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Your input is encouraged!   
Magazine submissions dead-
line is the first of each month 
prior to publication. 

w w w . g g c B M w c c a . o r g

July 2,1969-2011 Golden Gate Chapter
Celebrating 42 years of BMW enthusiasm in the 
Golden Gate region.

Chapter Email List:
The Golden Gate Chapter has created an email 

list from the National BMW CCA database to send 
out event announcements that don’t make it into 
print. We promise to respect your time and limit the 
frequency of these messages to one or two a month.

This email list is sent to all Golden Gate chapter 
members who choose to provide an email address 
to the BMW CCA when they joined or renewed 
their membership. You have the option to add or 
remove your address from this list at any time. To 
add your email address visit http://lists.ggcbmwcca.
org/mailman/listinfo/announce and follow the di-
rections. To remove your address go to http://lists.
ggcbmwcca.org/mailman/options/announce, enter 
your email address and click on the unsubscribe 
button. There is no password.

Classified Advertising Submissions:
Our online Classified Ads are free to all cur-

rent BMW CCA members.  To submit an ad, 
please visit Golden Gate chapter’s website: 
www.ggcbmwcca.org. This magazine no longer 
accepts classified ads for print.

Publishing
Die Flüsternde Bombe is produced monthly (except 

for combined issues Nov/Dec and Jan/Feb). Article/
photo submission deadline is the first day of each 
month prior to publication. Submissions go to the 
Assignments Editor at: AE@ggcbmwcca.org.

Commercial Advertising: 
This publication is read monthly by over 4,500 

BMW enthusiasts in Northern California. Deadline 
for new ad artwork is the fifth day of each month 
prior to publication. Please submit artwork to the 
Advertising Manager.

Commercial adver tisers are responsible for 
supplying their own ad copy. All commercial 
advertising must be paid in advance. Contact 
the Adver tising Manager for fur ther details: 
Advertising@ggcbmwcca.org.  Please note, this 
publication is sent Bulk Rate USPS.

For Web or Email-blast advertising rates, please 
contact the Advertising Manager.

Commit to: 1 issue 2-3 issues 4-7 issues 8-10 issues
Inside black and white ads:

Full page  $344  $327  $310  $275 

1/2 page  $188  $179  $169  $150 

1/4 page  $135  $125  $113  $105 

Bus. card  $  88  $ 84  $  79  $  70 

Inside color ads:
Full page  $500  $475  $450  $400

1/2 page  $263  $250  $237  $210 

Specified Placement fee:  25% of ad cost/mo. 

Inside front/back cover (color):

Full page $513 $488 $462 $410

Back Cover:   $775  $737 $698 $620
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A BMW in the pits 
reflects the mood of night 
racing at the 25 Hours of 
Thunderhill.
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By Kelly Collins, Vice President

ACROSS THE BOARD
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www.europeanautosource.com

www.bavauto.com

www.autoindividual.com

www.pelicanparts.com

Servicing BMW's in Campbell since 1990

408-379-7828

BMW Scheduled Inspections and Service 
Preventive Maintenance, Repairs and 
Upgrades for:

Engine

Transmission and Driveline
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Brakes

25 S. Central Ave in Campbell, California

We are passionate about BMW's and it shows in our work
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A s I drove home from work tonight, sitting 
in traffic on I-280, I began wondering 
what 2011 has in store for us. We are 

just a few months into the new year, but change is all 
around! As many of you know, several of our long-time 
volunteers hung up their keys in 2010. Over the years, 
they had devoted many long hours to chapter busi-
ness: improving and streamlining processes to make 
our events run smoother, brainstorming ways to make 
events even more enjoyable, and poring over budgets 
and spreadsheets to make sure we could still deliver the 
same great events, while maintaining costs. We greatly 
appreciate the many years of service they gave to our 
chapter and its various social and driving programs. 
With a fond farewell to those volunteers—and to 2010—
we welcome 2011 as a time of change—and new faces. 

Our car-control-clinic team—now managed by Canyon 
Chan—welcomes Mark Magee to our ranks. Mark is a 
long-time chapter member who, after a long hiatus, became 
active again in our driving schools, instructing with our 
car-control clinics, and racing with Club Racing. He has 
recently stepped up to help plan and manage the car-control 
clinics along with Canyon.

Our autocross program welcomes Jeff Roberts as 
autocross coordinator. Jeff is a regular driving-school 
participant who had never attended autocross until just 

last year. After his first event, he was hooked! He jumped 
in with both feet and picked up the reins where Matt Visser 
and Kris Linquist left off. Jeff will have help from Rodger 
Ball, who is no stranger to GGC autocross, formerly serving 
as autocross-classification “spreadsheet slayer.” Rodger’s 
vacated position will be filled by Daniel McCormick, 
another regular on the autocross scene, but a new face in our 
official ranks of program managers and event coordinators.

The chapter also gained a new Monterey area rep: Mark 
Radovan. He endured a nearly three-hour board meeting 
recently, and still happily volunteered to take on the role 
of planning local social events for our members on the 
Monterey Peninsula.

My hope is that by introducing 
these new faces and telling you a 
bit about their backgrounds, it will 
inspire some of you out there to get 
involved in this great chapter. Don’t 
forget, each one of us started as the 
newbie at one point!

Make this your year of change. 
Sign up for a chapter event, come 
introduce yourself to the new faces 
of our various programs, and have 
some fun!  
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To add an event to the calendar, email your information to:  
CommunicationsManager@ggcbmwcca.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Connect With Us
www.ggcbmwcca.org/?page=subscribe

www.ggcbmwcca.org

http://tinyurl.com/GGC-BMW-CCA-fan
http://tinyurl.com/BMWccaFacebook

http://tinyurl.com/BMWccaLinkedIn

BMW CCA 
Website

www.bmwcca.org
www.bmwccaOfest.org

http://twit ter.com/ggcbmwccaautox
http://twit ter.com/bmwcca

TM

GGC Website 
& Calendar

GGC-Monthly 
e-Blast Mailing

 x MARCH
Mar 5 SLO Tech Session GG Chpt 
Coast BMW, San Luis Obispo Dennis Harrold 
www.ggcbmwcca.org sloarearep@ggcbmwcca.org
Mar 13 Double-Header Tour GG Chpt 
Blackhawk Museum, Danville Mike Zampiceni 
www.ggcbmwcca.org socialdirector@ggcbmwcca.org
Mar 14 Laguna Seca Driving School GG Chpt 
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Salinas Kelly Collins 
www.ggcbmwcca.org trackschools@ggcbmwcca.org
Mar 16 Board meeting GG Chpt 
Round Table Pizza, San Mateo Donna Seeley 
www.ggcbmwcca.org president@ggcbmwcca.org
Mar 26 Oxnard Car Museum GG Chpt 
Mullin / Murphy Museum Dennis Harrold 
www.ggcbmwcca.org sloarearep@ggcbmwcca.org

 x APRIL
Apr 9 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Rodger Ball & Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

 x MAY
May 1 Rio Vista Railroad Tour GG Chpt 
Fairfield & Rio Vista Mike Zampiceni 
www.ggcbmwcca.org socialdirector@ggcbmwcca.org
May 14 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Rodger Ball & Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
May 21 Bay Area 02 Swap and Show GG Chpt  
Brisbane Marina Larry Ayers 
www.bayarea02.com martiayers@att.net 

 x JUNE
Jun 4-5 Sonoma Historic Motorsports Festival 
General Racing Infineon Raceway, Sonoma  
http://generalracing.com 
Jun 11 Autocross GG Chpt 
Great America, Santa Clara Rodger Ball & Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

Jun 26 Palo Alto Concours d’Elegance PA Lions Club 
Stanford University, Palo Alto  Tammi Hull  
www.paconcours.com treasurer@ggcbmwcca.org

 x JULY
Jul 9 Car-Control Clinic GG Chpt 
Candlestick Park, San Francisco CCC Team 
www.ggcbmwcca.org CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org
Jul 10 Autocross GG Chpt 
Candlestick Park, San Francisco Rodger Ball & Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
Jul 23 Poetic Wine Tour GG Chpt 
Poetic Cellars, Soquel Jeff Cowan & Laura Ness 
www.ggcbmwcca.org pacificrvp@bmwcca.org

 x AUGUST
Aug 19-21 *BMW Festorics GG Chpt 
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Salinas BMW CCA 
www.ggcbmwcca.org LindaA@bmwcca.org
Aug 20 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Rodger Ball & Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

 x SEPTEMBER
Sep 24 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Rodger Ball & Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

 x OCTOBER
Oct 10-16 *BMW CCA Oktoberfest BMW CCA 
Barber Motorsports Park, Birmingham, AL Linda Axelson 
www.bmwccaofest.org LindaA@bmwcca.org
Oct 15 Car-Control Clinic GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina CCC Team 
www.ggcbmwcca.org CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 16 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Rodger Ball & Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

 x NOVEMBER
Nov 5-6 Thunderhill Driving School GG Chpt 
Thunderhill Raceway Park, Willows Kelly Collins 
www.ggcbmwcca.org TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org
Nov 12 Top Driver Shootout GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Matt Visser & Kris Linquist 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

* Indicates a regional or national Club event

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW CHAPTER LOGO CHOSEN

In the last issue, we told you that the BMW Group had 
laid down the law about an updated logo layout for all the 
BMW car clubs worldwide, and that we were in the process 
of deciding on a design. Those three designs were posted 
and were to be voted on at the January board meeting. Well, 
we’ve decided to go with Logo Choice A for our updated 
chapter logo. You might notice that the graphic is a slight 
variation of our past logo’s graphic; we are waiting for it to 
be approved by National before we can declare it our new 
official chapter identity! Our thanks go out to Percy Chow 
for his time and creativity in coming up with the logo and 
the other logo choices!

CARS OF GGC CALENDAR
Run, don’t walk, to puchase your 2011 Cars of GGC 

calendar for only $16.49! You can find it at the Golden Gate 
Chapter store at http://tiny.cc/2011_CarsOfGGC.

WANTED: AUTOCROSS 
COURSE DESIGNERS

Ever thought you had a great layout idea for an autocross 
course? Well, now is your chance—we are currently accept-
ing course designs for the 2011 autocross season! Designers 
of the selected courses will receive one free autocross! The 
only catch is that designers are asked to show up early to 
the autocross to help set up their course, of course. We 
need courses for Marina, Great America, and Candlestick.

Submit your course designs to autocross@ggcbmwcca.org.

GGC SEEKS AUTOCROSS VOLUNTEERS
Our new autocross coordinators for 2011, Rodger Ball 

and Jeff Roberts, are looking for volunteers to help out at 
our monthly autocross events. Assistance is needed with 
setup and breakdown of the course, timing-and-scoring 
devices, communication devices, and other on-site prepara-
tion duties at each of the autocross venues that we plan to 
use this year. If you are interested in volunteering, please 
send an email to autocross@ggcbmwcca.org.

MARCH BOARD MEETING
March 16, 7:00 p.m.
Round Table Pizza, 1304 W. Hillsdale Blvd., San Mateo
Donna Seeley, president@ggcbmwcca.org

Board meetings are open to all members; they’re a great 
way to get involved with your chapter! Come join us for 
some lively conversation!

BAY AREA CAR-CLUB KART CHALLENGE
March 5, 8:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
LeMans Karting, Burlingame
Kris Linquist, SouthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

Eleven teams of five racers each will represent their 
respective car clubs in the Bay Area’s first ever car-club-

kart-racing challenge. Which car club has the fastest 
drivers: Porsche, BMW, Audi, Lotus, Corvette, or Ferrari 
Club? NASA, SCCA or HOD? Sign up and settle the score!

GGC will be fielding a team for the Bay Area Car Club 
Challenge, hosted by LeMans Karting.

 The goal of this 2.5-hour enduro is simple: race wheel-
to-wheel against some of the best drivers in the area for 
bragging rights, and a chance to win the title of Bay Area 
Car-Club-Challenge Champion! You must be a current 
car-club member to participate.

Agenda:
•  8:00 a.m.: team sign-ins
•  8:30 a.m.: drivers meeting
•  9:00 a.m.: practice
•   9:30–12:00 p.m.: Enduro race—first team 

to get the checkered flag wins!
There will be a taco truck outside LeMans Karting from 

12:00–1:00 p.m. for lunch.

SLO TECH SESSION
March 5, 10:00 a.m.
Coast BMW, 12100 Los Osos Blvd, San Luis Obispo
Dennis Harrold, SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

This tech session, hosted by Coast BMW, will cover 
the tech-inspection process  required for chapter driving 
schools. A BMW 335i will be used as the demonstration 
vehicle as we cover the tech inspection process. This is also 
great way to go over the important points in maintaining 
the performance of our machines.

EAST BAY AREA: DOUBLE-
HEADER TOUR
March 13, 9:30 a.m.
Blackhawk Museum, Danville
Mike Zampiceni, SocialDirector@ggcbmwcca.org

It’s been a few years since we’ve visited the elegant 
Blackhawk automobile museum in Danville, so it must be 
time! Join us for a double-header: a driving tour on some 
pleasant East Bay back roads, then a docent-led tour of the 
Blackhawk Museum.

We will gather at 9:30 a.m. in Sunol at the south parking 
lot across from the Niles Canyon Railway depot at 6 Kilkare 
Road. After signing the waivers, we’ll have a drivers’ meet-
ing at 9:45 a.m. and leave promptly at 10:00.

The route will take us along scenic Palomares and Crow 
Canyon roads and end at the museum. We’ll then convene in 
the lobby at 11:00 a.m. for the tour. Admission is $10 for adults, 
$7 for students (with valid ID), and $7 for seniors (65 and older). 

After the tour, you’ll have about an hour before our 
lunch to peruse anything else you’d like to see in the 
museum, such as the special exhibit of American jukeboxes. 
For those who care to, we’ll step over to the Blackhawk 
Grille at 1:00 p.m. for lunch.

RSVP for the tour and/or lunch. Please indicate the 
number in your party, and provide a contact number in 
case of last-minute changes. Meawhile, check the online 
calendar or the monthly Upcoming Events emails for any 
changes to the itinerary.

Since this is mostly an indoor event, the show will go 
on rain or shine.
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CHUCKWALLA DRIVING SCHOOL
March 19-20
Chuckwalla Valley Raceway, Desert Center
Andre Pantic, ApexAndre@ymail.com

Join the San Diego Chapter in the inaugural BMW CCA 
driving school at this new track east of Palm Desert. Visit 
the www.sdbmwcca.com for more details.

SO CAL AREA: OXNARD 
CAR MUSEUM TOUR
March 26, 9:00 a.m.
Oxnard
Dennis Harrold, SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

Join us for a visit to the Mullin and Murphy classic 
automobile collections in Oxnard. An RSVP is required, 
since this will be a large group.

This is a joint event with the Central Coast Chapter of 
the Porsche Club. Advance tickets are required for the Mul-
lin, but they can be purchased online. We have 40 tickets 
reserved at this time, but there is room for more.

The tour will depart from Panera Bread, 540 E. Bet-
teravia Road, in Santa Maria at 9:00 sharp, and caravan to 
Yolanda’s in Oxnard for lunch at 11:30.

We will arrive at the Mullin about 1:00, which is cur-
rently featuring the gorgeous “French Curves Collection” of 
Delahayes, Hispano Suizas, and Talbot Lagos, plus Bugatti 
and Delage race cars. Afterwards we head to the nearby 
Murphy Museum, a smaller collection of traditional classic 
and muscle cars.

Those with time for a sporting drive can take route 33 
north out of Ojai on the way back.

GGC AUTOCROSS
April 9, 8:00 a.m.
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina
Rodger Ball and Jeff Roberts, autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
www.bmwautocross.com

Autocross events are low- to medium-speed auto-racing 
events that are often run in parking lots and on airport run-
ways. Generally, a course will be defined using traffic cones. 
One driver at a time negotiates a course laid out with the cones, 
or pylons, testing their skill against the clock. Time penalties 
are charged for disturbing cones, with a penalty of one second 
per cone. Generally, each driver takes six to seven runs at an 
event, and is awarded the best time of all runs taken.

Autocross is an inexpensive, safe way to experience rac-
ing. It develops your driving ability, and helps you discover 
your car’s capabilities and limitations—making you a better, 
safer driver on the road. Many would-be race drivers use 
it as a jumping-off point into the sport of road racing, but 
the greatest thrill of autocross is the challenge of beating 
your own time. It’s fun! Want to read more? Check out 
our Autocross Primer at www.ggcbmwcca under Driving 
Events Overview, or visit www.bmwautocross.com.

Non-BMWs are allowed to participate, but all partici-
pants must be BMW CCA members. If you are not currently 
a member, you can add a BMW CCA membership during 
the registration process and pay during checkout.

We no longer accept on-site registration. Event cost is 
$45 (a sack lunch is optional for an extra $5). Our lunch 
break is only 30 minutes long. You must return on time! The 
drivers’ meeting begins at 9:00 a.m.; if you miss the drivers’ 
meeting you will not be allowed to participate in the event.

2011 Season Dates:
May 14: Marina
June 11: Great America
July 10:  Candlestick
Aug 20: Marina

Sept 24: Marina
Oct 16: Marina
Nov 12: Marina 
(Top Driver Shootout)

NORTH BAY AREA: EXPLORE 
THE UNKNOWN 
April 9
Santa Rosa to Winters
Mark Feinberg, NorthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

This driving tour will feature a beautiful day of explor-
ing the back roads between Napa Valley and the Sacramento 
Valley, up from Santa Rosa to Winters through Clearlake, 
and ending back in Santa Rosa.

Come and enjoy roads less traveled, and experience the feel 
of rural California while still in the back yard of the Bay Area.

WESTERN RAILWAY MUSEUM TOUR
May 1, 9:00 a.m.
Western Railway Museum, Suisun
Mike Zampiceni, SocialDirector@ggcbmwcca.org

Ever been to the Western Railway Museum between 
Fairfield and Rio Vista? It’s a fascinating place, with lots 
of vintage trains and associated memorabilia. This time of 
year is a great time to visit the museum, because it’s after 
the rainy season, but before the summer heat arrives. We 
welcome the addition of Sacramento Valley Chapter, who 
will meet us along the route.

Be sure to pack a picnic lunch before you arrive at our 
initial meeting place—East Bay BMW—at 9:00. After signing 
waivers and having a brief drivers’ meeting, we’ll leave 
promptly at 9:30. 

Our route takes us on some great back roads! At around 
10:30 we’ll meet the Sacramento group in Discovery Bay; from 
there we’ll caravan together up Hwy 160 along the Sacramento 
River, then head west on Hwy 12 in Rio Vista to the museum.

Upon our arrival, you’ll have free time to chat, look 
at exhibits, or do whatever you’d like. At 12:30 we’ll hop 
aboard a vintage train for a 50-minute interurban ride. 
When we return, you’ll have time to sit in the shaded picnic 
area and enjoy the picnic lunch you’ve brought.

Admission is $10 for adults, $9 for seniors (over 65), and 
$7 for children (ages 2–14).

Please RSVP to social director Mike Zampiceni by 
Thursday, April 28, and include your phone number in case 
of last-minute changes.

MT. DIABLO AND MT. HAMILTON TOUR 
May 7, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Mount Diablo and Mount Hamilton
Ian Dunn, MembershipChair@ggcbmwcca.org

Join us for a day-long drive as we take on the fun 
and challenging curves and twists of the roads to Mount 
Hamilton and Mount Diablo. This tour will take about 8.5  

hours, including the various stops along the way. Note: It 
is likely that we’ll have encounters with cyclists, hikers, or 
even horses, so none of the roads are particularly suited 
to high-speed driving—leave that for the on-track driving 
schools and the Autobahn.

We’ll depart from the Starbucks at 2990 East Capitol 
Expressway in San Jose. Please bring the printed map and 
directions (see below) when you meet us at our starting point 
at 8:00 a.m. The drivers’ meeting begins at 8:45, and the tour 
departs at 9:00 a.m. sharp. Don’t be late!

We’ll have a late lunch at 2:00 p.m., so plan to pack 
some snacks.

RSVP to Ian Dunn on or before May 4. The MtnTour_Direc-
tions.pdf can be found on the GGC calendar page listing.

BIMMERFEST 2011
May 14
Rose Bowl, Pasadena
www.bimmerfest.com/bmw-events/

Bimmerfest returns to the Rose Bowl in Pasadena! The 
event organizers have secured Lot H at the Rose Bowl for 
2011, which will allow part of the show to be on the grass. 

Event fee: $20 per BMW to park in the show, $10 per 
person to walk in, kids 12 and under are free.

SONOMA HISTORIC 
MOTORSPORTS FESTIVAL
June 4-5 
Infineon Raceway, Sonoma
General Racing, Ltd., www.generalracing.com/

Enjoy the show of more than 300 vintage racing cars, span-
ning every decade of the 20th Century and including pre-war 
sports and racing cars, sports-racing cars, formula cars, and 
historic Trans-Am, historic Can-Am, IMSA GTP, FIA GT, and 
Grand National cars. McLaren is the featured marque in 2011.

AUTO CLUB SPEEDWAY 
DRIVING SCHOOL
June 10, 2011
Auto Club Speedway, Fontana
Delight Lucas and Roger Scilley, DJLucas@cox.net 

The LA Chapter’s next high-performance-driving school 
is at Auto Club Speedway—also known as Cal Speedway—in 
the northeast Los Angeles area.

Visit www.bmwclubla.org/calendar.php for more details.

CLUB RACE AT INFINEON RACEWAY
June 11-12
Infineon Raceway, Sonoma
Tamara Hull, treasurer@ggcbmwcca.org 

Come enjoy the thrill of watching wheel-to-wheel racing! 
Come on out and show your support for our Club Racers.

GGC SUMMER PICNIC
June 18
Bell Residence, Los Altos Hills
Mike Zampiceni, SocialDirector@ggcbmwcca.org 

Please join us for our chapter’s annual summer picnic, 
preceded by an optional driving tour through the Santa 
Cruz mountains.

Tour: meets at 9:00 a.m. at Cañada College
Barbeque Party: starts at 12:00 p.m. in Los Altos Hills
This event is open to all members and is a great intro-

ductory event for first-time Club participants. You can 
choose to participate in the driving tour, the barbeque 
party, or both. All you need is your car, a full tank of gas, 
and a swimsuit. The tour will take place on public roads 
and will be driven at a spirited pace—but please save your 
racer aspirations for the track.

To participate in the tour, gather at Lot 2 at Cañada Col-
lege anytime after 9:00 a.m. to socialize and sign waivers. 
Everyone, including passengers, must sign waivers, and 
parents must sign for their children. At 9:45 we’ll have a 
drivers’ meeting, and depart promptly at 10:00 to traverse 
some engaging roads through our mountainous peninsula. 
We’ll arrive at the Bell’s residence at approximately noon.

Dave and Bonnie Bell have once again graciously invited 
the chapter to their home for a barbecue and pool party. 
The feast awaiting us will include ribs, grilled chicken, 
potato salad, mixed green salad, rolls, and baked beans. 
After gorging yourself, you can cool off in the pool or relax 
in the hot tub.

To participate in the barbeque party, you’ll need to 
register online via the calendar listing at our website. 
Registration will open on or before May 1. The cost per 
person is $32.

This is always a very popular and well-attended event. 
Don’t miss out!

BMW FEATURED: PALO ALTO 
CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE
June 26, 7:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Stanford Campus, at Sand Hill Rd. and Stock Farm Rd. 
 (by Stanford Hospital)
Tammi Hull, treasurer@ggcbmwcca.org 
www.paconcours.com 

For the first time in the 45-year history of the Palo Alto 
Concours d’Elegance, BMW is the featured European 
marque. This show dates back to 1967, when the Palo Alto 
Host Lions Club organized and sponsored the first Palo 
Alto Concours d’Elegance in order to raise money to help 
communities. Over the years, the concours has grown into 
a magnificent event with acres of exquisite cars, and has 
raised well in excess of $1,000,000 for approximately 35 local 
community organizations.

As BMW is the featured marque, your BMW might just 
be one of the many we’ll see on display this year. Show your 
own BMW, or simply take in the sights of pristine special 
and collector vehicles, which can span from Pebble Beach 
winners to new Italian exotica, to Japanese “rice rockets,” 
to collectable military vehicles, to vintage travel trailers 
restored beyond new.

Bring out those vintage BMWs! GGC is seeking a nice 
range of the older BMWs: pre-war, 501, 502, 503, 507, Isetta, 
Glas, 1500, 1600, 1800, 2000, 2002, Bavarias, Threes, Fives, 
Sixes, Sevens, and of course, any M1—anything manufac-
tured before 1986. BMW race cars of any age are requested 
for display as well. The official deadline for entering your 
car with the concours is coming up soon, so contact Tammi 
Hull before April 1. Letters of acceptance or rejection will be 
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mailed by June 1, 2011. There will also be a separate BMW 
parking corral for vehicles of any age.

Interested in judging? If you are a member who would 
like to be a volunteer judge for this event (or you’d like to 
become an official SCCA Concours judge), contact Tammi. 

Baby photos: Please contact Tammi before April 1 if you 
have a photo of your BMW that would be appropriate for 
the official concours program.

You don’t want miss this event!
Information and applications are at www.PAconcours.com.

BUTTONWILLOW DRIVING SCHOOL
July 2-3
Buttonwillow Raceway Park, Buttonwillow
Peter Kwan

Find your place in the sun at Central California Chapter’s 
HPDE just northwest of Bakersfield.

Visit www.cccbmwcca.org for more details.

CAR-CONTROL CLINIC
July 9, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Candlestick Park, San Francisco
CCC Team, CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org 

Join us at Candlestick Park for our car-control clinic. 
You will learn the basics of performance-car control by 
participating in slalom, skid pad, and emergency-avoidance 
exercises with instruction. The car-control clinic is a day-
long event that consists of three low-speed exercises: a skid 
pad, a slalom course, and a braking and accident-avoidance 
simulation. These exercises will better prepare you for situ-
ations on the track, as well as in everyday driving. 

NOTE: This car-control clinic is a pre-requisite for all first-
timers (with no previous on-track driving experience) who 
plan to attend our Laguna Seca driving school on March 14.

Event cost is $110 for BMW CCA members and $158 for 
non-members (price includes a one-year BMW CCA mem-
bership). Lunch is included. If you plan to attend, please 
read our event overview!

SOUTH BAY AREA: POETIC WINE TOUR
July 23
Poetic Cellars, Soquel
Jeff Cowan and Laura Ness, PacificRVP@bmwcca.org

Feeling lyrical? Find your rhythm with a spirited drive 
through the Santa Cruz Mountains that includes a stop for 
a catered lunch buffet, vineyards tour, and wine-tasting at 
Poetic Cellars Winery in Soquel.

Poetic Cellars is located on 36 pastoral acres in the 
magestic Santa Cruz Mountains. One of the newest wineries 
in the area, it is set amid the rolling, oak-studded hills and 
the solitude of a country estate. This is the perfect place to 
relax and enjoy fine wine in an unhurried, tranquil atmo-
sphere. Winemaker Katy Lovell is dedicated to creating 
poetry in the bottle from the finest sources she can farm 
and find.

Arriving at the winery, we will take a short tour of the 
vineyards, and then sample wines paired specifically for 
our catered lunch buffet.

The price is $23 per person, which includes the tasting 
fee and the lunch buffet of hummus with pita and veg-
etables, grilled sausages, Summer Fiesta potato salad, and 
Asian chicken salad. Registration opens soon. 

Watch the website for updated details.

BMW FESTORICS
August 19-21
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Salinas
Linda Axelson, LindaA@bmwcca.org 
www.festorics.org 

The Festorics weekend is an affair you won’t want to 
miss! Come on out to see beautiful vintage cars, watch 
amazing classic race cars in action, and be a part of the 
biggest historic-car celebration in the West. Set for August 
19-21 during the Monterey Classic Car Week, our BMW 
CCA Festorics adventure starts on Friday with the Summer 
Concours, organized by the Central Cal chapter. The Leg-
ends of the Autobahn—the BMW, Mercedes, and Porsche 
clubs—makes for a beautiful sea of German machinery 
spread out over the greens of Rancho Cañada’s golf course 
in Carmel Valley. 

Afterwards you can attend the BMW CCA banquet at 
the Rancho Cañada Country Club, or the insiders’ tour 
of the whole Monterey weekend. Saturday and Sunday 
features a two-day parking corral with hospitality tents 
overlooking Laguna Seca’s Turn Five for the Rolex Monterey 
Motorsports Reunion (formerly known as the Monterey 
Historic Automobile Races). 

Sponsored by Liberty Mutual Insurance and the BMW 
CCA, this annual event celebrates the mystique of BMW 
and our appreciation for the marque—and the Festorics 
package includes the opportunity to buy all your tickets 
from one convenient source!

BMW CCA OKTOBERFEST 2011
October 10-16
Barber Motorsports Park, Birmingham, AL
Linda Axelson, LindaA@bmwcca.org
www.bmwccaOfest.org

So much to do, so little time! There are five days of driv-
ing school to choose from, a TSD rally, car-control clinic, 
Club Racing school, fun rally, concours, etc.

Registration opens March 1. Book your hotel reserva-
tions now!

NORTH BAY AREA: THE 
LOST COAST TOUR
October 15
Mark Feinberg, NorthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

Have youy heard of California’s Lost Coast? Been there? 
This will be the pinacle driving event of the North Bay 
region for 2011. Plan on arriving Friday night, then enjoying 
the terrain of the Lost Coast with us on Saturday and finish 
the day with the group for dinner. 

More details to follow on this amazing tour!  

I’m still a bit bleary from my Thanksgiving 
tryptophan hangover as I pour my first 
cup o’ joe and settle back into my work 

space the Monday after. In the lull before the 
caffeine kicks in and my brain shifts into gear 
for work, I scroll through Facebook to see 
what my pals have been up to. Flipping past the 
posts of “My kid spent Thanksgiving weekend 
throwing up the big meal Nana made” and “I 
camped out at Best Buy overnight and ended 
up with a lousy DVD player,” I’m riveted by one 
entry: “Getting ready for the 25!”

Oh, man, the eighth annual 25 Hours of 
Thunderhill! Envy clouds my brain as I envi-

sion a week-
end on the race track, 
a marathon without sleep or letup. I 
can see it now: Red eyes straining through 
the dark windshield, fatigued fingers gripping 
the wheel, the resonant growl of the engine 
as I row through the gears again and again. 
Yeah—I want to be there!

By Percy Chow (with the help of Anthony Zwain, and the gang at Edge Motorworks/Speed Trapp Racing)

Photos by IngosImages.com, unless otherwise noted.

Charles Roberts

When the rest of us are recovering from Thanksgiving, the racers plan an all-nighter. 
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Suddenly time shifts: It’s December 4, and 
this looks like Willows. The track is cold, rainy, and a 
little foggy—nothing uncommon for a winter weekend 
at Thunderhill. I touch the rear fender of the #89 E30 
BMW 325i, snake my finger along the Speed Trapp Rac-
ing logo, look up to see the familiar faces of the Edge 
Motorworks mechanics around me.

I’m wearing the same gray team sweatshirt. There’s a 
swarm of people around us as we stand among the long 
lineup of race cars parked two abreast on the starting 
grid—teams waiting to spend the next 25 hours together 
in race heaven and misery. We step into a daunting field; 
just about every other car manufacturer seems to be 

represented here, too—Honda, Mazda, Porsche, Toyota, 
Ford, Jager Super Truck… wait! Maybe this is a dream; a 
NASCAR truck at marathon road race?!

With our scrappy team of volunteer mechanics, sup-
porters, and drivers, we’re racing in the E0 class. We’re 
ready, thanks to Eddie at Apex Performance Parts and 
sponsorship from Hoosier. Our race car’s got some new 
ARC wheels and R6 Hoosier rubber, and we’ve got a 
canopy to huddle under, too—and we’re gonna need it, 
as it’s bound to be a cold, long, damp 25 hours. 

The green flag drops at 11:00 a.m. and the race is on. 
Of our team’s six drivers, only three have had any time 
behind the wheel of this E30, let alone a full endurance 

race. The sporadic rain throughout the event—
coupled with the cold—makes for hazardous 
driving. In the fourth hour, a couple of E3-class 
cars tangle; Honda Performance Development’s 
class-leading CR-Z battles with a Mazda Miata 
Cage Racing—it ends with the CR-Z on its roof 
at the inside approach of Turn Three, and a full-
course caution. Bad for them—but the yellow-flag 
laps provide a breather in the action on track. Our 
support team takes a minute to warm up on some 
of the ever-present soup, chili, and coffee in the 
motorhome provided by Team Track Concierge.

As the day wears into the night, the rain keeps 
coming down. Cars are slipping and sliding in 
every corner, bringing out plenty of yellow cau-
tion flags. But the Edge Motorworks/Speed Trapp 
team presses on, making stops only for fuel, driver 
swaps, and tire changes. The rock-solid durability 
of the car is a testament to the mechanics’ pre-race 
preparation and the on-the-fly surgical prowess of 
the support team.

Coffee and Rock Star are freely flowing, and a 
bathroom is always too far away. I look at Donnie—
one of our drivers—and laugh; he’s driving great 
today, but I wonder if he’d rather be in his warm 
office at Durtworks than here—cold and shivering 
under the canopy waiting for his next stint.

The 25-hour event is proving pretty harsh on 
the cars; halfway through the race, many teams 
have retired, for various reasons. We hear a report 

BMW teams participating 
in the 25 hour race 
 (not the six hour enduro):
Achilles Motorsport #48 NASA GTS3: E0 M3
Bimmerworld #31 NASA GTS3 E0: M3
Bloising Saddles #92 SCCA ITA E3: 325e
Nitto Tire Bullet Performance #95 NASA GTS3 E0: M3
Racing On Adare #1 ICSCC ITE ES: 325is
Road Shagger Racing #61 NASA GTS3 E0: M3
Stammer Inc./Bavarian Performance #16 NASA GTS4 ES: M3
The BMW Store #99 NASA GTS ES: M3
Tiger Racing/BavarianTuning Motorsports #22 Grand-Am GS ES: M3

Charles Roberts

Charles Roberts

March 2011March 2011 Die Flüsternde BombeDie Flüsternde Bombe 1312 Die Flüsternde Bombe 13March 2011Die Flüsternde Bombe



S o it’s an August Friday afternoon, all my 
friends are off to a great weekend of E30 
Spec racing at Thunderhill Raceway, and 

here I am at work, with no intention of going anywhere 
real fast. I have a mountain of housework to do, and no 
decent track car to drive at the moment anyway.

Then it starts. “Come to Thunderhill,” says one friend. 
“You gotta come out to Thunderhill,” says another. “What? 
You’re not going to Thunderhill to watch the team race?” 
asks my boss at Berkeley Motor Works. (Team Berkeley 
Motor Works has been racing in the NASA NorCal Spec 
E30 series this season, with a lot of success.) “How can 
you possibly not be going?” he asks again in total disbelief. 

Oh dear, what to do?! Perhaps I should consider it care-
fully over a drink or two at our local establishment. Then 
comes the next phone call, followed by another. “Come 
to Thunderhill—you can share our hotel room,” I hear 
through the earpiece of my phone. Hmm, housework or 
watching my friends race, followed by a barbecue with good 
companions? It’s a double-edged sword: I want to go, but 
I also know I’m going to be frustrated, watching everyone 
else having fun while I don’t have my precious M3 to drive!

I succumb. It’s Saturday morning, and I’m nearly all the 
way to Willows when the distress text message comes in from 
the boss: CALL ME! It turns out help is needed; the race car’s 
left front brake is sticking on, and parts are needed urgently.

The race starts in a couple of hours. Quickly I call around 
to see if you can find the parts we need, hoping to find them 
locally. Uh oh: looks like we’re back-tracking to the east 
side of Sacramento! Oh, well, what are good friends for? 

Three hours later, I pull into Thunderhill. I’ve 
missed the race completely, but we still won—
even with a LF brake caliper stuck on! That’s 
Gary Rieger for you; our awesome driver clearly 
deserves the credit! 

So we work on the car and get the brakes fixed 
for the next day. The Spec E30 group’s barbecue 

afterwards is great—good food, good company, good fun. 
There’s a lot of friendly bantering back and forth about who 
is going to win on Sunday. Our rivals are betting that they 
can beat us—but can they?

As Sunday rolls around, the weather is a perfect 75 
degrees—unbelievable for Thunderhill in August—and 
excitement is building in the paddock.  Can Team Berkeley 
Motor Works beat the other seventeen E30s out there, and 
take home the first-place prize of  a wonderful new 986 
Advanced Driver-Cooling System? Qualifying goes well, 
and we’re on the pole for the big race. The adrenaline is 
running high among the team. 

Just prior to pre-grid, Gary is in meditation mode. 
Finally he comes out of it and transitions right into go-fast 
mode. He starts up our little blue-and-white beast and heads 
down to the grid. But wait! The Miata group is already on 
the track! What? Has Gary missed the start? Frantically he 
goes to the head of the line and begs to be let into his correct 
position. He’s lucky, and they allow him to take his place 
on the pole. Phew!

During the race, all goes well. After the wager with our 
rivals, they must be desperate to win, and get a little too 
squirrely coming out of Turn Five. They wind up going off 
the track and hitting the barrier for the Turn Six flag station! 
This leaves Gary in a good position, and with no one breathing 
down his neck, he holds on to the lead ahead of Andy Chittum 
and Greg Peterson, and brings home first place—cool!

What a great weekend! I may have felt like a toddler 
kicking and screaming, being pushed into going, but 
hey, I felt like I was an integral part of team, helping our 

race car to win. 
What’s the saying? It ’s the thought that 

counts, right?
Epilogue: In November, at Sears Point we went on to 

win the championship for the series (i.e. the 2010 season)! 
Needless to say, the whole team was pretty happy about 
this achievement.   

from team Lexus of a broken wheel hub and evaporating 
brake pads. The Lexus team ends up scouring parts from 
a (cooperative) spectator’s car in the parking lot!

At noon, the overall winner blasts across the finish line. 
That’s the ES-class Mercer Motorsports Porsche 911 GT3 
Cup car—co-driven by Johannes van Overbeek, a former 
driver for BMW Team PTG. Following the Porsche, the next 
three cars are all E0-class entries. Nitto/Bullet Performance 
drives their BMW E36 M3 into second place, with Road 
Shagger Racing’s E36 M3 nipping at their heels in third, 
followed closely by our Speed Trap E30 in fourth overall! 
Yup, BMW teams dominate the top five—yay!

We are ahead of the factory-funded teams like Honda 
(ninth) and experienced racing teams like BimmerWorld 

(21st). The Tiger/Bavarian Tuning team comes in seventh 
overall and third in class—good work, Billy!—while in our 
E0 class, the Edge/Speed Trapp team takes a podium spot 
for third in class. Yahoo!

Suddenly the cold drool on my face awakens me. I lift 
my face from my desk, shut down the Facebook window, 
and glance at my watch. Maybe the coffee wasn’t strong 
enough this morning—alas, the marketing meeting is still 
on in an hour.

But just maybe next year, the EDGE Motorworks/Speed-
Trapp Team will need a certain journalist/mechanic in the 
pits for real….  

The team from Edge Motorworks/Speed Trapp Racing worked through the night in 
order to take third in E0 class and fourth overall in the grueling marathon.

The Tiger Racing/BavarianTuning group—many familiar faces to those of you who 
frequent the GGC driving schools—.had a podium finish with third in the ES class.

Charles Roberts

Kicking and ScreamingKicking and ScreamingKicking and ScreamingKicking and ScreamingKicking and ScreamingKicking and ScreamingKicking and ScreamingKicking and ScreamingKicking and Screaming

By Paula Williamson

Race photos by gotbluemilk.com
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V allejo’s MServiceGarage is the perfor-
mance-modification arm of Milt’s Service 
Garage, which is located in what used 

to be a VW dealership. Its later transformation to 
Milt’s saw an expanded vision: an independent repair 
facility with a focus on European marques. Partner 
Adrian Radu manages the daily operations; he has a 
background as a BMW master technician, having done 
stints at BMW Concord and Niello BMW before joining 
owners Hal and Diane Dorton at the current operation. 
Also within the building is Jim Boyle’s Regal Collision 
Repair, an autobody shop.

In October 2010, the Dortons and Radu hosted a tech 
session at the multi-faceted shop, with 22 of our chapter 
members attending. After introductions and a brief recount 
of the story of Milt’s Service Garage, we gathered in the 
service-bay area for our tech session. Radu led off by 
concentrating on the type of services offered on the Milt’s 
side of the shop, first discussing the importance of a pre-
purchase inspection (PPI) when acquiring a used car. He 
recommends a leak-down test as well as a compression 
check for BMW engines; the latter will check to see that 
each cylinder is within an acceptable range of its mates, 
and whether the overall compression is acceptable. 

However, potential problems might not be revealed 
by this test alone. Pressurization from a leak-down test 
complements the compression check, as it is basically the 
reverse of the compression test. These two tests can provide 
early warning signs of a worn engine. Other aspects of a 
proper PPI include checking for fluid leaks, loose belts and 
hardware, and signs of wear throughout the engine bay 

and under the car. Radu also looks for suspension issues, 
such as cracked bushings and broken motor mounts. Even if 
you’re looking for a project car—that is, you already expect 
to have some issues—a PPI will provide a clearer picture of 
what you are likely to encounter as you get into the project. 

Unless you are looking for an E30 M3, it’s recommended 
that you focus on six-cylinder models of BMW. Not only are 
they more likely to provide a better performance baseline, 
they tend to be more robust and reliable. That said, there are 
some things to be wary of when evaluating a later-model 
six-cylinder; it’s important to avoid an aluminum engine 
exhibiting signs of overheating, such as repetitive coolant 

By Tom Escover

Photos by Aleksey Kadukin

Buy It 
And 
Build It
An October tech session is 
a full day of Bimmerology.

loss. The plastic pieces in the cooling system of the post-1991 
cars are subject to a lot of engine-bay heat; over time, they 
become brittle. As a result, they tend to develop hairline 
cracks or splits along seams. 

Radu related the example of an E46 which had a cool-
ant leak from the expansion tank. The tank was replaced, 
and the leak appeared to be repaired. However, the owner 
continued to experience coolant loss, having to top off the 
system every month. Other leaks were found and repaired, 
but the coolant loss continued; even a chemical-dye test did 
not isolate the problem. Eventually, the head was removed 
and small cracks were found at each of the exhaust-valve 

seats, as well as a crack in the block. If the owner had fol-
lowed a regular maintenance checklist, it’s likely that the 
cooling system would have received an overhaul before 
leaks developed—and the buyer would have avoided a 
very costly repair. 

Another example of the importance of a regular mainte-
nance program was sitting in front of us at the shop. In one 
point of this E60 5 Series’ life, a motor mount had cracked. 
The owner continued driving it—apparently quite hard. The 
end result: The motor mount collapsed, allowing the front 
of the engine to drop onto the steering rack. The rack, not 
engineered to take the weight of an engine, broke—result-
ing in several thousand dollars’ worth of repairs. Had this 
owner originally instituted a proper maintenance program, 
the motor-mount failure would have been discovered and 
repaired long before this disaster. 

As the discussion segued over to the MServiceGarage 
side of the shop, Hal Dorton talked about modifying your 
BMW for improved performance for competition. Dorton 
emphasized the importance of understanding the rules 
for your intended class before making any modifications; 
make sure the proposed mod is allowed for the class you 
intend to enter!

Radu and Dorton then led a discussion about choosing 
the most appropriate suspension for the type of driving 
you do most frequently. If you have a dedicated BMW 
track car, then Delrin or poly bushings will provide that 
extra handling firmness you require. However, for street 
applications, they are not ideal. Unless you reinforce all 
the mounting points—as you probably would on a track 
car—you’ll end up with torn sheet metal. Radu and Dorton 
said they’ve seen several instances of 3 Series cars in which 
the subframe cracked from the stress the solid mountings 
put on the factory welds and attachment points. For cars 
that are primarily street-driven, it is better to stay with 
rubber suspension bushings. 

On non-M cars, a performance gain can be achieved by 
using an appropriate M rubber bushing. While the non-M 
bushings have hollowed-out sections to provide a more 
compliant ride, the solid-rubber M bushings will firm up 
the ride while minimizing frame damage. For best results, 
use a limiter (shim) to sandwich the rubber bushings, 
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GOLDEN GATE CHAPTER, BMW CCA    BOARD MEETING MINUTES
By Aleksey Kadukin
Secretary, GGC BMW CCA

MINUTES

January 20, 2011
Location: Round Table Pizza, San Mateo
Board members in attendance: Kelly Collins (vice president), 
Ian Dunn (membership chair), Tammi Hull (treasurer), Aleksey 
Kadukin (secretary), Donna Seeley (president)
Board members not in attendance: none
Other members in attendance: Rodger Ball (autocross co-
coordinator), Canyon Chan (car-control-clinic co-coordinator), 
Jeff Cowan (Pacific Region VP), Ken Glidewell (Peninsula area 
representative), Mary Sandkohl (East Bay area representative), 
Mark Radovan
7:22 p.m. meeting called to order by Seeley

 ▪ Members-at-large election:
 ▪  Board suspends Robert’s Rules of Order for the year.
 ▪  Seeley nominates Rodger Ball, our autocross co-coordinator, 
for member-at-large position. Motion seconded by Kadukin. 
All board members vote in favor. The motion passes.
 ▪  Hull nominates Canyon Chan, our CCC co-coordinator, 
for member-at-large position. Motion seconded by Ball. All 
board members vote in favor. The motion passes.
 ▪ Driving-events report (Hull):
 ▪  In general, we’re doing well.
 ▪  Autocross: all events scheduled and set. Autocross team 
is looking for course designer; Ball called for volunteers on 
chapter’s online forum. One date is in conflict with Festorics, 
and Cowan raises the question of trailer usage: only one 
team can have it for the weekend. Hot discussion leads to 
resolution: autocross team will use trailer, and Festorics 
team will set up a tent for registration.
 ▪  CCC: Street Survival event still up in the air. SCCA decided 
not do Street Survival in the area this year. Hull is working 
with them and some other organizations that could help with 
event. Ball voices his concern, “That kind of event is good for 
a community.” Everybody agrees, but chapter can’t risk the 
money. Hull advises the group to adopt a wait-and-see attitude.
 ▪  HPDS: Laguna Seca school is halfway sold out as of the 
time of the meeting—people don’t seem to mind the price 
increase. More high-performance-driving schools are in 
planning stage. Collins wants to do a race school, too.
 ▪  Club Racing: Hull not sure about current state of Club 
Racing program.
 ▪ Communications report (Collins):
 ▪  Logo voting result: Version A won, but all four chapter-logo 
designs will be submitted to National.
 ▪  Chapter email aliases have been updated to the new board 
members’ addresses.
 ▪  Cowan adds a reminder that the National Board election 
in progress.
 ▪  Collins notes the current meeting was not properly marked 
as event on Facebook page (not a big deal, but board spends 
a good five minutes talking about it).
 ▪  Board is working on the schedule for future meetings. 
Winter Party holds the annual meeting. Please check the 
rest of the schedule on chapter website. (We are planning 
brunch meetings!)
 ▪ Social-events report (Zampiceni via e-mail, represented 
by Seeley):

 ▪  Zampiceni has collected cool prizes for Winter Party.
 ▪  Zampiceni is working on the tour that will include a visit 
to Blackhawk Automotive Museum.
 ▪  Zampiceni is planning a joint event with Sacramento Chap-
ter that will include a visit to railroad museum.
 ▪  Bells would like to host a summer party for us again.
 ▪  PCA (Porsche Car Club of America, i.e. people who like 
the cars with a spare engine in the trunk) would like to do 
a joint event; details being worked out.
 ▪  Cowan would like to do more winery tours. (Please check 
the web site for the recent info about the tour.)
 ▪  Cowan has convinced Matt Bell to be a guest speaker at 
Winter Party.
 ▪  Sonoma Historics participation is currently in question.
 ▪  Hull talks about recent trailer clean-up event. Nobody is 
sure about its status as a social event, but everybody agrees 
it was a fun activity.
 ▪  Monterey Reunion, aka Festorics, is on track.
 ▪  All events and updates can be found on the online calendar.
 ▪ Area-reps report (Seeley):
 ▪  Glidewell (Peninsula area rep): Auto Vino event was a suc-
cess; Dinan brought two cars to the event.
 ▪  Mark Radovan expresses interest in volunteering to be 
Monterey area rep.
 ▪  Sandkohl (East Bay area rep): nothing.
 ▪  Dunn (San Francisco area rep): would like to organize a tour.
 ▪  Dennis Harold (San Luis Obispo area rep) has several tours 
scheduled for the year.
 ▪  No news from North or South Bay area reps.
 ▪ Tech-session report (Kadukin):
 ▪  Borelli Motorsport tech session was a success despite several 
last-minute cancelations by members.
 ▪ Trailer graphic-wrap project: Kadukin is working with 
Millers Graphics shop
 ▪ Membership-chair report (Dunn):
 ▪  Dunn brought examples of postcards we could send to our 
lapsed members.
 ▪  Cowan suggests looking at membership survey he brought.
 ▪  Dunn has been calling new members with a short phone 
survey and obtained interesting an statistic.
 ▪ Treasurer report (Hull):
 ▪  We have money.
 ▪ President report (Seeley):
 ▪  No news from the national office.
 ▪  No news on business-card business.
 ▪  Seeley got some mail and asks if it is mostly for treasurer; 
Hull responds, “Most of it is crap.”
 ▪ New business:
 ▪  Ball: Requested we establish a way of announcing avail-
able spots for the events in a case of a cancelation from a 
participant. Could we provide last-minute discount for 
such spots? Seeley afraid it might establish a bad habit. Ball 
thinks it could be a good promotion. No decision made, but 
something to think about and discuss in the future.

Meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m.    

further controlling their lateral movement and improving 
handling. Limiters on rear trailing-arm bushings (RTAB) 
will minimize “snap oversteer.”

A limited-slip differential should be a priority perfor-
mance enhancement, if it’s not already standard on your 
model—and it’s allowed in most racing classes. Again, 
check the rules for your class first. And while you can 
increase the diameter of your front sway bar, in many cases 
this will tend to increase understeer. A better solution might 
be to install adjustable shocks. 

It important to understand the principals of physics 
when adding performance modifications. The concept 
of corner balancing is an important one to learn; corner 
balancing allows the car to exhibit equal handling in both 
left and right turns. To achieve this, you want the same 
front-to-rear-weight ratio on both left and right sides, 

which is accomplished by shifting weight diagonally. 
Weight-balance changes are made by adjusting the spring 
height. (The astute reader will note that most stock BMWs 
have no provision for spring-height adjustment. But if you 
have a coil-over setup, or are contemplating installing 
one, an understanding of corner-balance techniques will 
benefit you. For a more detailed explanation, see www.
mservicegarage.com/Resources/Corner%20Balancing.pdf. 
The website also has useful tech tips describing corner 
balancing, effects of suspension changes, and a spring-rate 
calculator, as well as a maintenance checklist and a guide 
for service intervals.)

Final performance-enhancement discussions covered 
the effective use of tire-pressure adjustments and tire-
temperature readings to help solve handling problems. 
Finally, in rounding up the day’s session, Boyle switched 
the talk over to paint care and demonstrated of the effec-
tiveness of Dri Wash N Guard spray-on waterless cleaner. 
This product can be an effective solution for removing 
dust, road tar, bird droppings, and other blemishes on 
your car’s surface in those instances where you don’t have 
access to a soap-and-water wash. While it’s not a substitute 
for washing, the product can be used to easily rejuvenate 
your car’s appearance. 

After the presentations and ensuing discussions, attend-
ees were treated to a catered lunch of chicken, tri-tip beef, 
vegetables, potatoes, and cornbread. This wonderful feast 
was provided by our gracious hosts. 

It was a very informative and enjoyable day for the 
happy members who left the shop filled with great food 
and valuable knowledge. We give many thanks to Adrian 
Radu and Hal and Diane Dorton for sharing their hospital-
ity and expertise.  
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL

G GC’s Steve Johnson back on National 
Board:  Former Golden Gate Chapter 
president Steve Johnson—also known as 

“Mister Black Flag” for his role as a steard of our driving 
schools—has been elected executive vice president of 
the BMW CCA. He had previously been elected twice 
as Pacific region VP, a post now held by another former 
GGC president, Jeff Cowan. 

With LA’s Louis Goldsman serving as national trea-
surer, a California atmosphere might seem in the offing. 
But Wisconsin’s Badger Bimmers saw one of their former 
presidents elected, too: Darcy Yench will be sworn in as 
our new National Board secretary in March.

Houston’s Dan Baker, who ran unopposed, was elected 
as the new South Central region VP.

Snow Delays introduction of new website and 
database in 2011: Okay, go ahead and laugh…I can hear 
the guffaws and chuckles from International Falls over to 
Burlington, Vermont. Believe it or not it does snow here in 
Greenville—and apparently it was scheduled to happen the 
week we started training for our new database. See where 
this is headed? Unfortunately, we lost almost a week of work 
and have had to move our launch date back to March 1st. 

As a reminder: The new website and database are being 
built in tandem, so they actually work with each other—and 
not against each other. This should eliminate many of the 
problems we have experienced with membership renewals. 
Many of you are acutely aware that currently, renewing 
members cannot change their membership type unless they 
call the national office. That problem will soon come to an end! 

Each chapter will have its own “landing page” on the 
Club website. These new pages will meet the minimum 
standards for a chapter’s web presence, and can be linked 
to each chapter’s existing home page. Look for more robust 
event pages as well; chapters will no longer be limited to 
just a few sentences on the calendar. Starting February 1, 
you can have a full page devoted to each event! 

Oktoberfest 2011: Birmingham and Barber Motor-
sports Park!  Mark your calendars: O’Fest 2011 kicks off 
Monday, October 10. Our final banquet is slated for Friday, 
October 14. In addition, we will have bonus track days on 
Saturday and Sunday, October 15–16. 

The Renaissance Ross Bridge Golf Resort and Spa is 
now sold out. However, the resort has started a waiting 
list, and if last year is an indicator, there will be rooms 
available later in the summer. If you don’t want to take a 
chance, we have added a block of rooms at the Birming-
ham Marriott (http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/
bhmmc-birmingham-marriott/). Please use the Group code 
bmwbmwa when making your reservations. Rooms start at 
$99.00. You may also call (205) 968-3775 to book your room. 

For a sneak peek of the Oktoberfest 2011 schedule—
and for ongoing details—please visit our dedicated 
Oktoberfest website, www.bmwccaofest.org and stay up 
to date on O’Fest news. 

Oktoberfest junkies on a 24-hour O’Fest news cycle 
will want to subscribe to the O’Fest 11 Mailing List. This 
is an announcement-only list. To subscribe, send a mes-
sage to ofest11-request@bmwccaofest.org, with the word 
“subscribe” as the subject. 

Just imagine: Oktoberfest in October! You won’t want 
to miss it! 

National Board Meeting: March 19-20, 2011: The Board 
of Directors will meet in Greenville, SC, at the BMW CCA 
headquarters. As always, BMW CCA members are welcome 
to attend the meet-
ing. Those willing to 
endure the full day 
meeting on Saturday 
are invited to dinner 
that evening. 

I f  you plan to 
attend, please contact 
Linda Axelson at the 
national office at 864 
250-0022 or via her 
e-mail: laxelson@bmwcca.org 

Street Survival and Foundation Update from Bill Wade: 
Greetings registrars of Tire Rack Street Survival schools! 

2011 is here and many of you have asked about the 
reimbursement policy for this year. At the BMW CCA 
Foundation 1st Quarter Board meeting, we reviewed the 
results of all of our cost cutting measures. As you no doubt 
remember, last summer we announced that we would 
have to begin a system to limit the reimbursements back to 
chapters because we were losing so much money per school 
that we were succeeding ourselves out of business. We 
announced that we would have to cap reimbursements at 
$1,500 and then decrease the amount to a $1,000 cap in 2011. 

We realize that this was not a well-received decision, and 
despite what may have seemed like Draconian measures 
to some of you -- with your help, and despite the cap -- we 
were able to stem the financial bleeding and have ended the 
year at a break-even. We are very pleased to announce that 
we will be able to raise the reimbursement cap to $2,000 per 
school in 2011. Thank you very much for helping us reach 
our goals, and strengthen the infrastructure! 

In line with the club policy, all reimbursements must be 
submitted within 90 days of the completion of the event. After 
90 days we will consider any reimbursement not submitted 

Continued on page 24
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MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE WRENCH...

By Jonathan Bush

A s hinted in my last missive, Otto the 1991 
318is has been shuffled out of the parking 
lot. Putting our eleven-month-old son, 

Baur, in and out of the back seat had became more and 
more difficult; from the very first bout of gymnastics, 
I found myself practically throwing the car seat into its 
base. Not good. It would have been even more interest-
ing trying this while standing in the freezing rain on a 
sheet of ice on a pitch-black, ten-below-zero morning.

Further, it was depressing watching Otto unravel from 
winter use. It’s a shame when what you thought was a 
really nice car starts to get hammered by salt spray and 
ice chunks. That being said, Otto wasn’t the E30 on which 
I would perform a full-tilt-boogie restoration. I have other 
old cars for that brand of nonsense!

Due to sheer laziness, I opted for Craigslist as the selling 
venue. I could have used eBay, but while it reaches a wider 
audience, it opens you up to an even larger assortment of 
whackos. There is also the possibility of non-paying bidders, 
negative feedback, and the general hassle of coordinating the 
shipment of something as large as an automobile. “Those 
aren’t really deal-breakers. People do it all the time,” I can 
hear you say. True—but see the line where I said I was lazy?

And speaking of whackos: Oh, boy, did they come out 
of the woodwork! I heard everything from, “I’m giving my 
1999 328i to my mom, and she is going to buy your 318is 
for me,” to a question from a guy in New Jersey requesting 
I take 50% of my asking price and help pay for shipping.

Finally I got a real call from a real guy who seemed really 
interested in my car. He was a local fellow; he had several 
street and racing Porsches, and showed up to my house in 
a Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG. After his test-drive, we talked 
about what it would take to restore Otto. He seemed satis-
fied, and talked about how Otto would be going from my 
driveway directly to his favorite body shop. I let Otto go for a 
little less than I really wanted, but felt more than okay, since 
it appeared that he was going to a good home. 

This left a void in the fleet that needed to be filled rather 
quickly. Baur likes riding in my old cars almost as much as 
I like driving them, but the lack of air conditioning would 
have driven us both into the shower.

I had intended to buy a six-cylinder E34 5 Series. Newer 
and more modern than an E28 and cheaper and easier 
to maintain than an E39, even the good ones are fully 
depreciated. The problem is finding a good one in this part 
of the world, where you can hear cars rusting on a quiet 
winter night. However, a couple of reasonable candidates 
showed up in the Washington, DC, area, near my friend 
Reed Hitchcock. One was a 1991 535i five-speed finished 
in dark metallic red with taupe interior. 

The pictures the seller sent made the car look lovely—a 
little worn, but honest. But the pictures Reed took showed 

me an E34 with unraveling trim, a warped dashboard, very 
strange dents on the trunk lid, and a poorly clear-coated 
front bumper. 

The transmission would occasionally pop out of reverse, 
a malady I was told could either be tired shift linkage or a 
bad reverse gear. Feeling lucky, punk?

I decided to pass on that one. Every time I looked at the 
dashboard or the door trim, I would have gotten annoyed. 
I would have forever poured money into making the car 
pretty—a constant battle, since it would have seen winter duty.

A friend of Reed’s had a 1995 525i—also a five-speed—
finished in dark blue over taupe 
that could have been for sale, if I 
was really interested. It seemed like 
a nice enough car; it had some new 
parts and four new tires, and had 
reasonable miles. The dashboard was 
not warped, the door panels were 
not delaminating, but the clear coat 
on the rear bumper was shot. That’s 
okay, I thought, since this is going to 
be a winter car.

Then Reed’s friend, who is more 
Benz enthusiast than BMW aficio-
nado, mentioned that it had some 
kind of “fan rattle—don’t know what 
it is, but it lasts about ten minutes 
after you start the engine.” Um, that 
would probably be the VANOS unit on the front of the 
cylinder head eating itself. I would have had to shell out 
close to $1,000 even before driving it back to the Twin Cities. 
I decided to pass on that one, too.

That got me to thinking. The Bavaria is basically a 5 Series 
in a handsome suit. The 528i is an actual 5 Series. Did I really 
want another one, or did I want something different?

By sheer happenstance, I stumbled upon a car similar in 
size and shape to the E34 5 Series, with an inline six-cylinder 
engine sending the goods to the rear wheels. While not a BMW 
in handling or acceleration, it is actually even more Teutonic, 
having been screwed together by the engineering elves up the 
road in Sindelfingen. It even has a similarly sized emblem on 
its nose, though this one is perched above the hood.

It’s not perfect, but my 1995 Mercedes-Benz E320 is a 
damn nice car in which to haul Baur around. The seat-
heaters are hot, and the air conditioning is cold. 

Remarkably, at 221,000 miles, everything works, a 
testament to the fact this car’s two previous owners had 
lavished upon it anything it ever wanted. After fifteen upper 
Midwest winters, my Benz even looks good when the valet 
guys pull it around.

And best of all, I don’t feel bad about driving it in the 
winter.  
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BMW CONCORD  
1945 Market Street  
Concord, CA 94520 
925 682-3577

BMW OF FREMONT 
5720 Cushing Parkway 
Fremont, CA 94538 
510 360-5900

BMW OF HUMBOLDT BAY 
1795 Central Ave. 
McKinleyville, CA  95519 
707 839-4BMW (4269)

BMW OF MONTEREY  
One Geary Plaza 
Seaside, CA 93955 
831 899-5555

BMW OF MOUNTAIN VIEW 
150 E. EI Camino Real  
Mountain View, CA 94040  
650 943-1000

BMW OF SAN FRANCISCO 
1675 Howard St  
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415 863-9000

BMW OF SANTA MARIA 
2150 South College Drive 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 
805 614-0306

COAST BMW 
1484 Auto Park Way 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405     
805 543-4423

EAST BAY BMW 
4350 Rosewood Drive 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
800 505-4801

PETER PAN BMW 
2695 S. El Camino Real 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
650 349-9077

PRESTIGE BMW 
2800 Corby Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
707 545-6602

SONNEN BMW 
1599 E. Francisco Blvd 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
415 482-2000

STEVENS CREEK BMW 
3737 Stevens Creek 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
408 249-9070

WEATHERFORD MOTORS 
735 Ashby Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
510 654-8280

One of the many member benefits of BMW CCA is a members-only discount at vari-
ous participating services and dealers. Below you can find the businesses in our area 
who offer our members a discount. Please note that businesses often require you to 
show your current CCA membership card in order to receive the discount.
Please contact us with any deletions to the list due to a company being out of business. We ask 
that additions, changes, or deletions (no longer participating in discount program) are requested 
by the business owner directly. Updates should be directed to: CommMgr@ggcbmwcca.org.

Independent Service & Supply Discounts

2002 Haus San Luis Obispo 805 541-2002 5% Parts
Auto Analysts Castro Valley 510 582-0201 10% Labor
Auto Concierge Fremont 925 852-1962 10% off quoted full detail
Bavarian Enterprises Sunnyvale 408 737-6100 Various Parts
Bavarian Motorsport Milpitas 408 956-1662 10% Parts
Bavarian Professionals Berkeley 510 524-6000 10% Labor
Bavarian Tuning Santa Rosa 707 575-3757 10% Parts/Labor
Berkeley Motor Works Albany 510 528-1214 10% Labor
Bimmers BMW Service San Carlos 650 591-2474 Various
BMW Performance Driving School Spartanburg, SC BMWusa.com 15% off driving programs
BTM Motorwerks Campbell 408 369-1911 5% Parts/Labor
Catalpa Street Garage Santa Cruz 831 464-2269 10% Parts
Classic Euro-Asian Oroville 530 534-6887 10% Parts
Conversion Techniques Oakland 510 639-0911 Various
Diablo Motors San Ramon 925 830-4269 10% Parts/Labor
Dinan Engineering Mountain View 650 962-9401 10% Labor
Dinan Engineering Morgan Hill 408 779-8584 10% Labor
Double 02 Salvage Hayward 510 782-2002 10% Used Parts
Edge Motorworks Dublin 925 479-0797 10% Labor
evosport www.evosport.com 888 520-9971 10% Parts, $1000svc=free dyno

Extreme Performance San Jose 408 923-640410% Parts/Labor
German Auto Santa Maria 805 922-1262 10% Parts
GS Tuning Santa Rosa 707 284-2680 10% Sales/Service
Heynneman European San Rafael 415 499-1234 $50 off Service
Jam Engineering Monterey 831 372-1787 Various Parts
John Gardiner AutomotiveSan Francisco 415 777-2697 10% Labor
Nate Smith’s Optimal AutoSanta Cruz 831 476-1332 10% Parts
M Service Walnut Creek 925 932-8744 10% Parts/Labor
Milt’s Service Garage Vallejo 707 643-7548 10% Parts/Labor
Patelco Credit Union www.Patelco.org 415 442-6200 Special Offer
Phaedrus San Francisco 415 567-8000 10% Parts
Performance Art Gilroy 408 848-6325 10% Service/Labor
Performance Technic, Inc. Pleasanton 925 426-1361 10-15% Parts
Portola Valley Garage Portola Valley 650 851-7442 10% Labor
RennWerks Campbell 408 370-7480 15% Labor
Rossi’s Tire & Auto Service Salinas 831 424-0011 Various
SAS German Auto Pleasanton 925 846-4886 10% Parts
Schulba BMW Service Belmont 650 592-7352 10% Parts orders
Sound Innovations Hayward 510 471-9062 10% Parts
Track Star Racing Mountain View 650 961-2350 10% Parts/Labor
Valley Motorwerks Rancho Cordova 916 636-9526 10% Parts/Labor
Vanguard Motors San Francisco 415 255-8450 10% Labor
West Bay Bavarian San Rafael 415 457-0820 10% Parts/Labor/Dinan work

Dealership Discounts
BMW of Fremont Fremont 510 360-5900 10% Parts & Labor
BMW of Humboldt Bay McKinleyville 707 839-4269 10% Parts
BMW of Monterey Seaside 831 899-5555 10% Parts
BMW of Mountain View Mountain View 650 943-1000 10% Parts
BMW of San Francisco San Francisco 415 863-9000 10% Parts
East Bay BMW Pleasanton 800 505-4801 10% Parts
Peter Pan BMW San Mateo 650 349-9077 10% Parts
Roseville BMW Roseville 916 782-9434 10% Parts
Sonnen BMW San Rafael 415 482-2000 10% Parts
Stevens Creek BMW Santa Clara 408 249-9070 10% Parts & Labor
Weatherford BMW Berkeley 510 654-8280 Various

Last First City Model Year Refered ByLast First City Model Year Refered By

NEW MEMBERS

Allen Joe San Ramon M3 1998 
Allen Ross Hydesville M3 2011 
Angel Ty Suisun City 528i 2000 
Argyros Tassos San Francisco 328Ci 2003 
Avery Scott Salinas M3 2004 
Barton Debra Petaluma   
Bone Whitney San Jose 2002 1970 
Brilz Curtis Fremont   
Castanha John Dublin 330i 2005 
Chan Lee San Francisco 535i 2008 
Clanton Thomas Monterey 328i 2008 
Contreras Cesar Pacifica 750i 2007 
Cousins Oswald San Francisco 330Ci zhp 2004 
Cox Martin Pleasanton   Bob Goebel
Day James Union City M3 2001 
De La Fuente Shaun San Jose   
Donnelly Patrick Menlo Park M5 2006 Roland Kelly
Emhof Tricia San Francisco 528xi 2008 
Filarski Kevin El Sobrante 1600 1967 
Fishback Elizabeth Menlo Park   
Gorla Chandrasekhai  Sunnyvale   
Hearst Norman San Francisco   
Higgins Brendan Santa Clara M5 2002 
Holtzapple William Dublin 525iT 2002 
Jenkins Stewart San Francisco 328iT 2007 
Johnson Daniel San Francisco   
Kane Raymond Mill Valley   
Kee Sheldon San Jose M3 2006 
Kendall Mark Pacific Grove 328i 2007 
Kent Jason Walnut Creek 335i 2007 
Khan Aarij Fremont 328iC 2009 
Kim Suzie Santa Clara 325i 2001 
Lang Ron Los Altos Hills M3 1998 
Lee Chatha San Ramon 540i 1998 
Lee Lani Fremont Z3 1999 

Lonson Erik Novato 335i (E92) 2007 
Ludwick Christopher Palo Alto 335i 2007 
Lynn John San Francisco 3.0CSi 1974 
Madison Sandra Emeryville 528i 1997 
Mannino Greg Martinez M3 2002 
Mansfield Mike San Mateo   Jim Baratta
McCeney James Sonoma 535is 1987 George McCeney
Mcgrath George Danville 750i 2008 
McQueen Charles Lompoc 528i 2011 
McVetta Jason San Francisco L6 1987 
Mercado Fidel Burlingame   
Metcalf James Marina 335i 2007 
Min Ray San Francisco 325i 2005 
Mukherjee Pinaki Cupertino 335i (E90) 2009 Alex Shumay
Nelson Norm Gonzales   
Oka Yogesh San Francisco   
Okies Joe El Granada 335i 2009 
Richardson Tom El Cerrito   
Roy John Cupertino 335i 2010 
Sanchez Joe Alamo 335i 2008 
Schwartz J. Danville 335i 2008 
Simmers Brett Palo Alto   
Sondel Eric Walnut Creek M coupe 1999 
Starkey Reed Morgan Hill 330Ci 2001
Suzuki Michael San Mateo Civic SI 1999 
Thomas Randell San Jose 2002tii 1972 
Tolles Bryant Cupertino 335xi 2007 
Tong Jerred Castro Valley   
Truchard John Napa X5 35d 2011 
Tse Terence San Mateo 328xi 2007 
Veerapaneni Vikram Fremont M5 2008 
Wagner Warren Greenbrae 528i 1999 
Walker Ryan Danville M3 2004 
Woods Mark Fairfield M3 2003 
Yoshimoto Steven Cupertino   D.R. Unks

to be a donation to the Foundation, and that will qualify your 
Chapter for Charity Matching Funds with the BMW CCA. 

We will continue full coverage of any loss for any 
Chapter’s first Tire Rack Street Survival School, and begin-
ning with the second school, the $2,000 cap will come into 
play. Also starting with the second school, a minimum of 
fifteen students will be required for full reimbursement. 
The Foundation is offering enhanced marketing assistance 
to be sure your school is the success we all know it can be 
through community sponsorship. 

So let’s get started on a great 2011, and let us help you 
have the most successful and fulfilling year yet! Our goal for 
2011 is 100 schools; won’t you please help us meet this goal? 

We hope to have more exciting news very soon. For 
instance, how would $500 - $1000 per school via a pavement 
sponsor appeal to you? 

Our first school is less than two weeks away, in Min-
nesota! If you haven’t yet, please let me know your plans 
for 2011!   

Continued from page 21
NEWS FROM NATIONAL
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Golden Gate Chapter, BMW CCA, Inc. is a 
nonprofit California corporation, it is a chapter of 
the BMW Car Club of America, and is not con-
nected with Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or 
BMW of North America. Die Flüsternde Bombe is 
a publication of the Golden Gate Chapter, all ideas, 
opinions, and suggestions expressed in regard to 
technical or other matters are solely those of the 
authors, and no authentication, endorsement, or 
guarantee is expressed or implied. Golden Gate 
Chapter BMW CCA, Inc. assumes no liability for 
any of the information contained herein. No factory 
approval is implied unless so indicated. Modification 
of your BMW within the warranty period may void 
the warranty, and some modifications may violate 
federal or state laws or regulations. All contents 
remain the property of the chapter, but BMW 
CCA and BMW ACA chapters may quote or copy 
from the publication, provided full credit is given to 
the author and the Golden Gate Chapter, unless 
otherwise noted or specifically prohibited. 

Chapter Mailing Address: 
Golden Gate Chapter BMW CCA
68 Mitchell Blvd, Suite 250
San Rafael, CA 94903

The BMW Car Club of America, lnc. is a not-
for-profit national association of over 70,000 
members, dedicated to the enjoyment of driving 
BMWs. Membership is not limited to BMW owners 
and aims to provide access to driving and social 
events, maintenance and technical information, 
parts discounts, and more. Dues are $48 per year, 
with an associate member added for $10 more. 
Members receive the monthly Roundel magazine 
and a newsletter from their local chapter, or from a 
chapter of their choice. The Golden Gate Chapter 
is one of the largest chapters in the BMW CCA 
with over 4,300 members. 

For a new membership or to renew an exist-
ing one, please call toll free 800 878-9292 or visit 
www.bmwcca.org. Visa and Mastercard accepted. 

BMW CCA mailing address:
640 South Main St., Suite 201
Greenville, SC 29601 
Phone: 864 250-0022
Fax: 864 250-0038
www.bmwcca.org

BMW CCA

GGC, BMW CCA

Membership address corrections are only ac-
cepted at the BMW CCA website or national office.

MEMBER UPDATES

By joining the BMW Car Club of America (BMW 
CCA), you provided personal information that allows 
us to contact you. BMW CCA provides this information 
to the Golden Gate Chapter of the BMW Car Club of 
America (GGC BMW CCA) for the following purposes:

• To send the GGC magazine  
(Die Flüsternde Bombe) by U.S. Mail.

• To help us create content and events most 
relevant to you. 

• To alert you to updated information and 
other new services from ggcbmwcca.org 
using an email announcement list.

GGC BMW CCA does not distribute personal 
information to any third parties. The information you 
provide to BMW CCA to be used by the GGC will 
not be used for any other purpose—we promise.

PRIVACY STATEMENT

Board Members

GGC BOARD 
  Board@ggcbmwcca.org

PRESIDENT 
  Donna Seeley 
  President@ggcbmwcca.org 

VICE PRESIDENT 
  Kelly Collins 
  VicePresident@ggcbmwcca.org

SECRETARY 
  Aleksey Kadukin 
  Secretary@ggcbmwcca.org

TREASURER 
  Tamara Hull 
  Treasurer@ggcbmwcca.org

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
  Ian Dunn 253 797-0273 
  MembershipChair@ggcbmwcca.org

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
  Roger Ball, Canyon Chan

Event Staff
CHIEF DRIVING INSTRUCTORS 
  Billy Maher  707 546-5572 
  Peter Vinsel 
  TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

CHIEF STEWARD 
  Peter Guagenti 
  ChiefSteward@ggcbmwcca.org

TRACK SCHOOL PROJECT MANAGER 
  Kelly Collins  
  TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

DRIVING EVENTS COORDINATOR  
  Tammi Hull 
  DEC@ggcbmwcca.org

CHIEF SCRUTINEER 
  Ramon Le Francois  408 956-1662

CAR-CONTROL CLINIC COORDINATORS 
  Canyon Chan, Grant Low, Mark Magee,  
      and Paula Williamson 
  CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org

AUTOCROSS COORDINATOR 
  Rodger Ball and Jeff Roberts 
  Autox@ggcbmwcca.org

AUTOCROSS CAR CLASSIFICATIONS 
   Daniel McCormick 
   AutoxClassify@ggcbmwcca.org

TECHNICAL SESSION COORDINATOR 
  Aleksey Kadukin 
  TechSessions@ggcbmwcca.org

CLUB RACING 
  OPEN 
  ClubRacing@ggcbmwcca.org 
  www.bmwccaclubracing.com

BMW FESTORICS COORDINATORS 
  Linda Axelson and Jeff Cowan 
  Info@festorics.org

SOCIAL EVENTS DIRECTOR 
  Mike Zampiceni 
  SocialDirector@ggcbmwcca.org

CHARITABLE EVENTS COORDINATOR 
  Joe Fant 
  CharitableEvents@ggcbmwcca.org

CHAPTER INFORMATION

Bombe Team

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
  Kelly Kirkland  650 400-9300 
  Bombe@ggcbmwcca.org

ADVERTISING MANAGER 
  Percy Chow   925 323-4844 Cell 
   925 215-3547   Off 
  Advertising@ggcbmwcca.org

AD BILLING MANAGER 
  Percy Chow 
  AdBills@ggcbmwcca.org

REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS 
  Jonathan Bush, Percy Chow, Frank Cowan,  
     and Dennis Harrold

PRINTING 
  Commerce Printing

Requests for replacement or extra cop-
ies of the GGC newsletter should be 
directed to the membership chair.

Communications Team

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER  
  Kelly Collins  
  CommMgr@ggcbmwcca.org

WEBMASTER   
  Kris Linquist 
  Webmaster@ggcbmwcca.org

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
  Percy Chow 
  www.percydesign.com

Area Representatives

NORTH BAY   
  Paula Williamson 707 695-3998  
  Mark Feinberg 707-292-7841 
  NorthBayRep@ggcbmwcca.org  

SAN FRANCISCO   
  Ian Dunn 253 797-0273 
  SFAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

EAST BAY   
  Mary Sandkohl 510 530-4871 
  EastAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

PENINSULA   
  Ken Glidewell 650 799-8212 
  PeninsulaAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

SOUTH BAY   
  Kris Linquist 408 392-0890 
  SouthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

MONTEREY BAY AREA   
  Mark Radovan 
  MontereyAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

SAN LUIS OBISPO AREA   
  Dennis Harrold  805 266-9214 
  SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

BMW CCA Pacific Region VP
NATIONAL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE 
  Jeff Cowan 650 322-4938 
  PacificRVP@bmwcca.org

Rhone Ranger Tour

Late Harvest, December  2010 

The Rhone Ranger tour was 
a spirited three-hour drive 

through the Santa Cruz Mountains 
and Big Basin in December. At Big 
Basin Vineyards, we stopped for a 
catered lunch buffet and vineyard tour. 
While we enjoyed the wine-tasting, 
everyone  also enjoyed the outstand-
ing view of the Santa Cruz hills and 
mountain ridges. Here are some of the 
attendees’ responses to the day:

Dave and I had a great time 
on the drive to Big Basin 

Vineyards in December. In spite of the 
rain, it was a beautiful drive—though 
watching Dave navigate the narrow 
roads, with the bigger vehicles racing 
toward us from the opposite direction, 
was somewhat nerve-racking. Thank-
fully, I survived. 

I also enjoyed the Fall colors of the 
leaves against the backdrop of the park 
as we zipped along through the park. 
At times, it felt like I was an extra in 
a movie.

The spread of food that greeted us 
inside the barrel room at the winery 
was such a welcome sight! Everything 
was perfect—not to mention the awe-
some people we met and the great 
conversations we had. Hope we can do 
this again soon!

Here is the link to one of the videos 
from the drive—not the best quality, 
as we didn’t have the right camera. I 
hope you can get a sense of how much 
we enjoyed the ride: http://vimeo.com/
jacquepeters/videos.

Thank you.

Jacqueline E. Peters

The Rhone Rangers tour was 
my first BMW CCA event, and 

I had an absolute blast! It was defi-
nitely a great experience. Where ever 
I looked, I had a great view out the 
windows of my E36 M3—both sides 
had spectacular scenery, while ahead 
and behind was a line of beautiful 
BMWs. I especially liked seeing one 
other E36, several M coupes, and the 
beautiful Henna E30 M3. 

The wine and food were delicious—
and a great bargain for just $26. I was 
so inspired by the whole event that 
instead of taking Highway 101 home, 
I took Skyline all the way back to San 
Mateo. This was a fantastic first experi-
ence—and most definitely not my last. 
Thank you, GGC BMW CCA!

Michael Martin
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MOTOR SPORTSMOTOR SPORTS

Borelli Motor Sports gets car storage.
“I can ask Borelli Motor Sports’ on-site mechanic, Scott 

Riechers to pull out the car and give him a list of things 
to be prepped, and I know the car will be ready and 

waiting when I arrive. This way, I get to the track 
on-time and fresh, rather than exhausted from 

all the running around before a race.”

BORELLI MOTOR SPORTS
Premier-class vehicle storage and services at Club Auto Sport

For more information on your service and storage options 
contact Scott Reichers at Borelli Motorsports
521 Charcot Avenue, Suite 211, San Jose, CA 95131. 
408-453-4700 • www.borellimotorsports.com • www.clubautosport.net

Mark Magee
Owner, 1995 BMW M3 Lightweight

Creative contact: mary@CreativeJuicesDesign.net   408-354-3977 Club Auto Sport Contact : Mike Cesario   (408) 521-7123

YOUR INDEPENDENT BMW, MINI, MERCEDES, AUDI SPECIALIST

925.932.8744
2008 Mount Diablo Blvd. Walnut Creek, CA 94596

www.mserviceinc.com

Experience Excellence.
Responsive. Professional. Courteous...

...to you and your car.
Discover why our customers recommend
us to their friends.

Your Dealer Alternative.

& service at its best!MINI
MercedesBMW

Now Servicing

2740-Mservice-BombeAD1.indd   1 2/29/08   11:23:03 AM
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HAVE YOU MOVED?  Please send address changes directly to the BMW CCA National Office at:
info@bmwcca.org, or sign in to your account and update your membership record at www.bmwcca.org.

Want  to join the Club? Call 800 878-9292 or go to www.bmwcca.org and sign up for only $48!

POSTMASTER PLEASE NOTE: 
Material is dated, thanks.

At Commerce Printing, we are committed to minimizing the environmental impact of our operations. 
From simply recycling our paper trimmings to powering our entire facility with wind energy, we remain 

dedicated to the conservation of our natural resources for the present as well as future generations.

live green print green

916.442.8100  •  www.commerceprinting.com
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