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Break out of your daily-driving routi ne and 
try something new—a Golden Gate Chapter 
high-performance driving school emphasizing 
safety, learning, and fun! 

All skill levels are welcome—it’s great for 
fi rst-ti mers and experienced drivers alike. 
Our dedicated team of experienced instruc-
tors will help you learn at a comfortable and 
enjoyable pace. Please visit the GGC website 
for all of the informati on you’ll need to apply 
and prepare for this school. 

Thunderhill 
Raceway
November 5-6, 2011

Photo courtesy: gotbluemilk.com

• Each student is assigned 
an instructor!

• This is not a racing school!

• Online applicati on at 
MotorsportsReg.com

• Single-and multi -event 
Lockton HPDE® Insurance 
policy available

• School price is yet to 
be determined

• Registrati on opens soon!

GGCBMWCCA.org
Thunderhill Raceway is located 7 miles west of I-5 on 
Highway 162 in lovely Willows, California.

One Track Mind
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Your input is encouraged!   
Magazine submissions 
deadline is the first of each 
month prior to publication. 

w w w . g g c B M w c c a . o r g

July 2,1969-2011 Golden Gate Chapter
Celebrating 42 years of BMW enthusiasm in the 
Golden Gate region.

Chapter Email List:
The Golden Gate Chapter has created an email 

list from the National BMW CCA database to send 
out event announcements that don’t make it into 
print. We promise to respect your time and limit the 
frequency of these messages to one or two a month.

This email list is sent to all Golden Gate chapter 
members who choose to provide an email address 
to the BMW CCA when they joined or renewed 
their membership. You have the option to add or 
remove your address from this list at any time. To 
add your email address visit http://lists.ggcbmwcca.
org/mailman/listinfo/announce and follow the di-
rections. To remove your address go to http://lists.
ggcbmwcca.org/mailman/options/announce, enter 
your email address and click on the unsubscribe 
button. There is no password.

Classified Advertising Submissions:
Our online Classified Ads are free to all cur-

rent BMW CCA members.  To submit an ad, 
please visit Golden Gate chapter’s website: 
www.ggcbmwcca.org. This magazine no longer 
accepts classified ads for print.

Publishing
Die Flüsternde Bombe is produced monthly (except 

for combined issues Nov/Dec and Jan/Feb). Article/
photo submission deadline is the first day of each 
month prior to publication. Submissions go to the  
Editor at: Bombe@ggcbmwcca.org.

Commercial Advertising: 
This publication is read monthly by over 4,500 

BMW enthusiasts in Northern California. Deadline 
for new ad artwork is the fifth day of each month 
prior to publication. Please submit artwork to the 
Advertising Manager.

Commercial adver tisers are responsible for 
supplying their own ad copy. All commercial 
advertising must be paid in advance. Contact 
the Adver tising Manager for fur ther details: 
Advertising@ggcbmwcca.org.  Please note, this 
publication is sent Bulk Rate USPS.

For Web or Email-blast advertising rates, please 
contact the Advertising Manager.

Commit to: 1 issue 2-3 issues 4-7 issues 8-10 issues
Inside black and white ads:

Full page  $344  $327  $310  $275 

1/2 page  $188  $179  $169  $150 

1/4 page  $135  $125  $113  $105 

Bus. card  $  88  $ 84  $  79  $  70 

Inside color ads:
Full page  $500  $475  $450  $400

1/2 page  $263  $250  $237  $210 

Specified Placement fee:  25% of ad cost/mo. 

Inside front/back cover (color):

Full page $513 $488 $462 $410

Back Cover:   $775  $737 $698 $620
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By Kelly Collins, Vice President

ACROSS THE BOARD

IS IT SOMETHING WE SAID?

T his month, instead of asking where all of 
the good volunteers are, I’m asking where 
our members are—the ones who used to 

participate at our events!

Lately, we’ve seen a significant drop in attendance 
at many of our chapter events. A quick review of a few 
recent events reveals that 40% fewer of you are showing 
up compared to last year. There are 4,317 of you out there 
in GGC Land, but we see only a fraction of you at chapter 
events—and that number is dwindling. 

Are you too busy at work? Is it the economy? Is it 
something we said? 

Our goal, as chapter leaders, is to make your Club expe-
rience memorable and worthwhile. We work very hard to 
give you your money’s worth from your membership—and 
this year we’ve made some changes to our chapter events 
that you may not have noticed. 

“What has changed?” you ask? Let me count the ways! 
Thinking that most folks are burned out on “spending and 
attending” during the holiday season, we opted to drop the 
idea of an annual Winter Party for next year. That event has 
been replaced with  the previously-popular Summer BBQ, 
which costs less and is more family-friendly. 

In response to member feedback and demand, this 
year we’ve also increased the frequency of our driving 
tours. The Chapter has actively increased participation 
in automotive events: Bimmerfest at the Rose Bowl in 
May, the June Sonoma Historic Motorsports Festival and 
the Palo Alto Concours, SommerFest 2011 at BMW of San 
Francisco and the Grand-Am corral at Laguna Seca in July, 
and the Monterey Car Week/BMW Festorics in August. 
We’re everywhere!

To appeal to your social nature, our event coordina-
tors are pairing up to host joint events with other local 
chapters—Sacramento Valley and Central Cal. Recent and 
upcoming events such as the Western Railway Museum 
Tour in May, the Grand-Am Corral at Laguna Seca in July, 
BMW Festorics in August, and the Monterey Car Show in 
September give our members an opportunity to meet an 
even wider range of great people. 

We keep adding to the avenues with which we can 
keep you posted on all of the fun: Facebook, Twitter, the 
GGC website, monthly eblasts, and a wonderful chapter 
newsmagazine. With so many ways to keep in touch, please 
feel free to chime in and let us know what you’d like from 
your chapter! 

What hasn’t changed? Our passion to make this the 
best chapter in the BMW CCA is steadfast. In an effort to 
discover just the right mix that inspires greater member 

participation, the Golden Gate Chapter continues to cre-
ate a wide variety of events to appeal to a broad range of 
members. Tech sessions on diverse topics are a regular 
item on our calendar, and our popular autocross series 
continues at near-sellout capacity each month. Even our 
prices haven’t changed: Event registration pricing for 2011 
is largely unchanged for wine tours, the summer picnic, 
car-control clinics, and driving schools—despite most of 
our costs being dictated by the venues we use and the rental 
fees they charge us.

Think of your membership as a Groupon: It’s such a deal 
when you buy it! But if you don’t participate, you’re not get-
ting much out of that deal. Yes, your 
membership can pay for itself the 
first time you get that BMW CCA 
discount on a part for your car, and 
the Memberships Rewards rebate 
program is like making money, but 
it’s important to make time in your 
life for play. No joke! The research 
done by the National Institute for 
Play for adults shows that play 
“generates optimism, seeks out 
novelty, makes perseverance fun, 
leads to mastery, gives the immune 
system a bounce, fosters empathy, 
and promotes a sense of belonging 
and community.” 

GGC is your Groupon ticket to that outlet, and we’re 
here to be your play partner. Tag, you’re it!     
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To add an event to the calendar, email your information to:  
CommunicationsManager@ggcbmwcca.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Connect With Us
www.ggcbmwcca.org/?page=subscribe

www.ggcbmwcca.org

tinyurl.com/GGC-BMW-CCA-fan
tinyurl.com/BMWccaFacebook

tinyurl.com/BMWccaLinkedIn

BMW CCA 
Website

www.bmwcca.org
www.bmwccaOfest.org

GGC Website 
& Calendar

GGC-Monthly 
e-Blast Mailing

http://twit ter.com/ggcbmwccaautox
http://twit ter.com/bmwcca

http://twit ter.com/ggcbmwcca

Calendar

Scan this image with 
your Smartphone 
to see GGC’s most 
current calendar.!

 x AUGUST
Aug 6 New-Owner Tech Session GG Chpt 
Cancelled  Paula Williamson
Aug 20 Board Meeting GG Chpt 
Round Table Pizza, San Mateo Donna Seeley 
www.ggcbmwcca.org president@ggcbmwcca.org
Aug 19 German Marque Concours Central CA Chpt 
Rancho Cañada, Carmel Valley Wayne Wundram 
www.LegendsOfTheAutobahn.com BMWayne@aol.com
Aug 19-21 *BMW Festorics BMW CCA 
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Salinas Linda Axelson 
www.festorics.org Festorics@bmwcca.org
Aug 20 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Rodger Ball & Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

 x SEPTEMBER
Sep 15 Board Meeting GG Chpt 
Round Table Pizza, San Mateo Donna Seeley 
www.ggcbmwcca.org president@ggcbmwcca.org
Sep 18 SLO Driving Tour GG Chpt 
Parkfield  John Greeley 
www.ggcbmwcca.org SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org
Sep 24 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Rodger Ball & Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
Sep 25 Monterey Car Show GG Chpt 
BMW of Monterey, Seaside Mike Zampiceni 
www.ggcbmwcca.org socialdirector@ggcbmwcca.org

 x OCTOBER
Oct 1 Lost Coast Tour GG Chpt 
Lost Coast, CA Paula Williamson 
www.ggcbmwcca.org NorthArearep@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 10-16 *BMW CCA Oktoberfest BMW CCA 
Barber Motorsports Park, Birmingham, AL Linda Axelson 
www.bmwccaofest.org LindaA@bmwcca.org
Oct 15 Board Meeting GG Chpt 
Mimi’s Café, Foster City Donna Seeley 
www.ggcbmwcca.org president@ggcbmwcca.org

Oct 15 Car Control Clinic GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina CCC Team 
www.ggcbmwcca.org CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org
Oct 16 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Rodger Ball & Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

 x NOVEMBER
Nov 5-6 Thunderhill Driving School GG Chpt 
Thunderhill Raceway Park, Willows Kelly Collins 
www.ggcbmwcca.org TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org
Nov 5-6 Club Race at Thunderhill Raceway GG Chpt 
Thunderhill Raceway Park, Willows Tamara Hull 
www.ggcbmwcca.org treasurer@ggcbmwcca.org
Nov 12 Top Driver Shootout GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Matt Visser & Kris Linquist 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
Nov 17 Board Meeting GG Chpt 
Round Table Pizza, San Mateo Donna Seeley 
www.ggcbmwcca.org president@ggcbmwcca.org

 x DECEMBER
Dec 17 Board Meeting GG Chpt 
Mimi’s Café, Foster City Donna Seeley 
www.ggcbmwcca.org president@ggcbmwcca.org

* Indicates a regional or national Club event
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Servicing BMW's in Campbell since 1990

408-379-7828

BMW Scheduled Inspections and Service 
Preventive Maintenance, Repairs and 
Upgrades for:

Engine

Transmission and Driveline

Suspension

Brakes

25 S. Central Ave in Campbell, California

We are passionate about BMW's and it shows in our work
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BASIC MECHANICS TECH 
SESSION: CANCELLED
August 6
Berkeley Motor Works, 36 San Pablo Ave., Albany
Paula Williamson, NorthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

We will reschedule as soon as possible. Watch the 
website for more details.

AUGUST BOARD MEETING
August 18, 7:00 p.m. (Thursday)
Donna Seeley, president@ggcbmwcca.org
Round Table Pizza, San Mateo

Board meetings are open to all members; they’re a 
great way to get involved with your chapter! Come join 
us for some lively conversation!

Normally, even-numbered-month meetings are 
held on Saturdays at 11:00 a.m. at Mimi’s Café, Foster 
City. However, to avoid other conflicts, this month (an 
odd-numbered-month) the meetings has been moved 
to Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at Round Table Pizza, 1304 W. 
Hillsdale Blvd., San Mateo.

328 HOMMAGE, PRE-WAR 328 ROADSTERS 
AT BMW CCA FESTORICS 2011!
Central Cal Chapter’s German-marque concours
Friday, August 19
Rancho Cañada, Carmel Valley
Wayne Wundram, BMWayne@aol.com
www.legendsoftheautobahn.org

BMW’s 328 Hommage will grace the Legends Of 
The Autobahn Concours on Friday, August 19—and 
the design concept will share the grass with several 
real BMW 328s. Register NOW before this spectacle 
sells out!

BMW fans at the BMW CCA Concours have been 
treated to a great array of vintage BMWs in the past, but 

this year will be even better. BMW is bringing their latest 
design concept, the 328 Hommage, from Munich to dis-
play at Pebble Beach on Sunday—but first it will appear in 
the BMW section of the three-marque concours laid out 
on the greens of Rancho Cañada on Friday, August 19.

But spectacular as that car may be, it will be in some 
pretty impressive company. BMW of North America 
plans to display it alongside a concours-winning prewar 
328—the legendary roadster that won just about every 
race with a two-liter class in the late 1930s. 

Want more? How about three more 328s—from noted 
California BMW collectors Tom Graham and Jim 
Smith. Combine these legends with additional rarities 
from Smith’s and Graham’s vast vintage collections, 
and the 2011 “Legends Of The Autobahn” will again 
offer an array of BMW history that otherwise couldn’t 
be seen west of Munich. Smith, who had seven cars 
ranging from a 1929 Dixi to a 1937 BMW 327 pillar-
less coupe on display last year, has promised even 

more cars in 2011—including 
an interesting, but decidedly 
homely, sedan manufactured 
in Eisenach after the East 
Germans took over the plant 
and started cranking out 
their own variations on a 
BMW theme.

Mo r e  mo de r n  BM Ws 
entered in concours competi-
tion by BMW CCA members 
will be judged in several cat-
egories, while members of 
the Porsche and Mercedes-
Benz clubs will hold parallel 
concours competitions—all 
part of the German-marque 

celebration dubbed “The Legends Of The Autobahn.” 
The concours is open to all members of the BMW 
CCA—including those who just want to put their cars on 
display, not detail them with Q-Tips and toothbrushes!

You’ll be kicking yourself if you miss this event!
The spacious lawn of the concours makes for a perfect 

location for a picnic lunch. Food and beverages will also 
be available on-site. Hospitality is being provided by 
BMW CCA’s official Social Partner, Spaten beer!

On-line registration for this event is still open. You may 
register your car and pre-order lunches and event T-shirts 
at www.MotorsportsReg.com. For additional information, 
please visit www.legendsoftheautobahn.org. 
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BMW Festorics Banquet and Vintage Races corral
August 19-21
Monterey area
Linda Axelson, Festorics@bmwcca.org
www.festorics.org

After the excitement of the concours, relax and con-
tinue the celebration at the Club banquet at the Rancho 
Cañada Country Club in Carmel Valley. Watch the sun 
set over the mountains as you share stories from the day 
over cocktails and dinner.

Saturday and Sunday, the festivities move to Mazda 
Laguna Seca Raceway, where the BMW CCA Festorics—
also sponsored by Liberty Mutual Insurance, Sonax, and 
the BMW CCA—celebrates the mystique of BMW and 
our appreciation for the marque. The Reunion’s featured 
marque this year is Jaguar. The highlight of the weekend 
for many will be the race starring $100,000,000 worth 
of racing legends—a race comprised entirely of Ferrari 
GTO 250s! 

However, BMW fans might prefer the sight of their 
Bavarian favorites. You’ll have more to cheer about as 
BMW NA will be dusting off the brake rotors of a few 
of their monsters that terrorized race tracks in the ‘70s.  

With help from the Golden Gate Chapter, Festorics 
features a two-day parking corral with spacious hospi-
tality tents overlooking Laguna Seca’s Turn Five. The 
Festorics package includes the opportunity to buy corral 
tickets, lunch tickets, a special BMW banquet ticket, and 
event tickets to the Reunion races themselves—all from 
one convenient source! 

GGC AUTOCROSS
August 20, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Marina Airport, Marina
Rodger Ball and Jeff Roberts, autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
www.bmwautocross.com

Autocross events are low- to medium-speed auto-
racing events that are often run in parking lots and on 
airport runways. Generally, a course will be defined 
using traffic cones. One at a time, drivers negotiate the 
course, testing their skills against the clock. Time penal-
ties are charged for disturbing cones, with a penalty of 
one second per cone. As a rule, each driver takes six to 
seven runs at an event, and is awarded the best time of 
all runs taken.

Autocross is an inexpensive, safe way to experience 
racing. It develops your driving ability, and helps you 
discover your car’s capabilities and limitations—making 
you a better, safer driver on the road. Many would-be 
race drivers use it as a jumping-off point into the sport 
of road racing, but the greatest thrill of autocross is the 

challenge of beating your own time. It’s fun! Want to 
read more? Check out our Autocross Primer at www.
ggcbmwcca under Driving Events Overview, or visit 
www.bmwautocross.com.

Non-BMWs are allowed to participate, but all partici-
pants must be BMW CCA members. If you are not cur-
rently a member, you can add a BMW CCA membership 
during the registration process and pay during checkout.

We no longer accept on-site registration. Event cost is 
$50 (a sack lunch is optional for an extra $5). Our lunch 
break is only 30 minutes long. You must return on time! 
The drivers’ meeting begins at 9:00 a.m.; if you miss the 
drivers’ meeting, you will not be allowed to participate 
in the event.
2011 Season Dates:
September 24 @ Marina
October 16 @Marina 
November 12 @ Marina (Top Driver Shootout)

MONTEREY CAR SHOW
September 25, 2011
BMW of Monterey, Seaside
Mike Zampiceni, socialdirector@ggcbmwcca.org

Join us for an exciting Fall car show hosted by BMW 
of Monterey. This show will include several historic and 
vintage BMW models: Z8, E30 M3, M5, M6, 1600, 2002, 
2002 Turbo, 3.0CS, Alpina variants, and various BMW 
race cars. Help celebrate their provenance and mechani-
cal brilliance by attending this ideal triple-header week-
end. Here’s an idea for those of you participating in the 
Saturday autocross at Marina: Stay overnight so you 
can attend the show and make it a total BMW weekend!

The dealership will provide food and beverages. 
You’ll also be able to test-drive “new-school” BMWs, 
such as the E90 M3.

Plans are in the works for a back-roads tour to the 
event, so watch the online calendar for more details.

NORTH BAY AREA: THE 
LOST COAST TOUR
October 1
Paula Williamson, NorthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

Have you ever heard of California’s Lost Coast—or 
been there? This will be the pinnacle driving event of the 
North Bay region for 2011! Plan on arriving Friday night, 
then enjoying the terrain of the Lost Coast with us on 
Saturday—and finish the day with the group for dinner. 

More details to follow on this amazing tour!
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BMW CCA OKTOBERFEST 2011
October 10-16
Barber Motorsports Park, Birmingham, AL
Linda Axelson, LindaA@bmwcca.org
www.bmwccaOfest.org

So much to do, so little time! There are five days of 
driving schools to choose from, a TSD rally, car-control 
clinic, Club Racing school, fun rally, concours, etc.

Registration is open. Book your hotel reservations now!

CAR-CONTROL CLINIC
October 15, 8:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
Marina Airport, Marina
CCC Team, CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org 

Join us at Marina Airport for our last car-control clinic 
of the year! You will learn the basics of performance-car 
control by participating in three low-speed exercises: 
slalom, skidpad, and emergency-avoidance exercises—
complete with instruction. These exercises will better 
prepare you for situations on the track, as well as in 
everyday driving.

This event is being held in conjunction with our 
autocross on Sunday, October 16—so you can learn new 
car-control skills on Saturday, and put them to the test 
on Sunday!

NOTE: This car-control clinic is a prerequisite for all 
first-timers (with no previous on-track driving experi-
ence) who plan to attend our high-performance driving 
schools.

Event cost is $110 for BMW CCA members and $158 
for non-members (which includes a one-year BMW CCA 
membership). Lunch is included. If you plan to attend, 
please read our event overview!

Registration opens soon!

THUNDERHILL DRIVING SCHOOL
November 5-6
Thunderhill Raceway Park, Willows
Kelly Collins, TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

Come learn the art of high-performance driving at 
our Thunderhill driving school! It’s a great place for both 
first-timers and experienced drivers alike.

The focus of our driving school is on safety and 
education; every student is assigned an instructor until 
they are signed off at the event. Our dedicated team of 
experienced instructors will help you learn at a comfort-
able and enjoyable pace.

Your vehicle must undergo a technical inspection 
by a qualified mechanic within 30 days of the event. 
Bring the completed, stamped, and signed GGC Tech 
Inspection Form with you to registration. Self-techs are 

not allowed. Tech-inspection forms other than GGC’s 
will not be accepted.

Watch the website for registration info and more 
details, coming soon.

CLUB RACE AT THUNDERHILL 
RACEWAY
November 5-6
Thunderhill Raceway Park, Willows
Tamara Hull, treasurer@ggcbmwcca.org

Come enjoy the thrill of watching wheel-to-wheel 
BMW racing!

This event will be combined with our driving school, 
so you can show your support for our Club racers when 
not on track yourself.

TOP DRIVER SHOOTOUT
November 12, 8:00 a.m. –5:00 p.m.
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina
Rodger Ball and Jeff Roberts, autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

The Top Driver Shootout is an invitation-only event 
for drivers who have attended at least three autocross 
events in our 2011 season. The event is limited to 60 
participants; if we cannot fill the event with drivers who 
qualify, we will invite non-qualifiers to participate. The 
Top Driver will be awarded the Fechner Cup.

GGC FACEBOOK PAGE

Thank you to everyone who “likes” the Golden 
Gate Chapter BMW CCA on Facebook! At this point, 
there are 971 of you—and the numbers keep growing! 
Our Facebook page can help you to stay up to date on 
the latest chapter happenings: news, social events, and 
driving events.

Not on board yet, but want to be? Find us at www.
tinyurl.com/GGC-BMW-CCA-fan.

CHAPTER MERCHANDISE

It’s time to stock up on eco-friendly hoodies, shirts, 
and caps with the GGC logo to show everyone your 
chapter pride! Our merchandise store also has chapter 
stickers, mugs, mouse pads, license-plate frames, and 
bags. Don’t forget to pick up the latest edition of the Cars 
Of GGC calendar, too! Visit our apparel store at www.
ggcbmwcca.webstore.us.com.

BMW CCA MEMBERSHIP 
BENEFITS SURVEY

The BMW Car Club of America offers a wide range 
of membership benefits. To determine the value of these 
benefits and how we may better serve you in the future, 
please take a few minutes to complete this survey that you 
can find at www.bmwcca.org/news/Club News.    
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Car-Control Clinic

What you get:
• Personalized attention from 

experienced GGC instructors
• Instruction geared to your level
• Short “chalk talk” followed by 

hands-on exercises
• Skid pad - Slalom - 

Braking exercises
• Learn proper use of steering 

wheel, brakes, and throttle
• Approved pre-requisite for on-track 

high-performance driving school

The Ultimate
Driving Skills

Experiment with your car’s handling! Break your old bad habits! 
Have some fun, all while you pick up some useful driving skills! 
The GGC Car-Control Clinic is the perfect answer, whether you’re 
just starting out as a teen driver, or just want to hone your talents. 
Remember, the Car-Control Clinic is a prerequisite for GGC track 
schools, too! But it’s also terrific fun—and useful!—in its own right. 

October 15, 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina

Things to know:
• Must be a member of BMW CCA 
• Must have a valid driver’s license 

(no learner’s permits)
• Notarized Minor Release Waiver 

required if you are under 18 (see 
the GGC website, clinic overview)

• Two students can share one car 
(each must register separately)

• Convertibles allowed
• Be open-minded and willing to 

have fun!

Registration: • Online only: go to www.ggcBMWcca.org⇢Calendar
• Registration is first come, first served
• Only $110 per student—lunch included! ($158 for non-members, 

includes one-year membership to BMW CCA)

Photos by Christina Breton



1934 309

1938 327 Cabriolet

2002 group

1939 327 Pillarless CoupeE24 M6

1939 328 M1
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BMW BASH AT THE 
PALO ALTO CONCOURS

Donna Seeley

Pat deWitt

E ach year the Palo Alto Concours D’Elegance 
features one European and one American 
marque. Celebrating their 45th anniversary 

in style, in 2011 the show featured BMW as its European 
marque. (The American marque this year was the flat-
head Ford.) It was the first time BMW wore the badge of 
honor at this event, though Mercedes-Benz and Porsche 
have been saluted in the past; perhaps they were work-
ing their way through all of the German brands after 
dedicating two years to the Italians—Ferrari in 2007 
and Alfa Romero in 2008—and several to the British: 
Roll-Royce in 2004, Jaguar in 2005, and “lovable British 
cars” in 2006. I detect a pattern! 

The Palo Alto Concours is a fund-raising activity of the Palo 
Alto Lions Club. The money raised helps support their chari-
ties; this year it was for the American Diabetes Association. 

The concours has grown over the decades. Originally 
held in a parking lot at Town & Country Village, it moved 
across the street seven years later to Paly High School. 
When they outgrew that venue, they moved across El 
Camino onto the Stanford campus, where they have 
remained for 30 years. The current location off Sand Hill 
Road is great, with lots of room for the event cars, a park-
ing structure for spectator parking next to the event, and 
the beautiful scenery that makes up the Stanford campus.

The concours shows off more than 500 vintage and 
exotic cars—there was even a display of Bonneville Land 
Speed Record cars!—and is comprised of judged classes as 
well as exhibit-only cars. For the BMW section, the Golden 
Gate Chapter organized a special display of M cars; it was 
the only section displaying cars newer than 25 years old. 

An array of M5s depicted 
four of its body-style gen-
erations. (The F10 M5—the fifth 
generation—won’t be available 
until the end of this year.) In 
keeping with the singular color 
scheme of the 1988 U.S. M5, the 
cars were all black! The most 
notable in the group was one that makes M aficionados 
drool: the first M5 Touring (wagon) model produced by 
BMW’s Motorsport division, the E34/5S M5. Fewer than 
1,000 examples of this cult car were made between 1992 
and 1995, and very few of those Europe-only Tourings have 
been brought over to the U.S. over the years. In fact, this 
car was the very first one made! 

To add to the M fun, there was a display of M3 coupes 
spanning four generations, from BMW Motorsports’ first 
consumer 3 Series—the hand-built 1986 E30/2S M3—
through the most current production-line produced E92/S. 
In keeping with the only color available for the special-
edition 1995 M3 LTW (lightweight) in the group, all the 
M3s on display were white. 

Displayed with the M3 presentation was the always-
crowd-pleasing M1. Hand-built between 1978 and 1981, the 
M1 marked BMW Motorsport GmbH’s official introduction to 
car production—a rational step after their incredible success 
turning street cars into the dominant racing CSLs and 320i 
Group 5 race cars of the 1970s. In 1993, BMW Motorsport spun 
off a stand-alone road-going-car division: BMW M GmbH.

Like BMW Motorsport, Bill Arnold follows a passion 
for crafting ordinary cars into monsters on the track. The 

By Matt Visser

Photos by Aleksey Kadukin, Rich Tsai (SingleLens.net), and Trisa Visser

Tammi Hull
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exhibit-only BMWs showed off Bill’s FrankenBav—a 1972 
Bavaria—which dominated the 1,400-mile Targa New-
foundland stage rally for three years (2003-2005). It also 
took second-in-class at the 2003 One Lap, and has been seen 
terrorizing local California tracks ever since. 

Another racer displaying cars in the exhibit was 
Sonoma’s Jim Smith—a dirt-track racer in his youth—with 
several of his pre-war vintage BMWs. The old-timer cars 
included two of his 327/328 models (a 327 body with a 
328 engine), one of which was the black-and-red 327 cab-
riolet that graced the cover of the concours program. The 
other was the custom-bodied 1939 Pillarless Coupe—one 
of two made—bathed in a rebellious 
blue-metallic paint from a 7 Series. Jim 
explained to me that the 327s are called 
“turtles” due to the spare tire on the boot 
(trunk), which resembles a tortoise shell. 

Jim and his close friend Tom Graham 
brought two pre-war 328s to sit beside 
the 327s. Produced between 1936 and 

1940, this was the car that established BMW as a force in 
racing; it was unbeatable in the two-liter classes, and the 
most successful sports car of 1930s racing. Tom’s stunning 
soft-green roadster has been featured on BMW calendars 
and in the pages of Roundel, as has Jim’s white car. Both of 
these tireless collectors have been profiled in Roundel due to 
their significant collections—and their passion for restoring 
their stables of vintage BMWs all by themselves.

Of special interest in the pre-war group was Jim True’s 
1934 309, the oldest BMW present. BMW took over the Dixi 
works in 1929, but only started producing their own cars 
in 1932, so this 309 is a rare and special car. What is most 

fascinating about this little Bimmer is the 
fantastic story behind it (see sidebar).

It takes a special kind of person to 
buy and take care of car that is more 
than a quarter century old, so meeting 
the owners of the cars on display made 
the show even more interesting. Most 
of the owners of cars on display are not 

M5 group 1938 327

FrankenBav

2000/2800/3.0 Coupes

M3 group

One of 200: 1800tiSA

E34/5S M5 TouringFrankenBav
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Continued on page 19

JIM TRUE: 1934 BMW 309

JEFF GOSS:  
1967 BMW 1600-2

About seven years ago, Jeff 
started looking for a BMW 1600. He 
searched various online forums and bid 
on cars on eBay. After an unsuccessful 
eBay bid on a 1969 model, Jeff received 
an email from a 1600 owner who said he 
wanted to sell his car; he was contacting 
all of the eBay bidders who lost out on 
the 1969 car. (This was back when eBay 
allowed you to contact other members 
out of the blue.) The person on the other 
end of the computer was an 80-year old 
Stanford professor in Los Gatos, selling 
the 1967 1600-2 he had owned for the 
past 35 years. Being right around the 
corner in Santa Clara, Jeff went to look 
at it immediately. 

The car had been kept under a car 
cover for many years. There was mildew 
on the Florida Grun paint, and the interior 
had major sun damage. Still, the car was 

a California car, so it didn’t have rust, and 
the paint was original—as were all of the 
mechanical pieces and body panels. So 
a deal was struck, and Jeff took the car 
home. 

The next step was to get the car run-
ning smoothly and looking good. Jeff’s goal 
was to do most of the work himself. The 

engine was strong, but the brakes, cooling, 
and electrical systems needed an overhaul. 
The paint needed a serious polish; actually, 
it required several intense polishes to get 
the paint mildew-free and looking sharp. 
After the major mechanical work and 
paint polish were complete, Jeff turned 
his attention to the sun-damaged interior. 

Jim True’s 1934 309 was almost 
a hot rod. Fortunately, fate didn’t lead it 
down that path.

In a 2008 issue of the BMW Vintage 
& Classic Car Club of America’s (BMW 
VCCCA) magazine, Jim chronicled the 
history of the car since his purchase in 
1963. At that time, there was a huge gap 
in its history prior to Jim’s getting his 
nineteen-year-old hands on it. What he’s 

found out since is that, like many pre-war 
BMWs, it was brought to the States after 
the war by a soldier. 

The exact year it was brought over 
is not known. What is known is that 
in 1962, Cedric J. Zabriskie owned the 
car and drove it from New Jersey to his 
parents’ house in Portland, Oregon. It 
made the east-west trip without issue. 
From Portland, Zabriskie drove to the 

Fort Ord army base in Monterey, where 
he was stationed. Somewhere along the 
way, the suspension broke, and apparently 
Zabriskie—and the car—nearly ended up 
in the Pacific Ocean! Emergency welding 
repairs were made at a logging camp, and 
he was back on his way to the base. During 
his ultimate return to the Northwest, the 
engine put a rod through the engine block 
as he drove through San Jose. Zabriskie 
had had enough, and the car wound up at 
a nearby junkyard. 

There it sat until it caught the eye of 
teenager Jim True. 

Jim had passed by the car sitting out-
side the boneyard a few times on his way 
to work. One day he stopped to ask about 
it. “It’s a German piece of junk,” said the 
owner—and he sold it to True for $100. 

Being a teenager, Jim’s intent was to 
drop a Chevy engine into the car and turn 
it into a hot rod. But later that day, as he 
pulled into his parents’ place towing the 
309, a car screeched to a halt in front of 
the house. A man leapt out of the car and 
asked Jim what he was planning on doing 
with the car. Jim explained his drag-racing 
plans. The horrified man begged him not 

The author (left) talks with Jim True (blue hat) about the background on the 309.

Continued on page 19
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the original owners, but the second, third, or even fourth 
owners—people who fell in love with a particular car and 
then sought to purchase their obsession. Such was the 
case for Kurt and Laurie Delimon, the second-owners of 
a 1972 3.0CS coupe. This car’s gorgeous Nachtblau (blue) 
color jumped out amid the typical-silver or white E9 colors. 

Kurt and Laurie bought the car when they lived in 
Texas. Apparently the original owner imported the car to 
the U.S. from Lebanon and planned to reunite with it at a 
later date. When hostilities broke out in the Middle East, his 
plans changed, and the CS sat in his brother’s garage until 
it was sold to Kurt and Laurie. The car sits on some sweet 
Alpina wheels and is period-correct except for a modern 
radio and rear speakers. 

I also spent some time talking with Jeff Goss about his 
Florida Grun (green) 1967 1600-2 two-door. Like many oth-
ers, he has an interesting story behind his car purchase. He 
also gave me the rundown of what is involved in restoring 
a car of that age (see sidebar).

After a few hours of walking around beautiful old cars 
and taking in the rest of the incredible show, it was time for 

the awards. The concours is divided into various classes, 
usually by year, original cost, and whether the cars are 
import or domestic. Some makes have their own class, such 
as Ferrari or Sunbeam Tiger. Some classes are exhibit-only, 
while others are judged classes. The concours’ featured 
marques get their own special classes, so the BMWs and 
Flathead Fords were broken down into further categories. 

The judged classes for BMWs were Class A-2 for years 
1967 to 1976 CS (with seven E9 3.0CS/CSi/CSL cars), A-3 
for 1967 to 1976 (with seven Neue Klasse cars made up of 
2002/2000/1600 models), and A-4 for 1977 to 1989 (with nine 
E24 6 Series and E28 5 Series). All cars and their owners 
deserve recognition for keeping these beautiful old cars 
running—and available for the rest of us to enjoy.    

Class A-2 1967 to 1976CS
1st place: Brad Shafer, 1972 3.0CSi 

2nd place: Kurt Delimon, 1972 3.0CS 

3rd place: Gerhard Fehrman, 1973 3.0CS

Class A-3 1967 to 1976 
1st place: Wayne Wundram, 1972 2000tii

2nd place: Jeff Goss, 1967 1600-2

3rd place: Christopher Provo, 1975 2002 Turbo

Class A-4 1977 to 1987
1st place: Harry Love, 1984 633CSi

2nd place: Paul DiMauro, 1984 Alpina B7 Coupe

3rd place: Thomas Ramar, 1988 M6

winning BMws

1938 328

1939 327 Pillarless Coupe

1934 309
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C lear blue skies and stunning vistas were 
the order of the day for our North Bay 
meet-and-greet Clear Lake tour as seven 

BMWs and one lonely Porsche congregated in the park-
ing lot at Peet’s Coffee in San Rafael. Our group enjoyed 
early-morning coffee and getting to know new friends. 
This gathering of such lovely cars piqued the curiosity 
of the locals. “What are you doing?” asked one. “Can we 
join the Club, too?” asked another. After fielding many 
questions and handing out BMW CCA business cards, 
we held a quick drivers’ meeting. We then headed off to 
our arranged second meeting spot in Santa Rosa, where 
we added another BMW, plus our illustrious chapter 
president, Donna Seeley, in her beloved Mini Cooper S. 

From there we departed for our day’s tour. In Calistoga 
we paraded through the center of this quaint little town 
before charging up and over Mt. Saint Helena to Middle-
town, where we stopped to stretch out legs. It was shocking 
to find that the temperature had risen about 15º from our 
start in Santa Rosa!

Climbing through the wonderful twisty mountain 
roads, we pressed on to Clear Lake, where we followed 

By Paula Williamson

Photos by Donna Seeley and Thomas Spoja

CRUISE TO CLEAR LAKE

the water’s edge along Soda Bay Road to Lakeport. Our 
lunch destination— a nice little Mexican restaurant beside 
the lake—thankfully provided us our own air-conditioned 
room to eat in. Sadly, one car with four people (and one dog) 
had to skip lunch in order to return home to work. However, 
the rest of us enjoyed some fine food and company.

The original tour instructions warning drivers not to 
eat too much were well-heeded. As we found out, there was 
a good reason. Heading up and over the Hopland Grade, 
drivers’ hands were busy with the tight twists and turns 
knotting the road. The Mini led the way, keeping the rest 
of us in check! 

In Hopland we stopped for a quick photo shoot. This 
was the end of the tour, so we bade each other farewell 
before the long road back down 101. It had been such a 
pleasure, both in terms of driving and meeting new people! 
It was apparent that everyone had a great day, so I’m chalk-
ing this up as yet another successful chapter activity—doing 
what we love doing.

We hope you’ll join us for another northern-area scenic 
drive when we do the Lost Coast Tour in October!  
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Finding parts to restore a car of any 
vintage age is difficult. In Jeff’s case, the 
1967 model complicated things even 
further; the more plentiful 1968-and-later 
models have many differences from their 
low-volume-production 1967 counter-
parts. For example, the interiors differ in 
significant ways. In 1968 BMW did some 
cost-cutting; they made the carpeting and 
vinyl seat covers out of cheaper materials. 
They replaced the padded pieces under 
the dash with vinyl-covered cardboard. 
The chrome trim pieces were changed to 
cheaper pieces. The dash and door handles 
were also different from those used in 
later years. These are all things you may 
not notice—until you own such a car and 
have to replace these parts. 

Jeff had seat covers made of the 
period-correct dark brown vinyl, and also 
found the correct matching brown floor-

carpeting material, which he installed 
himself. He had a professional install the 
headliner—a difficult task that requires 
some experience to look correct. The 
dash he bought from an unlucky fellow in 
Pennsylvania who had his car in for resto-
ration at a shop that burned to the ground; 
except for the dash and a few other pieces, 
the car was destroyed. 

In addition to interior differences over 
the model years, there are also significant 
differences in the engine bay. The car is the 
last of the six-volt-system cars; starting in 
1968, BMW went to twelve-volt units. That 
makes for some interesting challenges when 
it comes to finding electrical parts!

Sometimes it’s the small parts that are 
the toughest challenge. For example, the 
1967 washer-fluid bottle is smaller than the 
1968 version, which won’t fit its location. 

It’s not profitable enough for a company to 
produce such a low-volume replacement 
part, so there are none available. It took 
Jeff five years to find someone selling a 
New Old Stock washer-fluid bottle for 
a 1967 model. Another difference from 
the 1967 and later years involves stock 
mounting holes for a roll cage—not a big 
deal until you need cover-replacements 
for the holes. 

Although the little 1600-2 does have 
a spot in the garage, it’s not a garage 
queen, only emerging from its cocoon 
for concours events; it’s a driver. Once 
a week, except in the winter, Jeff drives 
it the short distance to his work. As Jeff 
says, “All of the countless hours put into 
looking for parts, having parts made, and 
wrenching on the car is worth it when I’m 
behind the wheel.”  —Matt Visser

to desecrate the BMW and invited him to 
bring it to a pre-war-car-club gathering. 
Jim towed the car to the event. Everybody 
there loved it, and went on about it being 
something special. One person even 
tempted Jim with an offer of $1,000 for 
the car. But by then the old Bimmer had 
grown on him, and he decided to keep the 
car and restore it—a tough choice for a 
teenager to turn down so much money 
in 1963!

In fact, Jim’s plan to restore the car 
to its original state was delayed for about 
40 years as life, as it commonly does, 
got in the way. Jim met his future wife, 
Mary, became a firefighter, and got into 
motorcycle racing. The car sat quietly in 
his grandmother’s garage. 

In 1974, Jim did purchase a rebuilt 
short block from Switzerland, but the 
engine wasn’t installed until 2004, when 
another temptation came his way. The 
BMW VCCCA announced its first big 
event: the 2,400-mile 2004 East Coast 
Marathon. There was just enough time to 
get the engine installed and the mechani-
cals mostly working. While Mary and Jim 

towed an open trailer from San Jose to 
Connecticut’s Lime Rock raceway, the 
original outer fabric of the 309’s top blew 
to shreds. During the parade laps for the 
event, the gallant 30-horsepower engine 
made one lap before overheating. But the 
spectators’ cheers during that lap gave 
Jim the determination to complete the 
restoration when they got home.

As you can imagine, a 30-year-old car 
that had sat for four decades needed some 
work! The cloth interior was in bad shape, 
so Jim worked with a shop to find the origi-
nal interior material and restored the seats 
and top. The mechanicals were something 
he could take care of himself. He designed 
new pistons, rebuilt the brakes, shocks, 
clutch, rear end, transmission, bearings, 
and seals; he got the electromagnetic turn 
signals functioning, and even got the map 
light working! At some point in its life, the 
309’s door handle had been replaced by 
one from a refrigerator. Jim machined a 
new driver’s-side door handle—properly 
matching the original. 

Today, all of the mechanicals on the 
car work as they did the day the car rolled 

out of the factory in Germany. The 309 

runs like a champ. It has a top speed of 

50 mph, but seems to have a sweet spot 

of 45. In 2008, Jim and Mary drove it in 

the BMW VCCCA’s 2,000-mile California 

Marathon, finishing every leg. The little 

BMW climbed some of the highest peaks 

in California—Lassen, Tioga, Trinity—

without complaint… albeit very slowly. 

For the Palo Alto Concours, Jim and his 

cousin Glenn drove the car from San Jose 

down Central Expressway to Stanford. 

As far as is known, there are only three 

309s in the U.S. and Jim’s is the most well 

preserved, with all of the engine, frame, 

and body numbers on the car matching. 

The little black 309 is lucky that a young 

Jim True took it in nearly fifty years ago, 

keeping a historic piece of BMW’s past 

alive. And we BMW enthusiasts are lucky 

to have people like Jim True and the other 

concours participants who make the effort 

to restore and maintain these pieces of 

history for us to enjoy.  —Matt Visser

JEFF GOSS: 1967 BMW 1600-2
Continued from page 15

JIM TRUE: 1934 BMW 309
Continued from page 15
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL

AT LAST! BMW CCA LAUNCHES 
NEW WEBSITE AND DATABASE

Members, chapters should see better, faster service

I t’s been a long process, says BMW CCA execu-
tive director Frank Patek, but finally BMW 
CCA 2.5 has launched. “It seems like just 

yesterday that the old site went down as we began the 
conversion to a brand new database and online com-
munity,” he said after the massive database migration. 
“But with over 1,000,000 records to be carried from the 
old system to the new one, the conversion took several 
days. As they say, it took a whole lot of trying—but we 
finally made it!”

While the database architecture is now in place, Patek 
and the National Office staff expect a few “hiccups” as 
members and chapter officers access the new software. 
“Over the next few weeks, we want you to take it out for a 
spin,” says Patek, “and let us know what you like and what 
you don’t like—and we know you will!”

Patek has patiently overseen the long-delayed conver-
sion from a faulty database system that did not align 
perfectly with the BMW CCA website presence, and that 
patience wore thin as various delays and discoveries 
complicated the transition. For one thing, two different 
companies handled separate facets of the transition: data-
base migration and website design. The goal was to create 
a website with seamless access to the intricate reaches of 
the BMW CCA database, effecting everything from secure 

merchandise transactions to easy member control over 
individual account status.

“No doubt you will find a few items here and there that 
are not quite what we intended or quite as they will be,” 
adds Patek. “Changes and updates will be constant—and 
the evolution of this site will be an ongoing project.”

Why did the Club spend over a year a year plotting, 
planning, and building a new website and database? If 
you’ve ever tried to renew your membership online, or 
tried to change it from a one-year membership to three-
year membership, you already know! It’s all about giving 
you control. And when you take that “test drive,” here are 
a few items to check out:

• Community pages where you can post your stories 
and pictures

• New forums—and yes, we are working on pulling 
over an archive of the old forums!

• More control over your membership—update your 
records on the fly!

• Easy to join and renew—wherever and whenever 
you want!

• A true auto-renew feature—no calling to update 
your credit-card information!

• A brand-new BMW CCA merchandise store
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• Secure Transactions—PCI Compliant to protect you!

• A brand-new classifieds section: much, much easier 
to post and manage your ads

• User names retained from current site; if you don’t 
have one, you can log in with your membership 
number.

• Logical placement of Club benefits and necessary 
documents

• Chapter website pages for every chapter

• Brand-new events calendar and events pages to 
promote your chapter events

“I think we’ve managed to give our members the keys,” 
says Patek. “Now go take that test drive!”

2011 BMW CCA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Sponsored by the BMW Performance Center

Each year BMW CCA Members are eligible to participate 
in our annual membership drive. Besides maintaining the 
health of the club, members can earn BMW CCA Bucks and 
be entered to win great prizes. This year those prizes just 
got better, with some help from our friends at the BMW 
Performance Center!

In a recent survey new members cited BMW CCA’s 15% 
discount at the BMW Performance Center as one of the 
leading reasons they joined the club. To capitalize on this 
unique benefit of Club Membership, every single partici-
pant in the 2011 BMW CCA Membership Drive will have 
an opportunity to win an M School of their own. There will 
be a drawing for members who successfully make referrals 
and a separate drawing for those who are referred.

Each time a club member successfully makes a referral 
during 2011 that member will be entered into a drawing 
for an M School as well as other prizes. For example, if 
John Smith refers ten new members in 2011 his name will 
be entered ten times for an M School.

Since turnabout is fair play and every great marketing 
effort comes with a hook, we are going to enter each person 
you refer into a separate drawing for an M School. For 
example, John Smith refers Jane Doe, who then joins BMW 
CCA. Jane, along with each other member referred in 2011, 
will be entered to win an M School of her own.

In the midst of a recovering economy there has never 
been a better time to be a member of the BMW CCA! No 
one knows better than you how vital our discounts and 
technical help are to affordably keeping your Bimmer on 
the road. Who has more fun doing it than we do?

Why not let a friend, or even a stranger in on the ben-
efits? Refer someone today or at any time during 2011 and, 
not only will you help the Club grow but you can earn 
yourself BMW CCA Bucks for Club merchandise, mem-
berships and events and be eligible to win an M School. 

We all know it’s the cars that bring us together but it’s the 
people that keep us here year after year...lets increase our 
ranks in 2011!

The membership drive for 2011 runs though Dec 31, 2011.

The rules are detailed at www.bmwcca.org/member-
shipdrive. If you want to get credit for signing up a member, 
make sure the person adds your name and member ID to 
any paper or online form.

WIN A TRIP TO OKTOBERFEST 
IN MUNICH!

BMW CCA upgrading members may win Munich Oktoberfest 
trip—Spaten sponsors all-expense-paid trip for two in September

It doesn’t matter where in the U.S. you may reside; if you 
upgrade your BMW CCA membership between now and 
the end of July, you might win a trip from any major airport 
of your choice to Munich’s famous Oktoberfest. (They’ve 
been celebrating beer in Bavaria for quite a while; this will 
be the 178th Oktoberfest!)

Departing on September 16 and staying at the four-
star Hotel Preysing in Munich, you will also enjoy several 
guided tours—including one to the famous Spaten brew-
ery—fine dining, and entertainment—even a float trip down 
the River Donau. And of course you’ll receive VIP treatment 
at the 178th Oktoberfest.

TRAVEL DATES: SEPTEMBER 16–21, 2011

How to be the lucky winner:

To qualify for the Oktoberfest Sweepstakes, you must 
be an existing member of the BMW CCA and purchase an 
additional 3-, 4-, or 5-year membership. Your chances to 
win correspond to the years of your additional member-
ship; members purchasing a 3-, 4-, or 5-year membership 
will be entered three, four, or five times for the drawing.

The drawing will be held on Friday, August 5, 2011.

Call 800 878-9292 or visit bmwcca.org now to upgrade 
your membership!

Eligibility Rules

Members of the Board of Directors, paid employees, 
contractors, and consultants of the BMW CCA, and their 
immediate families and/or household, may not participate 
in the drawing. You must be 21 years or older and have a 
valid passport in order to participate.

This contest is open to current members. Any current 
member purchasing a 3-, 4-, or 5-year membership between 
July 1, 2011, and July 31, 2011, will be entered into the draw-
ing for a trip for two to Munich for Oktoberfest.

3-year membership = 3 chances to win

4-year membership = 4 chances to win

5-year membership = 5 chances to win  
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TOY BOX

By Percy Chow

EASY OIL AND FLUID MAINTENANCE
Griot’s Garage Multi-Fluid Extractor
$89.99
Griots.com (Item #10115)

W hen I was younger, I was the truest 
definit ion of an auto enthusiast: 
I  tackled dir ty projects l ike oi l 

changes with  eager enthusiasm. Once I changed the 
oil in my 1973 Dodge Challenger in the blistering heat 
of a summer day in the gutter of the driveway—in just 
fifteen minutes flat. I was seventeen then.

These says, I prefer to lie on my back in the relative com-
fort of a bed or a massage table versus the hard cement of a 
garage. So when my 41st birthday rolled around, I thought 
it would be nice to get something that would appeal both to 
my enthusiast side and my need for saggy, old-guy comfort.

I dropped a hint to my wife, and lo and behold, a myste-
riously tall box with a birthday surprise arrived. Woo-hoo! 
No guesswork here; I was now the proud owner of a Griot’s 
Garage Multi-Fluid Extractor!

Richard Griot himself is somewhat of a legend in the 
BMW Club world. He graciously hosts many Seattle-area 
chapter BMW Club events, and his free car-care clinics 
are like getting a master’s degree in detailing. When Griot 
chooses to sell something, it’s not only the good stuff, it’s 
the best stuff.

Okay, so what’s in the box? The Multi-Fluid Extractor 
comes with four tubes—two different sizes of extraction 
tubes, a transition tube, and a brake-bleeding tube with a 
bleeder-valve adapter—and the pump chamber itself. It’s a 
pretty solid unit. The plastic of the canister is thick; there’s 
nothing flimsy about the sturdy hoses, either—but I would 
not do any hot-fluid extractions. The unit can be used to 
drain a multitude of fluids, from heavy transmission fluid 
to water from a clogged sink.

How Does It Work?
For uses such as engine oil-extraction, you need to 

choose a fluid line that fits into the oil-dipstick tube, connect 
it into the transition tube, and then connect the transition 

tube to the oil-pump unit. Now feed the fluid line into 
your motor’s dipstick tube, and let it drop all the way into 
the oil pan.

Once the fluid line is in, give the pump handle a few 
good pumps until you see oil begin to move through the 
line and into the chamber. You can stop pumping at that 
point. The oil from a standard three-liter BMW engine 
(about seven quarts) will fill the unit about three-quarters 
full. Once the oil stops flowing into the unit, push the 
pressure-release button on the pump. (If the chamber fills 
to capacity, the suction valve automatically shuts off.) Wrap 
a paper towel around the tube and gently withdraw the line 
from the dipstick tube through the towel. 

An oil extraction takes about 30 minutes to complete—
and you didn’t have to even get under the car! While you 
wait for the oil to be extracted, change out the filter. When 
the extraction finishes, prop the lines up to allow the residual 
fluid to flow into the tank. 
About a day later, you 
can disconnect the lines, 
clean up with a paper 
towel, and the deed is 
done.

Caveats
C o n v e n i e n c e  i s 

always a plus in the 
garage. Any time you 
can drain and refill the 
engine oil without undo-
ing the drain plug, it reduces the odds of leaks—or stripping 
or cross-threading the plug. However, from an old-school 
perspective, oil pans, transmissions, and differentials can 
use a draining once in a while to clear out sludge or particle 
contaminants. So I suggest doing a traditional draining 
every so often. 

My unit didn’t come with instructions, so there was a  
little guesswork in trying to figure out what line went to 
what and how to get the pump to work. I suggest  doing 
a little research online (Google and YouTube are good 
sources) to get a rough idea of the procedure. There is a 
less-than insightful set of PDF instructions sheet online: 
http://www.griotsgarage.com/text/pdf/10122.pdf.

And finally, there’s the obvious issue of left-over oil. 
Now you’ve got several quarts of used oil; what do you do 
with it? The unit comes with a drain hose for the chamber. 
You simply attach it for storage until you are ready to head 
down to a local recycling center, auto-parts store, or tire 
shop (Quik-Lube will work). You can even recycle it via your 
waste-management recycling bin; just make sure to pour 
the used oil into a clean, leak-proof plastic container—like 
a clean empty milk or juice jug—with a lid, and make sure 
lid is tight.   
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BART TEAMS WITH 
BMW GROUP DESIGNWORKSUSA

New BART train cars to enhance the quality of future public transit. Train 
cars anticipated to enter service by 2017.

Los Angeles, July 18, 2011... Design-
worksUSA, the design consultancy and 
subsidiary of the BMW Group, announces 
the start of an ambitious urban transit 
project in collaboration with Bay Area 
Rapid Transit (BART), the Bay Area ś 
regional transit provider. Together with 
BART, DesignworksUSA will create the 
“Fleet of the Future,” a new generation 
of train cars that will enter service by 
2017 and deliver a premium ridership 
experience for its passengers. BART, 
which began picking up passengers in 
September 1973, presently operates the 
oldest fleet of train cars in the USA. 

DesignworksUSA’s scope of work for 
BART’s Fleet of the Future includes the 

train cars’ exterior, which will 
convey a style and shape with 
unique signature expression 
to the exterior passenger information 
system. Inside the new train cars, 
DesignworksUSA will create the main 
interior design features of the new train 
cars, and incorporate the controls in the 
design of the train operator’s cab.

“DesignworksUSA is invigorated 
to join BART in their continuing com-
mitment to delivering a premium 
ridership experience,” says Laurenz 
Schaffer, President, BMW Group 
DesignworksUSA. “We are passionate 
about creating innovative solutions for 
mobility in increasingly dense urban 

centers such as the Bay Area, and we 
are excited as our collaborative part-
nership with BART gets underway,” 
Schaffer continues.

BART’s mission is to provide com-
muters with a viable alternative to driv-
ing, and therefore DesignworksUSA’s 
deep expertise creating premium design 
and user experiences not only in the 
train category, but also in the aviation 
and automotive categories, was a key 
differentiator that further guided their 
selection for this project.   
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BMW CONCORD  
1945 Market Street  
Concord, CA 94520 
925 682-3577

BMW OF FREMONT 
5720 Cushing Parkway 
Fremont, CA 94538 
510 360-5900

BMW OF HUMBOLDT BAY 
1795 Central Ave. 
McKinleyville, CA  95519 
707 839-4BMW (4269)

BMW OF MONTEREY  
One Geary Plaza 
Seaside, CA 93955 
831 899-5555

BMW OF MOUNTAIN VIEW 
150 E. EI Camino Real  
Mountain View, CA 94040  
650 943-1000

BMW OF SAN FRANCISCO 
1675 Howard St  
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415 863-9000

BMW OF SANTA MARIA 
2150 South College Drive 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 
805 614-0306

COAST BMW 
1484 Auto Park Way 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405     
805 543-4423

EAST BAY BMW 
4350 Rosewood Drive 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
800 505-4801

PETER PAN BMW 
2695 S. El Camino Real 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
650 349-9077

PRESTIGE BMW 
2800 Corby Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
707 545-6602

SONNEN BMW 
1599 E. Francisco Blvd 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
415 482-2000

STEVENS CREEK BMW 
3737 Stevens Creek 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
408 249-9070

WEATHERFORD MOTORS 
735 Ashby Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
510 654-8280

One of the many member benefits of BMW CCA is a members-only discount at vari-
ous participating services and dealers. Below you can find the businesses in our area 
who offer our members a discount. Please note that businesses often require you to 
show your current CCA membership card in order to receive the discount.
Please contact us with any deletions to the list due to a company being out of business. We ask 
that additions, changes, or deletions (no longer participating in discount program) are requested 
by the business owner directly. Updates should be directed to: CommMgr@ggcbmwcca.org.

Independent Service & Supply Discounts

2002 Haus San Luis Obispo 805 541-2002 5% Parts
Alekshop Pleasanton 925 609-4559 10% Labor/Free Tech Insp
Auto Analysts Castro Valley 510 582-0201 10% Labor
Auto Concierge Fremont 925 852-1962 10% off quoted full detail
Bavarian Enterprises Sunnyvale 408 737-6100 Various Parts
Bavarian Motorsport Milpitas 408 956-1662 10% Parts
Bavarian Professionals Berkeley 510 524-6000 10% Labor
Bavarian Tuning Santa Rosa 707 575-3757 10% Parts/Labor
Berkeley Motor Works Albany 510 528-1214 10% Labor
Bimmers BMW Service San Carlos 650 591-2474 Various
BMW Performance Driving School Spartanburg, SC BMWusa.com 15% off driving programs
BTM Motorwerks Campbell 408 369-1911 5% Parts/Labor
Catalpa Street Garage Santa Cruz 831 464-2269 10% Parts
Classic Euro-Asian Oroville 530 534-6887 10% Parts
Conversion Techniques Oakland 510 639-0911 Various
Corporate Auto Works Mountain View 650 691-9477 10% Parts/Labor
Diablo Motors San Ramon 925 830-4269 10% Parts/Labor
Dinan Engineering Mountain View 650 962-9401 10% Labor
Dinan Engineering Morgan Hill 408 779-8584 10% Labor
Double 02 Salvage Hayward 510 782-2002 10% Used Parts
Edge Motorworks Dublin 925 479-0797 10% Labor
evosport www.evosport.com 888 520-9971 10% Parts, $1000svc=free dyno
Extreme Performance San Jose 408 923-6404 10% Parts/Labor
German Auto Santa Maria 805 922-1262 10% Parts
GS Tuning Santa Rosa 707 284-2680 10% Sales/Service
Hansel Prestige Imports Santa Rosa 707 545-6602 10% Parts
Heynneman European San Rafael 415 499-1234 $50 off Service
Jam Engineering Monterey 831 372-1787 Various Parts
John Gardiner Automotive San Francisco 415 777-2697 10% Labor
Nate Smith’s Optimal Auto Santa Cruz 831 476-1332 10% Parts
M Service Walnut Creek 925 932-8744 10% Parts/Labor
Milt’s Service Garage Vallejo 707 643-7548 10% Parts/Labor
Patelco Credit Union www.Patelco.org 415 442-6200 Special Offer
Phaedrus San Francisco 415 567-8000 10% Parts
Performance Art Gilroy 408 848-6325 10% Service/Labor
Performance Technic, Inc. Pleasanton 925 426-1361 10-15% Parts
Portola Valley Garage Portola Valley 650 851-7442 10% Labor
RennWerks Performance Campbell 408 370-7480 10% Labor/5% Parts
Rossi’s Tire & Auto Service Salinas 831 424-0011 Various
SAS German Auto Pleasanton 925 846-4886 10% Parts
Schulba BMW Service Belmont 650 592-7352 10% Parts orders
Sound Innovations Hayward 510 471-9062 10% Parts
Track Star Racing Mountain View 650 961-2350 10% Parts/Labor
Valley Motorwerks Rancho Cordova 916 636-9526 10% Parts/Labor
Vanguard Motors San Francisco 415 255-8450 10% Labor
West Bay Bavarian San Rafael 415 457-0820 10% Parts/Labor/Dinan work
Dealership Discounts
BMW/Mini Concord Concord 866 704-9479 10% Parts/15% Accessories
BMW of Fremont Fremont 510 360-5900 10% Parts & Labor
BMW of Humboldt Bay McKinleyville 707 839-4269 10% Parts
BMW of Monterey Seaside 831 899-5555 10% Parts
BMW of Mountain View Mountain View 650 943-1000 10% Parts
BMW of San Francisco San Francisco 415 863-9000 10% Parts
East Bay BMW Pleasanton 800 505-4801 10% Parts

Peter Pan BMW Parts/Svc 1625 Adrian Rd. Burlingame 650 204-7600 10% Parts
Roseville BMW Roseville 916 782-9434 10% Parts
Sonnen BMW San Rafael 415 482-2000 10% Parts
Stevens Creek BMW Santa Clara 408 249-9070 10% Parts & Labor
Weatherford BMW Berkeley 510 654-8280 Various
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Golden Gate Chapter, BMW CCA, Inc. is a 
nonprofit California corporation, it is a chapter of 
the BMW Car Club of America, and is not con-
nected with Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or 
BMW of North America. Die Flüsternde Bombe is 
a publication of the Golden Gate Chapter, all ideas, 
opinions, and suggestions expressed in regard to 
technical or other matters are solely those of the 
authors, and no authentication, endorsement, or 
guarantee is expressed or implied. Golden Gate 
Chapter BMW CCA, Inc. assumes no liability for 
any of the information contained herein. No factory 
approval is implied unless so indicated. Modification 
of your BMW within the warranty period may void 
the warranty, and some modifications may violate 
federal or state laws or regulations. All contents 
remain the property of the chapter, but BMW 
CCA and BMW ACA chapters may quote or copy 
from the publication, provided full credit is given to 
the author and the Golden Gate Chapter, unless 
otherwise noted or specifically prohibited. 

Chapter Mailing Address: 
Golden Gate Chapter BMW CCA
68 Mitchell Blvd, Suite 250
San Rafael, CA 94903

The BMW Car Club of America, lnc. is a not-
for-profit national association of over 70,000 
members, dedicated to the enjoyment of driving 
BMWs. Membership is not limited to BMW owners 
and aims to provide access to driving and social 
events, maintenance and technical information, 
parts discounts, and more. Dues are $48 per year, 
with an associate member added for $10 more. 
Members receive the monthly Roundel magazine 
and a newsletter from their local chapter, or from a 
chapter of their choice. The Golden Gate Chapter 
is one of the largest chapters in the BMW CCA 
with over 4,300 members. 

For a new membership or to renew an exist-
ing one, please call toll free 800 878-9292 or visit 
www.bmwcca.org. Visa and Mastercard accepted. 

BMW CCA mailing address:
640 South Main St., Suite 201
Greenville, SC 29601 
Phone: 864 250-0022
Fax: 864 250-0038
www.bmwcca.org

BMW CCA

GGC, BMW CCA

Membership address corrections are only 
accepted at the BMW CCA website or 
national office.

MEMBER UPDATES

By joining the BMW Car Club of America (BMW 
CCA), you provided personal information that allows us 
to contact you. BMW CCA provides this information to 
the Golden Gate Chapter (GGC) of the BMW CCA for 
the following purposes:

PRIVACY STATEMENT

Board Members

GGC BOARD 
  Board@ggcbmwcca.org

PRESIDENT 
  Donna Seeley 
  President@ggcbmwcca.org 

VICE PRESIDENT 
  Kelly Collins 
  VicePresident@ggcbmwcca.org

SECRETARY 
  Aleksey Kadukin 
  Secretary@ggcbmwcca.org

TREASURER 
  Tamara Hull 
  Treasurer@ggcbmwcca.org

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
  Ian Dunn 253 797-0273 
  MembershipChair@ggcbmwcca.org

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
  Roger Ball, Canyon Chan

Event Staff
CHIEF DRIVING INSTRUCTORS 
  Billy Maher  707 546-5572 
  Peter Vinsel 
  TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

CHIEF STEWARD 
  Jeff Stowe  

TRACK SCHOOL PROJECT MANAGER 
  Kelly Collins  
  TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

DRIVING EVENTS COORDINATOR  
  Tammi Hull 
  DEC@ggcbmwcca.org

CHIEF SCRUTINEER 
  Ramon Le Francois  408 956-1662

CAR-CONTROL CLINIC COORDINATORS 
  Canyon Chan, Grant Low, Mark Magee,  
      and Paula Williamson 
  CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org

AUTOCROSS COORDINATOR 
  Rodger Ball and Jeff Roberts 
  Autox@ggcbmwcca.org

AUTOCROSS CAR CLASSIFICATIONS 
   Daniel McCormick 
   AutoxClassify@ggcbmwcca.org

TECHNICAL SESSION COORDINATOR 
  Aleksey Kadukin 
  TechSessions@ggcbmwcca.org

BMW FESTORICS COORDINATORS 
  Linda Axelson and Jeff Cowan 
  Festorics@bmwcca.org

SOCIAL EVENTS DIRECTOR 
  Mike Zampiceni 
  SocialDirector@ggcbmwcca.org

CHARITABLE EVENTS COORDINATOR 
  Joe Fant 
  CharitableEvents@ggcbmwcca.org

CHAPTER INFORMATION
Bombe Team

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
  Kelly Kirkland  650 400-9300 
  Bombe@ggcbmwcca.org

ADVERTISING MANAGER 
  Percy Chow   925 323-4844 Cell 
   925 215-3547   Off 
  Advertising@ggcbmwcca.org

REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS 
  Jonathan Bush, Percy Chow, Frank Cowan,  
     Dennis Harrold, Aleksey Kadukin

PRINTING 
  Commerce Printing

Requests for replacement or extra cop-
ies of the GGC newsletter should be 
directed to the membership chair.

Communications Team

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER  
  Kelly Collins  
  CommMgr@ggcbmwcca.org

WEBMASTER   
  Kris Linquist 
  Webmaster@ggcbmwcca.org

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
  Percy Chow 
  www.percydesign.com

Area Representatives

NORTH BAY   
  Paula Williamson 707 695-3998  
  NorthBayRep@ggcbmwcca.org  

SAN FRANCISCO   
  Ian Dunn 253 797-0273 
  SFAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

EAST BAY   
  Mary Sandkohl 510 530-4871 
  EastAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

PENINSULA   
  Ken Glidewell 650 799-8212 
  PeninsulaAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

SOUTH BAY   
  Kris Linquist 408 392-0890 
  SouthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

MONTEREY BAY AREA   
  Mark Radovan  831 421-0519 
  MontereyAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

SAN LUIS OBISPO AREA   
  John Greenley   
  SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org 

BMW CCA Pacific Region VP
NATIONAL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE 
  Jeff Cowan 650 322-4938 
  PacificRVP@bmwcca.org

• To send the GGC magazine  
(Die Flüsternde Bombe) by U.S. Mail.

• To help us create content and events most 
relevant to you. 

• To alert you to updated information and 
other new services from ggcbmwcca.org 
using an email announcement list.

GGC BMW CCA does not distribute personal 
information to any third parties. The information you 
provide to BMW CCA to be used by the GGC will 
not be used for any other purpose—we promise.
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Make the most out of your tire or suspension investment!

A proper wheel alignment will ensure that your BMW performs like a 
thoroughbred by maximizing tire life, increasing road handling, and 
improving fuel efficiency. EDGE Motorworks offers:

•  FREE Annual Alignment Checks with Oil & Inspection Services
•  Standard 24 Month/Unlimited Mileage Warranty on All Alignments
•  Customized Alignment Settings for Commute, Autocross, or Track

And with the opening of the West Dublin/Pleasanton BART station – 
you can drop off your car in the morning, work a full day at the office, 
and then pick it up for your drive home. 

We Are Serious About
Your Car’s Handling!

www.edgemotorworks.com

5 STAR RATING

EDGE Motorworks is adjacent to the new
Dublin BART station – near Chase Bank, 
in the Golden Gate Business Park.

Announcing the Area's Newest Hunter Laser Alignment System

BMW & MINI Specialists

BMW CCA Members Always 
Receive 10% Off Labor

 Please 
mention you 
saw this ad

www.edgemotorworks.com
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Golden Gate Chapter, BMW CCA
68 Mitchell Blvd, Suite 250
San Rafael, CA 94903
ggcbmwcca.org
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HAVE YOU MOVED?  Please send address changes directly to the BMW CCA National Office at:
info@bmwcca.org, or sign in to your account and update your membership record at bmwcca.org.

Interested in joining the Club? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone, or call 800 878-9292, 
or go to bmwcca.org and sign up for only $48!

At Commerce Printing, we are committed to minimizing the environmental impact of our operations. 
From simply recycling our paper trimmings to powering our entire facility with wind energy, we remain 

dedicated to the conservation of our natural resources for the present as well as future generations.

live green print green

916.442.8100  •  www.commerceprinting.com
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