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Happy Spring Everyone! 
 While the weather over the past three months 
hasn’t been all that exciting, our chapter has been 
very busy this spring making sure that 2011 will 
be a great year for the Buckeye Chapter. Recently 
we just had our second annual Spring Kick Off 
party and second quarter board meeting of the 
year. These meetings are a great time for us to talk

about upcoming events, work on chapter business 
and plan for the rest of the year. Let me tell you, 
no matter what your interest is in BMW’s, we are 
going to have something for everyone. As a whole 
our area governors have some great monthly 
meetings planned for the summer months. So if it’s 
been a while since you have attended a meeting, 
or you have never been to a meeting, now is the 
time to get out and see what your local area is up 
to. Now you may ask yourself, “how do I find out 
what is going on?”… Great question. Either check 
out our website, www.buckeyebmwcca.org , or get 
on your Area Governors email list. The governors 
regularly send out emails to keep members informed 
and updated on upcoming events. If you haven’t 
gotten an email from them I would encourage 
you to check out our chapter website, 
www.buckeyebmwcca.org, look under the 
“Contacts” link, and send them an note so that 
you can be added to their mailing list.
 2011 is going to be fun-filled and exciting. 
Whether you are into track events, racing, driving 
some great back roads, or socializing with others 
that are passionate about their BMW, we’ve got 
you covered!
 Have a great summer. ■

PRESIDENT‘S UPDATE 
by Erik Shifflett

continued on page 4

by Tom Hatem and 
Scott Scharadin

In any form, the E30 is a 
special kind of car. The 
narrow A, B & C pillars and 
the squared off corners of the 
car afford great visibility, 
making the car easy to judge 
spaces and making the driver 
feel very comfortable in the 

car. E30s, due to their light weight, just handle 
well with good road feel and maneuverability. 
The suspension uses one wishbone per corner, 
unlike other manufacturers that use 3, 4 or 
5 wishbones. Multi-link suspensions may be 
technologically superior and perform well, but 
they are more complex and more expensive. 
The E30 gets the job done simply.
 How far you can take an E30 is the 
subject of our project car. The owner has been 
a Hatem Motorsports customer since 1999, 
when he purchased a 1988 325is as a track-
car replacement for his Porsche 911 that was 
getting a bit too expensive to maintain and 
use on the track. The 325is had 80,000 miles, 
a worn suspension and a tired, poorly 
maintained motor. Over the years the car has 
been transformed from a multi-purpose street 
and driver school car to a single purpose 
racing car. Since its original overhaul in 1999, 
the car has logged more than 20,000 track 
miles and is still running strong.
 Last October at the BMW CCA Club Race 
at Mid-Ohio we reached multiple plateaus 
trying to find more grip from 14 inch tires, 
overheating and changing wheel bearings too 
frequently, melting brake caliper boots, burn-
ing through pads and generally not having 
enough brakes. Even momentum cars have 
their limits. Repeated velocities reached on 
the back straight at Mid-Ohio can put a lot 
of strain on a car. The solution: upgrade the 
suspension and brakes by using E36 M3 and 
Z3 M underpinnings. In other words turn an 
E30 into an E30-36.
 Converting to E36 brakes and suspension 
is not beyond the capabilities of an experienced 
do-it-yourselfer with basic welding and 
fabrication skills. This project requires a buddy, 

as the front suspension requires three hands 
and there are multiple times working on the 
drive shaft, the sub-frame and the differential 
when four hands are essential. Some fabrication 
skill is required to construct brackets to mount 
the rear disk brake lines. Access to an alignment 
rack is a huge plus, but a string alignment 
using four jack stands, heavy string, plumb 
bob, tape measure and a small increment ruler 
can be used to set the toe on all 4 wheels 
according to the chassis centerline, to insure a 
correct thrust angle.
 Any one-off project like this one is 
challenging to anticipate everything you will 
be getting into. Start with a legal pad. We make 
a goodie list, shop and price the parts and 
guesstimate the labor to install. Previous 
experience with BMWs always helps, but 
estimating these projects is based on word of 
mouth and “God bless the Internet.” We used 
a lot of pictures from the Internet to leverage 
others’ experience. When estimating a non-
standard project like this, we factor in what 
someone doing this in their garage might 
encounter and then try to be fair on the labor 
amount to reflect their budget. Dealing with 
20-30-year-old car repairs; however, means 
unexpected things will happen. Rust and 
fragile metal always means unexpected 
problems and delays.
 There is such a large following of E30 
aficionados that there are almost as many 
performance parts for an E30 as an E36. But, 
the E36 offers you more options on larger tires 
and wheels, and the brake upgrade is a 
substantial performance improvement. The 
E36 rear brakes are larger than the original 
E30 fronts.
 Our project was to upgrade an existing 
race car, so we used M components to get 
the maximum performance advantage. If you 
aren’t building for a racing application, the 
conversion can be just a normal everyday up-
grade, still yielding significant improvements. 
M parts are pricey, so you can use standard 
E36 parts at less cost and still benefit from 
5-lug wheels, larger tires and bigger brakes. 
With the change to E36 components, expect 

an $80 control arm to become a $160 control 
arm. A $40-$60 E30 wheel bearing becomes 
a $90-$100 wheel bearing, but even in 
competition E36 bearings last twice as long.
 Because of budget some of the parts we 
used were from a salvage car. You can use a 
front suspension from any E36 car. The front 
suspension basically bolts on without modifi-
cation. Changing the rear is a very, very labor 
intensive undertaking. We used the rear 
suspension from a Z3 M roadster, but a M 
Coupe or any standard 2001-2002 Z3 will 
work, as will an E36 318Ti. Caster is non-
adjustable in the E30 rear and not even 
measured. All Z3s are based on the same 
suspension, but the M has increased caster 
factored in. The M cars have larger brakes, a 
much beefier, much larger rear wheel bearing, 
welded in reinforcement and a larger axle.
Replacing the rear suspension means changing 
the whole drivetrain, dealing with axle bolts, 
control arm bolts, removing the differential, 
lowering or removing the exhaust, lowering 
or removing the driveshaft, working with park 
brake cables, rear brakes, brake lines and rear 
suspension. Align the car before you begin, 
because of the E30’s fixed rear sub-frame and 
the tendency over time for these cars to “dog-
leg.” There are multiple types of control arms, 

The stock E30 at Mid-Ohio

E30+E36M3+Z3M=E30-36!

E30-36 with the new 
suspension and M3 brakes

E30-36 with Z3 M 
rear suspension
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meeting location, Brixx Ice Co. 
 Then in April we went on the road again 
to Doran Racing Enterprises in Lebanon, Ohio, 
(see front cover -ed.) and this was a real treat, 
not only for me but for everyone in attendance, 
judging by all the comments I received. 
 May will see the Dayton Area at one 
of the local dealerships, Voss Village BMW 
in Centerville. 
 June will see us on the road again, due to a 
night game scheduled for the Dayton Dragons 
baseball team. Brixx is across the street from 
the Dragons stadium and they can’t handle 
that crowd and our meeting at the same time. 
Actually, I’m sure they make more off the 
baseball fans than us. 
 And so for the remainder of 2011 for the 
Dayton Area it’s going to be, in the words of 
Willie Nelson, “On the Road Again!” ■

TOLEDO AREA NEWS
Phil Ross, Toledo Area Governor

Firstly, our regular monthly meeting venue 
has changed to the Casa Barron’s restaurant in 
Downtown Perrysburg, on Louisiana Street. 
You may recall that we met there until they 
made Mondays a day of rest a couple of years 
ago. Since they’ve resumed business on 
Mondays we’ve returned. The meeting day and 
time remains the same; second Monday of the 
month at 7pm. Spouses, significant others, 
friends and guests are also invited.
 In our midst is a Toledo Area member in 
good standing of the 22-member Fan Advisory 
Board at Michigan International Speedway. 
He tells me that MIS is friendly to car club 
activities and welcomes car corrals of various 
interests during the season. The FAB answers 
questions to enhance the fan’s experience and 
gives feedback to improve MIS events. Visit 
MISPEEDWAY.COM and click on the MIS 
Cares/Ask a Fan Advisory Board Member tabs.
 I suggest marking your calendars to high-
light Area monthly meeting and the various 
Chapter and National events that are scheduled 
for this summer. As always, my eyes and ears 
are open for your questions and comments by 
email or phone. ■

Governor, and Past President. But it is really a 
nice place as we have our own room and very 
efficient service. And a selection of 100 beers. 
I myself partake of the homemade root beer 
which, like its grain-based brethren, is sold by 
the glass. No free refills for the quality stuff. 
The food is great as well. Where else would 
the home fries put the french fries to shame? 
It’s a no-cost substitute so we’ll talk you into it, 
even if you don’t like them. More for us!
 Attendance is typically around 10 to 15 
but we’d like to have a lot more. We’re 
entertaining, really. When we do introductions 
(which includes listing the BMWs you own) it 
usually takes about 15 minutes. 13 minutes of 
that is our Governor reciting just his cars. And 
if you own just one, we may snicker, but we 
will be extremely helpful in suggesting what 
additional vehicles you need to own.
 Coming up in June is the Vintage Grand 
Prix at Mid-Ohio. The Columbus Area will 
host a picnic during the event for Buckeye 
Chapter members. Be sure to check the Google 
Calendar on the Chapter website for the date 
and time. Visits to local automotive establish-
ments are also being planned. Should be fun 
– if it ever stops raining.
 So, third Wednesday, 7:30pm at the 
Lizard. Ask for the Liar’s Club Room, I mean 
the BMW Room. We’ll be glad to have you. 
And maybe you’ll even come back! ■

DAYTON AREA NEWS
Chuck Craves, Dayton Area Governor

2011 has been a busy year so far for the Dayton 
area and promises to be even busier the rest 
of the year. In January we held elections, as 
required by tne BMW CCA by-laws, and we all 
know the results, so we don’t need to go over 
them again. 
 Then in February we went on the road to 
Boston’s Bistro on North Main in Dayton and it 
was a very interesting and productive meeting. 
We had several new members in attendance 
which was good to see. Several members had 
some very good ideas/suggestions for activities/
events for the Dayton Area. 
 In March we were back at our normal 

I am however, all cozy in my Boilermaker 
Snuggie trying to keep warm; my loyal canine 
companions by my side, while writing 
my article.
 This time around, I’m going to venture 
away from my standard article, and reach out 
for some help from my fellow Buckeye members. 
As many of you know, there is a board which 
does its best to keep the chapter alive and 
kicking! Hopefully, we are doing a good job. 
But some of us feel that we are not reaching 
the younger generation of BMW owners and 
enthusiasts in our chapter. We would all like 
to think that we are still young and “hip”, (the 
use of the word “hip” probably proves otherwise. 
-ed.) but at 40 something’s, we definitely could 
use a little help. If you are reading this article 
and feel like you have some suggestions to 
offer up to your local Area Governor, please do 
so. And don’t be shy or think that your idea 
may not fly, because we’re looking for anything 
and everything that can get the younger 
members as well as inactive members involved. 
 For example, the Cincinnati Area is 
moving the meetings around all summer long 
to try to rev up the energy of the group. Our 
summer will be as follows:
June 8- Enthusiast Auto
July 13- The BMW Store
August 10-The Dilly Café

September 14- Stepping Stones Camp Allyn 
 So please let us know if you have any 
creative ideas for future events and meeting 
locations. Whether you are young or just 
young at heart, we want to make sure the 
Buckeye Chapter has something for everyone.
mmmMarcia ■

COLUMBUS AREA NEWS
George Saylor, Past President, who can’t say no

When I can remember, I send out notices for the 
regular Wednesday meetings of the Columbus 
Area. It’s usually one of those “Oh Shoot!” 
moments when Governor Heckman gently 
questions the whereabouts of the e-mail notice.
 So, it’s the third Wednesday of each month 
at 7:30pm. We meet at the Winking Liz-
ard (Bethel Rd) in NW Columbus which, of 
course, is convenient to the Governor, Vice-

CINCINNATI AREA NEWS
Marcia McClure, Cincinnati Area Governor

It’s not about the cars!
 I’d like to say how great it is to be writing 
this article in the sunshine on my back porch 
– but – as we all know, there has been no 
sunshine, and therefore I’m not on my porch! 

so, without knowing all the combinations, 
a strong recommendation is to measure and 
mark the rear before you take it apart. For a 
racing application you should slot the holes 
for every modification. If you have the time 
and budget, mark or tack weld all the modifi-
cations to the rear sub-frame using elongated 
holes for fine tuning. Put it back together and 
check the alignment. Take it apart again, make 
your adjustments and weld in rear camber and 
toe adjusters. Reassemble and complete the 
final alignment.
 In our first attempt using a one-step 
process, we ended up cheating ourselves out 
of some of the rear camber because we didn’t 
anticipate how much elongation was needed 
in the slots to adjust. The camber toe adjust-
ment has to be welded to the sub-frame. 
While the sub-frame is out, replace the 
sub-frame bushings. Many bushing options 
are available, from stock street bushings to 
neoprene to Delrin, even aluminum, for 
extreme track use only.
 The change in wheels and tires is most 
significant. Standard E30s typically use 
185/60, 185/70 or 195/65 14” tires. The 
standard E30 wheel wells can fit a 16” and 
some 17” wheel tire combinations. If you are 
using E36 M3 front brakes, you will likely 
need 17 inch wheels for brake clearance and 
may need to roll the fenders slightly. Because 
we lowered the car for racing, we had to roll 
the fenders and adjust (pound) the inside 
wheel wells to clear the 245/45/17 tire and a 
17x8.5 wheel. First tests reduced the braking 
zone by 200 feet on Mid-Ohio’s back straight. 
We expect these modifications will significantly 
lower lap times and will let you know after the 
next Club Race.
Editor’s note: Tom Hatem owns and operates 
Tom Hatem Automotive in Columbus, Ohio ■

Disclaimer: Neither the Buckeye 
Chapter nor BMW CCA, Inc. is 
affiliated with BMW AG or BMW NA 
or any other commercial enterprise. 
The statements contained herein 
are solely the words of the authors, 
and no endorsement or guarantee of 
fitness is implied by their publication. 
Some modifications described herein 
may void your warranty, violate State 
or Federal laws for street applications, 
anger the neighbors or invoke plagues 
of locusts. If in doubt about any repair 
or modification, consult your dealer 
or other expert before undertaking 
it. Some exclusions may apply, your 
mileage may vary.

Join us for the

2011
Buckeye Chapter 
BMW CCA

Driver’s 
Schools
at the beautiful 
and challenging 
Mid-Ohio Sports 
Car Course
August 27-28
October 22-23

Sign-up is open 
NOW!
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by Jaynee Beechuk and 
Terri Berchak 
Yes, my friends, it’s our turn… A Ladies Run 
Group! 
 How would you like to participate in 
the first ever Ladies Run Group at a Buckeye 
Driver’s school? 
 Well it is going to happen this August at 
Mid-Ohio. If you have always wondered why 
the guys get so energized participating in this 
sport, why not give it a try.
 Many of you women out there follow your 
husband, boy friend or dad to these events just 
to spend a weekend with them. And maybe 
you have secretly wanted to give it a try, but 
without all the testosterone, horse power, and 
competitive attitude. So you ask yourself, how 
do I edge into this and why bother doing a 
driving school, anyway? I’m not interested 
in going racing! What will I get out of the 
experience? Will it make me a better person? 
Well, in reality, it is about car control and 
becoming more familiar with both your and 
your car’s capabilities. It also allows you to 
make new friends with others in the school 
that are sharing these experiences.

 Many of us have participated for various 
reasons. Terri was involved in several rear end 
collisions. She became overly cautious and 
too interested in what was going on behind 
her instead of what was in front of her. After 
much encouragement from her husband and 
friends, her first instructor, Becky Lochner, got 
her in the car and got her all the way around 
the track safely and calmly. Becky also worked 
with me when I was at Mid-Ohio for my first 
time and her calm soothing instruction got 
me through the course. And you know what, I 
didn’t fall off the face of the earth in turn seven 
and I didn’t end up in China Beach.
 Terri and I both found confidence in 
ourselves as drivers, and have continued to 
learn at each new school how to handle our 
cars without panic. We have the knowledge 
and capability to handle any situation we 
encounter on the road and, “We had fun”!! 
 Yes, it can be intimidating and we were 
all nervous at first and that’s okay. But this is a 
chance to get out there with a group of people 
who want to learn, have fun and catch a thrill 
in your own way. And you don’t have to be 
20 years old. Terri started when she was 40 
something and me, well let’s just say I can 
apply for early social security. 
 So what do you do now? Are you grinning? 
Is that little voice saying yes I want to try this?
 The Buckeye Chapter has offered us the 
opportunity to have a Ladies ONLY Run 
Group. No men drivers, just women on the 
track. It will be at Mid-Ohio, August 27 – 28. 
We have a number of ladies ready to sign up 
but need 15 to make this happen. Our 
instructors are fabulous and ready to help each 
of us obtain a new goal. 
 Put this on your summer list of things I 
really want to do and then go to Motorsportreg.
com and sign up. You don’t have to have a 
“track car”, your daily driver will do. OR tell 
your significant other that you will borrow his 

wheels ... You will need to borrow or purchase 
a helmet. And if you have any questions at all, 
send either Terri or me an email, we would be 
happy to encourage you to join us.

 Jaynee Beechuk – Jayneeb@fuse.net

 Terri Berchak – tberchak@wowway.com

 Don’t worry, if you have a significant other 
that tends to hover… Becky is terrific at telling 
that person to “Go away and don’t interfere”, 
Terri and I have both witnessed this. Plus you 
just might find that your spouse will have 
a renewed admiration for your new 
accomplishment! It really is a thrill! ■

GIRLS GONE 
DRIVING

by 
Nicky Schardt

Buckeye Chapter Officers
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Eric Shifflett
eshifflett@cinci.rr.com
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As you will have probably caught on by now, 
assuming you’ve read some of the other articles 
in this edition, we’re really concentrating on 
recruiting like-minded individuals to club 
events. To be clear, we’ve finally gotten enough 
traction (yes, pun is intended) to invite an 
entire run group of women to our HPDEs. 
This has always been a secret desire of mine as 
I try to recruit as many great women as possible 
to our events both on and off the track. Luckily 
we have a plucky pair in the club, yes wives 
of enthusiasts dragged to events on their own 
free will, who own their own BMWs, who are 
the best testimonials we’ll ever need to make 
this a success. 
 Now after 15+ years of attending BMW 
CCA events, it looks like the growth of our 
female population is – Hallelujah – starting 
to even out the scales. I have to give credit to 
the matriarchs of the chapter, not because of 
their age, but because of their perseverance. 
I’ll stop there so as not to embarrass anyone, 
but without these women I wouldn’t be where 
I am today as a driver, nor would many men, 
as far as I can tell. 
 So not only do I now have three lovely 
stepdaughters, but all of them are learning 
how to drive. They are the next generation of 
female drivers and we hope by age 18 they 
may also aspire to drive the track. Technically 
only one is old enough to be driving but that 

doesn’t prohibit their father from letting them 
drive where they will A) do little damage to 
themselves or others and B) not get caught. 
My dad let me start driving his bright yellow 
Dodge Omni around the block at age 12, so 
I guess it’s fitting that our girls get the same 
opportunities. 
 Since our cars aren’t really suitable for first 
time drivers, those being my unapologetically 
coveted e46 M3 or Steve’s e92 335, we’ve now 
invested in a less expensive and pre-dented 
e46 323 that they will get to share. Each of the 
girls were brought up with racing and had jobs 
like picking rocks out of tires or, as they got 
older, helping us change wheels using power 
tools. For several years now they’ve been 
assistants at Street Survival events and have 
sat through the lectures several times. They’ve 
been “practicing” by driving Grandpa’s golf 
cart and have driven the SeaDoo with adult 
supervision each summer. As far as odds go, 
our kids should be more prepared than most, 
however there’s just no substitute for on-the-
road experience with a patient teacher.
 While some aspire to become racers, 
instructors or just solid A students, many of 
our HPDE students are just there to have fun, 
learn the finer challenges of smooth driving, 
master Madness or just come home with the 
shiny side up. I encourage both men and 
women, regardless of age, marque of choice or 
ability to join us in August and/or October at 
an HPDE or Street Survival to experience the 
thrill for themselves. Let’s keep this good 
thing going! ■

Earth 
Keeps 
Turning
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