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FSC BMW CCA Welcomes 
New Members to the Club 

Ava Batansky 

Walt Batansky 

Dale Boettcher 

Rick Bucchino 

Kristen Campbell 

Matthew Campbell 

Amanda Jean Church 

Juan C Cofino 

Lynn Litow Flayhart 

Robert M Flayhart 

Timothy Hartman 

Jerry Kuehn 

David Lewandowski 

Tom Merrick 

Cathy Miller 

Alex Moore 

William Neuwirth 

Timothty Parnell 

Lennon Partain 

Richard H Scoby 

Daniel John Serrano 

Josef Weinberger 

See page 2 
 

u A TALE OF THE ti’s AND THE UPGRADE 
DISORDER THAT CAME FROM OWNING 
JUST ONE OF THEM. . . PAGE 5 
 

   Hello to all our Florida Suncoast members. I 
hope you are enjoying your summer. It is hard to 
believe that it is already July. We are getting ready 
for our get-a-way weekend to Fort Lauderdale. It 
should be a great time. We will be visiting the Fort 
Lauderdale Antique Car museum where Joanne and 
I got married almost ten years ago. 
   This will also be the first Die Son-
nenkueste sent out electronically. We only 
had two members who have requested that 
we mail them a hard copy. So you will be 
seeing this newsletter in COLOR as it was 
meant to be viewed!! We hope you enjoy 
it. 
   Fall is just around the corner and we 
have a busy season coming up. Zfest, BMW CCA 
Oktoberfest, Lake Mirror car show and other events 
are on the horizon please check the Events Calen-
dar when you receive it to make sure you don’t 
miss any events you wished you had attended. 
   At our upcoming board meeting we will be dis-
cussing our annual holiday party, our FSC annual 
picnic and our annual Car Show. Look for the loca-
tions and the dates in an upcoming events calendar. 
   I am pleased to announce that we will be holding 
a second monthly meeting in the Naples area on the 
third Saturday of the month. The dates are as fol-
lows:  
 

18 August 
15 September  
20 October  
 

Location: Olympia Dining. 2800 Davis Blvd. 
Naples 

 
Time: 8:30 am.  
 
Email: Mal Newbourne at  Malnaple-
saaca2@Gmail.com  for more information or  you 
can find the contact information on the chapter 
website at www.fscbmwcca.com.  

 
   We are committed to holding these break-
fast meeting for the next 3 months to see if 
we can generate enough interest in making 
them a permanent event. Please come out 
and support this local event. 
   If you have any interest in getting in-
volved or if you have an idea’s for an event 

please contact me directly at 
RobertZiegler@msn.com and I will be happy to 
discuss it with you. 
   Joanne and I are looking forward to seeing you at 
an upcoming event. Enjoy the rest of your summer. 

Say goodnight Gracie, 
 

Bob Ziegler, President 
 

Let’s raise our 
glasses and 

toast the new 
digital edition. 
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Important Legal Information 

 

• Die Sonnenkueste is the quarterly publication of the Florida SunCoast Chapter, BMW CCA (“FSC”).  The ideas, suggestions, and opinions expressed 
in articles are those of the individual authors, with no authentication of that material by the FSC editor, officers and directors.  By submission of an 
article, individual authors represent and warrant that the submitted work is original and that all rights to material / photographs contained in the work 
are currently available.  Published contributions become FSC property; copyright ©2008. Submitted material will be returned on request with self-
addressed envelope and appropriate postage affixed.  Email submissions are accepted.  

• The Club assumes no liability for any of the information contained herein.  None of the information bears the status of “Factory Approved” unless so 
indicated.  Note:  Modifications to your vehicle within the warranty period may void the vehicle warranty. 

• Advertising: Web Ads for the chapter website are being accepted; please see www.fscbmwcca.org for more info. Print ads are not currently being 
accepted.  

BMW Car Club of America Info. 
Florida Suncoast Chapter of BMW 
CCA 
PO Box 10666 
Tampa, FL 33679 
 
South Atlantic Reg. BMW CCA 
Paul Dunlevy, S. Atlantic RVP 
pdunlevy@nuvox.net 
336.996.3149 
 

BMW Car Club of America (BMW 
CCA) 
640 S Main St 
Suite 201 
Greenville, SC 29601 
 
Phone: 864.250.0022 
Fax: 864.250.0038 
Email: bmwcclub@aol.com 
Web: www.bmwcca.org 
 

 
Welcome to the Club  

We hope to see you out at one of our events soon. It is a great way to meet other members. Keep checking 
your emails for the calendar which has updated event information. 

 
Do you have a story to share? A car that you want to talk about? Write it up and send it in.  

 

xaviapublishing@yahoo.com 

Chapter Officers 
 

Bob Ziegler, President        
RobertZiegler@msn.com         
954-294-1432  
 

Bob Louty, Vice President   
tampabobl@verizon.net      
813-960-8688 
 

Dennis Costantino, Treasurer  
330smg@tampabay.rr.com    
813-293-1827 
 

Jim Slane  Secretary 
jslane1975@aol.com               
941-360-1680    
 

Board of Directors   
 

Russ Garvey 
maddog88@gmail.com              
813-230-5705 
 

Edd Weimar 
e2002w@msn.com                   
727-784-5821 
 

Phil Howe 
phowe26107@aol.com             
941-729-5833 
 

Bill Caldwell 
WAC911SC@aol.com       
727-669-7954 
 

Leonard Sixt 

lsixt@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Chairpersons 
 

Angela Carlascio, Newsletter Ed. 
xaviapublishing@yahoo.com 
813-787-7838 
 

Jim Ringold, Contributor 
jrrper@tampabay.rr.com 
727-738-4554 
 

Russ Garvey, Motorsport Dir.     
maddog88@gmail.com              
813-230-5705 
 

Barry Miller, Autocross Coord.   
autox@24hr.us                           
813-684-9988 
 

Edd Weimer, New Member Chair  
e2002w@msn.com                   
 
Leonard Sixt, Webmaster 

Web: www.fscbmwcca.com 
Hot Line: 813.653.4651 

To Join BMW CCA Call: 
 

1.800.878.9292 
 

Annual Membership $48.00 
Associate (family mem,) $10.00 

Like us on: 
 

www.facebook.com/pages/
Florida-Suncoast-BMW-CCA 

ART DRIVE! The BMW Art Car Collection 
1975-2010. Exhibition of Art Cars by Andy 
Warhol, Jeff Koons and David Hockney - On 
Show for First Time in the UK in East End 
Car Park   London - July 20, 2012   The ICA, 
in partnership with BMW, the Mayor of London 
and the London 2012 
Festival, will take over a 
landmark car park in 
Shoreditch for two 
weeks only from 21 July 
to 4 August for a unique 
exhibition of the BMW 
ART CAR COLLEC-
TIONon show for the 
first time in the UK. 
Admission is free.  
   The collection, initi-
ated over 35 years ago, 
features BMW cars 
transformed by some of 
the world’s leading 
artists including: Alexander Calder, Frank Stella, 
Roy Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol, Ernst Fuchs, 
Robert Rauschenberg, M.J. Nelson, Ken Done, 
Matazo Kayama, César Manrique, Jeff Koons, 
A.R. Penck, Esther Mahlangu, Sandro Chia, Jenny 
Holzer and David Hockney. 
 
ART DRIVE! THE BMW ART CAR COLLEC-
TION will show the work of 16 international art-

ists over six floors in the NCP Car Park on Great 
Eastern Street in Shoreditch. The project, which 
brings together BMW’s excellence in car design 
and the ICA’s passion for and commitment to art, 
will be a one-off opportunity for art and design 
lovers as well as car enthusiasts. 

   The BMW ART CAR 
COLLECTION started 
when French racing 
driver and auctioneer 
Hervé Poulain invited 
his friend Alexander 
Calder to design a car 
that married artistic ex-
cellence to 'an already 
perfect object'. The end 
result was a racing car 
that would ultimately 
compete in the Le Mans 
24-hour race in 1975. 
And so the BMW Art 
Car was born…  

   Since then some of the greatest names in con-
temporary art have added to the collection creating 
a wide range of artistic interpretations. David 
Hockney’s 1995 Art Car paints the inside of the 
car on the outside, revealing everything from in-
ternal engine parts to a dog in the back. Rauschen-
berg incorporates photographic transfers of Ingres 
paintings while Andy Warhol and Roy Lichten-

BMW Art Car by Jeff Koons at Tower Bridge, London. 
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Calendar of Events I Get out & join us! 
 

July 2012 
July 9 FSC BMW CCA Monthly Meeting. Mimi's Café, 11701 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, 813 265 4460. Join us; 6:30PM dinner, 
7:30PM news, friends, guest speakers and an overall good time. 

Jul 20-22 Pittsburgh Gran Prix. Schenley Park Golf Course. "Sharks in the Park" featured car is the E24 6 Series. For more info or to reg-
ister go to either PVGP or AlleghenyBMWCCA.  

Jul 27-29  FSC Fort Lauderdale Get-a-Way Weekend. Please come join us for what promises to be a great weekend.  The Host Hotel will 
be the Beach Comber Resort in Pompano Beach located directly on the beautiful Atlantic Ocean. You can make reservations directly at 
www.beachcomberresort.com. Room rates vary depending on room type. Saturday morning we will be attending the Fort Lauderdale An-
tique Car Museum for a tour. We will lunch after the tour at one of the local Fort Lauderdale restaurants. I assure you this will be a memora-
ble trip. Please contact me directly if you would like to attend. 954-294-1432 or email me at RobertZiegler@msn.com.  

 

August 2012 
Aug 13 FSC BMW CCA Monthly Meeting. Logan's Roadhouse, 11702 Anderson Rd. Tampa, 813 884 5229.  Join us; 6:30PM dinner, 
7:30PM news, friends, guest speakers and an overall good time. 

Aug 30-Sep 2 ZFEST 2012. Labor Day weekend. Embassy Suites, Greenville, 670 Verdae Blvd.,  Greeneville, SC. Reservations 1-864-
676-9090. For more info. go to www.zscca.org or to register for the event! 

 

September 2012 
Sep 2 BMW CCA Autocross. Hernando County Airport, Brooksville. Pre-registration required at www.motorsportreg.com. For more de-
tails go to the club website www.fscbmwcca.com. 

Sep 10 BMW CCA Monthly Meeting. Lucky Dill Restaurant,  33180 US Hwy 19, Palm Harbor, 727-789-5574. Time Join us; 6:30PM 
dinner, 7:30PM news, friends, guest speakers, an overall good time and enjoy the “Sandwich that ate Brooklyn!!!” 

Sep 17-23 Oktoberfest 2012. The 43rd annual celebration is being held in Ohio. The host hotel is the Polaris Hotel and the racetrack is 
Mid-Ohio. Details available www.BMWCCAOFEST.org. 

 
October 2012 

Oct 7 BMW CCA Autocross. Hernando County Airport, Brooksville. Pre-registration required at www.motorsportreg.com. For more de-
tails go to the club website www.fscbmwcca.com. Our friends from the PCA Suncoast region will be joining us at this event. 

Oct 19 - 21 17th Annual Euro Auto Festival. The Zentrum, Spartanburg, SC. This year's preferred marque is Mercedes. For more info or 
to register go to www.euroautofestival.com. 

Oct 19 - 21 Lake Mirror Classic. Lakeland, FL   Registration opens July 1st.  Go to www.lakemirrorclassic.com for more information or 
to register. 

Oct 26 - Nov 4 Hilton Head Concours d'Elegance. Go to www.hhiconcours.com for more information on this event. 

 

On Going Monthly Events 
Every Wednesday Wesley Chapel Car Show. Dairy Queen and Tuffy’s Automotive, SR 54 and Old Pasco Rd., Wesley Chapel, FL. 5:30 - 
8:30pm. 

Every Wednesday night there is a group of loyal BMW owners who get together in the Tampa area to have dinner and compare notes on 
BMWs. The location changes weekly but you can find out where the meeting is by going to www.Bimmerforms.com. 

Every third Saturday of the month Cars and Coffee. DuPont Registry, St. Petersburg. Arrive early if you want to park in the lot. Starts 
around 7am and concludes at 9am 

If you are reading this and you own a Z car of any type I would like to know if you are interested in contacting the Z Club about creating a 
west coast of Florida Z Club Chapter. Please send me an email at robertziegler@msn.com if you are interested. I have eight members that 
have responded so far.   

Please go to   www.fscbmwcca.org  to see future dates for our events.  

 

Next article deadline, August 31, 2012 I To submit: angela@slackergurlbooks.com 
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BMW Survives Glen 6-Hours with Points Lead Intact  
�Photo/Text by Carl Wagenfohr, FSC BMW CCA Club Member 

WATKINS GLEN, N.Y. – The Sahlen Six Hours at the Glen began with a promising pole position for the only BMW-powered Day-
tona Prototype entrant. In the final moments of the 15-minute qualifying session, Scott Pruett powered the No.01 Ganassi BMW/
Riley to a chart-topping time of 1:41.309. This was Pruett’s first pole since the 2010 Six Hours of the Glen.  

The defending Rolex Series Champion was not to be as fortunate during the race, however. Pruett held the lead for the first ½ hour, 
but fell to second after the first round of pit stops. The No. 01 car, co-driven by Memo Rojas, led the race two more times, for a total 
of 70 laps.  

The BMW/Riley suffered a holed radiator midway through the race, losing a lap on the leaders during the repair. A timely caution 
later in the race put the No. 01 back on the lead lap, and Pruett drove the final stint to a fourth place finish behind the No. 9 Corvette 
DP of Barbosa/Law, the No. 99 Corvette DP of Fogarty/Gurney and the No. 8 Ford/Riley of Bourdais/Dalziel/Potolicchio.  
Despite their fourth place finish, Rojas and Pruett maintained a slim three point lead in the Rolex DP Championship over Dalziel and 
Potolicchio.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

During the race, my wife Nancy and I had an unexpected visitor to our campsite overlooking the toe of Watkins Glen’s boot, none 
other than team owner Chip Ganassi, who had pedaled over on his bicycle to watch the race unfold from our picturesque vantage 
point. 

I took the opportunity to ask Ganassi why his was the only BMW-powered entrant in the Rolex DP field. He answered that a few 
Rolex teams expected that the Corvette Daytona Prototype would be the hot setup for 2012, and changed engine suppliers. He was 
confident, however, that BMW would have a greater presence next year. 

Asked why his team had entered only one car at the Glen, Ganassi said that he lost a sponsor [apparently Target] when the race was 
shifted from Saturday to Sunday. He added that he would enter two cars next year so that he could compete for the 2013 North 
American Endurance Championship, consisting of the Daytona 24-Hours, Watkins Glen 6-Hours and Indianapolis events. 

  

Scott Pruett, driving the #01 TELEMEX BMW/Riley, leads Sebastien Bourdais in the #8 Starworks Ford/Riley mid-way through the 
race. At the finish, their places would reverse, with Bourdais finishing third and Pruett fourth. Photo by Carl Wagenfohr 
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A True Tale of the ti(s)    
�Text by Chuck Privateer, FSC BMW CCA Club Member 

He bought the car from a fellow club member for his daughter. It 
was a 1997 Model, red with 97.000 miles on the odometer.  It was 
fitted with a Downing Atlanta supercharger.  The car ran strong but 
did have a hesitation when starting to accelerate.  After some effort it 
was determined the hesitation was due to the fuel pressure regulator, 
which was not providing sufficient gas when the engine was under 
boost.   Once that was corrected the car ran well. 
 
When his daughter went away to college the car transitioned to her 
brother. After some months the engine began to misfire.  A ticking or 
clicking noise also was heard. Vacuum lines were checked; ignition 
coils were checked to no avail. Low compression was found in cylin-
der #1. Mike Miller at BMWCCA was consulted and also advised to 
check the vacuum hoses and coils.  A fellow club member ran some 
tests and determined that the piston in cylinder #1 did not rise as tall 
in the cylinder as the other three cylinders.  Best guess: the connect-
ing rod was bent. 
 
 

 
How the connecting rod got bent is still not known. A common cause 
would be liquid in the cylinder causing the piston to try to compress 
a liquid. How liquid could have gotten into the cylinder is also not 
known.  A guess was that a sticking injector permitted the cylinder to 
fill with gasoline.  At the top of the compression cycle it would not 
take a lot of gas to fill the cylinder.  The M44 ti engine is known for 
its strength.  Another club member routinely tracks his ti with a su-
percharger and no negative results. Pending teardown the cause of 
the bent connecting rod remains yet to be determined. 
 
Otherwise the car is in excellent condition so he was planning to 
keep the car and begin suspension modifications for improved track 
performance.  
 
Several options were investigated.   
 
a.   The current engine, assuming it could be rebuilt, would cost al-
most $4000.00 to rebuild with all new parts. 
 
b.   Purchase a remanufactured engine from BMW.  Two engines 
were located in Germany.  An engine plus transportation was esti-
mated to cost $4000.00. Labor would be an additional cost.  The 
remanufactured engine came with a two-year guarantee.  Whether 
that guarantee would be voided if the supercharger were reinstalled 
is not known. 
 

c.    Purchase a used engine estimated to cost $1200.00. The engine 
would be warranted for 90 days. Labor is an additional cost.  
 
d.    Purchase a rebuilt and strengthened engine suitable for racing 
from an American engine builder.  This option was estimated to cost 
$6000-8000. 
 
During the development of these options he consulted with his club 
member friends including the owner of the other supercharged ti. 
Mike Miller was again consulted and he favored the remanufactured 
engine for its guarantee and the ability to break in the engine to the 
owner’s preferences. What option would you readers have chosen?  
 
While developing these options he came across information about 
the relatively straightforward upgrade to an M3/S52 engine. Face-
book has s step-by-step discussion of the installation.  There is a 
manual available for purchase that goes further into the details of 
exchanging an S52 engine for a lesser engine. The plan began to 
change from repair to upgrade the ti. 
 
First, he found another ti on Craig’s list.  He had it examined, bought 
it, and then flew to Denver and drove it home.  His son now had 
another car.  Then he found another ti in California that had several 
M model features that he desired.  Again he had the car examined, 
bought it and flew to California and drove it home.  The engine from 
this car will be installed in the original ti.  The California ti will have 
an M3/S52 engine installed.   
 
Now began the effort to find an affordable, hopefully reliable used 
M3/S52 engine.  The Internet provided many available S52 engines 
in wrecked cars across the country. There is a nationwide network of 
wrecking yards that list engines and provide the means to enter pur-
chase bids.  He found a wrecked M3 with rear end damage in Cincin-
nati.  His local yard charged him $150.00 to act as his agent and he 
bought the car for $1200.00.  It cost $250.00 to transport the car. 
 
His regular repair shop was too busy to perform all the engine ex-
changes so he found a BMW shop in Missouri to do the work.  He 
drove the original ti with the ticking sound and bent rod towards 
Missouri.  Approximately 200 miles from home the engine exploded.  
 
Labor will include three engine removals, one supercharger removal, 
and the installation of the M44 and S52 engines.  To recoup some 
costs he plans on selling the original ti sans the supercharger, the 
supercharger, parts from the wrecked M3, and possibly engine com-
ponents from the original ti.  Assuming all purchased, used engines 
are good for many miles, he calculates he will finish with a very 
capable road/track ti with several M features at a cost that is not that 
much more than simply repairing the original ti. 
 
Summary: (Approximation} A S52 engine in a ti will have a reduced 
car weight/load requirement of 400 lbs. Horsepower will increase by 

(Continued on page 6) 
1997 318ti 

 Example of a Bent Connecting Rod 
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almost 100 HP over the stock M44 engine. 0-60 time will decrease 
by at least 3 seconds and top speed will increase by 20+ MPH. The 
weight of the S52 engined ti is approximately 60 pounds heavier 
than a supercharged ti.   
 
Known-unknowns includes the longevity of used engines, cost/
complexity of suspension tuning to accommodate the heavier S52 
engine in the ti chassis, cost/complexity of modifying the drive line 
and exhaust system to accommodate the S52 engine. 
 
Unknown-unknowns include possible problems with the engine 
management system and other electrical components. 
 
Notes:  
 
1. ti stands for Touring International. The ti was produced between 
1991 and 1999.  Acceleration 0-60 is 8.3 seconds with a top speed of 
116 mph.  Weight is 2780 pounds. It is a four-cylinder engine with 
1.8L displacement and 138 horsepower. Cost in 1999 was $23,865.  
The engine designator is M42 in 1995 and M44 in later cars. 
 
2. The S52 six-cylinder engine is an upgrade to the M52 engine for 
use in the M series.  It displaces 3.0/3.2 liters, depending on the year, 
and produces 240 HP and 236 ft-lbs of torque.  It has a reduced mass 
valve train, ported and polished heads, retuned variable valve timing 
for higher RPM, a more finely balanced camshaft and a free flow 
intake and exhaust system.  Interestingly, the European version of 
this engine produces 317 HP. The S52 engine has a reported 0-60 
time of 5.4/5.5 and a top speed of 137/139 depending on the year or 

manufacture. An M3 coupe weighs approximately 3200 lbs. 
 
A final thought: 
 
After all these changes were completed further thought was given to 
why the original ti had a bent rod and subsequently exploded.  It has 
been speculated that perhaps the original installation of the super-
charger did not adjust the fuel pressure regulator correctly.  This 
could have led to fuel starvation at high boost pressures and detona-
tion that had continued for years. 

(Continued from page 5) 

S52 six-cylinder engine 

BMW Debuts U.S. Olympic-themed Ad Featuring Olym-
pians Natalie Coughlin, Sanya Richards-Ross and Eve-
lyn Stevens during broadcast of the Opening Cere-
mony of the London 2012 Olympic Games 
In-Games Effort Culminates Two-Year Activation of New Part-
nership between BMW, U.S. Olympic Committee   Woodcliff 
Lake, NJ   July 27, 2012… Along with millions of others, BMW, 
the Official Mobility Partner of the United States Olympic Commit-
tee (USOC), will tune into the Opening Ceremonies of the XXX 
Olympiad tonight as the London 2012 Olympic Games get under-
way. Debuting during NBC’s broadcast of the event, BMW’s U.S. 
Olympic-themed advertisement “Victory” will enhance an already 
comprehensive activation of the company’s first-time sponsorship, 
which called upon all business units to infuse the Olympic spirit into 
key product, retailer and brand marketing initiatives over the past 
two years. 
   “Our approach to sponsorship is firmly and uniquely rooted in 
material contribution,” said Dan Creed, Vice President, Marketing, 
BMW of North America. “Our relationship with the USOC has en-
abled us to reinforce our brand ideals – passion, performance, effi-
ciency and excellence – with our employees, retailers and customers 
in new and interesting ways, which has resulted in a direct and posi-
tive impact on our business.” 
   “Victory” is a 60-second spot that illustrates the unique symmetry 
between two benchmarks of sport performance: the BMW 3 Series 
and the athletes of the BMW Performance Team. Featuring current 
2012 U.S. Olympic Team members Ricky Berens (swimming), Nata-
lie Coughlin (swimming), Sanya Richards-Ross (track & field), Eve-
lyn Stevens (cycling) and Mallory Weggemann (swimming, Para-
lympic), as well as Olympic legends Bryan Clay (decathlon) and 
Janet Evans (swimming), “Victory” draws parallels between the 
speed, efficiency and traction of an athlete to that of a vehicle. 

At the Games   For the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games, BMW UK has provided approximately 3,200 low emission 
diesel, hybrid and electric cars, as well as motorcycles and bicycles, 
to the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralym-
pic Games (LOCOG). Voted by the Dow Jones Sustainability Index 
as the most sustainable automotive manufacturer for seven consecu-
tive years, BMWhas provided a fleet to achieve the challenging aver-
age emissions threshold as set by LOCOG of 120g CO2 per kilome-
ter. 
   This weekend, BMW Group will also debut to the public an im-
pressive pavilion space built on an elevated site above the Water-
works River, situated inside Olympic Park, between the Olympic 
Stadium and the Aquatics Center. Every element of the BMW pavil-
ion has been designed to reflect the company’s heritage in environ-
mental innovation. The pavilion is expected to host 5,000 visitors 
each day of the Games, and admission is free to anyone with a ticket 
to Olympic Park. 
   Also reflective of this commitment to sustainability is the recent 
unveiling of the world’s first BMW i Store in London.The show-
room presents the future of mobility with a new version of the BMW 
i3 Concept car, a revolutionary, lightweight, all-electric, carbon fiber 
vehicle alongside the futuristic, plug-in hybrid sports car, the BMW 
i8 Concept car. These vehicles will be available in 2013 and 2014 
respectively, and the BMW i showroom will remain a permanent 
fixture on Park Lane. 
   To learn more about BMW Group’s partnership with the London 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and its designation as a Sus-
tainability Partner of LOCOG, visit the dedicated press page 
www.press.bmwgroup.co.uk. To learn more about the BMW Per-
formance Team, Olympic technology projects and BMW’s partner-
ship with the USOC and NGBs USA Bobsled & Skeleton, US 
Speedskating, USA Swimming and USA Track & Field, visit http://
www.bmwusanews.com/TeamUSA. 
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BMW i8 Wins Crown as the 2012 Concept Vehicle of the 
Year   the Ultimate Driving Machine of the Future   Woodcliff 
Lake, NJ   July 12, 2012   BMW takes the 2012 Concept Car of the 
Year Award with its i8 Concept Spyder. This award marks BMW’s 
fourth competition as a category finalist and the brand’s second visit 
to the awards podium at the eleventh annual North American Con-
cept Vehicle of the Year Awards announced today. The Concept Car 
category recognizes those vehicles where passenger carrying is the 
primary intent.  
   The awards recognize those vehicles most likely to shape the fu-
ture of the automobile industry. This year, more than two dozen ju-
rors participated in a selection process that involved a total of 34 
vehicles, each introduced to North America during this season’s auto 
shows in Los Angeles, Detroit, Chicago, Toronto, and New York. 
   The awards are given to the best Production Preview Vehicle, Con-
cept Car, Concept Truck, and Most Significant Concept Vehicle of 
each auto show season. To be eligible for the awards, a concept vehi-
cle must make its North American debut during the current model 
year’s auto show season. With the exception of those vehicles in the 
Production Preview category, qualified nominees must represent an 
advanced design and /or engineering concept, rather than being a 
show version of a current production model.  

   These awards 
are unique in 
that they are 
judged by a 
diverse panel 
of automotive 
journalists 
from through-
out North 
America, and 
considered in 
the specific 
context of the 
North Ameri-
can market. “With lines that remind me of icy water in a mountain 
stream, the BMW i8 takes open top driving into a new realm of envi-
ronmental responsibility, with the mission of the ultimate driving 
machine firmly embedded,” said juror Bill Schaffer. Juror Chris 
Poole states, “The i8 concept wraps innovative construction and 
powertrain technologies in a functional, eye-catching new design 
language that will be exclusive to the upcoming eco sub-brand it 
previews. It's an impressive blend of supercar style and speed with 

BMW Team RLL Finish Fourth and Eighth at Grand Prix of 
Mosport    Woodcliff Lake, N.J.    July 22, 2012   BMW Team 
RLL persevered through today’s 2.45-hour American Le Mans Se-
ries Grand Prix of Mosport to finish fourth and eighth in the GT 
class. Limited by technical regulations that have reduced the M3 
GT’s top speed, the fans that lined Mosport’s 2.459 miles were un-
able to watch the 2010 and 2011 GT class champions in their famil-
iar positions at the front of the field. 
   Joey Hand and Dirk Müller were fourth at the checkered flag in the 
No. 56 M3 GT to stay third in the GT driver standings. Müller 
started the car from the sixth position and ran as high as third before 
pitting on lap 30 for fuel and tires. On lap 62 he pitted to turn the car 
over to Joey Hand. Hand pitted once more for tires and fuel in the 
final 49 laps of the race, but was un-
able to move up to a podium finishing 
position for the third consecutive race. 
   Bill Auberlen and Jörg Müller fin-
ished eighth in the No. 55 M3 GT. 
Auberlen started the car from the third 
spot and took advantage of the race’s 
first caution period to pit for fuel and 
tires on lap 14. Running as high as 
second he was only seven seconds 
behind the class leader at the one hour 
mark. Forced to the pits under green 
on lap 51 for new tires he handed off 
to Jörg Müller who returned to the 
race in the ninth spot one lap down to 
the leaders. Müller moved up to sixth before needing new tires just 
before the two-hour mark. He rejoined the race in the eight spot, 
holding that position to the checkered flag. Auberlen and Müller 
remain sixth in GT driver points. 
   “Overall a tough day for BMW Team RLL,” said Jay O’Connell, 
Rahal Letterman Lanigan VP Technology. “We took some risk in 
qualifying with the No. 55 M3 GT. We were executing the strategy, 
but unfortunately we had to pit and get some more tires on the car. 
All four drivers did a good job today and did their best to make up 
for the pace. We are down by 4 to 6 kph on the straights due to regu-
lations. The guys are just driving really hard on the corners to try and 
make up the pace, but it's definitely pushing the tires hard.” 
 

Joey Hand, driver No. 56 M3 GT – “It was obvious that we didn't 

have the pace today. We did what we had to do to get as many points 
as possible, and on that front we executed really well. We are really, 
really not competitive on the straights. Everyone can pass us wher-
ever they choose. We have to work so hard everywhere else and it’s 
too hard on the car. It will be tougher at the next tracks, but this team 
is, for sure, not giving up. We just need to continue to focus forward 
as Bobby would say and work on the next races.” 
 
Dirk Müller, driver No. 56 M3 GT – “I think everyone has seen 
that we've had a tough weekend, but we never gave up. P4 was the 
maximum we could have achieved. It was a tough race. We played it 
lap by lap and in the end we were able to gain on second place in the 
championship because of tough luck for one of our competitors. 

Quite a few times today I was quicker than 
a car in the corners but on the straights, 
once I'm behind I get dirty air and can't 
drive behind them. If they are behind they 
can slipstream on the straights and get by.” 
Bill Auberlen, driver No. 55 M3 GT – 
“We put our car up on the ragged edge to 
try and get the lap time back. These guys 
are so good at making the time, but you 
can't make everything live like that. Tire 
wise, brake wise, you name it, we got it on 
the ragged edge, and you can't make it to 
the end of races like that in one piece. 
They have to balance this thing up, from 
the series point of view, that would make 

life a little more even, and that's the way it should be.” 
Jörg Müller, driver No. 55 M3 GT – “We had a very good qualify-
ing and that was promising, but during the race we started to get into 
trouble. We tried to pit early to get out of the rhythm of the others. 
We got stuck coming out of the pits behind slower cars. I was stuck 
behind one car for 15 laps. Mosport is a narrow circuit so it is tough. 
You always lose your down force following someone into these fast 
corners so you can never really close in. It's nearly impossible to 
overtake and you can lose 20 to 30 seconds. The race was over for us 
at that point. 
   Round six of the 2012 American Le Mans Series will be held Sat-
urday, August 4th at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, in Lexington, 
OH. 
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