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Happy Holidays, Buckeye Faithful.

 We have now entered the time of year to 
give thanks and reflect on all of the special 
people in our lives and the blessings we have 
been graced with. As if being able to drive our 
wonderful car wasn’t enough. I, for one, am 
thankful for all of chapter members, our chapter 
sponsors and especially all of our volunteers. 
It is these folks who not only participate in the 
great events we have, but also take the time 
out of their lives to organize, set up, and run 
the events we have in our chapter. 

 2012 has been a banner year for us. Not 
only did we do a great job with 
our regular events, (Go-Kart 
Challenge, Spring and Fall 
parties, Street Survival and the 
October Drivers’ School at 
Mid-Ohio) we also had a very 
successful O’Fest. Truly none 
of these would have happened 
without our volunteers. You 
know who you are, and I am 
thankful for all that you do. 
 Speaking of volunteers, 
many of you may know that 
your local area elections will be 
coming up during your January 
meeting. While we have some 
people re-running for their area 
governorships, we can always 
use some new blood, so 
if you have an interest in 
getting involved, please 
reach out and throw your 

PRESIDENT‘S UPDATE 
by Erik Shifflett

hat in the ring. In addition to your local 
elections, the board, your board, will be voting 
on board officer positions, which include 
President, Vice President, and Treasurer. We 
certainly can use some help at this level, so if 
you are good with numbers, or would enjoy 
being more involved with the chapter as a 
whole, let me know, we will save you a seat 
during the meeting, which will likely be in 
February of 2013.  
 This will be my last President’s letter 
before passing the torch on to another in our 
chapter. It’s been a fun couple of years as your 
president; thank you for all the support and for 
allowing me to serve. Happy Holidays to all…
 Have a great drive. ■

Top: Brave photographer, or long lens
Below: Big truck, small car. Lessons about blind spots.

(All photos courtesy of Larry Gilbert)
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fun, but the common reason for being there 
was to help our young drivers become safer 
behind the wheel.
 For those unfamiliar, the TRSS program is 
designed to give new drivers hands-on experience 
understanding how their car responds in an 
emergency situation. The parking lot was 
configured with six different exercise courses. 
Exercises included braking with ABS, slalom for 
vision and timing, decreasing radius turn for 
braking and accelerating in a turn, a switchback 
to demonstrate rapid weight transfer, accident 
avoidance with emergency lane-change, and a 
wet, and in this case soaped, skid pad. 
 Each of these exercises is designed for the 
students to develop skills and experience how 
their vehicle responds in adverse situations. 
All exercises are conducted at low speed, but 
the course is designed to give the sensation of 
speed. Most students have only been driving 

The Tire Rack Street Survival® 
in Columbus 
sponsored by Kelly BMW 

The parking lot at The Screens at the Continent 
in Columbus served as the platform for the Tire 
Rack Street Survival (TRSS) school on Saturday, 
August 11. These one-day schools require a lot 
of coordination and this certainly was a joint 
effort from multiple sources. Kelly BMW picked 
up the tab for all expenses. The Columbus Fire 
Department sent a truck and helped with skid 
pad lubrication. T.C. Kline Racing recruited 
staff and friends to help instruct students. 
Forgeline Motorsports contributed supplies 
and enlisted support staff, including dancers. 
Multiple volunteers signed up from both BMW 
CCA and SCCA and, of course, our producers
and taskmasters, Tim and Jaynee Beechuk. 
Without exception, everyone seemed to have 

by  Scott Scharadin

Far left: Hello. My name is Tim, 
and I’m a street survivor.

Left: Splish splash, I was 
taking a bath....

Below: Run what you brung.
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for a short time. These young drivers may have 
attended a formal driver education class, but 
few received actual seat training, and virtually 
none have experienced their car under 
simulated emergency situations. 
 The day begins with tech inspection and 
students learn how to check and adjust tire 
pressure. Vehicles included a Prius, Volvo 
station wagon, Subaru, Mercedes S-class diesel, 
BMW 5-series, X3 and more. We had 14 
students, an equal number of in-car coaches, 
plus others helping to stage cars and spot 
cones. These workers were supplemented by 
our task masters, administrative help and 
classroom instructor. Most parents stay for the 
day, and those that stay engaged find out how 
much their kids appreciate their staying 
involved and demonstrating how committed 
they are to making them safer.
 The students were split into two groups. 
One group went to the classroom while the 
other spent time negotiating the course. After 
about an hour, the groups switched places. 
After lunch there were eye-opening demonstra-
tions. Exploding an air bag on the parking lot 
always gets a reaction. Even those who have 
seen air bags go off are still surprised by the 
force. Next, each student took their turn sitting 
in the fire truck. A few instructor cars were 
positioned behind and flanking the truck. The 
students got a firsthand view of how limited a 

CINCINNATI AREA NEWS
Marcia McClure, Cincinnati Area Governor

It’s not about the cars!
 So, I know I’ve said that over and over 
again, and with this being my last article for 
the Driving Light as Cincinnati Area Governor, 
it means more to me than ever. As I look back 
on the past 17 years of my involvement in the 
BMW Car Club, I can only say how lucky I am 
to have found such a wonderful network 
of friends. 
 I remember starting out at Putnam Park, 
not knowing what the heck we were getting 
ourselves into and totally frying the brakes on 
our M6! Who knew that Putnam Park in the 
summer can be so damaging? Well, several of 

truck driver’s view is of surrounding traffic from 
inside the truck. 
 The afternoon repeats the morning group’s 
rotation with revised on-course exercises. The 
day concludes with students, parents and staff 
together for a wrap-up and evaluations. The 
basic skills and concepts taught at TRSS are 
intended to make teen drivers safer by improving 
their ability to maintain control and avoid 
accidents. The cost for the day’s instruction 
at this TRSS was $75, and the students were 
offered a full money-back guarantee. No one 
exercised their option for a refund.
 Although I helped spot cones at previous 
TRSS, this was my first serving as in-car coach. 
I had a blast. My student was eager to learn and 
the most trouble I had was getting her off the 
skid pad. The most frightening and encouraging 
thing she said to me was that she was afraid 
of driving because of the number of people 
texting while driving.  
 You can become more involved and help 
these kids become safer drivers. If you know 
someone who has kids learning to drive, tell 
them about TRSS. Volunteer at the next TRSS 
in your area. We need your support. My bet is 
you will have a great time doing it.
 Want more info? http://streetsurvival.org/ 
Special thanks again to Kelly BMW in Columbus, 
Tim and Jaynee, and everyone who contributed 
to another successful Tire Rack Street Survival. ■

We shall leave 
no apex unclipped
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the more experienced drivers and participants 
did, and helped us out of a jam. From then 
on, the friendships have grown into much 
more than just track buddies!
 Some of the best times have been going 
on long road trips, showing up at wee hours 
of the night and staying in crappy hotels and 
racetracks all over the country. It didn’t matter 
how cold it was, or how tired we were, as long 
as we were with our fellow Buckeyes all was 
right with the world.
 As of late, it’s been fun planning parties 
with Nicky for the Saturday night dinner at 
our drivers’ schools at Mid-Ohio, which we 
will continue to do. Being involved in O’Fest 
this year and meeting up with so many people 
I have met over the years – sometimes it’s like 
time has stood still (except for the loss of hair 
and addition of a belly thing)! The friendships 
I have made through the BMW Car Club have 
been a source of shoulders to cry on when 
times were tough, and shoulders to stand on 
when it was time to celebrate! I can’t imagine 
my life without my fellow car enthusiasts, and 
I am looking forward to many more wonderful 
years with the car club.
 But for now I am saying farewell as Area 
Governor, and handing over the reins to Evan 
Keller – a young and enthusiast member of 
the car club, who will bring another dynamic 
to not only the Cincinnati area, but the entire 
Buckeye Chapter. ■

COLUMBUS AREA NEWS
George Saylor, Designated Writer

O’Fest is over so now what are we to do? 
If you’re one of the many Buckeye Chapter 
members who volunteered, take a break! 
 Our Area has been fairly quiet since 
OktoberFest as many members volunteered 
and/or participated in the activities based in 
Central Ohio. With an altered meeting 
schedule due to the holidays, we won’t see 
much of each other until mid-January.
 We’ve had some great fall weather this 
year, so many of us have had opportunities 
to enjoy it. Of course, once the temperature 
dropped, I was faced with some automotive 

repairs in my unheated garage. Go figure. 
With little-to-no car racing, college football, 
or pro hockey, it looks like I’m faced with the 
dreaded next-two-months-of-figure-skating-
on-TV. Perhaps heating the garage is the 
answer to surviving the winter.
 Come out to a meeting. Third Wednesday 
of each month at The Lizard. Regular schedule 
starts again in January (with the ever-popular 
elections of Area Governor and Vice-Governor). 
We’ll also be discussing ways to efficiently heat 
a garage. Or who’s the best figure skater. ■

DAYTON AREA NEWS
Chuck Craves, Dayton Area Governor

The Dayton Area was on the move for the 
second half of 2012, continuing the pattern 
of the first half of the year. On August 28th 
we were at D&D Classic Auto in Covington, 
Ohio, which is always enjoyable and one of 
our favorite places to visit; followed by Euro 
Classics in Moraine on September 25th to see 
their very impressive collection. This was, I 
think, the best-attended event so far this year. 
On October 23rd we met at Voss Village BMW 
in Centerville, always a popular event. We had 
a very good turnout for this one, as always.  
 On November 27th we will be at America’s 
Packard Museum, on South Ludlow Street 
in Dayton. This event is always popular and 
always well attended. Traditionaly the Dayton 
Area has no meeting in December, since it 
falls too close to Christmas, and especially this 
year, when it would fall on Christmas day.
In January 2013 we will be electing a Governor 
and Vice-Governor. Our current Vice-Governor, 
Mark Morris, has indicated he would like to 
continue as Vice-Governor. I, on the other 
hand, will be stepping down from the 
Governor position. This time I mean it, so we 
need somone to step up to the plate. If anyone 
out there thinks they might like to give the 
Governor position a try, give me a call and we 
can talk about what is involved.  
 That’s about it for another year for the 
BMW CCA Dayton Area. 2012 has been a 
busy but fun year. Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. ■

Jingle all the way 
to the 

Buckeye Chapter

 Holiday     
 Party

◆

Saturday, January 19
7:00 p.m.

◆
at the home of 

Michael and Bev Kelly
8566 Stoney Bridge Dr.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45244

◆
Join us for a night of 

food, fun and friendship 

Casual attire

BYOB
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At what point do you actually realize that 
the track gods are smiling on you? When do 
you feel that they’re genuinely happy that you 
are here and want you to see the wisdom of 
your choice in leisure time pursuits? Is it when 
you clip that perfect apex, or maybe when you 
string together such a perfect lap that you can’t 
feel the beginning or the end? Possibly when 
you get the point-by from the Porsche? No, I 
think it’s when you come into the paddock and 
find your friends crawling over and under your 
car fixing something that ten minutes ago you 
didn’t even know was broken. 
 Allow me to back up, to the fun-filled 
HooGrass event at Putnam Park this past June. 
I was instructing an ‘A’ student and Jaynee was 
also in that run group in her infamous WEEE36 
M3. During one session on Saturday I didn’t see 
Jaynee on track, but that wasn’t unusual, as my 
student and I were concentrating on a couple 
of braking areas and Jaynee could have been 
half a track away. When we came into the pits 
at the end of the session, Bill, the big Kahuna 
gate guard, mentioned that Jaynee had come off 
track after the first lap with a brake problem on 
her car. We hustled over to our paddock area to 
find the previously mentioned crowd of friends 
swarming over the whimpering track car. It sat 
up on jack stands, front wheels off and Crockpot 
deep in the right wheel well. Cracked rotor 

was the diagnosis, and Team Monkey had the 
situation well in hand. Seemingly, all I had to 
do was console Jaynee, who was most upset 
about losing a track session and somewhat 
about having no brakes. Before I figured out 
I really should help by working on the left 

wheel, I wondered what the next step would 
be after taking off the offending rotors. It’s 

not like we could duct tape them back into 
submission and drive merrily on our 
way. Not to worry, I was told, a new set 
of rotors had been procured from the 

paddock fairy. Parked right next 
to the Team Monkey enclave were 

our friends from Chicago, who, 
with two E36’s of their own, happened 

to carry a few spares. “Please, take our ‘new-
in-box’ primo set of front rotors,” they said. 
Having had them for a few months, they’d be 
happy to have a clean set. This happened to be 
the sixth time they gave away a set of rotors at 
a track somewhere. The happy recipients just 
go home, order another set, and have them 
shipped to Chicago. Apparently, FedEx knows 
the address by now. So, with rosy future in 
mind, I dove into the left wheel well to help 
with the repairs. Now we have bad rotors off 
and good rotors on, but it’s time for my “C” 
student to hit the track. I thought about signing 
him off so I could keep working, but that really 
wouldn’t have been right. I hopped up to go 
and Jay said not to worry, he’d finish up with 
the car. When I returned from the session, the 
weeemobile sits on all four tires, everything 
torqued and buttoned up. All I had to do was 
bed the brake pads and Jaynee was back in 
business, just in time for her next session. 
She did spin the next day and go off course, 
blaming the new rotors, not even considering it 
could have been pilot error… 
 Thinking we had our limit of bad vibes and 
good karma, we continue with the event. Then 
we are brought back to reality with the hushed 
curse passing through the paddock, “bad wheel 
bearing”. And, lo and behold, it’s one of our 
own who is afflicted with the maligned wheel. 
Now I feel sad, one of the brethren struck 
down in the prime of the weekend. But, once 
more, Mr. Karma whacks us upside the head. 

by Tim Beechuk

Disclaimer: Neither the Buckeye 
Chapter nor BMW CCA, Inc. is 
affiliated with BMW AG or BMW NA 
or any other commercial enterprise. 
The statements contained herein 
are solely the words of the authors, 
and no endorsement or guarantee of 
fitness is implied by their publication. 
Some modifications described herein 
may void your warranty, or violate State 
or Federal laws for street applications. 
If in doubt about any repair or 
modification, consult your dealer or 
other expert before undertaking it. 
All articles are the opinion of the 
authors, and modifications outlined 
herein might void warranties, anger 
the neighbors, or invoke plagues of 
locusts. Some exclusions may apply, 
your mileage may vary.

KarmaKarmaKarma
at t

he Gate
s
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This Girl Ain’t Driving THAT!
 Really. Really. REALLY?! Have marketers lost 
their mind with Honda’s new Fit for women 
called the “She’s”? They even substituted a tiny 
heart in place of the apostrophe, for goodness 
sake! For those of you who haven’t rushed out 
to purchase one and ship it from Japan, Honda 
has, in all seriousness, created a specially 
painted pink model with a windshield designed 
to block harmful skin-damaging ultraviolet rays. 
Too bad for you guys, you’ll get all wrinkly 
while we sit pretty, looking younger at our 
“plasmacluster” climate control system aimed 
at improving skin quality. Chrysler’s LaFemme, 
with special storage for purse and hat, not to 
mention the swiveling driver’s seat, bombed 
in the 50’s, so here’s a great example of history 
repeating itself if the Fit comes to U.S. markets. 
 On the flip side, are any of you dudes 
rushing out to buy the new, “more masculine” 
version of the VW Beetle? I like the look of the 
new-made-to-look-old Beetle and didn’t realize 
that gender had been a factor in the redesign. 
Not too ironically, my sisters and I owned a 
variety of VWs as teens, but only because they 
were cool (I had a ‘71 Super Beetle Convertible), 
cheap, and my dad could fix them fairly easily. 

My niece-in-law bought her mom’s hand-me-
down modern Beetle, and while I’m sure style 
was a factor, I know price, reliability and 
convenience were also a big part of the equation. 
 Being a marketer myself, I know that selling 
concepts based on gender are especially tricky, 
especially with products that are universally 
used and accepted. To me, balancing the need 
to grow business is often over shadowed by 
what I feel are false indicators of “opportunities.” 
Bic even took one of the most mundane objects, 
the ball point pen, and created the Cristal 
“For Her” version, because someone believed 
that women are unable to use the pens they’ve 
been selling since 1950. I can’t fault anyone for 
picking products based on visual appeal, but 
manufacturing a niche without reason is like a 
problem that didn’t need fixing.
 I’m the first to admit that I’m a terrible 
example of a girly-girl, and prefer cars be 
painted like Mr. Ford suggested, all black. Then 
again, I wouldn’t go so far to say that I’m some 
hard-nosed purist, because I love my AWD, 
heated steering wheel and seats for the winter 
in the X5, or my nifty new aftermarket GPS in 
the M3. Offering younger-looking skin could be 
a great up-sell for Honda, but not at the cost of 
dumbing down the rest of their cars’ features.  
I want my car to look great and perform even 
better, so instead of pink, I proudly sport my 
blue, purple and red BMW brand any 
opportunity I can. ■

GIRLS GONE 
DRIVING

by 
Nicky Schardt

Of course, the paddock fairy waves her magic 
wand once more and another friend pops up 
with a replacement wheel bearing for an E30 
that he is happy to offer up to save the day. The 
team springs into action. “Betty” up on jack 
stands, tools and “expert” advice being handed 
out willy-nilly, we see this as a mere hiccup 
on the track of endless banking. As the hour 
is late, the job cannot be completed before we 
need to exit the track. But most is done, with 
only some replacing of removed parts and 
clean-up needed in the morning.
 That evening, over a ration of adult 
beverages, we muse about the camaraderie of 
the paddock, and how simple life is when you 

have plenty of pizza and a decent set of track 
tires. We feel nothing can touch us now. But, 
of course, we are fooled by the lateness of the 
hour and the emptiness of the bottles, as is 
often wont to happen with this crowd. Sunday 
opens as another great track day. The wayward 
E30 is back in fighting trim, and all is good on 
the earth. We fill the day with exploits of grand 
proportion, and marvel in the ability to amuse 
ourselves with such simple pleasures. More 
track days will be coming, and we’ll be hit with 
other mechanical disasters that would cause 
a lesser group to despair. We’ll soldier on 
because we have karma on our side, but more 
importantly, friends to share it with. ■
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Go to www.buckeyebmwcca.org for the latest event information, maps and updates.


