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Hello bimmer-philes!

    I just can’t believe this year is already halfway gone! It’s 
already been a great 2010 and its only going to get better! 
I’ve been very excited about the club this year. Its really 
great to see new members come out to the meetings and 
get active within the club. We have had a great turnout at 
almost every meeting this year! Keep it up! Earlier this year 
I had mentioned about "giving back" to our community. We 
have had a few staff meetings and really have some great 
events coming up that I know you all will enjoy as well as 
helping our community! Just a few events in the future are 
the 1st Annual "Choo-Choo Classic" golf Tournament that our 
club will be hosting. All proceeds will be going to a local 
charity and will be open to all other car clubs and the general 
public to play. Another great event we have coming up is the 
"Toy drive". We will have a planned route that will remain 
secret until the first car leaves and it will be a timed 
event. The main difference in this event is everyone must 
donate a children's toy to be able to attend this event. This is 
a great way to help out children that are less fortunate and in 
need of new toys. I am super excited about these events! I 
hope everyone will be able to attend each of these! I feel like 
this is going to be a great year for Choo Choo Bimmers! Look 
for many more event updates as we have many events being 
planned! I look forward to seeing all of you at our next 
meeting! Thanks so much.
 
Shiny Side up,
 
Josh Killian

Choo-Choo Bimmers
www.ChooChooBimmers.org

2010
Officers and Staff

Bimmer News is a quarterly publication of the Choo-Choo Bimmers Chapter (the club), a 
non-profit chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc., and is not affiliated in any 
manner with BMW North America. The Club assumes no responsibility for any of the 
information contained within. Ideas and technical information are solely those of the 
authors and no authentication is implied. Contributions from all members are welcome! 
Information contained herein is for the clubʼs use. Permission to reproduce any of its 
content should be sent to the editorʼs attention.
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New BMW Dealership opens in Chattanooga

Justin Prann moved down from New Jersey where he ran the Parts Division for BMW Motorrad North 
America for two years.  Prior to his responsibilities in Motorrad Justin spent 5 years in the Automotive 
Division planning warehousing logistics in the US as well as other Subsidiaries.  To open a BMW 
dealership has been a culmination of a lifelong dream.

Pandoraʼs European Motorsports specializes in high-powered and high-performance motorcycles from 
BMW and Ducati, the two leading brands that continue to grow market share.  BMW Motorrad USA posted 
a 52 percent increase in retail sales during February 2010 compared to the same period last year.  Superior 
products in all segments of the market, attractive financing programs, and a qualified staff are all 
contributors to the Pandoraʼs continued success.

Justin Prann

Pandora's European Motorsports

c 423 991 5003

o 423 468 4104
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41st Annual BMW CCA Oktoberfest

Elkhart Lake, WI

Road America

Monday, August 23 – Sunday, August 29
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TECH CORNER
Well I was going to talk tires or floor mats but with the recent upswing of temperatures I 

thought Air Conditioning will be the way to go.  Hot.  Don’t like it.  Getting into a sweltering car after 
a long day at work (short of moving in the lower hemisphere for the second half of the year it) is 
unavoidable.  Now would be a good time to see if your car is equipped with Parked Car Ventilation.  
What is this?  Basically it is a timer for your blower motor.  Set a time for it to come on and it will 
start to pull in air from the outside to help cool the car.  It won’t be an icebox when you get in but 
the difference between 120 degrees and 100 degrees is welcome.  A lot of the e39 and e38 models 
came equipped with this option but it is usually not used because most owners don’t know it is 
there.  Those of you who still have the owner’s manuals intact can look up how to use this function 
because it is different between the nav and non-nav cars.  The only catch is that you have to set it 
every day.  Why?  Say you went on vacation for 2 weeks and the timer was set to come on every day 
at 4:45 then you would come back to a hot car and a dead battery.    I’ve used it myself and was 
pleased with the result.

 Making sure your microfilter has been changed at the proper intervals is something else to 
consider when it comes to your A/C system operating at max performance.  If it sounds like your 
blower motor is blowing full speed but there is no volume coming out of the vents then the 
microfilter is the first thing to check.  Microfilters should be changed at every Inspection I or II.  CBS 
cars have set mileage intervals to have them changed.  E38’s have interior microfilters on the right 
and left side of the A/C box that also need changed but since they are accessed from under the 
dash often forgotten.  Contact me for the exact location of your microfilter(year and model).

 If you suspect that you’re A/C may not be cooling then a thermometer inserted in the center 
dash vent while driving can help confirm that.  If the thermometer hits 45 degrees after driving for 
about 5-10 minutes depending on the weather then your system is operating properly.  Otherwise 
the system needs to be checked.  There can be a lot of things go wrong.

 Keep in mind that on extremely humid and hot days it can take a while for the A/C to start 
cooling the car.  Not only does it have to cool the air in the car but it has to cool the ducts, the A/C 
box and everything that the air blows over.  The seats, dash, windows, headliner are all emitting 
heat and they take time to cool.  Can’t wait until September….

Any questions e-mail me at Everett.collins@bmwofchattanooga.com

THIRD QUARTER 2010
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Know a Bimmer Fan Who’d like to join us?
Please help us build a strong and active membership by telling other BMW owners and enthusiast about the benefits of 
a BMW club membership. We have monthly membership meetings - we have great events, drives, family picnics and 
enjoy the camaraderie these events bring. So don’t wait ‒ join today!

BMW CCA offers the following benefits and services:
• The finest monthly automobile publication available - Roundel • Discounts on parts, service and 
supplies at our local BMW dealership ‒ BMW of Chattanooga • Quarterly chapter newsletter ‒ Bimmer 
News • Help from technical and maintenance experts • New car rebate program • Friends of BMW 
booklet listing members to assist you nationwide • Ombudsmen to assist you with BMW dealers and 
suppliers • Value Information Coordinator to assist you with insurance claims, purchase or sale • 
BMW Special Interest Groups (SIGs) listed in the Roundel
It’s the best deal going for a mere $48 per year! Registration’s as easy as ‒ www.bmwcca.org or call 
the National Office - 864-250-0022
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