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Happy Summer Choo Choo Bimmers, 

I hope each of you are enjoying the warm weather and sunshine that 

Chattanooga has to offer this time of year! 

I would like to take a moment to thank each and every one of you for your 

attendance and support of the Choo Choo Bimmers. Over the past few 

months, we have seen an outstanding growth in attendance to our monthly 

meetings, and are excited about seeing some new faces in the crowd. Keep 

up the good work passing out our car club business cards to other fellow 

Bimmer drivers! 

I look forward to seeing each of you over the next few months at our 

monthly meetings. Until then, enjoy the warm weather and your Bimmer! 

Happy Driving, 

Chris Turley 

 
 

Sadness for the Choo Choo Bimmers 

Folks we lost a giant just recently and heaven is all the happier for it.  Steve 

Langston passed into the great beyond a few weeks ago after a long struggle 

with cancer.  Steve was a BMW enthusiast of the first order and an E30 guru.  

In his healthier days he always had a story to tell and invariably it involved 

the E30 BMW.  He seemed to always have one of the nifty little rascals in 

some stage of reconstruction. 

 He and I would cross paths now and again at the local Bimmer Store and 

usually he would fill me in on his latest conquest which more often than not 

involved the reconstruction of an E30.  However, he was broader than that.  

He could tell stories that would keep one laughing endlessly about most 

anything, or any subject.  Just a pleasant guy to be around.  

In Steve’s vocabulary the word stranger did not exist. He could converse 

freely with anyone, and being a raconteur of some renown he could keep 

one spellbound endlessly.  I miss him dearly and sometimes it is difficult to 

think that a kindred spirit like Steve has done his time here, and has gone 

skyward to tinker with E30’s on a loftier plane.  In heaven he’ll regale all 

within earshot with stories of some fun filled event, or two.  He truly never 

met a stranger.  Heaven is a brighter place, and even happier, now that he is 

there.     
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TThhee OOlldd CCuurrmmuuddggeeoonn’’ss CCoorrnneerr .. .. ..  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

It is spring time and the year is 2012.  We are dozen years into the 21
st

 century and still bogged down in the troubles of 

the 20
th

 century.  Progress on some fronts is almost unrecognizable.  Common sense is not so common some times.  A 

new item for Chattanoogans to contend with is the Traffic Circle, or the Roundabout, if you will. We’ve had this traffic 

device for some years now, but there seems to be more and more of them cropping up in the city.  This simple device 

designed to keep traffic flowing through intersections, totally befuddles some drivers. It is so easy to navigate ones way 

through these things that it is difficult to imagine anyone having trouble on this front.  The roundabout is international 

and has been used for years with great success.  They are really quite simple and easy to use.  All one has to do is to 

keep moving once he is in the circle and exit to the right for his chosen street. If you miss your exit go around again. Cars 

may sometimes be waiting to enter the circle, don’t worry about them, because those that are in the circle have the 

right of way. When you get to your exit, whip out smartly. Practice a few times and before you know it, you’ll be a 

master of the Roundabout.  Traffic will flow smoothly and middle finger gestures will be kept to a minimum, and smiles 

on the faces of fellow Roundabouters will be bigger than one could imagine. Depending on the amount of traffic at any 

given time, you can go through these things on many occasions without ever having to stop.  Thus saving fuel and we all 

know how important that is.  Be safe! 
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Bimmer News is a quarterly publication of the Choo-Choo Bimmers Chapter (the club), a non-profit chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc., and is not 

affiliated in any manner with BMW North America. The Club assumes no responsibility for any of the information contained within. Ideas and technical 

information are solely those of the authors and no authentication is implied. Contributions from all members are welcome! Information contained herein is for 

the clubs use. Permission to reproduce any of its content should be sent to the editor’s attention. 

 

Choo Choo Bimmers August Adventure 

The Choo Choo Bimmers August Drive will be Saturday,  August 4. .  We will be on a brand new route to visit  Streetside Classics in 

Lithia Springs Ga , which is in the Atlanta area. We will leave eastern Chattanooga and caravan approximately 100 miles on back 

roads to Lithia Springs.  

Streetside Classics is a consignment showroom filled with vintage cars for sale. This will be a wonderful opportunity for all of us car 

enthusiasts.  There are  approximately 100 cars in three showrooms. 

We will leave Streetside Classics and travel to Marietta, Ga to have lunch at Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen.  If you have not visited a 

Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen, it is a great Cajun restaurant. After lunch, we will take a spirited drive back to Choo Choo Ville. 

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us August 4
th

. Let's fill the parking lots with Bimmers!  

Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen   Streetside Classics 

2830 Windy Hill Road     213 Thornton Road 

Marietta, GA 30067     Lithia Springs Ga. 30122 

(770) 984-8899      877-367-1835 

http://www.pappadeaux.com/   http://classiccars.com/dealers-539/streetside-classics.html 

Contact:      Bob Wilson or Jerry Thompson, event coordinators 

NNeewwsslleetttteerr SSttuuffff 
Contributions to this newsletter are welcomed and encouraged by the editorial staff. 
Submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and content.  All editorial material:   classifieds, 
articles, art work etc. should be sent electronically to the editor 
 

Advertising in the Bimmer Newsletter is an inexpensive way to get your company or services 

known to a great demographic group. 

 
We print about 140 copies quarterly and the publication reaches club members and other 

BMW car enthusiasts not to mention the hand around factor. Using a standard 

publishing matrix, an average of three people look at each copy, including friends, family and 

whoever else picks it up and flips through it. 

Prices: 

Business Card-         $10.00 
  

1/4 page-                 $15.00 
 

1/2 page-                 $25.00 
 

Full Page-                $50.00 
 

Inside Cover-           $60.00 

 
Do you have an item that you would like to sell?    

  Try a free listing in our newsletter. 
 

Future Meetings 
 

July 10, 2012 
Café on the Corner 
 

August 14, 2012 
BlueWater Grille 
 

September 11, 2012 
   Walden Club 
 

October 10, 2012 
Big River Grill 
 

November 10, 2012 
Chop House 
 

December 2012 
BMW of Chattanooga 

 

Give us your suggestions 

for meeting locations. 

 

http://www.pappadeaux.com/
http://classiccars.com/dealers-539/streetside-classics.html
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43rd Annual BMW CCA Oktoberfest 

Columbus, OH 

Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course (Lexington, OH) 

Monday, September 17 - Sunday, September 23, 2012 

 

Don’t forget to check our National website for upcoming Events and most importantly updating your information! 

http://www.bmwcca.org/eventlanding 
 

LOOK SOMETHING NEW 

 
 

MEMBER PROFILE 
Raymond Horn (Ray): 

Ray is married to Donna, who serves as the Choo-Choo Bimmers Club Secretary. Ray was born in Northern New Jersey 

and is a graduate of New Jersey Institute of Technology. Ray is a retired Mechanical Engineer, has worked 45 years in 

the Chemical industry, and is a “Car Guy”. For most of his adult life, he has performed most the maintenance on his 

personal vehicles. Today Ray drives a 2002 BMW M-5, which he purchased in 2010. Ray joined the Club in early 2011 at 

the recommendation of a fellow Club member. 

Ray and Donna are Corporate Nomads, living in NJ, CT, Latin America, NY State, and in 1991 they moved to Chattanooga. 

He has three daughters who are alumni of Notre Dame High School, and University of Tennessee. Two still live here in 

Chattanooga, while the oldest lives close by in Knoxville. Donna is a retired teacher, with 20 years of service in Hamilton 

County Schools. 

Ray enjoys a fine glass of wine and is also a beer enthusiast. His other hobbies include tennis, cycling, boating on the 

Tennessee River, listening to music, photography, and home theater.  

Ray’s first car, while he was in college, was a 1962 MG Midget. Getting in and out of it was an athletic event, probably 

not possible today. In 1970, Ray purchased a Volvo 1800 E, which he still drives today. He belongs to Volvo Sports 

America (VSA), a car club for this particular car, which boasts a member’s car holding the Guinness World Record for 

mileage at 2.2 million miles. 

Ray’s BMW E is his first and he rates it as the best car he has owned. 

Please submit your Bimmer profile to Lana Freeland for inclusion in our Newsletter.

http://www.bmwcca.org/eventlanding
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  A Word from the Editor  
 
Last year I purchased a new BMW X3.  It’s a wonderful vehicle!  A benefit of this was that Tom and I wound up in 
Spartanburg last April to attend the BMW Performance Driving School.  If you ever get a chance to do this, by all means do 
it!   It’s wonderful, educational, and some of what you learn could one day save your life.. 
 
When you go, they put you up in a nearby Marriott, buy you dinner, and pick you up in the morning to go to the school.  
You get to go on the test track with a vehicle almost exactly like yours.  A professional driver remains in communication 
with you at all times.  He puts you through the ropes.  What fun!  More importantly, you are taught how to use the 
electronic control systems on your car to your advantage.   
 
One example:  You go through a hard turn on a wet portion of the track very rapidly.  Once into the turn, you are told to 
stand on the brakes as hard as you can!  Amazingly, the system allows you continue to steer through the turn without 
skidding!  I found it very difficult to do this, as I was taught to “feather” the brakes on wet pavement to prevent skidding. It 
took several tries for me to keep my foot down.   This knowledge was truly news to me! 
 
I also found out that on BMWs when you lift your foot off the accelerator suddenly, the brake lights come on before your 
foot even touches the brake pedal!   This is to give the person behind you advance warning that you’re gonna stop.   
 
Later, we got to go on the off-road test track.  I never would have driven that course had there not been a vehicle in front of 
me whose continued presence assured me I wasn’t going to tip over and disappear.  Somewhere along the way we were 
made to stop at a point where the vehicle was very extremely tipped, with the rear right wheel completely off the ground.  
We were told to hit the gas, and the right wheel spun for a moment and then stopped, as the other 3 wheels took hold and 
moved us on.  Amazing! 
 
I also learned that there is a button on the center console you can push and it will not let the car descend a hill faster than 
15 miles per hour!  It automatically combines low gears and the brakes to accomplish this! 
 
We then got to tour the Spartanburg plant which was amazing!   There are 1,100 robots in the plant, maintained by a staff 
of 123 folks.  We found out that over 50% of X3s are being exported, many to Germany itself.  We did see several vehicles 
on the line with right hand drive arrangements. 
 
Finally, they give you a 2 hour one-on-one explanation of your vehicle.  You can ask any question, and they show you the 
answer.  We only stumped them once.... a question concerning the Navigation system.  (No surprise). 
 
We came away from Spartanburg with the feeling that we were truly driving a vehicle that represents the best possible 
world of engineered safety. 

 
 Lana Freeland 
      Editor   
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TTHHEE  BBMMWW 
 

 

CCeennttuurryy 

 
Please help us build a strong and active membership by telling other 

BMW owners and enthusiasts about the benefits of club membership. 

Not only do we have monthly membership meetings at local restaurants 

to have fun and discuss club business, there are other benefits listed 

below 
 

BMW CCA offers the following benefits and services: 
 
   The single finest automobile publication available: Roundel 
   Discounts on parts and supplies 
   Free classified ads reaching all members plus non-member 

web surfers 
   Library and video services 
   Help from technical and maintenance experts 
   Distinctive club decals 
   "Friends of BMW" booklet listing members who will assist you 
   Ombudsmen to assist you with BMW dealers or suppliers 
   Value Information Coordinator to assist with insurance claims, 

purchase or sale 
   BMW Special Interest Groups (SIG's) listed in the Roundel 
 
 

For additional membership information, contact BMW CCA: 
at web site: www.bmwcca.org  (BMW CCA National Office) 

BMW CCA Office Fax: 864-250-0038 
BMW CCA Office Phone: 864-250-0022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choo-Choo Bimmers 
 

PO Box 936 

Chattanooga, TN 37401 

mailto:BMWCCLUB@aol.com

