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EDGE Motorworks is the Tri-Valley’s premier BMW and MINI Cooper 
Performance and Service Center, and we offer safety inspections and 
Tire/Brake and Alignment Services for all makes and models. EDGE 
Motorworks wants to help make sure that your whole family and their cars are 
ready for whatever the road throws at them.

We proudly support teen driving & car control 
clinics because we believe that knowing your 
limits and knowing how to control your car in 
an emergency is as important as knowing the 
laws and rules of the road. 

In addition to free annual brake and undercar inspections, EDGE offers 
a $50 discount certificate toward any Tire/Brake/Alignment service to any 
family who's teen completes a teen car control clinic. Simply bring your
clinic registration form and have your car safety inspected before your car 
control clinic and pick up your EDGE discount certificate.

Get more information - Street Survival, http://www.streetsurvival.org/ 
or NASA Car Control, http://nasacarcontrol.org/ 

We Are Serious 
About Your Safety

www.edgemotorworks.com

5 STAR RATING

EDGE Motorworks is adjacent to the new
West Dublin BART station – near Chase 
Bank, in the Golden Gate Business Park.

EDGE Motorworks is Committed to Teen Driving Safety 
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Break out of your daily-driving routi ne and 
try something new—a Golden Gate Chapter 
high-performance driving school emphasizing safety, 
learning, and fun! 

All skill levels are welcome—it’s great for fi rst-ti mers 
and experienced drivers alike. Our dedicated team 
of experienced instructors will help you learn at a 
comfortable and enjoyable pace. Please visit the 
GGC website for all of the informati on you’ll need to 
apply and prepare for this school. 

I t ’s  not  heal thy to have a

Mazda Raceway 
Laguna Seca
February 10-11, 2012

Photo courtesy: gotbluemilk.com

• Each student is assigned an 
instructor!

• This is not a racing school!

• Online applicati on at 
MotorsportsReg.com

• Single-and multi -event 
Lockton HPDE® Insurance 
policy available

• School price was yet to be 
determined at publicati on. 
Check the GGC website for 
the updated informati on.

• Registrati on closes 01/31/2012

GGCBMWCCA.org

Laguna Seca is located on Highway 68 midway between 
Salinas and Monterey, California.

One Track Mind
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Your input is encouraged!   
Magazine submissions 
deadline is the first of each 
month prior to publication. 

Volume 41, No. 1   JaNuary/February, 2012
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The BMW Car Club of America, lnc. is a not-for-profit national as-
sociation of over 70,000 members, dedicated to the enjoyment of 
driving BMWs. Membership is not limited to BMW owners and aims to 
provide access to driving and social events, maintenance and technical 
information, parts discounts, and more. Dues are $48 per year, with an 
associate member added for $10 more. Members receive the monthly 
Roundel magazine and a newsletter from their local chapter, or from a 
chapter of their choice. The Golden Gate Chapter is one of the largest 
chapters in the BMW CCA with over 4,300 members. 

For a new membership or to renew an existing one, please call toll free 
800 878-9292 or visit www.bmwcca.org. Visa and Mastercard accepted. 

BMW CCA mailing address:
640 South Main St., Suite 201
Greenville, SC 29601 
Phone: 864 250-0022
Fax: 864 250-0038
www.bmwcca.org

BMW CCA

Golden Gate Chapter, BMW CCA, Inc. is a nonprofit California 
corporation, it is a chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, and 
is not connected with Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or BMW of 
North America. Die Flüsternde Bombe is a publication of the Golden 
Gate Chapter, all ideas, opinions, and suggestions expressed in regard 
to technical or other matters are solely those of the authors, and no 
authentication, endorsement, or guarantee is expressed or implied. 
Golden Gate Chapter BMW CCA, Inc. assumes no liability for any of 
the information contained herein. No factory approval is implied unless 
so indicated. Modification of your BMW within the warranty period 
may void the warranty, and some modifications may violate federal 
or state laws or regulations. All contents remain the property of the 
chapter, but BMW CCA and BMW ACA chapters may quote or copy 
from the publication, provided full credit is given to the author and the 
Golden Gate Chapter, unless otherwise noted or specifically prohibited. 

Chapter Mailing Address: 
Golden Gate Chapter BMW CCA
68 Mitchell Blvd, Suite 250
San Rafael, CA 94903

GGC, BMW CCA

Membership address corrections are only accepted at the 
BMW CCA website or national office.

MEMBER UPDATES

By joining the BMW Car Club of America (BMW CCA), you provided 
personal information that allows us to contact you. BMW CCA provides 
this information to the Golden Gate Chapter (GGC) of the BMW CCA 
for the following purposes:

• To send the GGC magazine  
(Die Flüsternde Bombe) by U.S. Mail.

• To help us create content and events most relevant to you. 
• To alert you to updated information and other new services 

from ggcbmwcca.org using an email announcement list.
GGC BMW CCA does not distribute personal information to any 

third parties. The information you provide to BMW CCA to be used 
by the GGC will not be used for any other purpose—we promise.

PRIVACY STATEMENT

Board Members

GGC BOARD Board@ggcbmwcca.org

PRESIDENT Donna Seeley. President@ggcbmwcca.org 

VICE PRESIDENT Kelly Collins, VicePresident@ggcbmwcca.org

SECRETARY Open. Secretary@ggcbmwcca.org

TREASURER Tamara Hull. Treasurer@ggcbmwcca.org

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR Ian Dunn, 253 797-0273, MembershipChair@ggcbmwcca.org

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE Roger Ball, Canyon Chan

Event Staff

CHIEF DRIVING INSTRUCTORS Billy Maher, 707 546-5572 
Peter Vinsel, TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

CHIEF STEWARD Jeff Stowe  

TRACK SCHOOL PROJECT MANAGER Kelly Collins, TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

DRIVING EVENTS COORDINATOR Tammi Hull,   DEC@ggcbmwcca.org

CHIEF SCRUTINEER Ramon Le Francois, 408 956-1662

CAR-CONTROL CLINIC COORDINATORS Canyon Chan, Grant Low, Mark Magee, and 
Paula Williamson: CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org

AUTOCROSS COORDINATOR Rodger Ball and Jeff Roberts,   Autox@ggcbmwcca.org

AUTOCROSS CAR CLASSIFICATIONS Daniel McCormick, AutoxClassify@ggcbmwcca.org

TECHNICAL SESSION COORDINATOR Aleksey Kadukin, TechSessions@ggcbmwcca.org

BMW FESTORICS COORDINATORS Festorics@bmwcca.org

DRIVING TOURS ORGANIZER Mike Zampiceni, Tours@ggcbmwcca.org

CHARITABLE EVENTS COORDINATOR Joe Fant, CharitableEvents@ggcbmwcca.org

Bombe Team

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Kelly Kirkland, 650 400-9300, Bombe@ggcbmwcca.org

ADVERTISING MANAGER Percy Chow, 925 323-4844, Advertising@ggcbmwcca.org

REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS  Jonathan Bush, Percy Chow, Dennis Harrold, Aleksey Kadukin

PRINTING Commerce Printing

 Requests for replacement or extra copies of the GGC newsletter should be directed to the 
membership chair.

Communications Team

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER Kelly Collins, CommMgr@ggcbmwcca.org

WEBMASTER Kris Linquist, Webmaster@ggcbmwcca.org

GRAPHIC DESIGN Percy Chow, www.percydesign.com

Area Representatives

NORTH BAY  Paula Williamson, 707 695-3998, NorthBayRep@ggcbmwcca.org

SAN FRANCISCO Ian Dunn, 253 797-0273, SFAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

EAST BAY Mary Sandkohl, 510 530-4871, EastAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

PENINSULA  Ken Glidewell, 650 799-8212, PeninsulaAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

SOUTH BAY Kris Linquist, 408 392-0890, SouthAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

MONTEREY BAY AREA Mark Radovan, 831 421-0519, MontereyAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

SAN LUIS OBISPO AREA Dennis Harrold, SLOAreaRep@ggcbmwcca.org

BMW CCA Pacific Region VP

NATIONAL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE Jeff Cowan, 650 322-4938, PacificRVP@bmwcca.org

CHAPTER INFORMATION

Commit to: 1 issue 2-3 issues 4-7 issues 8-10 issues
Inside black and white ads:

Full page  $344  $327  $310  $275 

1/2 page  $188  $179  $169  $150 

1/4 page  $135  $125  $113  $105 

Bus. card  $  88  $ 84  $  79  $  70 

Inside color ads:
Full page  $500  $475  $450  $400

1/2 page  $263  $250  $237  $210 

1/4 page $175 $166 $156 $146

Bus. card $99 $94 $89 $84
Specified Placement fee:  25% of ad cost/mo. 

Inside front/back cover:

Full page $513 $488 $462 $410

Back Cover:   $775  $737 $698 $620

MAGAZINE AD RATES PER MONTH:
Commercial Advertising: 

This publication is read monthly 
by over 4,300 BMW enthusiasts in 
Northern California. Deadline for 
new ad artwork is the fifth day of 
each month prior to publication. 
Please submit artwork to the Ad-
vertising Manager.

Commercial advertisers are re-
sponsible for supplying their own 
ad copy. All commercial advertising 
must be paid in advance. Contact 
the Advertising Manager for further 
details: Advertising@ggcbmwcca.org.  
Please note, this publication is sent 
Bulk Rate USPS.

For Web or Email-blast advertising 
rates, please contact the Advertising 
Manager.

PUBLISHING
Die Flüsternde Bombe is produced monthly (except for combined issues 

Nov/Dec and Jan/Feb). Article/photo submission deadline is the first day 
of each month prior to publication. Submissions go to the  Editor at: 
Bombe@ggcbmwcca.org.
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By Donna Seeley, President

ACROSS THE BOARD
MEET (MOST OF) YOUR 2012 BOARD

T he annual election is over, and most of us 
are returning in the same positions:

•	President: Donna Seeley
•	Vice president: Kelly Collins (also the 
communications manager and driving-
school-program manager)
•	Treasurer for Life: Tamara Hull (also the 
driving-events coordinator)
•	Membership chair: Ian Dunn
•	Secretary: currently open

Aleksey Kadukin didn’t run for secretary due to other 
priorities in his life. On behalf of the GGC board, Aleksey, 
thank you very much for recording our meetings, even at 
their most boisterous! We also thank you for three years of 
excellent technical sessions. Please come back soon!

We did not have a candidate for secretary in the election, 
but there were six write-in votes (no, we’re not counting 
Mickey	Mouse):	Paula	Williamson,	Matt	Visser,	Canyon	
Chan, Mark Magee, and Jared Petrie—plus one walk-in 
at	the	December	meeting,	Hernan	Pelassini.	Notification	
and	a	 request	 to	attend	our	next	board	meeting	 (Jan	19)	
have been sent to each of them. The board will appoint the 
secretary at that time, after which we will publish results 
in the next Bombe.

Please note that we’re also still looking for a social 
director and a technical-sessions coordinator.

25 Hours and Then Some: Can you have fun staying 
awake outside for 36 hours straight in December? You bet! 
While NASA’s 25-Hour endurance race at Thunderhill in 
December wasn’t a BMW CCA event, our marque was well 
represented.	I	counted	eighteen	BMWs	in	the	83-car	field!

Treasurer Hull was one of the race directors. I crewed 
for the two Edge Motorwerks cars: Navid Kahangi’s #80 
E36	and	Tony	Zwain’s	#9	E30-Frankenstein—both	 in	 the	
E0	class.	Our	nemesis	was	Scott	Smith	in	the	BimmerWorld	
#30 E36. Other notable BMWs were GGC’s co-chief driving 
instructor	Billy	Maher’s	Tiger	Racing	#22,	Jeff	Stammer’s	
#161,	Bullet’s	#95,	Road	Shagger’s	#61,	BMW	CCA	Pacific	
Region	DEC	Rep	Scott	Adare’s	Racing	On	Adare	#160,	GGC’s	
co-car-control-clinic coordinator Mark Magee’s Bear Creek 
Ring	#70,	 and	Anil	 Singh’s	Team	Bruvado	 Imports	 #510.	
The	latter	two	teams	have	written	about	their	experiences	
in this issue. 

For	those	not	familiar	with	this	race,	it’s	the	same	format	
as the 24 Hours of Daytona and the 24 Hours of LeMans (not 
LeMons, thank you very much). Several classes of cars race 
at the same time, making for some very wide discrepancies 
in	speeds.	Most	 teams	have	about	five	drivers	who	 take	
turns driving in shifts. 

Our crew was kept busy with pit stops. We could only 
add ten gallons of gas per stop, and those ten gallons would 
burn away in about 50 minutes! Multiply that by two cars 
on the team, carry the one, and that’s about 60 scheduled 
stops. That doesn’t count the stops for “I feel a vibration,” 
“Please bang out that fender,” or “Please get another driver 
ready; I’m going to be sick.”

Attrition	is	a	huge	factor	in	these	kinds	of	long	endur-
ance races. After months of preparation by each team, their 
cars can be taken out by accidents or mechanical break-
downs. What’s worse: for the race to be over early, or to be 
out of the race near the 
end after an exhausting 
day? Our pit neighbor, 
Mark Magee, suffered 
the first scenario. Our 
Edge Motorwerks car 
came very close to the 
second one.

Edge’s #80 car was 
in	P1—the	leading	posi-
tion in E0 class—for over 
twelve hours, with their 
#9	 E30	 and	 Bimmer-
World’s	#30	E36	battling	further	back.	At	8:00	a.m.—four	
hours before the end of the race—disaster struck the Edge 
team: Car #80’s motor expired. The crew stared balefully 
at the car and the spare engine for a few minutes, then 
Zwain’s crew got to work, completing an engine swap in a 
little	over	two	hours	(yes,	that’s	phenomenal).	Amazingly,	
the car returned to the track only a lap and a half behind 
BimmerWorld’s third-place car. The rest of the race was 
incredibly	exciting!	Our	#9	was	in	P2,	safely	ten	laps	ahead	
of the #30 car driven by Lance Boicelli. Kahangi pushed Car 
#80 to the limit—“Sleep deprivation plus adrenaline make 
for very brave driving!”—and tore away at the Boicelli’s 
lead,	eventually	finishing	only	47	seconds	behind	them.

All in all, the best thing about this race to me—the 
reason	I’ve	been	a	part	of	it	every	year	since	1999—is	the	
racing	community.	Every	one	of	us—racers,	crew,	and	offi-
cials—has	been	called	“effing	nuts”	by	family	and	friends	
for our dedication to this mad endeavor of racing. Maybe 
we	are;	maybe	that’s	why	an	Edge	welder	helped	fix	the	
BimmerWorld car’s cracked subframe during the race. 

And you know what? It’s that way throughout amateur 
racing: demo derbies, drag racing, ovals, and road tracks. If 
you know a racer, don’t call them nuts until you see what 
keeps them coming back.

I’ll give you a hint: It isn’t the plastic trophy.  
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To add an event to the calendar, email your information to:  
CommunicationsManager@ggcbmwcca.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Connect With Us
www.ggcbmwcca.org/?page=subscribe

www.ggcbmwcca.org

tinyurl.com/GGC-BMW-CCA-fan
tinyurl.com/BMWccaFacebook

tinyurl.com/BMWccaLinkedIn

BMW CCA 
Website

www.bmwcca.org
www.bmwccaOfest.org

GGC Website 
& Calendar

GGC-Monthly 
e-Blast Mailing

http://twit ter.com/ggcbmwccaautox
http://twit ter.com/bmwcca

http://twit ter.com/ggcbmwcca

 x JANUARY
Jan 14 Tour & Drive: CA Auto Museum GG Chpt 
CA Auto Museum, Sacramento Mike Zampiceni 
www.ggcbmwcca.org tours@ggcbmwcca.org
Jan 19 Board Meeting GG Chpt 
Round Table Pizza, San Mateo Donna Seeley 
www.ggcbmwcca.org president@ggcbmwcca.org

 x FEBRUARY
Feb 10-11 Laguna Seca High-Performance Driving School 
GG Chpt Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca Kelly Collins 
www.ggcbmwcca.org TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org

 x MARCH
Mar 3 Car Control Clinic GG Chpt 
Candlestick Park, San Francisco Canyon Chan 
www.ggcbmwcca.org CarControl@ggcbmwcca.org
Mar 10 Intro to Autocross/Test & Tune GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

 x APRIL
Apr 14 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

 x MAY
May 5 Autocross GG Chpt 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina Jeff Roberts 
www.ggcbmwcca.org autocross@ggcbmwcca.org

 x JUNE
Jun 10 Tour & Steam Train Ride GG Chpt 
Niles Canyon Railway, Fremont Mike Zampiceni 
www.ggcbmwcca.org tours@ggcbmwcca.org

 x JULY
Jul 14 GGC Summer Party GG Chpt 
Private Residence, Los Altos Hills Jeff Cowan 
www.ggcbmwcca.org PacificRVP@bmwcca.org

* Indicates a regional or national Club event

TM
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Car-Control Clinic

What you get:
• Personalized attention from 

experienced GGC instructors
• Instruction geared to your level
• Short “chalk talk” followed by 

hands-on exercises
• Skid pad, slalom, and 

braking exercises
• Learn proper use of steering 

wheel, brakes, and throttle
• Approved pre-requisite for on-track 

high-performance driving school

The Ultimate
Driving Skills

Experiment with your car’s handling! Break your old bad 
habits! Have some fun, while you pick up some useful 
driving skills! The GGC Car-Control Clinic is the perfect 
answer, whether you’re starting out as a teen driver, or 
just want to hone your talents. Remember, the Car-Control 
Clinic is a prerequisite for GGC track schools, too! But it’s 
also terrifi c fun—and useful!—in its own right. 

March 3, 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Candlestick Park, San Francisco

Things to know:
• Must be a member of BMW CCA 
• Must have a valid driver’s license 

(no learner’s permits)
• Notarized Minor Release Waiver 

required if you are under 18 
(see the GGC website, clinic 
overview)

• Two students can share one car 
(each must register separately)

• Convertibles allowed
• Be open-minded and willing to 

have fun!

• Online only: go to www.ggcBMWcca.org/Calendar
• Registration is fi rst come, fi rst served; opens 6-8 weeks prior to the clinic
• Only $110 per student—lunch included! ($158 for non-members, includes 

one-year membership to BMW CCA)

Photos by Christina Breton
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Calendar

BOMBED OUT 

Help us pick a name! We think it’s time to update the 
name	of	our	chapter	magazine.	Die Flüsternde Bombe (The 
Whispering	Bomb)	is	a	term	that	the	German	magazine	
Auto Bild used for BMW 2002s in the late ‘60s in reference 
to sound their grilles made as they bombed around the 
race	track.	Help	us	choose	a	name	that	is	more	fitting	
for	2012	and	beyond!	Send	your	witty	suggestions	and	
submissions to treasurer@ggcbmwcca.org.

GGC WEBSITE FACELIFT
New	 for	2012	 is	our	newly	updated	 chapter	website.	

Check out the new look, as well as the abilty to create a 
profile	 and	 interact	 on	our	web	 forum	or	 to	download	
calendar items to your personal calendar.

WE NEED A SOCIAL-EVENTS DIRECTOR!
The Golden Gate Chapter is seeking a social-events 

director to plan and coordinate fun social activities for 
our chapter members. This position is key to helping the 
chapter retain members! The ideal candidate is someone 
who enjoys people and who can produce events that appeal 
to a broad audience, creating new opportunities as well 
as continuing the tradition of our most popular events. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please send an email to 
board@ggcbmwcca.org.

TECH-SESSION COORDINATOR 
WANTED

Do you love the technical aspects of cars? Maybe the 
perfect opportunity is here waiting for you: The GGC has 
a vacancy in our tech-session-coordinator position. The job 
entails scheduling, managing, and promoting tech-oriented 
events for our chapter members. The ideal candidate will 
plan tech sessions at local shops and companies that cover 
a variety of topics.

Perhaps you’ve read about many of the interesting past 
sessions	that	Aleksey	Kadukin	has	organized	during	the	last	
several years; members have had the opportunity to go into 
top-level shops to learn about suspension setups, body and 
paint technology, detailing, etc. Being in the heart of Silicon 
Valley, the range of prospective sessions is wide open for this 
coordinator; within our area, we’ve got so many big-name 
firms	to	choose	from:	the	BMW	Tech	Office,	Dinan,	Tesla,	
Chevron, Canepa Design, and a plethora of high-end tun-
ers and shops. If you are interested in volunteering for this 
position, please send an email to board@ggcbmwcca.org.

2012 CARS OF GGC CALENDAR
www.cafepress.com/ggcbmwcca

It’s like the swimsuit issue of Sports Illustrated, so you 
don’t want to miss out on the all new Cars Of GGC calen-
dar—now available at the GGC Cafe Press Store 
for	only	$16.50!	

While you’re there, check out the other GGC-
logo items available. And yes, for those who 
have missed it, the famous GGC thong is back in 
stock—a perfect accompaniment for the calendar!  

JANUARY BOARD MEETING
Thursday, January 19, 7:00 p.m.
Round Table Pizza, 1304 W. Hillsdale Blvd., San Mateo

Donna Seeley, president@ggcbmwcca.org
Board meetings are open to all members; they’re a great 

way to get involved with your chapter! Come join us for 
some lively conversation!

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING 
IN MONTEREY
January 21 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Hyatt Regency, 1 Old Golf Course Rd, Monterey
Frank Patek, frank_patek@bmwcca.org

The BMW CCA national board is having their quarterly 
meeting in Monterey, and all members are welcome to sit 
in on the meeting. Will BMW CCA Oktoberfest come back 
to	the	West	coast...	curious?	RSVP	to	Frank	Patek	so	they	
have	a	headcount	to	ensure	enough	chairs	for	attendees.

CENTRAL-COAST REGION 
PLANNING MEET & GREET
February 4, 9:45 a.m. 
Panera Bread, 297 Madonna Road, San Luis Obispo
Dennis Harrold, SLOAreaRep@ggcbmw.cca.org

The SLO-area touring group is having a Meet & Greet 
and	short	drive	on	Saturday,	February	4,	 to	discuss	our	
plans	for	2012.	As	you	know,	we	typically	have	a	driving	
tour or gathering once a month; we’re looking for your 
opinion on what great spots we should visit this year! We’ll 
have	an	hour-long	meeting	with	coffee	and	rolls,	followed	
by a short drive on Turri Road and Prefumo Canyon Road 
to Avila.

LAGUNA SECA DRIVING SCHOOL!
February 10-11 (Friday-Saturday)
Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey

Kelly Collins, TrackSchools@ggcbmwcca.org
Come learn the art of high-performance driving at our 

Laguna Seca driving school! This is one of the more famous 
tracks in the world, and we’re extremely fortunate to have 
it in in our backyard. It’s been awhile since we’ve been able 
to acquire a two-day school here, so don’t delay in grabbing 
this opportunity!

The focus of our driving school is on safety and education; 
every student is assigned an instructor until they are signed 
off	at	the	event.	Our	dedicated	team	of	experienced	instruc-
tors will help you learn at a comfortable and enjoyable pace.

Check the website for additional details—and register 
now	before	it	fills	up!

CAR-CONTROL CLINIC
March 3, 2012
Candlestick Park, San Francisco

CCC Team, carcontrol@ggcbmwcca.org
Car-control clinics are our Club’s greatest com-

munity service. Because of these courses, there 
are	now	many	better	and	safer	drivers	who	share	
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the road with you and me. Why don’t you become one of 
them, too?

You will learn the basics of performance-car control 
by participating in three low-speed exercises—slalom, 
skidpad, and emergency-avoidance tactics—complete 
with	instruction.	These	exercises	will	better	prepare	you	
for situations on the track, as well as in everyday driving.

After this school, you’ll know what to do when your car 
begins to slide, or how to safely maneuver in control during 
that panic stop. Even if you think you know what you are 
doing with your current skills, come out and explore the limits 
of	your	car	in	a	controlled	setting.	This	is	also	an	exceptional	
(and fun!) school for teenagers and beginning drivers.
Attending	a	car-control	clinic	 is	a	prerequisite	 for	all	

first-timers	(with	no	previous	on-track	driving	experience)	
who	plan	to	attend	our	high-performance	driving	schools.
Event	 cost	 is	 $110	 for	BMW	CCA	members	 and	$158	

for non-members (which includes a one-year BMW CCA 
membership).	Lunch	 is	 included.	 If	 you	plan	 to	 attend,	
please read our event overview!

Registration for our clinics begins approximately 6–8 
weeks	before	the	event.	For	more	information,	see	the	CCC	
Overview or contact the CCC team.
Our	2012	schedule	is	currently	tentative,	and	dates	are	

subject to change:
March 3 (Candlestick)
May 19 (Candlestick)

July 28 (Candlestick)
October 20 (Marina)

INTRO TO AUTOCROSS/TEST & TUNE
March 10 
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina
Autocross team, autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
This	is	a	non-compete,	pre-season	event	offered	to	those	

interested in seeing what driving an autocross course is all 
about, without the formalities and competition.

We will have a short autocross course setup with various 
elements you can expect to see during a competition event. 
Coaches will ride with you to give you tips and help you 
get comfortable with this type of driving. No run groups 
or classes are assigned, just plenty of fun driving!
In	addition,	we’ll	offer	several	test	areas	for	experienced	

autocrossers to use to dial in their suspensions and tire 
pressures at a venue we use most frequently. 
Further	details	and	pricing	are	available	on	the	website.

AUTOCROSS
April 14
Marina Municipal Airport, Marina
Autocross team, autocross@ggcbmwcca.org
Our	first	official	autocross	of	the	season!	
Autocross events are low- to medium-speed auto-racing 

events that are often run in parking lots and on airport 
runways.	Generally,	a	course	will	be	defined	using	traffic	
cones. One at a time, drivers negotiate the course, testing 
their skills against the clock. Time penalties are charged 
for disturbing cones, with a penalty of one second per cone. 
As a rule, each driver takes six to seven runs at an event, 
and is awarded the best time of all runs taken.

This is an inexpensive, safe way to experience racing. It 
develops your driving ability, and helps you discover your 
car’s	 capabilities	 and	 limitations—making	you	a	better,	
safer driver on the road. Many would-be race drivers use 
it	as	a	jumping-off	point	into	the	sport	of	road	racing,	but	
the greatest thrill of autocross is the challenge of beating 
your own time. It’s fun! Want to learn more? Check out 
our Autocross Primer at www.ggcbmwcca under Driving 
Events Overview, or visit www.bmwautocross.com.

Non-BMWs are allowed to participate, but all partici-
pants must be BMW CCA members. If you are not currently 
a member, you can add a BMW CCA membership during 
the registration process and pay during checkout.

Event cost is $50 (a sack lunch is optional for an extra 
$5). Our lunch break is only 30 minutes long. You must 
return	on	time!	The	drivers’	meeting	begins	at	9:00	a.m.;	if	
you miss the drivers’ meeting, you will not be allowed to 
participate in the event.

Registration is only at MotorsportsReg.com

Upcoming dates:
May 5 (Marina)

TOUR AND STEAM-TRAIN RIDE
June 10
Fremont

Mike Zampiceni, Tours@ggcbmwcca.org 
This tour starts in east San Jose and ends in the Niles 

district	of	Fremont.	We’ll	start	out	the	morning	the	right	
way, by traversing some entertaining back roads east of 
San Jose, then head over to the Niles Canyon Railway in 
Fremont.	Here	we’ll	take	a	ride	on	a	restored	steam	train	to	
the village of Sunol and back. Lunch is planned in the Niles 
area after the ride.

The Loma Prieta Region of the Porsche Club of America 
will be joining us for this event.

GGC SUMMER PARTY!
July 14
Private Residence, Los Altos Hills

Mark your calendars; we’ve set a date for our chap-
ter party! We’ll start the day with a great touring drive 
(optional) of the fantastic mountain roads. The party starts 
in the afternoon at an incredible private residence where 
you’ll be treated to a feast and a pool party. Bring the whole 
family to this one—it’s always the best gathering of the year!

Online registration and additional details will be avail-
able as we get closer to the date.  
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I was minding my own business when Kelly 
Kirkland, our editor, sent me an email asking 
if I could attend a local meeting of automo-

tive journalists that evening. Report on a meeting of 
reporters? Okay, sounds interesting. Since the venue 
was only fourteen miles away, she ignored my request 
for the chapter to pick up airline and hotel charges. So 
I hopped on my motorcycle—a BMW, naturally—and 
headed north.

The Western Automotive Journalists (www.WAJ.org) 
is a group of professional (read: paid, unlike Yours Truly) 
reporters	who	gather	several	times	a	year	to	socialize,	net-
work, and talk about cars. They typically invite automotive 
companies to speak at these functions. Often the companies 
will bring cars or other automotive toys. I was there as a 
guest—a member of BMW CCA—so I tried to behave.

The WAJ had invited BMW to speak at the evening 
gathering, and Dirk Rossberg and Oliver Ganser were there 
from BMW. Rossberg is the head of the BMW Technology 
Office,	 based	 in	Mountain	View.	Ganser	 is	 the	 3	 Series	
product manager for BMW NA. A third representative 
from BMW NA, Dave Buchko, their well-travelled product 
communications	representative,	was	also	there	to	field	any	
questions Rossberg and Ganser couldn’t answer.

The evening began with a moving tribute to local-news 
and automotive reporter Don Mosley, who recently passed 
away	at	the	age	of	90.	Mosley	had	been	a	reporter	for	nearly	
70 years. That’s not a typo; he worked for the same station, 
KCBS,	 from	 the	 age	of	 21	 right	up	 to	filing	his	 last	 car	
review a week before he died. His friends and family were 
in	attendance	as	several	people	told	stories	about	Mosley’s	
very impressive career.

Herr Doktor Rossberg has my dream job: working at 
the	intersection	of	cutting-edge	Silicon	Valley	technology	
and	BMW	vehicles.	The	BMW	Technology	Office	is	tasked	
with adding value to the vehicles through a continuous 
feed of new technology. They partner with technology 
companies, study early adopters, build prototypes and 
proofs of concept, and then transfer the knowledge gained 
to	the	main	office	back	in	Munich,	where	the	prototypes	
are transformed into product features.

Rossberg explained the many reasons why BMW 
chose	to	open	the	technology	office	here	in	the	Bay	Area.	
Obviously, one factor is the people and the culture; we are 
either early-adopters or are deeply engrossed in inventing 
various	new	technologies.	For	cooperative	research,	there	
are the leading universities: Berkeley, Stanford, and UC 
Davis. And the schools and culture in Los Angeles are 
nearby resources for understanding coming trends in the 
intersection of media and vehicles. 

Easy access to the technology companies and their 
products is key, but BMW also gains advanced ideas by 
studying how these companies operate internally. BMW 
studied Google and their hiring and human-resources 
practices, for example. The resource sharing goes both 
ways;	venture-capital	firms	here	like	having	the	BMW	Tech	
Office	close	by.	They	come	to	BMW	and	ask	about	some	of	
the new ventures being brought to them for funding. BMW 
helps the money folks understand whether the ideas are 
technically feasible.

Rossberg went on to explain the decision for BMW 
to	“open	the	car	as	a	platform.”	Formerly,	cars	would	be	
designed, built, shipped to the customer, and (except for 
aftermarket hardware upgrades) the cars had essentially 
the same features throughout their entire model cycle. 
Now—like your computer, your smart phone, and your 
DVR—cars often receive software upgrades and new fea-
tures. BMW works with software companies to let them 
develop applications that interact with the entertainment 
system of the car. Hook up your iPhone—and soon, your 
Android phone—and launch Pandora Radio to listen to 
your favorite music as you drive. 

The development cycle for software is far shorter than 
for cars, so the vehicles need to be able to change with 
the fast-moving trends, especially as they relate to media, 
communication, and the Internet; next year, whatever the 
trendy application might be, your car can get an upgrade. 
The	Tech	Office	 is	working	 to	bring	“customer-relevant	
applications in the automotive context.” What could your 
car	do	differently	if	it	was	always	online	and	connected	to	
both you and the Internet? 

Electricity is the new fuel: As BMW makes the 
transition to include electric vehicles into their main-

BMW TECHNOLOGY OFFICE TALK By Don Louv
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stream product lines, there 
are many basic assumptions 
being challenged about how 
we use and interact with our 
vehicles.	 The	Tech	Office	 is	
studying changes necessary 
for the transmission, storage, 
transferring, and usage of 
that fuel. Currently, an EV 
can’t drive up to a plug-in, 
get charged in three minutes, 
and continue on across the 
country. That changes our 
relationship	with	the	vehicle.	Batteries	in	an	EV	need	to	be	
at	proper	temperatures	to	be	most	efficient;	pre-warming,	
or	pre-cooling	the	battery	pack	while	still	connected	to	a	
charging	system	is	an	optimization	that	dinosaur-fueled	
BMWs didn’t need to worry about. Pre-heating my driver’s 
seat is also a requirement—just saying.

Next	up	was	Oliver	Ganser	to	tell	us	about	the	new	F30	
3 Series, “the heart of BMW.” You have, by now, probably 
seen a hundred online articles about the sixth generation 
of	the	littlest	BMW.	What?	Oh,	yeah:	It’s	grown	up	now,	
and even has a smaller brother. Now there’s room in the 
back	seat	for	adults—and	a	trunk	with	adult-sized	capacity.	

Two	engines	will	be	initially	available	in	the	F30:	the	
now-familiar N55 twin-scroll turbocharged six-cylinder 
and the new N20 twin-scroll turbocharged four-cylinder. 
The	 F30	has	 an	Eco	Pro	mode,	which	 seems	 to	 be	 the	
opposite of sport mode: It reduces climate control and seat 
heating,	as	well	as	switching	to	a	slower	throttle	response	
for increased fuel economy. Don’t worry, all of your horses 
are still there at your command, but they now reside in 
the	 last	30%	of	your	go-pedal	travel.	Personally,	 I	find	it	
an interesting compromise: Here in the U.S., we don’t get 
BMW’s	wonderful	high-mpg	diesels,	but	we	do	get	a	button	
to push to let the car “hypermile” for us. 

There’s a full-color head-up display available to show 
you your speed, your navigation instructions, and what 
playlist is on your iPod. There is no key slot to start the 
car,	but	 there	are	bottle	holders	 in	 the	doors.	 I	 forgot	 to	
ask	if	they	will	fit	my	wife’s	favorite	square-bottled	water	
from	Fiji.

I think the most interesting new feature of the 3 Series 
is the design concepts of “lines.” This new 3 Series gen-
eration has three lines currently: Luxury, 
Modern, and Sport Lines, each bringing a 
different	aesthetic.	The	different	lines	have	
subtle visual cues and color choices for the 
exterior, interior, and even the key fobs. 
An M Sport Line will follow next summer. 

While	I	see	the	attraction	for	customers	
who	have	 their	 cars	 custom-specified	 at	
the factory—momentary pause for dreams 
of European Delivery—I’m curious about 
how the dealerships will view the added 

complexity of maintaining 
an attractive inventory for 
walk-in buyers. One Modern 
Line, a Luxury Line, and two 
Sport Lines?

X- D r ive  a nd  Ac t ive 
Hybrid drivetrain variants 
will	follow	in	the	fall	of	2012.	
The Active Hybrid drivetrain 
is the same one shared with 
the 5 Series. Someone asked 
why	a	smaller,	more	efficient	
engine wasn’t chosen for the 

F30’s	Active	Hybrid	drivetrain,	 and	Ganser	 replied	 that	
it was basically a time-to-market decision. “When will 
there be diesels?” asked someone else. A lengthy silence 
ensued. “Too soon to tell” was all we could get out of them. 
Of course, at the launch of the new 3 Series in Spain in 
November, there were plenty of diesels—just not for the U.S.

There were also a few questions about the upcoming 
electric	BMWs.	The	Active	E,	an	electrified	1	Series,	will	
be delivered into the hands of 700 “Electronauts” over the 
course of the next couple of months. These Electronauts will 
be beta-testing the drivetrain, which is BMW-developed—in 
contrast to the outsourced power system in the Mini-E—and 
will	be	shared	with	the	BMW	i3	due	to	hit	the	streets	in	2013.

Somebody	 then	asked	about	 the	 carbon-fiber	manu-
facturing facility that BMW has built with partner SLG in 
Moses Lake, Washington, which opened in September. “It’s 
big,”	they	said.	BMW	is	investing	heavily	in	carbon	fiber;	
this plant will eventually produce one-third of all of the 
carbon	fiber	in	the	world.	The	electric	cars	in	BMW’s	future	
require	 significantly	 lighter	 chassis	weight,	 and	carbon-
fiber	composites	are	the	way	that	BMW	will	get	there.

As the discussion turned to autonomous driving, Ross-
berg stepped in to say that a BMW had just completed an 
800-plus-kilometer self-drive from Munich to Engelstadt 
and back. But there are still many hurdles to overcome 
in technical, societal, and legal issues before self-driving 
cars can become a reality on the roads. An application 
of the self-driving technology that BMW is pursuing is 
detection whether the driver of the vehicle has become 
incapacitated—possibly due to a sudden health issue—in 
which	case	the	vehicle	would	safely	check	for	traffic	in	the	
lanes to the right, signal, change lanes, repeat if necessary, 

and then safely pull onto the shoulder 
and come to a complete stop. Current cars 
already	know	how	to	dial	911,	so	the	final	
step would be easy. 

The	final	question	of	the	evening	was,	
“When will I be able to have a holographic 
passenger so I can drive in the carpool 
lane?” I’m keeping the answer to that one 
a secret. 

The head of the BMW Technology 
Office is also the head of their High 
Tech Shoe Department.

The BMW Tech Office does not employ cats 
for Formula 1 research, but they should.
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J ason Alexandridis and I were hanging 
out at Infineon after a Spec E30 race 
in late September when the subject 

of the ninth running of the NASA 25 Hours of 
Thunderhill came up. We’re a couple of rookie 
racers in Spec E30, a nation-wide racing series 
devoted to equally-prepared non-M E30 3 
Series—it’s basically a reasonably priced way to feed 
your racing addiction. So we started kicking around 
the idea that we really had to run the 25 in December. 

To	add	fuel	to	the	fire,	I	had	a	race-prepped	red	E30	that	
was not legal for Spec E30, a car I call El Diablo. I also had 
a	three-liter	S50	engine	from	a	’95	E36	M3	in	pieces	at	the	
shop, and I was itching to swap it into the E30. The devil’s 
advocate in me kept prodding, “Why not enter it in the 25?” 
Unable to resist, Jason and I agreed it had to happen—and 
we set the wheels in motion.

We began the recruiting process of drivers and came up 
with a roster of race drivers consisting of four rookies and 
two veterans: Anil Singh, Bryan McQueen, Jason Alexan-
dridis, Larry Moore, Steve Krshul, and Paul Tradelius. Of 
the six drivers, only Krshul had ever driven the 25 Hours. 
The rest of us had never even raced at night. 

At my family’s business, Auto Analysts II, we pulled the 
engine swap together while the rest of our teammates were 
busy	gathering	sponsors	and	goodies.	Amazingly	enough,	
Bryan McQueen was able to get GoPro cameras as a sponsor, 
providing cameras for all the drivers—and for El Diablo. Larry 
Moore brought in Sup Salads and Sandwiches from Reno to 
cater the weekend, styling us out with incredible food for 
the entire race. Bryan McQueen convinced Bruvado Imports 
(creators of Party In The Box) to become a sponsor. As part 
of the deal, Bruvado provided a super plush RV/transporter 
fitted	with	flat	screens,	luxury	leather	sofas,	and	even	a	full	bar	
and patio! Here we are, a bunch of rookies looking like pros, 
with sponsors and luxury rig. The dream was coming true.

But we had just eight weeks to get the car ready. The S50 
engine was rebuilt, reassembled, and installed in six weeks. 
With so many other items to take care of in preparing the 
car, we ran out of time—and we had no testing of the E30 
until the day before the event.

Finally,	it’s	race	weekend.	Even	before	Team	Bruvado	
Imports	hits	the	track	for	testing	on	Friday,	our	car	is	hav-
ing fuel-gauge problems. The trouble is traced to a pinched 
wire coming from the fuel-sending unit, and we’re able to 

repair it at the track. When we do get on track for testing, 
our	#510	E30	pits	with	a	problem:	The	front	brake	rotors	
are glowing so red that they match the red paint of the car! 
After	some	investigation,	we	think	we’ve	found	and	fixed	
the issue of the brake pads not disengaging from the rotor 
fully—at least we hope we have.

Friday	night	 comes,	 and	 the	 team	unwinds	with	 an	
evening of Bruvado beer and food from Sup. The Bruvado 
rig turns into the party spot for many of the racers and 
crews throughout the paddock. Then Saturday comes—the 
day we’ve been waiting for! The wind is blowing big time, 
making the paddock feel like Antarctica. We do some last-
minute	prep	work	on	our	#510	car	and	shiver	as	we	wait	
for	the	11:00	a.m.	race	start.

Steve	Krshul	is	our	first	driver.	He	heads	into	the	first	
yellow	pace	lap	only	to	find	that	our	brake	issue	has	come	
back to haunt us. The front brakes lock up, and the car has 
to	be	towed	off	the	track—huge	bummer!	Once	the	car	is	
back	in	the	paddock,	Logan	Saltsman	finds	the	problem	in	
a few minutes: the brake-booster shaft needs to be adjusted. 
Krshul	takes	the	car	back	out;	we’ve	only	lost	about	fifteen	
minutes. It’s running like a champ, and he’s able to turn 
2:05	laps	very	early	on.	It’s	amazing	to	see	the	car	finally	
on track after all our hard work! 

But an hour into the race, disaster strikes El Diablo. The 
rear down pipe breaks, forcing the car into the pits again; 
she’s sounding bad. We push the car to the paddock, where 
Dom	Valrey	quickly	fixes	the	exhaust.	Triumphantly,	we	
fire	up	the	engine—only	to	hear	hear	a	major	misfire.	After	
checking	the	coils,	we	realize	we	need	to	do	a	compression	
test,	which	confirms	what	we	all	 fear:	 cylinders	5	and	6	
have lost compression. It feels like a kick in the stomach. 

After a few minutes of self-pity, we regain our determi-
nation and decide to put the car back together to see how 
badly it runs. It doesn’t idle, but it does run. As a team, we 
agree: “Let’s run it!” We haven’t gone through all these 
weeks	of	work	and	effort	to	just	give	up	and	put	El	Diablo	
on the trailer after only one of the 25 hours!

By Anil Singh

Photos by Dito Milian/Gotbluemilk.com

ROOKIES PERSEVERE AT  
25 HOURS OF THUNDERHILL
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Bryan McQueen takes the now-four-cylinder car back 
into the race. I think to myself, “We’ll be lucky to get half an 
hour out of a motor running with two dead cylinders.” But 
we watch the car do lap after lap, and with every passing 
lap,	our	confidence	starts	 to	build.	Holy	smokes,	 the	car	
may make it! We can’t believe it.

Nightfall comes, and we’re still on the track. It’s pitch 
dark and cold in the rural, remote hills of Willows. Most of 
our drivers have never raced at night, so this will be a new, 
eye-opening	experience;	in	fact,	on	my	first	lap	of	night	rac-
ing,	I	decide	that	we	must	be	crazy	to	do	this.	But	everyone	
adapts	well—and	more	amazingly,	the	car	continues	to	run.	
Our team, too, continues to run, refueled on Roundtable 
pizzas	and	Monster	energy	drinks	that	Joseph	Kamyshin	
has fetched from town.

As the race plunges deeper into the night, we notice that 
the	attrition	rate	is	thinning	the	field.	We	are	encouraged,	
because	now	we	all	believe	that	it’s	possible	to	finish	the	
race on an engine running without two of its cylinders. At 
midnight, we’ve been racing for eleven hours, and no one 
has slept; we’re all running on adrenaline and good times. 
We’re	energized	to	realize	that	our	rookie	crew	is	outlasting	
some of the big-dollar teams! 

Each	time	El	Diablo	passes	by,	we	recognize	it	by	its	
distinctive	sound,	and	laugh	in	amazement	 that	 it’s	still	
running. In the early-morning hours, our drivers are run-
ning	consistently	in	the	2:17	range—slow	for	the	field,	but	
not for our wounded motor. Then, at around 3:30 a.m., the 
car comes in for a fuel stop, and someone notices a broken 
wheel stud stuck in the hub. In no time at all, Larry Moore 
drills it out, replaces the wheel stud, and we’re back on 
track. Nothing can stop El Diablo now!

Our drivers continue taking their shifts: sleeping, driv-
ing, and crewing duties. Our driver changes are smooth 
as silk—and fast. Before sunrise, Hans Dinse—he’s been on 
fueling	duty	since	the	start	of	the	race—finally	takes	a	nap.	
What a true trouper!

When the sun comes up, El Diablo is still going. By now 
the pit stalls to either side of us are both empty; those teams 
have dropped out. Many other teams have learned about 

our car running on two-thirds of an M3 engine; they come 
by and shake their heads in disbelief that we’re still on track. 

Paul Tradelius returns from a dawn run to Starbucks, 
bringing	 fresh	bagels	and	needed	caffeine—a	huge	 treat	
after	a	long	night.	Revived	by	carbs	and	coffee,	everyone	
is	awake	and	feeling	confident	that	we’ll	soon	be	watching	
our	car	cross	the	finish	line.	

Finally	 the	 last	hour	of	 the	 race	 is	upon	us,	 and	 I’m	
lucky enough to be the driver to take this heroic car to the 
checkered	flag.	Race	traffic	is	down	by	half,	making	for	a	
clearer track. As the hour winds down, we can all taste 
the	end	of	the	race;	our	original	goal,	to	finish	the	race,	is	
at	hand.	 I	 can	see	 the	checkered	flag	down	 the	straight,	
and I can’t help but notice all of the members of our team 
standing along pit wall, cheering and waving as El Diablo 
crosses	the	line.	We	finish	42nd	overall,	thirteenth	out	of	
22 in Class E3. More important, we’ve completed 505 laps 
of the three-mile course.

The	Bruvado	beer	is	already	flowing	when	I	pull	into	
our	pit	stall—the	party	is	on!	Our	first	shot	at	this	event	as	
a	team	is	a	success.	We’re	all	ecstatic	to	have	pulled	it	off,	
and all agree that this has been the best racing experience 
of our careers. We’ve survived the 25—and we’re already 
preparing for next year! 

El	Diablo	is	coming	back	in	2012	with	a	vengeance—and	
two more working cylinders.  
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E ndurance racing tests driver, crew, and 
machine:	 For	many	BMW	 teams,	 the	 story	
of this year’s 25 Hours of Thunderhill was 

about succumbing to—or rising above—mechanical issues.

Team Nitto/Bullet Performance has a long history 
in	the	25,	including	class	wins.	They	took	first	in	class	in	
qualifying	this	year,	but	during	the	race,	their	E36	battled	
through	differential	problems	and	a	head-gasket	failure.	
Twelve hours into the race, they made a decision keep up 
the	fight.	They	pulled	the	head,	replaced	the	gasket,	and	
persevered	to	a	fifth	in	the	E0	class.

Road Shagger Racing also runs an E36 in the E0 class. 
Contact with a spinning Miata in qualifying damaged their 

BMW TEAMS SURVIVE  
25 HOURS OF THUNDERHILL

suspension, but they made repairs overnight and took the green 
starting	flag	from	the	rear	of	the	field.	Throughout	the	event,	they	
worked their way toward the front, and ran as high as second in 
class and twelfth overall. But a failed wheel bearing cost them 
time,	and	finally	a	failed	head	gasket	ended	their	race.

Edge Motorworks/Apex Race Parts	fielded	two	cars	in	E0,	an	
E36	and	an	E30	known	as	Frankenstein.	The	E36	skipped	qualify-
ing,	starting	from	the	pits	based	on	fuel	strategy.	Frankenstein	
qualified	second	in	class,	but	a	throttle-linkage	problem	and	loss	
of	fifth	gear	caused	the	car	to	fall	down	the	order.	Eventually,	
they	had	to	bring	poor	Frankenstein	in	for	a	transmission	swap.	
Fast	work—and	a	well-timed	red	flag—allowed	them	to	return	
to the race and maintain third place in their class. 

While	running	first	in	E0,	the	Edge	E36	had	engine	failure.	
The team was initially dejected, but they didn’t stay 
that way for long; they were so far ahead when the 
car went out that they decided they still had a shot at 
a podium, if they managed to do a fast engine swap! 
The team pulled the engine and dropped in another 
in	about	two	hours;	with	some	help	from	a	red	flag,	
they returned to the race in fourth place. Ultimately, 
that’s	where	they	finished,	on	the	same	lap	with	the	
third-place	BimmerWorld	car.	Meanwhile,	Franken-
stein took a podium spot in second.

By Mark Magee, Bear Creek Ring

Photos by Dito Milian/
Gotbluemilk.com (unless noted)
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Team BimmerWorld was back this year to make another 
run at E0 in their E36. It was a long, hard race for them, 
with three incidents of body contact, two broken wheels, 
and a cracked subframe. Despite being competitors, Edge/
Apex sent one of their crew over to the BimmerWorld pits 
to weld up the subframe, allowing them to get back in the 
race.	BimmerWorld	took	the	final	rung	on	the	E0	podium,	in	
third—bookended by the Edge/Apex team that helped them.

Tiger Racing/Bavarian Tuning Motorsport is another 
perennial	25	Hour	competitor.	An	off-track	excursion	for	
their car led to a series of mechanical issues. About eight 
hours into the race, they knew they were in danger of 
grenading	their	engine	on	track,	and	ended	their	effort.	

Bear Creek Ring came for the six-hour race which runs 
concurrent with the 25, looking for points in the Western 
Enduro Racing Championship in their E36 M3 LTW. Start-
ing second in the E0 class, the 
team needed a strong show-
ing—and some luck—to take 
over the lead. The team quali-
fied	third	in	class	and	fifteenth	
overall, and was poised to do 
well. Unfortunately, on race 
day, a failed head gasket led 
to an early exit.  

Ingo Schmoldt/IngosImages.com
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O nce again the 2011 autocross season ended 
with the best event on the autocross 
calendar: the Top Driver Shootout. This 

is winner-take-all autocross contest immortalizes each 
year’s champion, adding another name to the Fechner 
Cup. It’s an invitation-only event, with invitations going 
out to those autocrossers who have attended a certain 
number of events during the year.

Up until a couple of years ago, the format was simple: 
eight laps per contestant, with each driver’s fastest lap time-
adjusted according to a formula which assigned points to each 
car, based on its stock performance and any modifications. 
Adjusted times were then compared, and the driver with the 
fastest adjusted time was the Top Driver Shootout winner. 

But lately, we have adjusted the format. Now the day 
is divided into morning and afternoon sessions; the three 
run groups have four runs in the morning and four in 
the afternoon. What’s more, the morning course is run in 
reverse in the afternoon! Each driver’s best morning and 
afternoon times are added together, and then adjusted by 
car points to determine the winner. This makes consistency 
more important than just putting together one good run. 

In 2010, there was more drama: rain fell during a portion 
of that event, so we chose the top two drivers in each of 
the three run groups and pitted them against each other 
in a final shootout to determine the winner. Although 
this format change was done solely because of the rain, 
the drivers and spectators really liked the change, so the 
2011 autocross team decided to keep a slightly modified 
version of the 2010 structure, with one deviation: the final 
shootout would have three drivers from each run group in 
the winner-take-all session.

As with a typical autocross, the setup starts at around 
7:00 a.m. It’s a cold, dry morning. Soon after the gates open, 
the drivers start filtering in to find their parking spots and 
get their cars ready. The participants’ run groups are filled 
randomly—it’s the luck of the draw as to which group you 
will be in, and which drivers will run against you. 

By 9:00 a.m. everyone is signed in and has a run group. 
Once we’re done with the quick drivers’ meeting, the first 
group lines up for their four morning runs, and the 2011 
Top Driver Shootout is on! 

Everyone loves the 2011 course, even though the poor 
orange cones seem to be taking a beating from more 

TOP DRIVER SHOOTOUT 2011 By Matt Visser
Photos by Ovidui Predescu
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A Winning Season
Congratulations to all of our 

regular-season class trophy win-
ners! It was a memorable regular 
season; going into the last event, 
only a few positions had been 
locked up, and most of the trophies 
were up for grabs. The A Class 
group was particularly close, and 
they provided lots of entertainment 
as they fought a very tight battle on 
the day. Four drivers fought it out 
for the Number One spot—and for 
the three possible trophies. It was 
a shame someone had to go home 
empty-handed. 

In addition to the regular-
season class-winner trophies, 
autocross coordinator Jeff Roberts 
handed out a new award to the 
person who came from the farthest 
away: the Iron Butt Award. The 
runner-up was Tim Uptgrove, who 
throughout the season would drive 
nearly four hours each way to play 
at our autocrosses. In any other 
year, that certainly would have 
been the farthest travelled, but this 
year Pascal Massimino flew in from 
Paris—yes, the one in France! He’s 
been an autocross regular for a few 
seasons, but at the end of the sum-
mer, he and his family moved back 
to his home country across the 
Atlantic. However, an ocean and an 
entire continent couldn’t keep Pas-
cal away; he flew in just to attend 
the Top Driver Shootout. He must 
have had a craving for a good old 
American barbeque! —Matt Visser

than a few tires. The drivers with the 
best	 adjusted	 times	 in	 the	first	morning	
group are Michael Kolesar, Paul Berton, 
and	 Jeff	Roberts.	The	 second	group	has	
Parneil Prasad, James Keane, and Christian 
Duvivieron. The top three in Group 3 are 
Brian Cheung, Dave Sparks, and Eric Lam. 
No real surprises—most of these guys were 
trophy winners in their classes during the 
regular season. In fact, Brian Cheung was 
the	2010	Top	Driver	Shootout	champion,	
and	Eric	Lam	was	the	winner	in	2009.

With the morning session wrapped 
up it, it’s time for the event people have 
been salivating for—the fantastic barbeque 
lunch.	For	 the	 third	year,	 locally-famous	
Tarpy’s Roadhouse caters our lunch: salad, 
baked beans, beef brisket, barbequed 
chicken, veggie burgers, and pie made 
with locally-grown olallieberries for des-
sert. This special barbeque lunch is a way 
for the autocross team to say “thank you” 
to the people who regularly come out and 
support the autocross program!

During	 the	 lunch,	 Jeff	Roberts	hands	
out the trophies to the regular-season 
class	winners.	This	is	Jeff’s	first	year	as	an	
autocross	 coordinator,	 and	also	 the	first	
year these trophies have been ready a scant 
one month after the regular season ended. 
Coincidence?	 I	 think	not.	 Jeff	has	done	a	
fantastic	job	in	his	first	year	as	coordinator.	
He exceeded all expectations and has raised 
the bar. [See sidebar for trophy summary.]

After the trophies are handed out 
and everyone has eaten all the barbeque 
they can handle, it’s time to start the 
afternoon session. The course is now run 
in the opposite direction—which is very 
interesting! The course feels familiar, 
yet	different.	

Once	the	last	driver	finishes,	we	
find	 that	 there’s	 only	 one	position	
changed from the morning group 

leaders: former Top Driver Shootout 
winner Jason Sams has managed to push 
his way into the third spot in Group 2. In 
the	morning	he	had	been	hitting	cones,	
keeping him out of the morning top three, 
but his afternoon runs are very fast and 
clean,	putting	him	into	third	spot	by	just	
0.087 seconds.

The top three drivers in each of the 
three	 groups	 are	 now	 identified.	 Each	
driver gets three more runs to decide the 
overall	winner.	The	course	is	modified	so	
it loops back; the added loop makes the 
course was nearly twice as long. In addi-
tion, there are several cars on the course 
at the same time, as with in the qualifying 
round. Although there are only 27 runs, it 
will take close to an hour to get through 
them. Dusk is not too far away, and this 
time of year the night falls soon after 
sunset—and sunset is just about an hour 
away. The drivers hustle back into their 
cars	and	the	final	shootout	starts.	

The loopback course proves to be a 
hit,	 as	 autocross	 coordinator	 Jeff	Rob-
erts relates, “I was lucky—um, talented 
enough	to	be	one	of	the	final	nine	drivers.	
On	my	first	run	of	the	final,	I	found	myself	
involuntarily giggling as I rounded the 
loop-back section, and giggled all the 
way	until	after	I	crossed	the	finish	line.	A	
huge smile was still plastered on my face 
when they handed me my time slip, but I 
didn’t even care what the number was. I 
just wanted to get back in line and drive 
it again. Dave Sparks [the course designer] 
outdid himself with this one!”

About half way through the runs, 
I notice that some drivers have turned 

Regular season standings:
tiny.cc/GGC_autox_season_results

TDS results:
tiny.cc/GGC_autox_TDS_results

 Jeff Roberts announces the 2011 season winners.
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on their headlights—anything for 
an advantage. Despite the waning 
light, six of the nine drivers have 
their fastest runs on their last 
outing. The results speak to the 
competitiveness of the drivers in 
the program: On a course that is 
nearly a minute-and-a-half long, 
the top adjusted time is only a 
second	and	a	half	better	 than	the	
best	actual	time.	The	top	five	drivers	are	separated	by	just	
0.2 seconds of adjusted time. 

Praneil Prasad triumphs over the other drivers and 
takes	the	2011	Top	Driver	Shootout	win.	It’s	his	first	time	
as	winner	of	the	shootout;	last	year	he	finished	runner-up,	

and he was the AAA class winner 
during	 the	 2011	 regular	 season.	
He also had the best adjusted total 
time in the qualifying round, so it’s 
certainly not a surprise to see him 
hoist	 the	 Fechner	Cup	 this	 year.	
This is the second year in a row 
that the prior year’s runner-up is 
the winner—I wonder what that 
means next year for this year’s 

runner-up, Paul Berton.

Prasad	is	presented	the	Fechner	Cup	against	the	back-
drop	of	the	sun	dropping	below	the	horizon.	It	is	a	great	
finish	to	a	great	day:	clear	skies,	a	yummy	barbeque,	and	
exciting competition.  

As a first-year coordinator for the GGC 
autocross program, I became person-

ally involved with the process of planning and 
executing autocross events for the GGC—and 
acutely aware of the work these chapter 
programs require. My transition into the new 
role was very smooth, because the previous 
coordinators, Matt Visser and Kris Linquist, 
did a great job of handing the program over. 

But one coordinator alone does not make 
an autocross program—no, no, no! I have a 
staff of volunteers in positions of responsibil-
ity alongside me who make this engine run 
smoothly: Rodger Ball, my co-coordinator; 
Brian Cheung, who handles timing and scor-
ing; Michael Kolesar, our rig driver; and Dave 
Sparks, who designs our autocross courses. 
These guys are dedicated and passionate about 
the program, and we would not have the suc-
cess we do without them.

Then there are the many early-risers who 
show up at 7:00 a.m. each month at the auto-
crosses to pitch in with us to get the event set 
up. Like ants at a picnic, one group swarms to 
unload the trailer, while another group goes out 
onto the tarmac, dropping and setting cones 
in place. No one stands around looking for 
direction; people just start doing what needs 
to be done. Amazing!

Let’s not forget about the dedicated 
participants who attend each month, either. 
These events can’t happen without you! Each 
run group has about twenty jobs that need to 
be done while the drivers are out on course 
racing. Everyone pitches in!

The end-of-the-year Top Driver Shootout 
is something we autocrossers look forward 
to for many reasons. It’s the culmination of a 
season of heated competition, but also a cel-
ebration of the camaraderie and fellowship we 

share as a group. Autocross is as much about 
the socializing as it is about the driving, so we 
strive to make the TDS an extra-special event 
with a catered barbeque lunch and a modified 
driving format. 

As the sun set on the TDS event, and Praneil 
Prasad was presented with the Fechner Cup, 
we celebrated his victory and congratulated 
him on his hard work. As darkness signaled 
the end of our autocross season, we swarmed 
the site for clean-up and packed up the trailer 
for its hibernation over the winter. On my way 
home, I reflected on the season: I had a great 
time and learned a lot. I’m very much looking 
forward to our next event in March!

My sincere thanks go out to all of you who 
support the program, especially to those hearty 
volunteers who help make these events happen 
each month. —Jeff Roberts, autocross coordinator

Thank you, volunteers!
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Get the best motorsports photography in 
Northern California with Gotbluemilk.com. It’s 
your complete track-day photo experience! You 
can fi nd us at the Golden Gate Chapter BMW 
CCA driving schools and Club Racing events. 
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S ince the dawn of man, a tension has existed 
between Northern and Southern California, 
with debates over who has the better sports 

teams, restaurants, people, fashion sense, plastic sur-
geons, weather, housewives, traffic, and on and on. 
Sadly,	for	this	San	Francisco	Bay	Area	native,	the	edge	
in auto shows has to go to SoCal and their Los Angeles 
Auto Show—or as BMW likely referred to it this year, 
“BMW’s Mission: Impossible—Ghost Protocol presented 
by BMW with special presenter Paula Patton of Mission: 
Impossible—Ghost Protocol featuring BMW.”

At	 the	2011	 show	 in	November,	 there	were	no	 fewer	
than 40 hybrid or electric plug-in cars on display or making 
a debut. Should you care about them? No, because even 
though more and more show up each year, like roaches, they 
will be abandoned and made useless when it is discovered 
that	our	fragile	electrical	grid	is	prone	to	attack	or	damage	
from a solar storm; I saw this in a movie, so it must be true. 

That said, BMW premiered two alternative-fuel cars 
for North America. The less-glamorous i3 Concept, an 
electric plug-in “city car” that can hold four passengers, 
drew	some	attention.	Making	the	biggest	splash,	however,	
was their i8 Concept, which can be seen in the new Mission: 
Impossible—Ghost Protocol movie... if the giant “Mission: 
Impossible” signage or appearance by actress Paula Pat-
ton can be trusted. The i3 is fully electric, whereas the i8 
uses	both	an	electric	motor	and	1.5-liter	gasoline-powered	
engine.	Currently	classified	as	a	“concept,”	the	i3	and	i8	
will	hit	the	market	in	2013	and	2014	looking	pretty	much	
the way they currently look, minus the extensive glass 
pieces. A lesson I learned from BMW NA representatives 
was that “concepts” are close to their production-vehicle 
form,	whereas	vehicles	classified	as	“visions”	are	either	not	
destined for production or require much redesign before 
becoming a concept slated for eventual production.

Cars making world debuts at the show this year in the 
four-door-car market were the Cadillac XTS—the replace-
ment for the DTS sedan—with a 300-horsepower engine; 
the	 sporty-looking	Hyundai	Azera,	 a	 293-horsepower	
competitor	to	BMW’s	5	Series;	and	the	new	$110,000	Porsche	
Panamera GTS with a needed 430-horsepower engine. 
Bowing in debut to the North America crowd were Audi’s 
beefed-up versions of their regular A-series cars in the form 
of	the	S6,	S7,	and	S8,	with	a	combined	output	of	1,360-horse-
power.	Along	with	cylinder	deactivation	for	fuel	efficiency,	
the new Audis incorporate their Active Noise Cancellation 
system using interior speakers; it’s uncertain whether this 
will	work	with	a	nagging	Significant	Other	or	crying	baby	
in the back seat. KIA also debuted a sport-sedan concept 
knows as the GT, with a slight resemblance to the Aston 

LA AUTO SHOW 2011

By Donovan R. Unks

Paula Patton and president of BMW NA, 
Ludwig Willisch, team up for the dramatic 
unveiling of the i8 and i3 BMWs.
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Martin One-77. This four-door concept gains 
respect with its turbocharged engine pump-
ing	out	395	horsepower.

Maintaining	the	balance	in	the	Force	with	
the eco-mobiles, a good number of horse-
power-mad	sports	cars	flexed	competitively	
on	their	platforms.	Chevrolet	showed	off	their	
new	Camaro	Convertible	ZL1,	powered	by	
a	 thundering	580-horsepower	 engine.	 Ford	
fought back with their new Shelby GT500, 
which pushes out 650 horsepower while 
coming	in	lighter	than	the	ZL1.	Madness?	Yes.	
Awesome?	Definitely!	

Jaguar let their 550-horsepower XKR-S 
convertible loose, and also released their 
updated	C-X16	Concept	running	a	468-horse-
power supercharged V6 coupled to an electric 
motor.	Audi	showed	off	their	560-horsepower	
R8	GT	Spyder,	which	will	be	limited	to	90	cars	
in	North	America.	Mercedes-Benz	 showed	
its	 510-horsepower	C63	AMG	Black	 Series	
next to their SLS Roadster. Easily lost in the 
debuts by the other German manufacturers 
was	Porsche’s	new	911	Carrera,	which	looks	
like—well,	a	911	Carrera,	only	with	350	horse-
power. A splash entry from the south was the 
bright	yellow	Mastretta	MXT.	With	the	dis-
tinction	of	being	the	first	fully	designed	and	
produced car from Mexico, this is a newcomer 
to keep an eye on, as it touts a 247-horsepower 
engine	pushing	its	2,100-pound	edgy	Lotus-
like carcass, all for a sub-$60,000 base price. 
Also wowing the crowd was the Subaru BRZ 
Concept STI, a rear-wheel-drive car sporting 
a boxer engine, which shares its looks with 
the	Scion	FR-S.	

While it is clear that laws and regula-
tions	 governing	 overall	 fuel	 efficiency	 for	
a	 company’s	fleet	 of	 vehicles	 is	 having	 an	
impact—evidenced by the increasing number 
of high-miles-per-gallon, alternative-fuel, 
and electric/hybrid cars—it’s also clear that 
it’s not stopping them from creating high-
performance	cars	as	well.	For	both	enthusiasts	
and the general population alike, this is a 
wonderful thing. It proves a market for both 
can co-exist for the time being, something that 
has always been in question as more manufac-
turers move into eco-friendly territory. 

Meanwhile, a week later, at the San 
Francisco	Auto	Show,	a	Tesla	and	an	Audi	R8	
were on display. Yeah, Southern California 
definitely	won	this	round.	Again.		

Cadillac XTS
Audi R8 GT Spyder

Mercedes C63 AMG Black Series

Mercedes SL Roadster

Porsche 911 Carrera

Subaru BRZ Concept STI

Mastretta MXT

Audi S7

KIA GT

Camaro ZL1

Shelby GT500

Aston Martin One-77
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Servicing BMW's in Campbell since 1990

408-379-7828

BMW Scheduled Inspections and Service 
Preventive Maintenance, Repairs and 
Upgrades for:

Engine

Transmission and Driveline

Suspension

Brakes

25 S. Central Ave in Campbell, California

We are passionate about BMW's and it shows in our work
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Welcome!
Last First City Refered By Last First City Refered By

NEW MEMBERS
Ainley Joseph San Jose 
AkoAsare Kojo Mountain View 
Arban Mark San Jose 
Bakhshandeh Bardia Sunnyvale 
Baldwin Andrew Santa Clara 
Baldwin Toby Palo Alto 
Barrett	 Todd	 San	Francisco	
Bassett	 Christopher	 Santa	Clara	
Berg Gary Blackhawk 
Bloch Joshua San Jose 
Burke	 Justin	 San	Francisco	
Burnett	 Tim	 Oakland	 Jeff	Cowan	
Butler	 Scott	 Clayton	
Castro Carl Hercules 
Chen Steve San Ramon 
Cheng	 Theodore	 San	Francisco	 Theodore	Cheng	
Chou David Seaside 
Chow Ken San Jose 
Coll Kelly Oakley Michael L. Heller 
Cuzzillo	 Elliot	 Berkeley	
Dachs	 Greg	 San	Francisco	 Michael	Costa	
Dailey	 Matthew	 Los	Gatos	
DAmato	 Frank	 Santa	Rosa	
Dastoor	 Hoshi	 San	Francisco	
Denham Sara San Jose 
diaz	 manuel	 san	jose	
Doering Doug Aptos Paul Williams 
Dolojan Anna San Jose 
Dooley Chris Seaside 
Elgazzar	 Andy	 Clayton	
Espinosa Elaine Salinas 
Fain	 Eric	 Sunnyvale	
Falls	 Mark	 Santa	Rosa	
Fulton	 Robert	 Oakland	 Stephen	Alan	Wajvoda	
Fung	 Francis	 San	Francisco	
Garwood	 Jon	 San	Francisco	
Gold Gary Sunnyvale 
Gomez	 Jude	 San	Jose	
Gurevich Slava Mountain View 
Hameed	 Saif	 San	Francisco	
Hanna	 Benjamin	 San	Francisco	
Harner Cheryl Gilroy 
Harris Tyler Oakland 
Heiner	 Jon	 San	Francisco	 Noah	M	Holmes	
Hillis Christopher Hercules 
Hobaugh Brian San Ramon 
Irani	 Rouzbeh	 San	Jose	
Israelson Nels Arcata 
Jonathans Parker Campbell 
Jones Erica San Jose 
Kado Jason Los Altos 
Kaine Ralph Suisun City 
Kazemi	 Hossein	 San	Francisco	
Kemmer John San Mateo 
Kennedy Thomas San Jose 
Kilbane	 Mark	 Livermore	 Andrei	Fenner	
KIm Minyoung San Jose 
Kiss	 Julia	 Fairfield	
Klaiss Owen Hillsborough 
Kleiman David Palo Alto 
Klein Kurt San Jose 
Kompelien Greg San Jose 
Kuo	 Jane	 San	Francisco	
Kurreck Tim Cupertino 
Kwong Marius Sunnyvale 
Latvala	 Richard	 San	Francisco	
Lee Willie San Carlos Kenneth Lim 
Lew Michael Concord 
Lie Randy Santa Clara 

Lie Roger San Jose 
Lieberman Maurice Concord 
Lim Kenneth Redwood City 
Lin Jason Los Gatos 
Liou	 Peter	 Saratoga	 Gene	Pitts	
Long Robert Mountain View 
Lussier	 Chris	 Scotts	Valley	
Ma Beatus Daly City 
Madison	 Oliver	 Kentfield	
Majers	 Matt	 Oakland	 Matt	Majers	
Mak Eric San Jose 
Maligaya Lawrence Berkeley 
Mansfield	 Jason	 San	Carlos	
Mathur Suvidh San Jose 
Mathur Sameer Saratoga Bradley Caldwell 
Matsuno Craig San Jose 
McClung	 Scott	 San	Jose	
McCord	 Jeff	 San	Rafael	
Mehdipour Atrina San Jose 
Mehmood Zain Oakley 
Mosher Christopher Tiburon 
Moss Stephen San Mateo Aurash Mahbod 
Nickelson	 George	 Lafayette	
O’Hagan	 Eric	 Pacific	Grove	
Ortiz	 Ruben	 Greenbrae	
Park	 Christy	 San	Francisco	
Park	 Richard	 San	Francisco	
Patino Sergio Millbrae 
Patterson	 William	 Pismo	Beach	
Picerno Jim Union City 
Raftery	 Quinn	 San	Francisco	
Ramadoss	 Aroon	 San	Francisco	
Reseburg	 John	 San	Francisco	
Rhodehamel Jonah Oakland 
Richards Brian Walnut Creek 
Ries Eric Santa Clara 
Roberts	 John	 Felton	
Rodis	 Rex	 Fremont	
Roper	 Colin	 San	Francisco	
Salhoff	 Shawn	 Livermore	 Clint	Conrad	
Schiattarella	 Enrico	 Mountain	View	
Scott	 Deanna	 San	Jose	
Shapley Stephen Monterey 
Sharma Kannan Nitin San Mateo 
Sherlock Joan Los Altos Hills 
Shum Derek Cupertino 
Siow Luke Danville 
Solis Chris Livermore 
Speagle John Palo Alto 
Stewart Brent San Jose 
Stuart Jon San Jose 
Taylor	 Brooke	 San	Francisco	 Craig	C.	Taylor	
Tokarchuk Brent San Carlos 
Tompkins	 Dean	 Lafayette	
Tsang Loi Mountain View 
Turpin Sebastien Oakland Benjamin Jenkins 
Valdepenas Rod Concord 
Walter Patrick San Jose 
Wasserman David Mill Valley 
Wieder	 Arnold	 Rio	Vista	 Darren	Fritsch	
Withrington	 Nathan	 San	Francisco	 Martin	Appell	
Wong Rodney Concord 
Wu Alex Palo Alto 
Yamamoto Kirk San Jose 
Yee Tina San Carlos 
Yen Cheng-yeh Redwood City 
Yuan Randy Saratoga 
Zhong	 Cheng	 Fremont	
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TOY BOX

By Percy Chow

Percy Chow is the Bombe’s ad manager and devoted follower of all things shiny and fast. When he’s not driving his E36 M3, he’s either on 
the Bimmerforums (LuxoM3), on an Xbox 360 with his two kids, twittering about gadgets, or just enjoying romantic movies with his wife.

WHY PAY $1,000-PLUS FOR OEM TIRES?

O kay, if you’re like me, you start off your 
BMW-ownership experience by giving 
your baby only the best money can buy: 

carbon-fiber accessories, synthetic-oil changes every 
3,000 miles, and service only at the dealer. But over 
time, you find that your actual driving habits and style 
will begin to take over. Some decisions might make you 
question why you’re spending so much money. 

One of those decisions may involve tires.

To be frank, tires are a touchy subject for car people. 
You’ll hear the war cry, “You drive a BMW, it’s designed as 
a high-performance car, so put on high-performance tires!” 
However, for those whose high-performance activities are 
limited	to	a	commute	to	the	office	and	a	spirited	freeway	
ramp, replacing soft high-performance tires on a seasonal 
basis seems, well, a waste.

But there’s got to be a compromise, right? We need a 
tire that not only can provide the performance our BMW 
deserves, but can also last more than a summer—and 
doesn’t make you cry when the bankcard bill arrives. 

In my years of owning an E36 M3, I’ve gone through 
about ten sets of tires. In the beginning I bought the OEM-
recommended P-Zero Pirellis, then mid-range Pirellis, and 
even	 low-end	BF	Goodrich	 tires.	However,	my	driving	
habits have remained the same: Go to work 35 miles in 
freeway	traffic,	maybe	attack	a	corner	or	two	on	way	in,	trek	
back home 35 miles. If it’s a good year, I do an autocross or 
a track school. Performance-wise, my abilities are maybe 
just	a	bit	better	than	average	(thanks	to	Miata	and	BMW	
CCA track schools), but I’m no Michael Schumacher, so I 
can’t	tell	the	0.1-g	difference	in	handling	that	one	tire	could	
offer	over	another.	However,	like	most	of	you,	I	do	want	
my tires to stick, to be predictable before they break loose, 
and	to	still	offer	a	reasonably	quiet	ride.

What you have to love about the Internet is the ability 
to	 research	buying	decisions.	At	your	fingertips	are	 the	
products, prices, and opinions that can help make or break 
a decision. I’ve personally used the Tire Rack (TireRack.
com)	to	buy	my	tires	since	the	1990s.	I’ve	found	that	along	
with	offering	the	best	price	and	selection,	they	also	have	a	
helpful	filter	for	selecting	the	right	range	of	tires	for	your	
car and driving style, real-world information about each 
of the tires, user reviews and ratings (including their style 
of driving and car model), and even professional testing 
information. This is important, because when you visit a 
typical	brick-and-mortar	tire	store,	your	choices	are	pretty	
grim, and all you have to go on is some salesperson’s advice. 

Using the tools at the Tire Rack’s website eventually led 
me	to	choose	the	Sumitomo	HTR	Z	III—and	they	offered	

these	 tires	 in	 the	 size	 I	 need	 for	 $119	 each.	 Sumitomo	
designed	the	tire	specifically	for	sports	cars	and	high-per-
formance sedans. Its silica-enhanced compound provides 
really good wear and excellent noise dampening. Traction 
on	dry	roads	is	excellent;	in	the	wet,	it’s	pretty	good,	too.	
But since it’s a summer tire, I don’t recommend using it in 
cold, cold temps or on snowy or icy roads.

As	for	performance,	I	got	my	first	set	of	the	Sumitomos	
in 2008 before a BMW CCA high-performance driving 
school at Laguna Seca. The tires had only a few hundred 
miles on them when I braved a rainy Spring day on the 
track. The Sumis funneled away the standing water on 
the track wonderfully. When the weather cleared later in 
the afternoon, I found that exploring the limits of the tire 
with oversteer and understeer was predictable and without 
surprises. In comparison, my previous P-Zero tires (priced 
at around $250 apiece) 
had given a similar per-
formance in a prior trip 
to Laguna Seca. I’m not 
saying the Sumis are 
better per se, but with 
my abilities, what I was 
able to wring out of both 
models of tires was a 
pretty	close	comparison.	

That	first	set	of	Sumis	
lasted	about	15,000	miles,	using	a	mildly	aggressive	align-
ment. After four years, I’m on my third set of Sumitomo 
HTR	Z	III	tires	now,	and	I	have	an	easy	10,000	miles	left	
on the tread (I used a more conservative alignment for 
commuting).

The Sumitomo HTR Z III may not be in the top of the 
class	in	ultra-high-performance	tires.	But	if	you	find	that	
your BMW is more of a daily driver than a dedicated track 
car,	then	getting	a	decent,	yet	solid,	performance	tire	just	
might be the compromise you’re looking for. And given that 
a set of these tires can be had for half the price of the OEM 
replacements, well, the price ain’t too bad, either!  
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BMW CONCORD  
1945 Market Street  
Concord, CA 94520 
925 682-3577

BMW OF FREMONT 
5720 Cushing Parkway 
Fremont, CA 94538 
510 360-5900

BMW OF HUMBOLDT BAY 
1795 Central Ave. 
McKinleyville, CA  95519 
707 839-4BMW (4269)

BMW OF MONTEREY  
One Geary Plaza 
Seaside, CA 93955 
831 899-5555

BMW OF MOUNTAIN VIEW 
150 E. EI Camino Real  
Mountain View, CA 94040  
650 943-1000

BMW OF SAN FRANCISCO 
1675 Howard St  
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415 863-9000

BMW OF SANTA MARIA 
2150 South College Drive 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 
805 614-0306

COAST BMW 
1484 Auto Park Way 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405     
805 543-4423

EAST BAY BMW 
4350 Rosewood Drive 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 
800 505-4801

PETER PAN BMW 
2695 S. El Camino Real 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
650 349-9077

PRESTIGE BMW 
2800 Corby Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
707 545-6602

SONNEN BMW 
1599 E. Francisco Blvd 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
415 482-2000

STEVENS CREEK BMW 
3737 Stevens Creek 
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
408 249-9070

WEATHERFORD MOTORS 
735 Ashby Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
510 654-8280
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One of the many member benefits of BMW CCA is a members-only discount at vari-
ous participating services and dealers. Below you can find the businesses in our area 
who offer our members a discount. Please note that businesses often require you to 
show your current CCA membership card in order to receive the discount.
Please contact us with any deletions to the list due to a company being out of business. We ask 
that additions, changes, or deletions (no longer participating in discount program) are requested 
by the business owner directly. Updates should be directed to: CommMgr@ggcbmwcca.org.

Independent Service & Supply Discounts

2002 Haus San Luis Obispo 805 541-2002 5% Parts
Alekshop Fremont 925 609-4559 10% Labor/Free Tech Insp
Auto Analysts Castro Valley 510 582-0201 10% Labor
Auto Concierge Fremont 925 852-1962 10% off quoted full detail
Bavarian Enterprises Sunnyvale 408 737-6100 Various Parts
Bavarian Motorsport Milpitas 408 956-1662 10% Parts
Bavarian Professionals Berkeley 510 524-6000 10% Labor
Bavarian Tuning Santa Rosa 707 575-3757 10% Parts/Labor
Berkeley Motor Works Albany 510 528-1214 10% Labor
Bimmers BMW Service San Carlos 650 591-2474 Various
BMW Performance Driving School Spartanburg, SC BMWusa.com 15% off driving programs
BTM Motorwerks Campbell 408 369-1911 5% Parts/Labor
Catalpa Street Garage Santa Cruz 831 464-2269 10% Parts
Classic Euro-Asian Oroville 530 534-6887 10% Parts
Conversion Techniques Oakland 510 639-0911 Various
Corporate Auto Works Mountain View 650 691-9477 10% Parts/Labor
Diablo Motors San Ramon 925 830-4269 10% Parts/Labor
Dinan Engineering Mountain View 650 962-9401 10% Labor
Dinan Engineering Morgan Hill 408 779-8584 10% Labor
Double 02 Salvage Hayward 510 782-2002 10% Used Parts
Edge Motorworks Dublin 925 479-0797 10% Labor
evosport www.evosport.com 888 520-9971 10% Parts, $1000svc=free dyno
Extreme Performance San Jose 408 923-6404 10% Parts/Labor
German Auto Santa Maria 805 922-1262 10% Parts
GS Tuning Santa Rosa 707 284-2680 10% Sales/Service
Hansel Prestige Imports Santa Rosa 707 545-6602 10% Parts
Heynneman European San Rafael 415 499-1234 $50 off Service
Jam Engineering Monterey 831 372-1787 Various Parts
John Gardiner Automotive San Francisco 415 777-2697 10% Labor
Nate Smith’s Optimal Auto Santa Cruz 831 476-1332 10% Parts
M Service Walnut Creek 925 932-8744 10% Parts/Labor
Milt’s Service Garage Vallejo 707 643-7548 10% Parts/Labor
Patelco Credit Union www.Patelco.org 415 442-6200 Special Offer
Phaedrus San Francisco 415 567-8000 10% Parts
Performance Art Gilroy 408 848-6325 10% Service/Labor
Performance Technic, Inc. Pleasanton 925 426-1361 10-15% Parts
Portola Valley Garage Portola Valley 650 851-7442 10% Labor
RennWerks Performance Campbell 408 370-7480 10% Labor/5% Parts
Rossi’s Tire & Auto Service Salinas 831 424-0011 Various
SAS German Auto Pleasanton 925 846-4886 10% Parts
Schulba BMW Service Belmont 650 592-7352 10% Parts orders
Sound Innovations Hayward 510 471-9062 10% Parts
Track Star Racing Mountain View 650 961-2350 10% Parts/Labor
Valley Motorwerks Rancho Cordova 916 636-9526 10% Parts/Labor
Vanguard Motors San Francisco 415 255-8450 10% Labor
West Bay Bavarian San Rafael 415 457-0820 10% Parts/Labor/Dinan work
Dealership Discounts
BMW/Mini Concord Concord 866 704-9479 10% Parts/15% Accessories
BMW of Fremont Fremont 510 360-5900 10% Parts & Labor
BMW of Humboldt Bay McKinleyville 707 839-4269 10% Parts
BMW of Monterey Seaside 831 899-5555 10% Parts
BMW of Mountain View Mountain View 650 943-1000 10% Parts
BMW of San Francisco San Francisco 415 863-9000 10% Parts
East Bay BMW Pleasanton 800 505-4801 10% Parts

Peter Pan BMW Parts/Svc 1625 Adrian Rd. Burlingame 650 204-7600 10% Parts
Roseville BMW Roseville 916 782-9434 10% Parts
Sonnen BMW San Rafael 415 482-2000 10% Parts
Stevens Creek BMW Santa Clara 408 249-9070 10% Parts & Labor
Weatherford BMW Berkeley 510 654-8280 Various
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Golden Gate Chapter, BMW CCA
68 Mitchell Blvd, Suite 250
San Rafael, CA 94903
ggcbmwcca.org
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HAVE YOU MOVED?  Please send address changes directly to the BMW CCA National Office at:
info@bmwcca.org, or sign in to your account and update your membership record at bmwcca.org.

Interested in joining the Club? 
Scan this QR code with your smartphone, or call 800 878-9292, 
or go to bmwcca.org and sign up for only $48!

At Commerce Printing, we are committed to minimizing the environmental impact of our operations. 
From simply recycling our paper trimmings to powering our entire facility with wind energy, we remain 

dedicated to the conservation of our natural resources for the present as well as future generations.

live green print green

916.442.8100  •  www.commerceprinting.com
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