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Break out of your daily-driving routine and 
try something new—a Golden Gate Chapter 
high-performance driving school emphasiz-
ing safety, learning, and fun! 

All skill levels are welcome—it’s great for 
first-timers and experienced drivers alike. 
Our dedicated team of experienced instruc-
tors will help you learn at a comfortable and 
enjoyable pace. Please visit the GGC website 
for all of the information you’ll need to ap-
ply and prepare for this school. 

I t ’s  not  heal thy to have a

Thunderhill 
Raceway
November 9-11, 2012

Photo courtesy: gotbluemilk.com

• Each student is assigned an 
instructor!

• This is not a racing school!

• Online application at 
MotorsportReg.com

• Single-and multi-event 
Lockton HPDE® Insurance 
policy available

• School price is $450 for 
BMW CCA members, $498 
for non-members (includes 
a 1-year non-refundable 
BMW CCA membership)

• Registration closes 
10/28/12 or sooner, based 
on space availablity.

GGCBMWCCA.org

Thunderhill Raceway is located 7 miles west of I-5 
on Highway 162 in lovely Willows, California.

One Track Mind



October 2012Die Flüsternde Bombe2



Your input is encouraged!   
Magazine submissions 
deadline is the first of each 
month prior to publication. 
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The BMW Car Club of America, lnc. is a not-for-profit national as-
sociation of over 70,000 members, dedicated to the enjoyment of 
driving BMWs. Membership is not limited to BMW owners and aims to 
provide access to driving and social events, maintenance and technical 
information, parts discounts, and more. Dues are $48 per year, with an 
associate member added for $10 more. Members receive the monthly 
Roundel magazine and a newsletter from their local chapter, or from a 
chapter of their choice. The Golden Gate Chapter is one of the largest 
chapters in the BMW CCA with over 4,300 members. 

For a new membership or to renew an existing one, please call toll free 
800 878-9292 or visit www.bmwcca.org. Visa and Mastercard accepted. 

BMW CCA mailing address:
640 South Main St., Suite 201
Greenville, SC 29601 
Phone: 864 250-0022
Fax: 864 250-0038
www.bmwcca.org

BMW CCA

Golden Gate Chapter, BMW CCA, Inc. is a nonprofit California 
corporation, it is a chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, and 
is not connected with Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or BMW of 
North America. Die Flüsternde Bombe is a publication of the Golden 
Gate Chapter, all ideas, opinions, and suggestions expressed in regard 
to technical or other matters are solely those of the authors, and no 
authentication, endorsement, or guarantee is expressed or implied. 
Golden Gate Chapter BMW CCA, Inc. assumes no liability for any of 
the information contained herein. No factory approval is implied unless 
so indicated. Modification of your BMW within the warranty period 
may void the warranty, and some modifications may violate federal 
or state laws or regulations. All contents remain the property of the 
chapter, but BMW CCA and BMW ACA chapters may quote or copy 
from the publication, provided full credit is given to the author and the 
Golden Gate Chapter, unless otherwise noted or specifically prohibited. 

Chapter Mailing Address: 
Golden Gate Chapter BMW CCA
68 Mitchell Blvd, Suite 250
San Rafael, CA 94903

GGC, BMW CCA

Membership address corrections are only accepted at the 
BMW CCA website or national office.

MEMBER UPDATES

By joining the BMW Car Club of America (BMW CCA), you provided 
personal information that allows us to contact you. BMW CCA provides 
this information to the Golden Gate Chapter (GGC) of the BMW CCA 
for the following purposes:

• To send the GGC magazine  
(Die Flüsternde Bombe) by U.S. Mail.

• To help us create content and events most relevant to you. 
• To alert you to updated information and other new services 

from ggcbmwcca.org using an email announcement list.
GGC BMW CCA does not distribute personal information to any 

third parties. The information you provide to BMW CCA to be used 
by the GGC will not be used for any other purpose—we promise.

PRIVACY STATEMENT

Board Members

GGC BOARD Board@ggcbmwcca.org

PRESIDENT Donna Seeley. President@ggcbmwcca.org 

VICE PRESIDENT Kelly Collins, VicePresident@ggcbmwcca.org

SECRETARY Jared Petrie, Secretary@ggcbmwcca.org

TREASURER Tamara Hull. Treasurer@ggcbmwcca.org

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR Ian Dunn, 253 797-0273, MembershipChair@ggcbmwcca.org

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE Roger Ball, Canyon Chan

Event Staff

CHIEF DRIVING INSTRUCTORS Billy Maher, 707 546-5572 
Peter Vinsel, TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

CHIEF STEWARD Jeff Stowe  

TRACK SCHOOL PROJECT MANAGER Kelly Collins, TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

DRIVING EVENTS COORDINATOR Tammi Hull,   DEC@ggcbmwcca.org

CHIEF SCRUTINEER Ramon Le Francois, 408 956-1662

CAR-CONTROL CLINIC COORDINATORS Canyon Chan, Grant Low, Mark Magee, and 
Paula Williamson: CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org

AUTOCROSS COORDINATOR Rodger Ball and Jeff Roberts,   Autox@ggcbmwcca.org

AUTOCROSS TIMING & SCORING Brian Cheung, AutoxTiming@ggcbmwcca.org

TECHNICAL SESSION COORDINATOR Hernan Pelassini, TechSessions@ggcbmwcca.org

SOCIAL EVENTS COORDINATOR Eric Ries, SocialDirector@ggcbmwcca.org

DRIVING TOURS ORGANIZER Mike Zampiceni, Tours@ggcbmwcca.org

CHARITABLE EVENTS COORDINATOR Joe Fant, CharitableEvents@ggcbmwcca.org

Bombe Team

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Kelly Kirkland, 650 400-9300, Bombe@ggcbmwcca.org

ADVERTISING MANAGER Percy Chow, 925 323-4844, Advertising@ggcbmwcca.org

REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS  Jonathan Bush, Percy Chow, Dennis Harrold

PRINTING Commerce Printing

 Requests for replacement or extra copies of the GGC newsletter should be directed to the 
membership chair.

Communications Team

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER Kelly Collins, CommMgr@ggcbmwcca.org

WEBMASTER Kris Linquist, Webmaster@ggcbmwcca.org

GRAPHIC DESIGN Percy Chow, www.percydesign.com

Area Representatives

NORTH BAY  Paula Williamson, 707 695-3998, NorthBayRep@ggcbmwcca.org

SAN FRANCISCO Ian Dunn, 253 797-0273, SFAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

EAST BAY Mary Sandkohl, 510 530-4871, EastAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

PENINSULA  Ken Glidewell, 650 799-8212, PeninsulaAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

SOUTH BAY Kris Linquist, 408 392-0890, SouthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

MONTEREY BAY AREA Mark Radovan, 831 421-0519, MontereyAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

SAN LUIS OBISPO AREA Dennis Harrold, SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

BMW CCA Pacific Region VP

NATIONAL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE Jeff Cowan, 650 322-4938, PacificRVP@bmwcca.org

CHAPTER INFORMATION

Commit to: 1 issue 2-3 issues 4-7 issues 8-10 issues
Inside black and white ads:

Full page  $344  $327  $310  $275 

1/2 page  $188  $179  $169  $150 

1/4 page  $135  $125  $113  $105 

Bus. card  $  88  $ 84  $  79  $  70 

Inside color ads:
Full page  $500  $475  $450  $400

1/2 page  $263  $250  $237  $210 

1/4 page $175 $166 $156 $146

Bus. card $99 $94 $89 $84
Specified Placement fee:  25% of ad cost/mo. 

Inside front/back cover:

Full page $513 $488 $462 $410

Back Cover:   $775  $737 $698 $620

MAGAZINE AD RATES PER MONTH: Commercial Advertising: 

This publication is read monthly 
by over 4,300 BMW enthusiasts in 
Northern California. Deadline for 
new ad artwork is the fifth day of 
each month prior to publication. 
Please submit artwork to the Ad-
vertising Manager.

Commercial advertisers are re-
sponsible for supplying their own 
ad copy. All commercial advertising 
must be paid in advance. Contact the 
Advertising Manager for further de-
tails: Advertising@ggcbmwcca.org.  
Please note, this publication is sent 
Bulk Rate USPS.

For Web or Email-blast adver-
tising rates, please contact the 
Advertising Manager.

PUBLISHING
Die Flüsternde Bombe is produced monthly (except for combined 

issues Nov/Dec and Jan/Feb). Article/photo submission deadline is the 
first day of each month prior to publication. Submissions go to the  
Editor at: Bombe@ggcbmwcca.org.
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By Ian Dunn, Membership Chair

ACROSS THE BOARD
ANOTHER GREAT DRIVE: THE PINNACLES TOUR

M y first tour with the BMW CCA was the 
Pinnacles tour in 2009, led by former tour 
director David Crum. Three years later, 

I had the opportunity to lead the event myself! The tour 
kicked off at a Starbucks in Los Gatos so that everyone 
could get their caffeine fix. I was driving my E92 M3, with 
my cousin Cory navigating. 

We took Hicks Road out of town; it’s a fast, winding 
road that runs along Almaden Quicksilver County Park. 
Uh-oh: Within five miles, we passed a sign warning us of 
gravel on the road. About two weeks before the tour, I had 
made a test run of the route and had no issues with any of 
the roads; unfortunately, the road surface is the type that 
relies on fresh gravel being poured and then ground into 
the pavement. This made the first 30 minutes of the tour 
frustrating, as any significant speed caused the rear tires 
to lose grip in the corners. 

Finally, however, the road turned, and we were off the 
gravel. Once we reached Gilroy, we turned onto Highway 
25 toward Hollister. Once you pass Hollister, CA 25 goes 
straight as an arrow for about twenty miles, with surface 
so smooth it would make Germany jealous. During my dry 
run of the route, I was easily able to push my M3 to—well, 
let’s just say that it’s a satisfactorily fast car. But with 25 cars 
behind me on the tour, I kept us within the legal limits, as I 
knew what was approaching: Soon the road began to twist 
and turn, and our cars were in their proper BMW element.

We eventually turned off 25 toward King City. From 
there we took 101 back north a few miles; after exiting 
in Soledad, we headed up a one-way road to Pinnacles 
National Monument East. Thankfully, traffic was light, so 

we were able to keep up a fast pace on the narrow mountain 
road. Finally we arrived at our lunch spot, situated in a 
valley surrounded by jagged peaks. 

After lunch we backtracked down the one-lane road and 
crossed 101. From there we connected with Carmel Valley 
Road. This deserted, lonely road turned out to be the most 
enjoyable road of the tour; for the next hour, we wound our 
way toward the coast without any other traffic. The road 
wound in and out of dark forest and open meadows. 

At around 4:00 p.m. we arrived in Carmel and pulled 
off the road at a small 
restaurant. Everyone was 
exhausted from the 250-
mile tour, but had a smile 
from ear to ear. It was a 
pleasure to lead such a 
special tour—let’s make 
it an annual event from 
now on!

Our chapter driving 
tours are one of the most 
easily accessible events 
we organize (along with 
the Cars ‘n’ Coffee gatherings). There are still a few more 
opportunities left this year for you to check out one of 
these tours; this month we have the Big Basin tour and 
wine tasting, the Santa Cruz County tour, and the North 
San Luis Obispo County tour. December provides one last 
driving tour that winds through our south-most region, 
which includes a visit to the Solvang Motorcycle Museum. 
Bring out your favorite driving machine and join us!  

Photos by Ian Dunn
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To add an event to the calendar,  
email your information to:  

CommunicationsManager@ggcbmwcca.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Connect With Us
www.ggcbmwcca.org/?page=subscribe

www.ggcbmwcca.org

tinyurl.com/GGC-BMW-CCA-fan
tinyurl.com/BMWccaFacebook

tinyurl.com/BMWccaLinkedIn

BMW CCA 
Website

www.bmwcca.org
www.bmwccaOfest.org

GGC Website 
& Calendar

GGC-Monthly 
e-Blast Mailing

http://twit ter.com/ggcbmwccaautox
http://twit ter.com/bmwcca

http://twit ter.com/ggcbmwcca

 x OCTOBER
Oct 7 Napa Valley Winery Tour GG Chpt 
Napa Valley (pre-registerd members only)  Paula Williamson 
ggcbmwcca.org NorthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 11 Test Drive a BMW Watch Line GG Chpt 
Toppers Fine Jewelers, Burlingame Canyon Chan 
ggcbmwcca.org cchan.ggc@gmail.com
Oct 13 Cars ’n’ Coffee GG Chpt 
Starbucks, Santa Clara Eric Ries 
ggcbmwcca.org SocialDirector@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 14 Big Basin Vineyards Tour and Tasting GG Chpt 
Big Basin Vineyards, Saratoga Paula Williamson 
ggcbmwcca.org NorthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 15 Cars of GGC Calendar entry deadline GG Chpt 
Donna Seeley president@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 16 Board Meeting GG Chpt 
Gao Poang Restaurant, San Mateo Donna Seeley 
ggcbmwcca.org president@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 20 Car-Control Clinic GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Canyon Chan 
ggcbmwcca.org CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 21 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Jeff Roberts 
ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 27 Mountains and Munchies Tour GG Chpt 
Santa Cruz County Mike Zampiceni 
ggcbmwcca.org tours@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 28 North SLO County Tour GG Chpt 
San Luis Obispo Dennis Harrold 
ggcbmwcca.org SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

 x NOVEMBER
Nov 3 Top Driver Shootout GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Jeff Roberts 
ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
Nov 10-11 Thunderhill Driving School GG Chpt 
Thunderhill Raceway Park, Willows Kelly Collins 
ggcbmwcca.org TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org
Nov 15 Board Meeting GG Chpt 
Round Table Pizza, San Mateo Donna Seeley 
ggcbmwcca.org president@ggcbmwcca.org
Nov 17 Cars ’n’ Coffee GG Chpt 
Starbucks, Santa Clara Eric Ries 
ggcbmwcca.org SocialDirector@ggcbmwcca.org

 x DECEMBER
Dec 1 Solvang Motorcycle Museum Tour GG Chpt 
Solvang Motorcycle Museum, Solvang Dennis Harrold 
ggcbmwcca.org SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org
Dec 8 Cars ’n’ Coffee GG Chpt 
Starbucks, Santa Clara Eric Ries 
ggcbmwcca.org SocialDirector@ggcbmwcca.org
Dec 20 Board Meeting GG Chpt 
Round Table Pizza, San Mateo Donna Seeley 
ggcbmwcca.org president@ggcbmwcca.org

Calendar
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We need twelve months of photos and a cover to fill our annual 
print calendar, so dig through your favorite beauty shots for 
the photo you want immortalized in print!

Send your photos to GGC president Donna Seeley before 
October 15: CarsOfGGC@gmail.com

Requirements:
•	No cars from previous calendars, but their stablemates 

are welcome

•	Large landscape format (at least 11.5” wide by 9.0” tall)

•	High-resolution image (150+ dpi)

•	JPEG or PNG format only

If you send links, make sure each link is to one full-reso-
lution picture.

Please include the following information in your email:

•	Car year and model

•	Owner’s full name

•	Location and date of the picture (extra credit for GGC 
events; double extra credit if Donna’s car is also in the shot!)

Important: We must have the photographer’s permission 
to publish the picture. If you didn’t take the picture, please 
get permission before you submit it, and include the 
photographer’s name. 

GGC Calendar Photos

800.535.2002 • www.BavAuto.com

10-15% off Cool Carbon S/T pads

Simply the best street /track pads for BMW &
MINI. Read real–world reviews at 

blog.BavAuto.com/go/CoolCarbon. 

Made in 
Germany!Made in 
Germany!

Sale!
thru Oct 31

1495R4_BavHalfpg_Bavarian1495_GoldenGate0411  6/28/12  8:55 AM  Page 1
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BOARD MEETINGS
October 16, 7:00 p.m.
Gau Poang, 1208 South El Camino Real  San Mateo
Donna Seeley: president@ggcbmwcca.org

Board meetings are open to all members; they’re a great 
way to get involved with your chapter! Come join us for 
some lively conversation!

TEST DRIVE A NEW BMW WATCH LINE
October 11, 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Toppers Fine Jewelers, 1315 Burlingame Ave., Burlingame

Ball Watches and BMW got together earlier this year 
to create a new line of timepieces with design cues and 
standards from BMW automotive DNA.

Topper Fine Jewelers invites members of the Golden 
Gate Chapter to attend an exclusive first look at the new 
Ball collection of BMW watches that are about to be 
released. The viewing will be held on Thursday, October 
11, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Toppers store in Burlingame. 

Samples of the new watches will be on hand, and cham-
pagne and appetizers will be served. Special one-night-
only pre-order prices will be available on these watches, 
and special values will be offered to Club members on 
other in-store items.

To RSVP, or for pre-order prices and more information, 
contact Rob Caplan (info@topperjewelers.com or 888/730-
2221) or Canyon Chan (cchan.ggc@gmail.com).

CARS ’N’ COFFEE: SOUTH BAY
October 13, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Starbucks, 3551 Homestead Road, Santa Clara
Eric Ries: SocialDirector@ggcbmwcca.org

Please join your fellow BMW CCA members for some 
quality Cars ’n’ Coffee time! Take in a leisurely morning 
with a warm morning beverage and some great conver-
sations about BMWs—or whatever ever else happens to 
come up. The event is held at the Starbucks on Homestead 
and Lawrence Expressway in the Super Kyo-Po plaza in 
Santa Clara.

Upcoming C’n’Cs:
November 17
December 8

BIG BASIN VINEYARDS 
TOUR AND TASTING

October 14, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Big Basin Vineyards, 
14598 Big Basin Way, Saratoga
Kelly Collins, CommMgr@ggcbmwcca.org

We will start the day with a spirited 
two-hour driving tour of some local 
back roads, and finish our day at the Big Basin Vineyards 
tasting room in Saratoga Village. Weather permitting, 
we’ll be swirling and sipping on their outdoor patio as we 
sample: Wirz Riesling, Odeon Syrah/Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Alfaro Pinot Noir

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We’ll gather at 8:30 a.m. for a drivers’ meeting and 

depart promptly at 9:00 a.m.. The drive will end at the 
tasting room at 11:00 a.m. and we have the place until 12:30. 
There are plenty of restaurants in Saratoga Village for any 
informal lunch gatherings after the tasting.

The cost is $22 per person, which covers your wine 
and tasting fees. Registration is required at http://tiny.cc/
GGC_BigBasinTasting.

CAR-CONTROL CLINIC
October 20 (Marina)
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina
CCC Team: CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org

Car-control clinics are among our Club’s greatest com-
munity services. Because of these courses, there are now 
many better and safer drivers who share the road with you 
and me. Why don’t you become one of them, too?

You will learn the basics of performance-car control 
by participating in three low-speed exercises—slalom, 
skidpad, and emergency-avoidance tactics—complete 
with instruction. These exercises will better prepare you 
for situations on the track, as well as in everyday driving.

After this school, you’ll know what to do when your car 
begins to slide, or how to safely maneuver in control during 
that panic stop. Even if you think you know what you are 
doing with your current skills, come out and explore the 
limits of your car in a controlled setting. This is also an excep-
tional (and fun!) school for teenagers and beginning drivers.

Attending a car-control clinic is a prerequisite for all 
first-timers (with no previous on-track driving experience) 
who plan to attend our high-performance driving schools.

Event cost is $120 for BMW CCA members and $168 
for non-members (which includes a one-year BMW CCA 
membership). Lunch is included. If you plan to attend, 
please read our event overview!

Registration for our clinics begins approximately 6–8 
weeks before the event. For more information, see the CCC 
Overview or contact the CCC team.

GGC AUTOCROSS
October 21
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina
Autocross team: autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

Autocross events are low-to-medium-speed auto-
racing meets that are often run in parking lots and on 
airport runways. Generally, a course will be defined using 
traffic cones. One at a time, drivers negotiate the course, 
testing their skills against the clock. Time penalties are 
charged for disturbing cones, with a penalty of one second 
per cone. As a rule, each driver takes six or seven runs at 
an event, and is awarded the best time of all runs taken.

This is an inexpensive, safe way to experience racing. It 
develops your driving ability, and helps you discover your 
car’s capabilities and limitations—making you a better, 
safer driver on the road. Many would-be race drivers use it 
as a jumping-off point into the sport of road racing, but the 
greatest thrill of autocross is the challenge of beating your 
own “personal best” time. It’s fun! Want to learn more? 

Register here!
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Check out our Autocross Primer at ggcbmwcca.com under 
Driving Events>Autocross, or visit bmwautocross.com.

You don’t have to drive a BMW in order to participate, but 
all participants must be BMW CCA members. If you are not 
currently a member, you can add a BMW CCA membership 
during the registration process and pay during checkout.

Event cost is $50 (a sack lunch is optional for an extra 
$5). Our lunch break is only 30 minutes long. You must 
return on time! The drivers’ meeting begins at 9:00 a.m.; 
if you miss the drivers’ meeting, you will not be allowed 
to participate in the event.

Registration is only at MotorsportReg.com
Upcoming dates: Nov. 3 (Top Driver Shootout: Marina)

MOUNTAINS, MUNCHIES, 
AND MUNICH MACHINES
October 27, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m
Meet: Hobee’s, 165 Los Gatos Saratoga Rd., Los Gatos
RSVP by Thursday, October 25 to 
Mike Zampiceni, tours@ggcbmwcca.org

The roads of southern Santa Cruz County await you! 
Our last Bay Area driving tour of the year will wend 
through some seldom traveled roads and finish at a 
popular Thai restaurant in Soquel.

Meet at Hobee’s in Los Gatos at the corner of Highway 9 
and University Ave. at 9:00 to sign waivers. We’ll have a 
quick drivers’ meeting at 9:15 for route instructions and 
to discuss the tour, then we’ll head out promptly at 9:30 
for a leisurely to moderately paced tour. 

We’ll take a circuitous route to Summit Road, then 
drive the entire length (which becomes Highland Ave.), 
continuing on all the way to Corralitos in the Watsonville 
area. The mountain-range views on portions of Highland 
are stunning, but be advised that there’s about a five-mile 
stretch that probably hasn’t been repaved in 50 years. 
There are undulations, patched potholes, and some that 
aren’t patched; but rest assured, we’ll drive slowly through 
this section. The tour continues over some country roads 
in the Watsonville area, then over to Highway 1, where 
we’ll head north a few miles to Soquel for lunch.

Our final stop will be for lunch at the Star of Siam 
restaurant (http://starofsiamsoquel.com/), which has a 
large selection of great Thai dishes—most of which are 
under $10! 

RSVP to Mike Zampiceni no later than Thursday, 
October 25, with the number of people in your party, a 
contact phone number, and whether you’re planning on 
attending the lunch. 

NORTH SLO COUNTY TOUR
October 28, 10:00 a.m.
Home Depot, 1551 Froom Ranch Rd., San Luis Obispo
Dennis Harrold, SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

Join us for a spirited run through our North 
Woods, beginning on the coast and winding our way 
through Morro Bay and Cayucos to McPhee’s Grill in 
Templeton for lunch.

THUNDERHILL DRIVING SCHOOL!
November 9–10
Thunderhill Raceway Park, Willows 
Kelly Collins: TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

Come learn the art of high-performance driving at 
our Thunderhill driving school! The focus of our driv-
ing school is on safety and education; every student is 
assigned an instructor until they are signed off at the 
event. Our dedicated team of experienced instructors 
will help you learn at a comfortable and enjoyable pace.

Your vehicle must undergo a technical inspection by a 
qualified mechanic within 30 days of the event. Bring the 
completed, stamped, and signed GGC Tech Inspection Form 
with you to registration. Self-techs are not allowed, and 
tech-inspection forms other than GGC’s will not be accepted.

Check the website for additional details.

SOLVANG MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM
December 1, 10:00 a.m.
Panera Bread, 540 E. Betteravia Road, Santa Maria 
Dennis Harrold, SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

Join us for a drive through the Santa Ynez Valley, and 
lunch at the River Grill in Solvang. Our final destination 
is the Solvang Vintage Motorcycle Museum, where you’ll 
see an outstanding collection of racing bikes.

GGC FACEBOOK PAGE/TWITTER
Thanks to everyone who “likes” the Golden Gate Chap-

ter BMW CCA on Facebook! At this point, there are 1,212 
of you—and the numbers keep growing! Our Facebook 
page can help you to stay up to date on the latest chapter 
happenings: news, social events, and driving events.

Not on board yet, but want to be? Find us at tinyurl.
com/GGC-BMW-CCA-fan. 

You can also follow us on Twitter @ggcbmwcca. We’ll 
tweet the latest info from our various events and keep you 
posted on all things GGC!

CHAPTER MERCHANDISE
It’s time to stock up on eco-friendly hoodies, shirts, and 

caps with the GGC logo to show everyone your chapter 
pride! Our two stores also have chapter stickers, mugs, 
mouse pads, license-plate frames, and bags. Don’t forget 
to pick up the latest edition of the Cars Of GGC calendar, 
too! Visit our merchandise and apparel stores at www.
cafepress.com/ggcbmwcca and www.ces.landsend.com/
BMWCCA-GoldenGate. 

BMW COLLECTABLES
Looking for some cool, historic BMW-related paraphernalia 

to fill out your collection? The BMW CCA Foundation’s online 
store is filled with temptations for you. They now have over 230 
different BMW brochures listed—both cars and motorcycles. 

Be sure to check out all the other great items in the store. 
They are still offering free shipping within the U.S., and 
they’re constantly adding new items to the store, so check 
the site out often: www.bmwccaFoundationStore.com.  
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By Ian Dunn

Photos by Jeff Cowan and Ian Dunn

I f you could drive any car, anywhere in the world, 
what would it be, and where would you go? 
That’s a question I’ve often daydreamed about 

since I was a kid—and this past August, I was fortunate 
enough to carry it out. 

The inspiration to my answer was an episode of 
Top Gear titled “Best Driving Road In The World” 
(Season 10, Episode 1). The 
episode started like most Top 
Gear adventures, with each 
host picking a car for the jour-
ney. Jeremy Clarkson choose 
the ostentatious Lamborghini 
Gallardo Superlegera, James 
“Captain Slow” May picked 
the impractical Aston Martin 
DBS race car, and Richard Ham-
mond—the Hamster —claimed 

the stripped-down Porsche GT3 RS. Their search for 
the greatest driving road took them through mountain 
passes in the Italian, Swiss, and Austrian Alps. 

Planning for my trip began in early 2012, and 
accompanying me on this epic trip would be Pacific 
Region VP Jeff Cowan. After hours of research, I 
mapped out a 900-kilometer loop through the Alps, 
starting in Zurich, that would pass us over six of the 
ten best driving roads in the world. For cars, I had my 
heart set on the magnificent Ferrari 458 Italia—until I 
got a quote from the rental agency, and realized it was 
the same as my budget for the whole trip! 

For about half the price of the Ferrari, I could have 
the Maserati Gran Coupe, an Audi R8 V8, an Aston 
Martin V8 Vantage, or a Porsche 911 S—all great cars—
but when I heard that they would have the all new 2012 

Porsche 911 S Cabrio in time for 
my trip, the choice was made. 

Jeff and I met up in Frank-
furt on August 16, where we 
picked up our rental for the 
next week, a BMW E93 320d 
manual. We jumped on the 
Autobahn and made our way to 
the Nürburgring. Despite being 
a four-banger, the 320d had tons 
of torque and had no problem 

FROM DAYDREAM 
TO REALITY
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staying in the fast lane in the unlimited sections. On one 
of the straights we were able to push the little diesel up 
to 237 kph (about 147 mph); never has freeway driving 
been so exciting!

As we arrived at the Nürburgring, we could see 
Mercedes, Audi, and Porsche testing prototypes. Once 
I got closer to the track, I caught a glimpse of the yet-
to-be-released Porsche 918 hybrid supercar. For our 
track time, we rented a race-prepped VW Sirocco Cup, 
which is built on the GTi chassis but has a lower center 
of gravity and a more powerful two-liter turbo push-
ing around 225 horsepower. The first day we each ran 
two laps to get accustomed to the track. As it was my 
first track experience outside a BMW CCA school, the 
unlimited passing rules and insanely fast cars on the 
track were quite intimidating. 

At the beginning of Day Two, I was able to buy a seat 
in the back of the BMW F10 M5 Ring Taxi. Not only was it 

the most fun roller-coaster I had ever been on, it gave me 
a fresh perspective on how to approach such a technical 
track. When I got back into the Scirocco that day, I imme-
diately felt more comfortable in the car, and more familiar 
with the Ring. Feeling how the weight transitioned in the 
heavy M5 helped me understand how and where to use 
the momentum of the light-by-comparison Scirocco to 
get around turns faster. By the end of the day, I felt I was 
pushing the car and myself to our limits; it was time to 
call it quits before I made a mistake. 

While having lunch next to the BMW M Nurbur-
gring Testing Cen-
ter, we were lucky 
enough to spot the 
next-generation M3 
sedan in full cam-
ouflage driving back 
and forth to the Ring. 
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The deep, throaty exhaust note left us guessing what 
will be under the hood, and the huge brakes had the 
look of carbon ceramic rotors. Only time will tell if we 
were right!

After two days driving the Nordschleife, we made our 
way to the Grand Prix track for the DTM race. The 2012 
season marks the return of BMW to the series following 
a twenty-year absence. The last time BMW raced in the 
series, it was dominant with the E30 M3. The race lasted 
just over an hour, and we couldn’t have asked for much 
better results, with BMW taking first and third. 

We kicked off our Alps driving tour from Zurich on 
August 21, with the 2012 Porsche 911 S Cabrio delivered 
to our hotel at 8:00 a.m. I was like a kid on Christmas 
morning, and couldn’t contain my excitement; months 
of planning were about to come together! After mak-
ing a hefty insurance deposit on our credit card, they 
handed over the keys and we were off. 

Heading southwest from Zurich, we made our way 
toward Lucerne, where we turned off the freeway for 
Glaubenbeilen Pass. As this is a less-popular pass, 
traffic was minimal, and for the first time we were able 
to push the 911. The hills were alive with the sound 
of 400 Porsche horses! Thanks to an exhaust by-pass 
switch, we were able to enjoy the flat-six soundtrack at 
all engine speeds. In fact, we didn’t even use the car’s 
stereo for most of the trip. 

In the afternoon, we ventured over Grimsel, fol-
lowed by Furka Pass, my favorite stretch of the entire 
tour. For James Bond fans, the chase scene from Gold-
finger with the Aston Martin DB5 and Ford Mustang 
was filmed on Furka. The road conditions were unlike 
anything we have in the States, especially when you 
consider that this pass is closed in the winter under 
several feet of snow. The kilometers flew by as we 
zigzagged over spaghetti blacktop, with views of jag-
ged mountains and 10,000-year-old glaciers. Even at 
altitude, the Porsche made quick work of any traffic 
that got in our way, allowing us to drive at a spirited 
pace most of the time. 

When we arrived in Locarno, Switzerland, for our 
first night on the tour, it was about 90-degrees, which 
made the swimming pool at our hotel a welcome treat 
after seven hours of driving with the top down. 

Day Two would take us over Saint Bernadino just 
north of the Italian border. Known as one of the smoothest 
passes in the Alps, it often attracts vintage-rally drives. 
The road winds along the sides of mountains, passing 
through Italian-influenced villages and deserted castles. 
In the afternoon we crossed over Albula Pass en route 
to St. Moritz, a ritzy ski town tucked between a lake and 
mountains, very reminiscent of Lake Tahoe. 

On the last day we would tackle Stelvio Pass in Italy, 
the one Clarkson declared the best driving road in the 
world. But my excitement for the pass was short-lived: 
It quickly became apparent that the secret was out; the 
entire pass was lined with traffic, including RVs that 
had no business driving on such a narrow, winding 
road. It also became apparent that the Italian govern-
ment must have been cutting their road budget, as the 
surface looked like Market Street in San Francisco. 
While the views were amazing, it comes nowhere near 
the top of my Best Driving Roads list for this trip. 

As we made our way back to Zurich, we took Fluela 
Pass to Davos. Thankfully, it was deserted, compared 
to Stelvio, and allowed us to wind out the Porsche one 
last time. I honestly didn’t think it could get much 
better than my E92 M3, but this car raised the bar for 
me. The brakes and suspension in particular were flaw-
less, despite the constant abuse we subjected them to. 
The chassis was so well sorted I forgot I was driving 
a convertible!

This was a trip of a lifetime, and I recommend it to 
anyone with a passion for cars. And if it sounds like 
I’m ready to sell my M3 and join the Porsche fan club, 
fear not: I just added a second BMW to my garage, an 
E30 325ix. While the 2012 Porsche 911 S is an incredible 
machine, it’s not good enough to justify the $70,000 
premium over my M3.  

Sources: http://www.ultimatedrives.net/ 

Jeff says “hello” to Joey Hand, BMW’s 
US- and European-series race driver, 
and Sacramento-area native.

Ian and Jeff check out one of the safety vehicles—a 
BMW X6— for the DTM race.
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The BMW Welt in Munich houses 
an incredible array of BMW 
paraphernalia and historic cars.
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S ome say the journey is more important than 
the destination. For my trip to the BMW 
CCA Legends Of The Autobahn concours, 

the journey certainly wasn’t more important—but it did 
set the stage! Early on a bright Friday morning, I set out 
down Highway 101, south to Monterey. The first interest-
ing car I noticed on the road was a nice blue Cobra with 
white racing stripes bearing down on me in the HOV lane; 
I waved as he passed, as I always do to other top-down 
enthusiasts, and got a friendly nod. 

This is the Bay Area, so I’m used to seeing cars like this 
on a fair occasion. Not long afterwards, though, I spotted 
another Cobra—this time all white, with a passenger. 
Another wave, another nod, and I started to think that 
this might be a good day. 

As I approached the coast, a nice blanket of fog greeted 
me. Of course, it wasn’t quite cold enough to put the top up, 
but I certainly turned on the heated seats. Once Monterey 
Bay came into view, I got another feeling of anticipation 
for the day’s events, but not until I passed the Seventeen-
Mile Drive turnout did I really get a taste for what was to 
come: a bright orange Lamborghini, with racing decals. 
You could feel this car coming. It was loud, it was mean, 
and when I saw it on my bumper in my rearview mirror, 
a chill went down my spine. The driver turned around—
illegally—and disappeared in a cloud of smoke and awe.

Enough about those non-German machines, though. 
When I made the turn onto Carmel Valley Road and got 
my bearings, I noticed that I was in the middle of a pack 
of BMWs. We were all headed to the same place: the Leg-
ends Of The Autobahn. We were waved through toward 
BMW corral parking and herded to a nice spot on the 
grass. I didn’t want to embarrass myself, so I got out some 
waterless cleaner and touched up the brake dust on my 
wheels. The only thing I forgot was a card, or some other 

LEGENDS OF THE AUTOBAHN 

BMW brought its newest concept car—the Z4 Zagato Roadster—
for us to see before its official unveiling at Pebble Beach.
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way of letting passers-by know I was 
associated with the GGC board. Sorry!

The reason I really wanted to 
attend the show was to see BMW’s 
elusive one-off M8 prototype. Now, I 
know that most BMW enthusiasts are 
more focused on the M3’s racing heri-
tage, and that the M8 was a belated 
attempt to make the bulky, heavy E31 
8 Series into some kind of supercar, 
but there’s just something about a big, 
overpowered BMW coupe that I really 
find fascinating. It’s one of the reasons 
I purchased and loved my E63 Sixer.

The funny thing about the M8 is that, aside from the 
carbon-fiber wheel covers, it is nearly indistinguishable 
from the other Eights. I met a fellow with a very nice 
camera standing near the M8, and we wondered how 
many people walking around had no idea what they were 
seeing. The interior was very barren: Racing seats and a 
few creature comforts really set this car apart from the 
comfortable cruisers parked nearby. 

As a BMW fanatic, I was so overwhelmed by all the 
cars there that I had to take a break from the M8 and walk 
around; after all, it would be there all day. (It was on loan 
from BMW AG—the first time it’s been seen outside of Ger-
many.) There were plenty of cars I had never seen before, 

such as an M1. I took a few pictures of the mid-mounted 
engine and spoke with Mike Ura, the caring owner. He 
is the kind of guy who loves talking about his car, and I 
thoroughly enjoyed chatting with him. 

The star of the show—as BMW wanted it to be—was 
the BMW Z4 Zagato Roadster concept. It was roped off 
under a tent in the center of the display. It was a wonderful 
work of art; I just wonder if it had the grace and elegance 
in driving to match.

I won’t go into too much detail on the competition cars 
there—plenty of old Mercedes and Porsches, all dressed 
up to look their best; plenty of models I hadn’t heard of, 
and plenty more I would never see again. 

By Jared Petrie

Photos by Don Louv

President of BMW NA Ludwig Willisch stops by after race 
practice in the CSL and chats with Satch Carlson and  Tom 
Plucinski, NA’s Corporate Communications manager.

A young dreamer tries on John Fitzpatrick’s 1939 328, 
still hot from Fitzpatrick’s race practice at Laguna Seca.

Yes, Virginia, there really is an M8! Note the opening in the 
side window for tolls... plexiglass windows don’t roll down.
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The one car that really stood out for me, though, was an 
Estoril Blue E36 M3. At first I just marveled at the exterior. 
Then I looked more closely; this car was seriously clean. I 
mean, really! Even the engine pulleys were clean. I don’t 
care how clean your car is, once your engine pulleys are 
clean, you can hang up the towels, you’re done. The owner 
noticed my excitement over his pride and joy, and came 
over to chat. He explained to me what it means to be in 
the Super Clean class.

Later I ran into someone I hadn’t met before, but I 
immediately recognized; Satch Carlson was admiring the 
M1, and I just had to introduce myself. The thing I liked 
most about Satch was how he treated me like an old friend, 
even though we had just met. He was able to convince 
Klaus Kutscher, who was on hand from BMW Classic in 
Munich, to open the hood of the M8 so we could take a 

look at the lovely S70/1 V12. Instead, he gave Satch permis-
sion to open it himself! I lost track of time examining that 
engine. Sorry, I didn’t give you a proper goodbye, Satch!

In short, the Legends Of The Autobahn was a great 
experience. I met many interesting people, I got a chance 
to chat with owners of very interesting cars, and I even 
saw the only Audi I’ll probably ever be interested in: a 
supercharged R8. When I asked the owner if he really 
thought that necessary, he chuckled and replied, “If you 
have to ask, you wouldn’t understand.” 

I did understand, though, as an owner of a super-
charged M3. We had a nice laugh about what it was like 
driving street-legal rocket ships.

I really look forward to next year’s Legends. I wonder 
how BMW will top the M8!  

MONTEREY MOTORSPORTS REUNION RACES AT LAGUNA SECA

Kelly Kirkland

Rich Tsai of Singlelens

Don LouvDon Louv

Kyle van Hoften

For the win! John Fitzpatrick overtakes another group of competitors in his 
BMW 1939 328 and roars off to win his race.
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MONTEREY MOTORSPORTS REUNION RACES AT LAGUNA SECA

Kelly Kirkland

Don Louv

Kelly Kirkland

Kelly Kirkland Kelly Kirkland Rich Tsai of Singlelens

Rich Tsai of Singlelens

Friend of the Club and avid racer  Jeff Gerken, GM of South County BMW (San 
Diego), looks ready to tear up the course in a well exercised 2002tii.

Left: Ludwig Willisch 
and racing legend Brian 
Redman get a chuckle out 
of discovering they both 
had blue racing suits on for 
their stints in the CSL and 
M1 BMWs.

Right: Henry Schmitt, 
owner of BMW of San 

Francisco, gets props from 
the starter for an excel-
lent pre-race practice in 

his menacing M1.
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Bob Yee

Mary Sandkohl

Mary Sandkohl

By Bob Yee

We had a great turnout in late August at Peet’s Coffee  in 
the Clayton Valley Shopping Center in Concord. An 
amazing range of BMWs showed up, including three 

2002s. I was actually very pleasantly surprised to see the diversity of 
models represented; in addition to the 02s, we had an 850ci, an M3, an 
M6, an X5, and a 330ci, among others. As you would expect, the topic of 
prime importance was cars—and there was plenty of conversation and 
discussion on that topic!

Andre Lengyel showed up in his 2011 ActiveE 1 Series coupe. It’s one of 
only 700 in the United States, so it is indeed a rare vehicle. As it turned out, 
there was such collective interest, Andre gave an impromptu tech session 
on a number of wide-ranging ActiveE topics, including the field trial, the 
lease lottery, range, range anxiety, insurance, recharging logistics, economics, 
regenerative braking, eerie operational silence—and even “racing” other cars.

Even more rare was John Thurau’s 2003 Z8 Alpina. According to Wiki-
pedia, there are only 450 Z8 Alpinas in the United States, out of the 555 total 
worldwide production. To have John’s car show up at our gathering was a 
very special treat. What an awesome vehicle!

As an amusing diversion from matters BMW, two 2013 Boss 302 Mus-
tangs joined the party, one in Grabber Blue and the other in School Bus 
Yellow. Both belong to Club members, and may be seen at our car-control 
clinics and track schools. To me, Mustangs are one of the few cars where 
you can’t go wrong with any color; their contrasting vivid vibrant colors 
put an exclamation point on the fun atmosphere of the get-together. In the 
end, the marques of the cars are irrelevant when car folk get together, and 
the Brand F guys had no problem joining in.

This was my first attendance at a Club event in many years, and I was 
reminded how much fun it is to join up with car guys and gals and talk about 
cars. Family and other commitments have precluded my attending recent 
events, and it was a blast to re-introduce myself to a chapter event. Thanks 
to Mary Sandkohl for putting this Cars ’n’ Coffee event together; I had a 
great time, and I’m looking forward to the next one. I’m also encouraging 
those who haven’t attended an event to try one!  

EAST BAY CARS ’n’ COFFEE
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Bob Yee

Caffeinated Car Talk
I joined the BMW CCA as a way to interact with 
people who share a similar passion for BMW and 
cars in general. Since that time, I’m much more 
involved; I now am the social-events coordina-
tor for the chapter, I autocross almost every 
month, and I participate in a multitude of other 
events when I can. 

I do all this because I enjoy our Club and want 
to benefit from my membership. The monthly Cars ’n’ 
Coffee: South-Bay Edition I organize is my attempt to 
pull our members out of the woodwork, and give them 
an opportunity to come out to see what we have to 
offer. The event had a slow start, with only about fifteen 
cars for our first get-together in April. But five months 
later, we’re up to almost 50 cars! It’s always surprising to 
me that I meet at least one person every time who has 

never come to single BMW CCA event. I’m so happy 
to have them come out and meet the stellar members 

of our chapter—that’s what this event is all about!

At most events, you’ll find at least a few of 
the board members, and generally some of the 
other fine folks who organize our events. It’s an 

amazing way to get to know what the Club has to 
offer. I’d encourage anyone to come out; you’re free to 

come and leave as you please, so even if you’re only able 
to stay for ten minutes, that’s more than enough time 
to see some beautiful cars and meet some great people!

We now have Cars ’n’ Coffee events in South Bay, 
East Bay, and North Bay. The time and date for each 
can be found on the GGC website (ggcbmwcca.org). I’d 
encourage anyone who has the time to swing by for at 
least a few minutes to say hello!— Eric Ries, Social Director

Photos: Eric Ries
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Golden Gate Chapter, BMW CCA    Board Meeting Minutes
By Jared Petrie
Secretary, GGC BMW CCA

MINUTES

August 16, 2012

Board members in attendance: Donna Seeley, President; 
Kelly Collins, Vice President; Tamara Hull, Treasurer; Jared 
Petrie, Secretary; Canyon Chan, Member-At-Large; Rodger 
Ball, Member-At-Large; Jeff Roberts, Member-At-Large.

Board members not in attendance: Ian Dunn, Member-
ship Chair (otherwise engaged on the Nürburgring!)

Guests: Mark Magee, John Kim.

Meeting called to order at 7:22 p.m.

Next meeting scheduled for 7:00 p.m. September 16 at 
Gau Poang in San Mateo. Note venue and date change, 
which will be recurring from here on. Check ggcbmwcca.
org for updates.

Secretary’s report: Petrie

◊ July minutes approved via email
◊ No board-candidate statements received yet.

 » Current board members, please send Petrie your 
candidate statements.

Driving-events report: Hull

◊ Autocross: Roberts
 » Most recent event at Candlestick was a success.

• Longer course of around 90 seconds received 
mixed reviews

 » Next autocross is scheduled for August 25 in 
Marina

 » Discussed potential strategies for increasing 
attendance

◊ Car-control clinic: Chan
 » Tire Rack Street Survival held on July 28 was suc-

cessful, with 27 students
• Different format than our normal clinics; 

instructors learned as well!

 » Next clinic scheduled for October 20
◊ Driving schools: Collins

 » Thunderhill school scheduled for November 9–11: 
Three days!
• Registration opens soon

 » Potential Laguna Seca track date the first weekend 
in January 2013.

Members: please send your opinions on this date for a 
HPDE to Trackschools@ggcbmwcca.org

◊ Chan moves to blur license plates in driving-events 
pictures, specifically for publication in Die Flüsternde 
Bombe or for our official web presence (Facebook, 
ggcbmwcca.org, etc.), unless we have explicit permis-
sion from the car owner to show the plate.
 » Hull seconds
 » Discussion
 » Motion fails, three votes to five

Treasurer’s report: Hull

◊ We still have money!
Communications & Vice President’s Report: Collins

◊ Need to finalize member options to receive the 
Bombe via electronic delivery

Social events: Seeley

◊ GGC corral at Laguna Grand-Am, September 7–9
◊ Sonoma Raceway is allowing the GGC to have a 

corral on the lawn at Turn Eleven for the WTCC 
race, September 21-23.

President’s report: Seeley

◊ O’Fest is still coming here in 2013! [Well, Monterey—
but that’s “here,” isn’t it?!]
Adjourned at 8:57 p.m.  
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First Last City Model Year Refered By

NEW MEMBERS

John Higham Mountain View   
Stephanie Pamintuan Daly City   
Lei Qiu San Ramon   
Pardis Khosravi San Jose   Ryan Rich 
Shirali Singh Emeryville   
William Gibson Paso Robles 645Cic 2005 
Jesse Woods Santa Rosa   
Faran Najam Castro Valley   
Ryan Johns San Francisco   
Robert Comeau Arroyo Grande   
Sujan Patel San Francisco   
Nicholas Wong Cupertino   Nicholas Wong 
Jonathan Cheung Los Altos   
Simon Stahl Oakland   Quenton Smith 
Thomas van Overbeek San Jose   
Billy Mitchell San Bruno M5 2002 
Susan De Nicolo Saratoga   
Arash Keshmirian Palo Alto   Karl Gumerlock 
Christopher Chang Los Altos   
Ivailo Karamanolev E. Palo Alto   
Andrew Smith Oakland   
Debjit Mukerji Menlo Park   John McCoy 
Joshua DiValentino Berkeley   Earl V. Webster 
Bowe Van Dam Danville   
Tim Goll Foster City   
Michael Weaver Carmel By The Sea  Angie Gibson 
Kranthi Maddineni Livermore   
Daniel Czomba Pacific Grove   
Zim Gwee Burlingame   
Rick Franke Pacific Grove   Rick Walker 
Chris Lyon San Francisco   
Jim Huff San Francisco   
Gregory Green Santa Cruz   
Glenn McGovern Gilroy   
Jennifer Brabson Santa Clara   Steve Kupper 
Seth Crook Manila   
Marianne Fenwick San Jose   
Andrew Sevillia San Mateo   
Paul M. Sison Soquel   
Tarek Elgendi Pleasant Hill   Skip Beals 
Ken Ban San Jose   
Paul Gwizdak Concord   
Jason Louie San Francisco   
Rommel Bundukin S. San Francisco  Derek Lee 
Hoss Rahnema Campbell   
Kyle Frankeny Walnut Creek   
Jonathan Hung Fremont   
Alexander Karapetyan Berkeley   
Dennis Fong Berkeley   James Lee 
Jon-Michael Noe Scotts Valley   
Kim Wong Orinda   
John Witt San Leandro   
Cory Paulson S. San Francisco  
Philip Lorch Oakland   

Servicing BMW's in Campbell since 1990

408-379-7828

BMW Scheduled Inspections and Service 
Preventive Maintenance, Repairs and 
Upgrades for:

Engine

Transmission and Driveline

Suspension

Brakes

25 S. Central Ave in Campbell, California

We are passionate about BMW's and it shows in our work
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Car-Control Clinic

What you get:
•	Personalized	attention	from	
experienced	GGC	instructors

•	 Instruction	geared	to	your	level
•	Short	“chalk	talk”	followed	by	
hands-on	exercises

•	Skid	pad,	slalom,	and		
braking	exercises

•	Learn	proper	use	of	steering	
wheel,	brakes,	and	throttle

•	Approved	pre-requisite	for	on-track	
high-performance	driving	school

The Ultimate
Driving Skills

Experiment with your car’s handling! Break your old bad 
habits! Have some fun, while you pick up some useful 
driving skills! The GGC Car-Control Clinic is the perfect 
answer, whether you’re starting out as a teen driver, or 
just want to hone your talents. Remember, the Car-Control 
Clinic is a prerequisite for GGC track schools, too! But it’s 
also terrific fun—and useful!—in its own right. 

October 20, 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina

Things to know:
• Must be a member of BMW CCA 
• Must have a valid driver’s license 

(no learner’s permits)
• Notarized Minor Release Waiver 

required if you are under 18 (see 
the GGC website, clinic overview)

• Two students can share one car 
(each must register separately)

• Convertibles allowed
• Be open-minded and willing to 

have fun!

• Registration is online only: go to www.ggcBMWcca.org/Calendar
• Registration is first come, first served; opens 6-8 weeks prior to the clinic
• Only $120 per student—lunch included! ($168 for non-members, includes 

one-year membership to BMW CCA)

Photos by Christina Breton

Don’t miss the last school of the year!
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TOY BOX

By Percy Chow

Percy Chow is the Bombe’s ad manager and devoted follower of all things shiny and fast. When he’s not driving his E36 M3, he’s either on 
the Bimmerforums (LuxoM3), on an Xbox 360 with his two kids, twittering about gadgets, or just enjoying romantic movies with his wife.

BRIGHTEN UP YOUR VINTAGE BMW

O ne of the finer points about jury duty is 
the privilege of donating one day of your 
life to your community for the good of the 

citizenry. And thus I find myself in a room with others: 
some curious, some bored, some filled with anticipation. 
But all of us... just... waiting.

It’s also a great time to sit and write-up this month’s 
installment of the Toy Box. This month we’ll look at light-
ing options for your not-so-modern BMW.

High Intensity Discharge (HID) lighting is pretty 
common these days; all modern-day BMWs have this 
type of lighting as a standard feature. But if your BMW 
is more of the vintage variety, you’re most likely stuck 
with the older, halogen type of lighting. Side-by-side, an 
HID system puts out a brighter light, a farther path, and 
more lumens than its comparable halogen predecessor—in 
fact, as much as four times more of everything. And as an 
added bonus, HID systems use less power (up to 20 watts 
less, depending on the kit type), and the bulb’s usable life 
is two to four times as long.

So why not outfit all the vintage BMWs with this type 
of lighting? Well, my friends, this is why I am typing 
away as my fellow almost-jurors look on. First off, let’s 
get past the “you’ll blind people” thoughts and put this 
write-up under the “for off-road use only” category. As 
I will concede, HID systems, if discovered by local law 
enforcement, will most likely land you with a fix-it ticket. 
Okay, legal cautions aside, what has your faithful Toy Box 
writer found out for you?

Well, HID kit systems have become more widely avail-
able since the 1990s, although prices and quality will vary 
wildly. In my case, I chose an HID kit from DDMTuning.
com, which runs about $40 for the E36 models and another 
$15 for a wiring harness. The latter allows the HID kit to 
draw power off the car battery versus taxing your older 
electrical system. The kit comes with two ballasts (power 
for the lights), wiring, and a pair of HID bulbs.

Installation takes a solid hour. I used the wiring har-
ness to pick up power under hood from the battery. A 
relay in the harness picks up power/signal from the stock 
lighting connection, so when I flip on the headlights, the 
HIDs turn on. Another connector in the harness is run to 
the ballast for the HID system. From there, I mounted the 
HID ballasts inside the front bumper (it neatly tucks away 
the ballasts and wiring, plus keeps them from the heat 
of the motor). The HID bulbs go right into the headlight.

My E36 M3 had H1 bulbs in its Euro ellipsoidal hous-
ings. The housings are awesome, but the H1 size was mis-
erable for putting light onto the road, especially for all the 

freeway driving I do. But using the kit with re-based H1 
HID bulbs, my lighting value jumped from 1,400 lumens 
(halogen) to 5,000 lumens (HID). The difference is clearer, 
brighter light on the roadway. I used a 4,500-K light value 
for my HIDs, which is pretty close to sunlight. It’s the easi-
est on the eyes (both for the driver and oncoming traffic), 
as well as providing the most usable light spectrum.

Oh, and as for blinding oncoming drivers: The Euro 
ellipsoidals use a cut-off plate inside the housings to con-
trol the beam pattern. I have the lights adjusted so that the 
high portion of the beam is three feet above ground at 30 
feet in front of me—which is about headlight level for most 
all oncoming drivers. So far, after three years, I’ve had no 
high beams from fellow drivers—or any law-enforcement 
inquiries. But again, caveat emptor.

And while I am on 
the subject of caveats: 
Aftermarket HID light is 
NOT as reliable as halo-
gen lighting. How so? 
I’ve gone through four 
HID kits from DDM-
Tuning, and three sets 
of wiring harnesses. Of 
the four kits, two have 
had bad HID ballasts, 
which resulted in either 
the lights not turning on, or caused a voltage spike that 
flips out my gauges. Of the three wiring harness, two of 
them melted—one from the fuse outward to the wiring, 
and the other from the fuse collapsing. My learning curve 
has resulted in having a spare wiring harness in my 
toolbox. Do note, however, that, even in the worst cases 
of failure, the kits are fully reversible; there is no cutting 
of any of your existing wires to install the kit, as they use 
universal lighting connectors found on most BMWs from 
the ’80s through the ’90s. You could essentially keep your 
old components handy, and be back to stock in less than 
an hour.

So what’s the final verdict (no pun intended) on the 
HID system? The costs, even with failures, are laughably 
low compared to how wonderful the lighting is on the 
road. It’s like you almost look forward to driving at night 
to see all the detail on the highway. I love running HIDs 
so much that I even converted my stock fog lighting to 
HIDs, running yellow ion lights.  

DDMTuning HID Lighting Systems
Retail: $55
ddmtuning.com
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BMW CONCORD  
1945 Market Street  
Concord, CA 94520 
925 682-3577

BMW OF FREMONT 
5720 Cushing Parkway 
Fremont, CA 94538 
510 360-5900

BMW OF HUMBOLDT BAY 
1795 Central Ave. 
McKinleyville, CA  95519 
707 839-4BMW (4269)

BMW OF MONTEREY  
One Geary Plaza 
Seaside, CA 93955 
831 899-5555

BMW OF MOUNTAIN VIEW 
150 E. EI Camino Real  
Mountain View, CA 94040  
650 943-1000

BMW OF SAN FRANCISCO 
1675 Howard St  
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415 863-9000

BMW OF SANTA MARIA 
2150 South College Drive 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 
805 614-0306

COAST BMW 
1484 Auto Park Way 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405     
805 543-4423

EAST BAY BMW 
4350 Rosewood Drive 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
800 505-4801

PETER PAN BMW 
2695 S. El Camino Real 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
650 349-9077

PRESTIGE BMW 
2800 Corby Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
707 545-6602

SONNEN BMW 
1599 E. Francisco Blvd 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
415 482-2000

STEVENS CREEK BMW 
3737 Stevens Creek 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
408 249-9070

WEATHERFORD MOTORS 
735 Ashby Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
510 654-8280
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One of the many member benefits of BMW CCA is a members-only discount at various participating services 
and dealers. Below you can find the businesses in our area who offer our members a discount. Please note that 
businesses often require you to show your current CCA membership card in order to receive the discount.
Please contact us with any deletions to the list due to a company being out of business. We ask that 
additions, changes, or deletions (no longer participating in discount program) are requested by the 
business owner directly. Updates should be directed to: CommMgr@ggcbmwcca.org.
Independent Service & Supply Discounts

2002 Haus San Luis Obispo 805 541-2002 5% Parts
Alekshop Fremont 925 609-4559 10% Labor/Free Tech Insp
Auto Analysts Castro Valley 510 582-0201 10% Labor
Auto Concierge Fremont 925 852-1962 10% off quoted full detail
Bavarian Enterprises Sunnyvale 408 737-6100 Various Parts
Bavarian Motorsport Milpitas 408 956-1662 10% Parts
Bavarian Professionals Berkeley 510 524-6000 10% Labor
Bavarian Tuning Santa Rosa 707 575-3757 10% Parts/Labor
Berkeley Motor Works Albany 510 528-1214 10% Labor
Bimmers BMW Service San Carlos 650 591-2474 Various
BMW Performance Driving School Spartanburg, SC BMWusa.com 15% off driving programs
BTM Motorwerks Campbell 408 369-1911 5% Parts/Labor
Catalpa Street Garage Santa Cruz 831 464-2269 10% Parts
Classic Euro-Asian Oroville 530 534-6887 10% Parts
Corporate Auto Works Mountain View 650 691-9477 10% Parts/Labor
Diablo Motors San Ramon 925 830-4269 10% Parts/Labor
Dinan Engineering Campbell 408 866-0606 10% Labor
Dinan Engineering Mountain View 650 962-9401 10% Labor
Dinan Engineering Morgan Hill 408 779-8584 10% Labor
Double 02 Salvage Hayward 510 782-2002 10% Used Parts
Edge Motorworks Dublin 925 479-0797 10% Labor
evosport www.evosport.com 888 520-9971 10% Parts, $1000svc=free dyno
Extreme Performance San Jose 408 923-6404 10% Parts/Labor
German Auto Santa Maria 805 922-1262 10% Parts
GS Tuning Santa Rosa 707 284-2680 10% Sales/Service
Hansel Prestige Imports Santa Rosa 707 545-6602 10% Parts
Heynneman European San Rafael 415 499-1234 $50 off Service
Jam Engineering Monterey 831 372-1787 Various Parts
John Gardiner Automotive San Francisco 415 777-2697 10% Labor
Nate Smith’s Optimal Auto Santa Cruz 831 476-1332 10% Parts
M Service Walnut Creek 925 932-8744 10% Parts/Labor
Milt’s Service Garage Vallejo 707 643-7548 10% Parts/Labor
Patelco Credit Union www.Patelco.org 415 442-6200 Special Offer
Phaedrus San Francisco 415 567-8000 10% Parts
Performance Art Gilroy 408 848-6325 10% Service/Labor
Performance Technic, Inc. Pleasanton 925 426-1361 10-15% Parts
Portola Valley Garage Portola Valley 650 851-7442 10% Labor
RennWerks Performance Campbell 408 370-7480 10% Labor/5% Parts
Rossi’s Tire & Auto Service Salinas 831 424-0011 Various
SAS German Auto Pleasanton 925 846-4886 10% Parts
Schulba BMW Service Belmont 650 592-7352 10% Parts orders
Sound Innovations Hayward 510 471-9062 10% Parts
Track Star Racing Mountain View 650 961-2350 10% Parts/Labor
Valley Motorwerks Rancho Cordova 916 636-9526 10% Parts/Labor
Vanguard Motors San Francisco 415 255-8450 10% Labor
West Bay Bavarian San Rafael 415 457-0820 10% Parts/Labor/Dinan work
Dealership Discounts
BMW/Mini Concord Concord 866 704-9479 10% Parts/15% Accessories
BMW of Fremont Fremont 510 360-5900 10% Parts/ Labor/15% Accessories
BMW of Humboldt Bay McKinleyville 707 839-4269 10% Parts
BMW of Monterey Seaside 831 899-5555 10% Parts
BMW of Mountain View Mountain View 650 943-1000 10% Parts
BMW of San Francisco San Francisco 415 863-9000 10% Parts
East Bay BMW Pleasanton 800 505-4801 10% Parts

German Motor Collission Ctr San Francisco 415 551-2639 $100 off repairs over $1,000
Peter Pan BMW Parts/Svc 1625 Adrian Rd. Burlingame 650 204-7600 10% Parts
Roseville BMW Roseville 916 782-9434 10% Parts
Sonnen BMW San Rafael 415 482-2000 10% Parts
Stevens Creek BMW Santa Clara 408 249-9070 10% Parts & Labor
Weatherford BMW Berkeley 510 654-8280 Various
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Trust...V1 earns it one 
ambush at a time

 

Hello Mr. Valentine:

Here’s how much I trust my V1. Two beeps and I go 

Condition Red. 

I was on 98 through Florida’s panhandle. Only a two laner 

but the swath it cuts through Tyndall AFB is wide enough for 

a freeway, a broad ribbon of grass without interruption for 

a dozen miles, fl at as the nearby Gulf of Mexico. A car 

pulled off the pavement is visible for miles, heh, heh, 

which means the speed nazis have no place to hide. So 

they adapt.

V1 gave me two beeps, weak ones, arrow pointing ahead.

Then silence.

A few more beeps, arrow ahead, a singleton on the Bogey 

Counter. Then nothing. Traffi c was light, only two cars in 

sight, one a half-mile ahead, another just a red speck in the 

distance. And a semi oncoming just my side of the speck.

More beeps, getting stronger, arrow still forward. The 

car ahead looked about even with the semi. A two-beep 

warning, by itself, isn’t much to go on, but V1 tells me 

more—one Bogey ahead, strengthening as I go, says 

“lone ranger coming at me.” So I locked the cruise on a 

legal 60 and waited.

Just as I met the 18-wheeler, “Beeeeeeeeeeeeeep!”  

And there he was, a Florida black-and-tan tucked in tight 

behind the semi trailer where oncoming cars couldn’t see 

him, holding his instant-on till I was too close to defend. 

It’s a wicked trap, but V1 had him every time he zapped 

the cars ahead.

            All I had to do is trust V1. How 

can you not trust a detector 

that points to the trap?

            Mick D. (identity protected)

            Tallahassee, FL

Bogey Counter
Tells how many: Radar hiding within a false 
alarm? Two radars working the same road? 
Reads instantly.

Radar Strength
More LEDs glow as radar 
strengthens.

Call toll-free 1-800-331-3030
�  Valentine One Radar Locator with Laser Detection - $399
�  Carrying Case - $29      �  Concealed Display - $39
Plus Shipping  /  Ohio residents add sales tax
30-Day Money-Back Guarantee

Valentine One is a registered trademark of Valentine Research, Inc.                      © 2012 VRI

Valentine Research, Inc.
Department No. YVN2
10280 Alliance Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242

Ph 513-984-8900
Fx  513-984-8976

            All I had to do is trust V1. How 

can you not trust a detector 

that points to the trap?

            Mick D. 

            Tallahassee, FL

can you not trust a detector 

that points to the trap?

            Mick D. 

            Tallahassee, FL

Mike Valentine
Radar Fanatic

but the swath it cuts through Tyndall AFB is wide enough for 

A few more beeps, arrow ahead, a singleton on the Bogey 

sight, one a half-mile ahead, another just a red speck in the 

distance. And a semi oncoming just my side of the speck.

And there he was, a Florida black-and-tan tucked in tight 

behind the semi trailer where oncoming cars couldn’t see 

him, holding his instant-on till I was too close to defend. 

It’s a wicked trap, but V1 had him every time he zapped 

sight, one a half-mile ahead, another just a red speck in the 

 

Hey Mike:

I gotta tell you about the Blue-Light Special that V1 found for me. It was Saturday morning and I was in my grins car heading to her house to pick up Danny boy for the day. Heck yes, I took the ridge route. 

This road was all fun back before the rock slide. Now it’s interrupted by a 25-mph construction zone and a “your speed is” trailer. 

No workers today, of course, but the trailer still woke V1 up. As I braked, a string of crotch rockets zoomed large in my rearview, fi ve of them, right on my butt as I passed the trailer.  

“De-deet,” said V1. Then “de-deet” again. And another“de-deet.” The Counter showed four signals where I normally see one. One arrow pointed behind to the trailer as usual, but that leaves three in the wild. The fl ashing arrow points ahead.

We’d barely cleared the zone when the rockets blew by me, exhausts shrieking, the bikes laid over for the uphill left hander. They vanished over the crest. Me, I just moseyed, eyes out for three jokers. Just over the hill—Bingo!—a sheriff SUV hidden in the bushes. That’s joker no. 1. Two more somewhere. 

At that point the view opens as the road sweeps right over the valley. And maybe a half-mile ahead, light bars strobing blue, jokers no. 2 and 3 angled across the road, blocking fi ve bikers still astride their motionless sickles.
V1 really works, except for those who don’t have one yet.
Cal R. (identity protected)State College, PA

Ahead Beside Behind

Radar Locator
Tracks one or more radars at the same time;
           points to each.

www.valentine1.com

     It turns down the volume on 
     unthreatening alerts automatically. 
     Easy installation. valentine1.com/savvy

     It turns down the volume
     unthreatening alerts 
     
     unthreatening alerts      unthreatening alerts 
     IT’S NEW! 

 IT’S SAVVY.

V1 really works, except for those who don’t have one yet.

valentine1.com/savvy
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At Commerce Printing, we are committed to minimizing the environmental impact of our operations. 
From simply recycling our paper trimmings to powering our entire facility with wind energy, we remain 

dedicated to the conservation of our natural resources for the present as well as future generations.

live green print green

916.442.8100  •  www.commerceprinting.com
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Golden Gate Chapter, BMW CCA
68 Mitchell Blvd, Suite 250
San Rafael, CA 94903
ggcbmwcca.org
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HAVE YOU MOVED?  Please send address changes directly to the BMW CCA National Office at:
info@bmwcca.org, or sign in to your account and update your membership record at bmwcca.org.

Interested in joining the Club? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone, or call 800 878-9292, 
or go to bmwcca.org and sign up for only $48!

http://www.ggcbmwcca.org
mailto:info@bmwcca.org
http://www.bmwcca.org
http://www.bmwcca.org
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