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Drivers’ Ed mainly refers to a program that teaches 

young drivers the rules of the road and how to 

operate a car.  Is that enough training before hand-

ing the keys over to a teenager to venture out into 

real world traffic in our cities across America?  The 

Tire Rack Street Survival School is a safe teen pro-

gram designed to go beyond today’s required 

driver’s education and give teens across the U.S. the 

driving tools and hands-on experience to become 

safer and smarter drivers. 

 
In the news you constantly hear about the number 

of teenage driving accidents, what is the problem, 

are these teen drivers adequately prepared. This 

year your Peachtree Chapter has stepped up in 

helping further educate our teen drivers.  The chap-

ter hosted a street survival event in April and an-

other in August. In all a total of 45 teen drivers 

attended the schools. The goal is to make these 

teens’ better drivers by teaching car control and 

how to avoid accidents.  The talented volunteer 

instructors are paired with a student for the day to 

share their knowledge to these young students. The 

day is split between classroom sessions and driving 

exercises aimed at controlling the car in case of a 
skid, emergency braking, emergency lane change 

maneuvers and obstacle driving course. 

 
When I started driving some ……… years ago the 

most distracting thing I was faced with was the car 

radio. I was taught to keep your eyes on the road 

and be aware of your surroundings. Keep the radio 

volume down to not cause a distraction. Today the 

distractions for all drivers can be numerous, taking 

your eye off the road for a split second can have 

you rear ending a car in front that has come to a 

sudden stop.   During the street survival school 

while driving the obstacle course the students are 

asked to try to use the cell phone, try texting a 

message just to see the potential dangers of not 

focusing and concentrating on their driving.  On 

this closed safe course the only thing damaged is a 

bright orange cone getting run over; in the real 

world it could be much worse than an orange 

cone. 

 
Your chapter intends to host several of these 

events next year as we strive to do our part in 

educating the young drivers to be better prepared 

when they hit the roads.  If you would like to vol-

unteer to help with this program please contact 

your chapter officers. 



 

 

Dear Fellow Enthusiasts, 
As I write this, we have just completed another successful Street Survival School for our teen 

drivers.  As I mentioned at the beginning of the year, one of our main goals for this year was to 

add a variety of events to our schedule, and so far be have done so.  Thanks in large part to 

Amber Wooten, we have put together an excellent Street Survival program that will continue 

to get more robust as the months go by.  Additionally, thanks to Geordie Johnston, the chair of 

our Social Committee, we have added a number of different social events to our social calen-

dar. 
In addition to the new activities, we have continued to offer an excellent autocross program 

which is getting ready to pick up again for the second part of the 2010 schedule.  This would 

not have been possible without Bruce Herstowski and his very dedicated autocross committee.  

Our driving school program has remained strong, notwithstanding the unfortunate setback we 

had with the cancellation of the Roebling Road event.  Hopefully we will be adding the new 

AMP track to our 2011 schedule. 
Additional events to look forward to in the coming months are the Concours event and a rally 

event, both to be held in late-Fall.  All of these events would not be possible if not for the great 

volunteers we have had throughout the year.  If you haven’t done so already, please consider 

contacting us to volunteer for one of our upcoming events.  And make sure you come out to 

some of these events and meet your fellow chapter members.  It is, after all, your club! 

 

Bill Zawrotny 

President, Peachtree Chapter 

A Night at the 

High 

Museum 
 

 

The Allure of the Automobile 

 
Peachtree chapter members 

took a step back in history to 

the golden age of automobile 

design.   

President’s Message by Bill Zawrotny 
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The Peachtree Chapter BMW CCA is a nonprofit organiza-

tion of enthusiasts of the automobiles manufactured by BMW 
AG. The chapter sponsors gatherings of its members and 
fellow MW enthusiasts throughout the year and publishes a 

club newsletter on a bimonthly or quarterly basis. BMW CCA 
and its chapters are in no way associated with the importer or 

any other agent of BMW AG. 

 
The Peachtree Pit is a publication of the Peachtree Chapter 

BMW CCA. Copyright © BMW CCA. All material presented 
in the publication may be used in other chapter’s publications 
provided the Pit and the article’s author are given proper 

credit. 

 
The acceptance of advertising for any product or service in 
the Peachtree Pit does not imply endorsement for that 
product or service by the Peachtree Chapter, BMW CCA or 

BMW NA. This newsletter and its contents are, and shall 
remain; the property of BMW CCA and the information 
contained herein is provided by and supplied for the members 
of the club. The ideas, opinions, and suggestions expressed in 

this newsletter are those of the authors and no authentication 

is implied by the editor. 

 
The club assumes no liability for any of the information 
contained in this newsletter. It should be noted, unless 

otherwise indicated, that none of the technical information 
presented in the Pit bears the status of “factory approved”. It 
is noted that any modification performed on a car that is in a 

warranty period may void the said warranty. Peachtree 
Chapter strongly encourages owners to check the limitations 
of their car’s warranty prior to performing work that may 

affect their car.  



Street Survival ….cont. 

Side Note: 
In June of this year a Georgia State law was passed stating the following “No person shall operate a motor vehicle on any public 

road or highway of this state while using a wireless telecommunications device to write, send, or read any text based communica-

tion, including but not limited to a text message, instant message, electronic mail, or internet data.” 

How many times have you looked over and noticed someone looking down reading a text message or sending one, how many 

times have you noticed drivers on the phone looking mighty comfortable like they are on their home couch, how many times 

have you noticed the rearview mirror being used for seeing makeup being applied or getting the proper morning shave?  Let’s do 

our part to make the roads safer,  the text message can wait, apply the makeup or shave at home, use hands free devices if you 

have to talk on the phone while driving.  Even with this new law in effect, drivers continue to ignore the dangers of texting and 

driving. Take a look around on your morning or evening commute and count the number of drivers with their heads down in-

stead of having their eyes on the road. Driving today really does require our undivided attention and concentration. 
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Breakfast with the Blams by Melvin Hodges 

The morning of July 17th, Franz Blam Racing hosted “Breakfast 

With the Blams”, an event that was held for members of the 

Peachtree Chapter to get reacquainted with each other in the 

shop where Franz and company have worked to make German 

cars go faster since 1976.  It was great to see the parking lot 

packed with BMWs and a couple of Minis, and the weather was 

in agreement, as the sun shined brightly on what looked to be a 

clean car contest.  An all access pass to the shop was granted to 

everyone who attended, which allowed people to check out 

everything from an ex-World Challenge race motor that’s for 
sale, to a 1984 Euro Porsche 930 with only 1,800 miles on it.  

There was some story telling about the cars that Franz has 

cranked out over the years and the drivers that drove them, and 

Thomas (Blam) spoke a bit about his life as the team strategist 

for the Flying Lizard Motorsports American Le Mans team.  

Breakfast was provided by the chef, Elise Blam, and we enjoyed 

the morning until the sun started trying to fry each and every 

one of us in the shop!  It was a great morning, and the crew at 

FBR has enjoyed crossing paths with CCAers that they met 

there ever since.  



Calendar of Events 

Sept 19  - Peachtree Autocross 

  Lake Lanier  Islands 

 

Oct 10, 24  Peachtree Autocross 

  Lake Lanier  Islands 

 

Nov 7 Peachtree Autocross 

  Lake Lanier  Islands 

 

TBA - Peachtree Chapter 

  Concours 

 

TBA   Peachtree Rally 

   

 

 

Visit peachtreebmwcca.org for more 

information  

10800 Alpharetta Highway 

Suite 208-548 
Roswell, GA 30076 


