
1 | P a g e  
 

Bimmer News 
 

DIE  LETZTE FAHRBANH – The Ultimate Track 
 

Choo Choo Bimmers Chapter 

 

of  the BMW Car Club of America  

 

  4th Quarter 2013 
   October to December 

 

 

This is our last newsletter for the year; we had a very busy 3
rd

 Quarter.  Wow, the year 
sure flew by. We offered up several drives, an overnight trip to Nashville and our club 
cookout. . Although we had a great turn out, all were familiar faces and we all agreed we 
would like to see some new faces. So please, if you have not been to one of our club 
meetings or it has been a long time since your last visit, come out and say hello real soon. 
So far, the planned activities for the last Quarter of the year are our Holiday 
party/meeting and officer’s elections. 
 
I will not be standing for reelection as President and Donna Horn is not able to continue 
as club Secretary due to other commitments. The elected positions are President, Vice 
President, Treasurer and Secretary. Our current VP Jennifer Askew has been nominated 
for the President’s position; Ray Horn is willing to continue as Treasurer. So we have two 
positions that need to be filled Vice President and Secretary. Please send via email to 
Donna Horn, your nominations for all positions. In addition to our elected positions we 
have several volunteer appointments:  Newsletter Editor, Events Chairperson, 
Membership Chair, Website Chair, and Driving events Chair that need filling. Please let us 
know if you are willing fill any of these positions. Lana Freeland has agreed to continue as 
Editor and Ray Horn would not argue to keep the website chair if we had someone who 
was willing to take this task on. Again, let us know via email through our Secretary Donna 
Horn. Election will be at our Holiday party December 10. 
 
Our Holiday party/meeting will be held at the Blue Water Grill in downtown Chattanooga 
on December 10 at 6:30PM. Bring a $20 gift (per person) if you wish to participate in our 
gift exchange game. 
 
It has been a great year and I wish to thank you for the trust you put in me to keep the 
club running and compliant with BMW CCA requirements. 
 
Drive Safely 
Brenda 
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         Board Members 

Brenda Terrell 

President 

423-432-1079 

BrendaJTerrell@gmail.com 

 

Jennifer Askew 

Vice-President 

Membership Chair 

423-364-6261 

Jennifercummins@epbfi.com 

 

Donna Horn 

Secretary 

Slkmbo9@comcast.net 

 

Ray Horn 

Treasurer 

Web Master 

vonhome@comcast.net 

 

Lana Freeland 

Editor 

423-322-7641 

lana77@catt.com 

 

Bob Wilson 

Events Coordinator 

423-596-2422 

REWilson@Bledsoe.net 

 

Art vonWerssowetz 

Crisis Communications, 

ArtvonW@gmail.com 
 

  

 
BMW has announced a new 4 series coupe.  This will replace the 3 series coupe 
that has been a very popular item. 
 
There seems to be a fever among the German producers to create “new” series 
for what used to be a model in the same series.  Mercedes made an E class 
from the C class coupe, and Audi an A5 based on the old A4 coupe. 
 
The new 4 series coupe comes with the the turbo 4 and an optional turbo 6, 
same as in the 3 series.  All wheel drive is a $2,000 option. 
 
The 3 series chassis has been worked on structurally, and the coupe is said to 
be stiffer, and have a lower center of gravity, in fact lower than on any other 
BMW.  There are 3 levels of trim. 
 
The 428i coupe starts at $41,425, up from the old 3 series $39,625.  The coupe 
is touted to be an outstanding over the road car.  As usual, there is also a 435i 
partner, with the traditional “35” upgrades. 
 
Lana 
 

 

A Word from the Editor 

 

The new BMW 4 
Series Coupe 
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See Rob’s pictures on Facebook:  Choo Choo Bimmers – BMW CCA 

 

 

 

 From Chattanooga to Monterey & Back—in Only 6 Flight Segments! 

A Report on this year’s Oktoberfest 

BMWCCA’s annual national event—Oktoberfest—took place for the 44
th

 time in the club’s history this past August in Monterey, California.  If you’ve 

ever thought about attending Oktoberfest, but weren’t sure what it’s all about; this was the one you that would have convinced you that you made 

the right decision to go.  First of all, Monterey is reason enough to consider attending any event.  The scenery is breathtaking; the climate 

intoxicating.  Wonderful roads twist and turn along the Pacific coastline and inland in every direction.  Monterey and its neighboring town Carmel 

are filled with interesting shops, sights, restaurants and artists. Oktoberfest was deliberately scheduled to begin right after the conclusion of the 

annual Monterey vintage racing/concours/auto auction extravaganza, so that those who wished could attend both, making the journey all the more 

worthwhile.  

Oktoberfest has all the car-centric activities that appeal to BMW drivers—track sessions (at Laguna Seca!), TSD and fun rallies, a fabulous concours 

d’elegance, autocross, gymkhana and more.  However, one can have a whale of a time—as I did—without participating directly in any of the driving 

activities.  Take the Concours d’Elegance for example.  No need to spend days and weeks detailing your BMW, simply show up as a spectator and 

spend hours on the beautiful country club lawn admiring other folks obsession with cleanliness and witnessing one of the most impressive 

collections of BMWs ever assembled at one time.  From a pre-war 315/1 roadster to the fire-breathing Alpina B6 GT3 race car, it was a rare stroll 

through the history of BMW.  The 1972 BMW Turbo concept car was on hand, courtesy of BMW Classic in Munich.  Oh, and by the way, O’fest beer 

sponsor, Munich’s own Spaten Beer, even poured free beer! 

One could also spend an enjoyable day at Laguna Seca without turning a wheel on the track.  Free of the normal weekend race day crowds, it was a 

delight to walk to various vantage points around the track and watch track day participants whipping their Bavarian horses along at an exhilarating 

pace.  Michelin offered test drives on its newest performance tire and BMW NA offered test drives in a fleet of the most desirable new models.  One 

of the most popular events at the track was the opportunity to ride shotgun on hot laps in one of several race cars that were on hand from BMW NA 

and Alpina.  Tickets for these thrill rides went fast and the cost of the tickets went to support the work of the BMW CCA Foundation and their 

popular Street Survival program for teen drivers.  O’fest attendees were also among the first in the US to get a chance to see, sit in and photograph 

the soon-to-be-launched i3 electric vehicle.   

The i3 wasn’t the only surprise that BMW NA had up its corporate sleeve.  Registration packages contained an invitation to a “special event 

celebrating BMW M.”  Anyone who failed to attend this thinking it might be just a car display or video presentation, missed a world-class “M Party.”  

We were whisked by bus to the Monterey Jet Center at the Monterey airport.  After donning M credentials around our collective necks (we got to 

keep these!), we were ushered inside by dark-suited Secret Service-types to the inner sanctum.  Examples of every generation of M3 were present 

among the studio-lit, music-blaring, stage-set, party-atmosphere, canapé-catered environment.  After an hour of revelry, imbibing, BMW-inspired 

chats, the lights all focused on the stage, alerting us to something special about to take place.  On hand were the top bosses from BMW NA and 

BMW M in Munich to tease us along for a few moments until the smoke and lights worked their magic and unveiled the new BMW M4—successor to 

the current M3.  Sure, they called it a “concept,” but if you’re familiar with past concepts this close to production launch, then it’s about 99% there.  

Again, just another great reason to not have missed Oktoberfest this year! 

This year’s attendance topped 1,000 registrants for the first time.  It’s not surprising since it was held in a really inviting location and offering the 

opportunity to enjoy the Monterey Vintage weekend as well.  But it also meant that there was a larger number of BMWs present as well as a greater 

variety of models—many which aren’t seen very often.  One of my favorite experiences was simply walking through the parking lot and looking at 

the cars, checking out the license plates to see where they were from and often chatting with the owners.  

Having attended 37 of these events, I’ve made a lot of friends along the way, but I really enjoy meeting and making new friends each year.  BMW 

CCA members are a diverse group—young and old, from all walks of life, but with a common interest in and love of the BMW marque.  I look forward 

to growing older together! 

Oh, and did I mention free beer? 

Rob Mitchell  
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Welcome to our Chapter of the BMW CCA come out and join us when you have a 
chance. And of course thank you to all those who renew every year. 
 

 

Walter Garrison      Jack Smith   Kerry Harrell   Graham Ehmann 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This has been a banner year for BMW CCA and the Choo Choo Bimmers. We’ve driven 

hundreds of miles in one BMW related event after the other. In early August we traveled the 

backroads from Chattanooga to Nashville, stopping on the way at Mary Bo Bo’s for lunch and 

at Arrington Winery for refreshments and from there onto our hotel in Nashville. Old Hickory 

Chapter was our host for the evening, for the whole weekend actually. After dining in fine 

style we repaired to our hotel for some much needed rest. The Old Curmudgeon is not 

suppose to be impressed by much, because he is a cynic and a sour puss. TOC had to break 

character and actually admit that he was truly impressed with all the weekend activities and 

our gracious hosts from Old Hickory and double duty Porsche Club members. All the fun 

continued until we topped off our fun summer with an inter Chapter drive to Fall Creek Falls 

for a cruise-in and hoping to see some fall colors, but we were a little too early for the 

brilliant color of Fall. Ah ha, redemption for your truly. 

TOC 
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The initial teaser was for 1000 cool cars.  Did we make it?   
 
Our weekend started off with a blast up gorgeous TN back roads to Miss Mary Bobo’s Boarding House in Lynchburg.  The place 
was bigger and busier than I remembered, but there were enough of us to have our own dining room, and the family-style 
platters made several rounds of the table.  More back roads to Arrington Vineyards, owned by Kix Brooks, where we enjoyed a 
free wine tasting in a gorgeous setting.  Dinner was at Puckett’s Boat House in downtown Franklin.  The town has changed a lot 
since we left and both the restaurant and all of downtown was packed on a Friday night.   
 
Saturday morning was Cars & Coffee and we got a good start to our teaser.  This was an off day because of threatening skies, but 
the turnout was still great by most standards.  Although my natural focus is on the Porsches and BMW’s, attention was quickly 
pulled away to a bunch of Lambo’s, a new Mercedes gull-wing, an NSX and old MG’s and Jags—even an Avanti convertible.  And 
then the whole parking lot seemed to be caught in a tsunami, moving toward one spot as a black Bugatti Veyron entered.  Since 
we were in Franklin, I figured a famous resident would emerge—maybe Dario Franchitti or, better yet, Carrie Underwood--but it 
was just a guy with a whole bunch of money.   Then the skies made good on their threat and everyone bolted for cover.   
 
Everyone split for lunch and then it was off to Lane Motor Museum.  Their catch-phrase is “Unique Cars from A to Z” and they 
mean it.  The museum grew out of Jeff Lane’s personal car collection, and it is now well over 300 cars.  We were met by the 
General Manager, David Yando.  David is a great guy with a solid automotive pedigree, an unusual depth of education and 
understanding, and he is in what appears to be a perfect job.   “Sure, Boss, I’ll take the Caldwell Can-Am car driven by Sam Posey 
and go enter it in the Amelia Island Concours.  If you say so.”  David gave us an introduction to the museum and then took us 
behind the scenes for a tour of the restoration shop.  Later there was a basement tour where all sorts of cool stuff were basking 
away from the limelight.  The cars in the museum are not necessarily “museum quality,” over-restored garage queens, but they 
are nearly all driven and exercised on a regular basis.  There are many one-of-a-kind vehicles, as well as a collection of air-
powered cars with propellers.  One of my favorites is the 1948 T87 Tatra, a big silver sedan with a rear-mounted, air-cooled V8 
and a vertical shark-style fin that makes a whale-tale look normal.  From there it was off to dinner at Cherokee Steak House, a 
Nashville-area institution.  Great food in a very informal setting, right on the lake and next to Starstruck Farms.   Due to bad 
weather, movie offerings and general apathy of the group, we did not make the promised drive-in movie.   
 
Sunday began with lunch at the Flying Saucer Draught Emporium, a great pub with over 200 kinds of beer.  It is not German by 
name, but the food certainly took me that way.  Then it was next door to the Frist Visual Arts center for Sensuous Steel, a 
collection of cars designed in Art Deco style.  Wow, a bunch of one-of-a kind, custom-bodied, beautiful, big old automobiles.  
One of them, a 1939 Bugatti Type 57C, was a wedding gift to the Shah of Iran—“Tall (Automotive) Cotton,” indeed!  This show 
was curated by Ken Gross who also did the Allure of the Automobile show in Atlanta in 2010.  The show runs through September 
15

th
 so if you’re in Nashville, you can check it out.  Just be careful about drooling on the cars; they don’t like that.   

 
One of the goals of the trip was to expand networks.  The trip was a joint venture with the Choo Choo Bimmers local BMW 
group, and we had the opportunity to share time with members of both the Porsche and BMW clubs in Nashville.  Joe Questel 
and Mike Gillespie are members of both Nashville clubs and they were instrumental in setting up the weekend.  Mike especially 
was helpful at the Frist when he was able to help us bypass the out-the-door line for Sensuous Steel.   
 
We were joined on the trip by Dave and Noelani DeRossett, a couple who split their time between TN and FL.  While they are in 
Crossville they enjoy a gorgeous 356 cab that Dave has owned for over 40 years.  Hopefully you’ll get to meet them at one of our 
meetings.   
 
1000 cars?  Not only did we make that, but I have nearly that many fond memories of the events and people of the weekend.   
 

Jerry Thompson 

   

See Jerry’s pictures on Facebook:  Choo Choo Bimmers – BMW CCA 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Choo Choo Bimmers Chapter of 

BMW CCA 
PO BOX 22611 

Chattanooga, TN 37421 

 

Summer Drive and Overnight Trip with 1000 Cool Cars 
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Bimmer News is a quarterly publication of the Choo-Choo Bimmers Chapter (the club), a non-profit chapter of the BMW Car Club of Am. Ideas and technical 

information are solely those of the authors and no authentication is implied. Contributions from all members are welcome! Information contained herein is 

for the clubs use. Permission to reproduce any of its content should be sent to the editor’s attention. 

 

   NNeewwsslleetttteerr SSttuuffff  
Contributions to this newsletter are welcomed and encouraged by the editorial staff. 
Submissions may be edited for length, clarity, and content.  All editorial material:   classifieds, 
articles, art work etc. should be sent electronically to the editor 
 

Advertising in the Bimmer Newsletter is an inexpensive way to get your company or services 

known to a great demographic group. 

 
We print about 140 copies quarterly and the publication reaches club members and other BMW 

car enthusiasts not to mention the hand around factor. Using a standard 

publishing matrix, an average of three people look at each copy, including friends, family and 

whoever else picks it up and flips through it. 

Prices: 

Business Card-         $10.00   1/2 page-                 $25.00 
1/4 page-                 $15.00   Full Page-                $50.00  
          
 
                ChooChooBimmers.org        or follow us on  
 
       Facebook:    Choo Choo Bimmers Chapter – BMW CCA 
. 

Future Meetings 
 

November 12, 2013 
The Terminal 

 
 

December 10, 2013 
Christmas Party 
Blue Water Grill 
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BMW CCA offers the following benefits and services: 

 
 The single finest automobile publication available: Roundel 
 Discounts on parts and supplies 
 Free classified ads reaching all members plus non-member web surfers 

 Library and video services 

 Help from technical and maintenance experts 

 Distinctive club decals 

 "Friends of BMW" booklet listing members who will assist you 

 Ombudsmen to assist you with BMW dealers or suppliers 

 Value Information Coordinator to assist with insurance claims, purchase or sale 
 BMW Special Interest Groups (SIG's) listed in the Roundel 

 
For additional membership information, contact BMW CCA: 

at web site: www.bmwcca.org  (BMW CCA National Office) 
BMW CCA Office Fax:  864-250-0038  BMW CCA Office Phone: 864-250-0022 

             

         

Choo Choo Bimmers  
PO BOX 21766 
Chattanooga, TN 37421 

Please help us to build a strong and active membership by telling 

other BMW owners and enthusiasts about the benefits of club 

membership. Not only do we have monthly membership meetings 

at local restaurants to have fun and discuss club business, there is 

other benefits list below. 

 

mailto:BMWCCLUB@aol.com

