly rougher ride compared to the Nitto
Motivo. Both of these tires are in the Performance Touring category, but the BFG is edging closer to the UHP (Ultra High
Performance) category. These tires will definitely give the driver more feedback and road grip than the Motivo with the
trade-off being lower tread life.

Page 5

Magazine of the Roadrunner Chapter — BMW Car Club of America

Tire Tech: Feedback and Meeting Driver Expectations - Continued
The BFGoodrich Sport Comp 2 is a W-rated tire capable of 168 MPH with Extra Load construction. It carries no tread
mileage warranty. It is firmly in the UHP category. Notice that the Performance Rating is actually less than the Sport
Comp A/S in this size. Just because a tire carries a higher Performance Rating doesn't point to it’s characteristics. This tire
has a much harder sidewall and softer tread compound to achieve very high lateral g-forces. It is a spec tire for Formula
2000 open wheel race cars, which in this application can reach upwards of 1.4 lateral g’s.
The Michelin Pilot Super Sport is a (Y)-rated (Read Y Parentheses) tire capable of sustaining 186+ MPH, essentially Super
Car status. This tire has the latest technology that Michelin can throw at it. It carries an unheard of 30K mile tread warranty
while sticking to the road like glue. This is contradictory to our traditional thought process for trade-offs, but it works to
give crisp driver feedback and exceptional handling while still allowing the driver to use on the street. You will notice that
the amount of tread grooves and sipes is diminishing with the Extreme UHP category. This tire will not handle well in even
a small amount of rain, so consider this when purchasing in either the UHP or Extreme UHP category.
The highest category for performance is the Competition. For our example, the tire size that we chose is not offered in this
category. Typical tires in this category would be the BFGoodrich G-force R1S. This tire carries a minimal treadwear rating
and is built in a Light Load construction with a ‘W’ Performance Rating. These are track only tires designed to last just a
few races at best. The Light Load construction lowers the weight and mass of the tire, which lowers total unsprung weight,
which we will discuss in the next article.

Unfortunately, consumer reviews on tires are so varied that they are nearly useless. Here is a screenshot of the reviews of the BFGoodrich
Comp 2 tires on the BFG website. One reviewer gives them a 5-Star rating and the next a 1. The first is a traveling salesman that sees high road
miles. The latter is obviously someone that believes that a rear tire that is bald constitutes a bad product. Application, driver expectation and
driving habits all combine when we make a recommendation for our clients. We work very hard to understand all aspects of the vehicle and
must learn what you expect from your vehicle and your tires.

About the Author:
Scott Blair is a 25 year veteran of the tire and wheel industry. He is a Tire Industry Association Certified
Instructor, author of an advanced tire training program, and inventor of the Wheel Fit™ custom wheel fitment tool. For comments, he can be reached at scott@2UTire.com.
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New Members and Transfers
Welcome to Our New Members:
Lisa Ciardella

Terry Glass

Mark James Hampton

J Ho

Douglas C Holmes

Curtis Joe Keeth

Michael Mikalsky

Darin Roberge

Vernon Wooldridge

Stephanie Churchill

Jim Cleaver

Lou Iaboni

Chris Neal

Brian Poe

John Sloan

Christopher P. Testa

Welcome to Those Who Have Transferred from Other Chapters:
Larry Castro

Rick C Clark

Douglas Gabbey

Rita Gabbey

Jeff Kuzma

Alan Zeichick

Michael Akiyoshi

Philemon Mikail

Diron C Scott

Edwin D Tisdale

William Rogers

Anniversaries
Let Us Celebrate the Milestones Achieved by These Members:
40 years: Douglas Martin
20 years: Dennis O'Neill
15 years: David Bailis, Matthew Kim, Peter Kline, R. Kelly Petersen, Marc Wasser, Tracy Wasser
10 Years: Teak Macedo, John P. Morcillas, Richard G. Vasek, David Arustamian, Tim Duckworth,
Aaron Lee, Dean Lucke
5 years: Greg Schwimer, John Alessandroni, James Erik Langley, Tammy Penhollow, Harvey Jay
Simon

Congratulations and
Thank You for
renewing your
memberships!

1 year: David A Andrews, William Carlton Bamford, Ron Ciardella, Leon Danforth, Dave Lee Hyatt,
Ina Langley, Steven Long, John Craig Peters, Dan Reisbacher, Scott S. Smith, John Washington, Stephen Joseph Watzek, Sean Core, William Fuchs, Scott P Guenther-Lee, Alan Ko, Mathieu Lefebvre,
Anthony Luk, Cynthia L Soto, Randy Truax, Michelle Ugarte

Are you a WordPress whiz that speaks fluent HTML, PHP, CSS etc?
Are you passionate about BMW's and want to share your coding passion
and skills? If so, then please read on!
We are looking for a qualified individual to fill our Webmaster role and
would love to meet you!
Click on the link below and be part of a fun team!

View More Info and Apply
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Annual Dinner and Holiday Party
Saturday December 9, 2017
6:00 pm - 11:55 pm

Back by popular demand, we are once again holding the Roadrunner Chapter’s Annual Dinner and Holiday Party at The Scottsdale
Resort at McCormick Ranch.
The event will kick-off at 6:00pm with cocktail hour at a beautiful outdoor location on the property, complete with heaters to keep
you warm and toasty, a cash bar (with complimentary assorted sodas), and passed Hors d’oeuvres.
We will then move inside to one of the Resort’s beautiful event spaces, where you will enjoy a delicious 3-course meal while some
of the best music in the Valley fills the room.
From there, you will have plenty of time to mingle with fellow BMW enthusiasts, hit the dance floor, and see what is in-store for
2018.
Additionally, we have a small block of rooms available at $139/night (plus applicable taxes etc) on Saturday for those looking to
make a special weekend out of the event. These rooms may be reserved HERE.
Tickets are limited for this event so please reserve your seat(s) today!
Directions to parking:
General Parking – Please enter at the main resort entrance and make a right at the speed bump. You may park on the 2nd floor of
the parking garage or anywhere alongside it.
Valet Parking – Valet parking is available, at an additional charge, through the resort.

COST PER TICKET: $50.00 USD
Please send any dietary restrictions to Tish@roadrunnerbmw.org
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BMW Car Club of America Official Mission:
To enhance the BMW experience for our members by providing services, support,
information, and activities that promote camaraderie and encourage social awareness and responsibility.
640 South Main Street
Suite 201
Greenville, SC 29601
Phone: (800) 878-9292
Fax: (864) 250-0038
Contact

Unofficially, we’re a big support group for the Ultimate Driving Machine addiction. At the heart of our values is the promotion of motoring citizenship, lifelong
driving skills and social responsibility. We live those values by actively supporting
the BMW Car Club of America Foundation and its Tire Rack Street Survival Program.

The Importance of Proper Tire Pressures
Credit: NHTSA.gov
Your vehicle’s tires are the only thing between you and the road. To help ensure they
can perform their best in a critical driving
situation, invest a little time to incorporate tire
safety into your regular vehicle maintenance.
The time you spend checking your tires is
minimal compared to the safety consequences
of tire failure.
Underinflated tires lead to sluggish handling,
longer stopping distances, increased stress to
tire components, and heat buildup. These, in
turn, can lead to catastrophic failure of the
tire, such as separation or blowout.
Under inflation also decreases fuel economy.
Proper inflation strikes the perfect balance of
maximized safety and fuel economy – both
related to the amount of surface contact between the tire and the road.
A NHTSA study of tire inflation pressure and
tire pressure monitoring systems (TPMS)
showed that 12 percent of all passenger vehi-

cles in the United States of model years 20042011 (with and without TPMS) have at least
one tire underinflated by at least 25 percent.

Don’t forget to check the inflation pressure in
your spare tire as well as all tires on less frequently used vehicles.

Tips for Happy Tires:
You can improve your gas mileage by up to
3.3 percent by keeping your tires inflated to
the proper pressure and always ensure that
you follow the recommended tire pressure, in
pounds per square inch (psi), for your vehicle.
This information is found on the vehicle placard in the driver’s door jamb and in your vehicle owner’s manual.

Carry a tire pressure gauge in your vehicle to
ensure an accurate reading of tire inflation
pressure. Do not rely on gas station gauges buy your own analog (with a circular dial) or
digital gauge from any auto parts store.

It is imperative to note that the correct inflation pressure for your vehicle is found on the
vehicle placard, not on the tire sidewall.

Don’t rely on your TPMS warning, either, as
most trigger points are set using a differential
feature that the driver selects (i.e. snapshot
when you hit the reset button).

Did you know?
Tires may lose 1 psi every month from normal or “spirited” driving.
Know where the TPMS warning is on your
vehicle dashboard, if equipped with TPMS,
and take action if you receive this warning.

Don’t rely simply on visual inspection of your
tires to determine whether they are over/
underinflated.
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Member Benefits
Click Here to View BMW Car Club of America Member Discounts
Membership Rewards Rebate: VEHICLE / MOTORCYCLE

Roadrunner Chapter Preferred Vendors:
We have created this section to offer members a resource for vendors that at least one member of our board staff has personally
used, with no discounts or freebies, before allowing these companies to be listed here. They have proven that they align well
with the club and have graciously offered discounts for fellow Roadrunner Chapter members.

Business Name

Business Type

Website

Discount

The Stables

Auto Detailing, Storage, and
Management

stablesgroup.com

10%

2UTire & Wheel

Mobile Tire and Wheel Sales /
Installation

2utire.com

Varies

New Additions to the BMW Family
Congratulations to Patrick Charpentier - Member #457717
on taking European Delivery of his new M4!

Contribute

Whether you have event photos to share, or an interesting story, members are encouraged to
submit content so that they can be considered for publication in the Chapter Newsletter, on the
Facebook page, or on the Chapter website. Please send material to editor@roadrunnerbmw.org
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Chapter Officers:
PRESIDENT
Adam Tharp
Email: president@roadrunnerbmw.org
Phone: (480) 235-6760

Other Key Leadership
& Appointed Staff:
Membership Chair

Joe Dawson
Email: membership@roadrunnerbmw.org
Phone: (480) 721-4412
Activities Director

Available!
Email: events@roadrunnerbmw.org

VICE PRESIDENT
Chris Finlay
Email: vicepresident@roadrunnerbmw.org
Phone: (480) 338-9089

Webmaster

Available!
Email: webmaster@roadrunnerbmw.org
Newsletter Editor

Available!
Email: editor@roadrunnerbmw.org

TREASURER
Paul Koreneff
Email: treasurer@roadrunnerbmw.org

Driver Education Coordinator

Roger Ayers
Email: roger@roadrunnerbmw.org
Breakfast Coordinator

Barbara Micheletti
Email: barb@roadrunnerbmw.org

SECRETARY
Michelle West
Email: secretary@roadrunnerbmw.org

Facebook Champion

Ed Burchenal
Email: ed@roadrunnerbmw.org
Annual Dinner Coordinator

Tish Finlay
Email: tish@roadrunnerbmw.org
Member-at-Large

Steve Harris
Change of Address?

Email: steve@roadrunnerbmw.org

All changes/additions to your contact information for the Club must be
made through the National Office.

Pacific Region V.P.

Please click or call: www.bmwcca.org or (864) 250-0022

Email: PacificRVP@bmwcca.org
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Jeff Cowan
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Legal Stuff and Disclaimers:
Roadrunner Chapter, BMW Car Club of America, Inc. is a nonprofit Arizona corporation; it is a chapter of
the BMW Car Club of America (BMW CCA), and is not connected with Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or
BMW of North America, Inc. This newsletter is a publication of the Roadrunner Chapter. It is provided by and
for the Chapter membership only. The Chapter assumes no liability for any of the information, opinions or
suggestions contained herein.
No factory approval is implied unless specifically stated. Modifications within the warranty period of a vehicle
may void the warranty, and some modifications may violate federal or state laws or regulations.
Contents of this newsletter may not be reproduced without permission in writing except by the BMW CCA
and its Chapters.
The BMW Car Club of America, lnc. is a not-for-profit national association of over 70,000 members, dedicated to the enjoyment of driving BMWs. Membership is not limited to BMW owners and aims to provide access
to driving and social events, maintenance and technical information, parts discounts, and more.
For a new membership or to renew an existing one, please visit the BMW CCA website at bmwcca.org or
call the national office toll free at (800) 878-9292. Credit cards are accepted.
Membership updates: Member address and contact information corrections are only accepted at the BMW
CCA website at bmwcca.org or by calling the national office toll free at (800) 878-9292.
BMW CCA mailing address: 640 South Main St., Suite 201, Greenville, SC 29601
Roadrunner Chapter mailing address: 6501 E Greenway Parkway, #103-403, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
Privacy: By joining the BMW Car Club of America, you provided personal information that allows us to contact you. BMW CCA provides this information to the Roadrunner Chapter for the following purposes:
• To send newsletters and other publications to you.
• To help us create content and events most relevant to you.
• To alert you to updated information and other new services from the chapter using an email announcement
list.
The Chapter does not distribute personal information to any third parties. We will not use the information you provide to BMW CCA for any other purpose—we promise.
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