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BMW CCA Puerto Rico Chapter Newsletter is a publication of the Puerto Rico Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America and is in no way associated with BMW AG nor BMW 

NA.  Content featured herein shall remain the property of the chapter.  Any idea, suggestion and/or opinion expressed in this  publication are solely of the chapter, chapter 

representatives and/or members in good standing.  If interested in contributing to this publication, please forward intended draft, for review, to bmwccapr@gmail.com, to the 

attention of the Chapter Secretary. 

To join or renew membership to the BMW Car Club of America, visit:  http://www.bmwcca.org/index 

President's Letter: 

Esteemed BMW CCA members, up to this date we’ve been performing our customary cars and coffee & plus outings, but we 

would like to hear what else would you be interested into.  Thanks for those that attended Guaynabo’s classic car expo with us.  

The same to those that accompanied us to Humacao’s stop at Vinny’s. 

This coming Sunday, September 15, our local BMW dealer, Autogermana, has offered us an EXCLUSIVE open house at their 

Guaynabo Service Facility: (877) 323-

0056.  We are looking forward to enjoy 

their hospitality and coming trends by 

their sales and technical staff. 

BMW Lifestyle merchandise is 

available through their outlet store, and 

for those of you interested (link below) 

in the BMW Trend, this is where to go.  

We will be updating our Facebook page 

with the most current activity 

information. 

Scheduled from near noon and on, 

should be a good spare time to spend. 

Therefore, we are looking forward to 

see you there! 

 

By Pedro Medina, President 

 

BMW LIFESTYLE CATALOG LINK:  http://www.shopbmwusa.com/PDF/5-22-13_BMWSportCollectionsCatalog.pdf 

Change of Address Information: Please send your request for address changes directly to the National Office at the address below. Local Chapters receive this information directly from 
National Office and cannot perform any change from within. | Roundel BMWCCA, Inc. | Address Changes | 640 South Main Street, Sui te 210 | Greenville, SC 29601 | Or visit: 
www.bmwcca.org 
Club Board: 

President:  Pedro Medina 787-406-2426 | Vice Pres.: Orlando Martin 787-313-1408 | Newsletter Editor: Luis Caratini 
Treasurer: Ramon Velez 787-643-2495 | Secretary:  Harry Bonkosky 787-354-8816 

mailto:bmwccapr@gmail.com
http://www.shopbmwusa.com/PDF/5-22-13_BMWSportCollectionsCatalog.pdf
http://www.bmwcca.org/
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M3’s NO MORE … 
Last E92 M3 Coupe Produced (in Fire Orange) Goes to 
Belgium 
On the finishing straight: The BMW M3 Coupe reaches the 
end of its production run – but its racing career continues at 
pace. 
The BMW M3 has epitomized the direct transfer of racing 
expertise to the road since 1986. And the latest generation of 
the high-performance sports car succeeded in adding another 
sprinkling of fascinating new chapters to its model history – 
from innovative technology yielding even more intense driving 
pleasure to BMW’s highly successful comeback in the DTM. 
With its athletic design, an overall package pieced together 
with hallmark M precision, and top-class performance 
capability, the BMW M3 enjoyed immense popularity around the world. Production of the BMW M3 Coupe – launched in 2007 – exceeded 
40,000 units, and the BMW M3 Sedan added almost 10,000 units to the total. Just under 16,000 units of the BMW M3 Convertible have been 
built to date. 
The most important shared feature of the three body variants is their powertrain and chassis technology, derived directly from motor sport. The 
4.0-litre V8 engine, developed exclusively for the BMW M3, has cylinder banks positioned at a 90-degree angle to one another. It develops 
maximum output of 309 kW/420 hp, generates peak torque of 400 Newton-meters (295 lb-ft) and revs to a maximum 8,400 rpm. Like the 
engine’s high-revving character, numerous construction details, such as the electronically controlled individual throttle butterflies, ion current 
knock control and dynamically optimized oil supply, were taken straight from motor racing. Alongside its instantaneous responsiveness, the 
colossal power delivery of the naturally aspirated engine – maintained at a constant level into the upper reaches of the rev range – is its defining 
feature. The BMW M3’s engine won the 3.0 to 4.0-litre class of the International Engine of the Year Award five times in succession. 
The fourth-generation BMW M3 was a trailblazer in its class when it came to intelligent lightweight construction. Playing a prominent role 
alongside the aluminum bonnet and plastic front side panels in lowering the weight of the Coupe’s body was its carbon roof. The use of this 
high-tech material on the scale achieved with the BMW M3 represented another important step for the BMW Group towards the industrial 
manufacture of carbon body components.  
The fourth-generation BMW M3 was produced at the BMW plant in Regensburg alongside the BMW 3 Series Sedan, Coupe and Convertible. Its 
V8 engine was supplied by the BMW engine factory in Munich, where specific production processes on the special engine assembly line 
ensured the high-performance unit would be marked by excellent quality and reliability. 
Among the highlights of the BMW M3’s production run were the exclusive small-series variants of the car introduced over its lifetime, which 
brought its race-inspired characteristics even further to the fore. The BMW M3 GTS, for example, was developed as a road-legal clubsport-
oriented model. The displacement of its V8 engine was increased to 4.4 litres, enabling maximum output of 331 kW/450 hp. Bespoke chassis 
components and aerodynamic measures, plus a two-seat cockpit designed for racing use, prepared this exclusive special-edition model for 
competitive race action on the track and ensured it offered a super-intense M experience on the road. 135 examples of the BMW M3 GTS were 

delivered to customers. 
The BMW M3 CRT (Carbon Racing Technology) joined the fray 
in 2011 in a limited run of 67 units. Based on the BMW M3 
Sedan and built at the BMW M GmbH factory, the BMW M3 
CRT boasted exclusively manufactured lightweight 
components, a 331 kW/450 hp version of the V8 engine and 
modified chassis technology – all of which was a recipe for 
exceptionally precise handling balance. An innovative carbon-
fibre-reinforced plastic (CFRP) manufacturing process was 
employed in the construction of the BMW M3 CRT. Its bonnet 
was made from two CFRP mouldings encasing an aramid 
honeycomb structure. This construction gave the bonnet the 

strength of a conventional steel equivalent, but at roughly a quarter of its weight. The bucket seats of the BMW M3 CRT were made from two 
CFRP layers wrapped around a recycled-paper honeycomb, and a carbon layer made using conventional production technology was added to 
visible areas. A rear spoiler and an air-channelling element integrated into the front apron (both made from CFRP) rounded off the exclusive 
lightweight elements found on the BMW M3 CRT. 
 
The E92 M3 Coupe will soon be replaced by the F82 M4 Coupe, which you will not have to wait very long at all to get a first look at. Stay tuned 
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Successful weekend at the Brickyard for BMW Teams. 

 

In the Daytona Prototypes category, the Starworks divers Ryan Dalziel and Alex Popow triumphed with their first entry with the 

new BMW 4.5-litre engine, and consolidated their championship lead.  

Scott Pruett and Memo Rojas from Chip Ganassi Racing made it a BMW one-two by finishing second and, with this result, won 

the title in the North American Endurance Championship.  

The second Starworks BMW Riley, driven by Pierre Kaffer, Brandan Hartley and Scott Mayer, claimed fourth.  

BMW works driver Joey Hand also entered the GRAND-AM race this weekend. Together with 2013 Indy500 winner Tony 

Kanaan, he started in Chip Ganassi Racing’s number 02 BMW Riley. After 106 laps, the duo came ninth and set the second-

fastest lap of the race in 1:22.280 minutes. “It was great catching up with the Chip Ganassi boys again after the Daytona 24 

Hours,” said Hand. “Teaming up with Tony Kanaan was special, he’s the current Indy 500 winner, an ultra-fast driver and a 

really cool guy.” 

The Indianapolis “Brickyard” turned out to be successful venue for the BMW drivers in the Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge 

as well: Mark Boden and Bryan Sellers crossed the finish line as winners after 74 laps, driving a Fall-Line Motorsport BMW M3. 

Turner Motorsport’s Paul Dalla Lana and Bill Auberlen were able to celebrate on the podium as well by finishing third, closely 

followed by Charles Espenlaub and Trent Hindman in the second Fall-Line car in fourth. In the ST-class, the fans even saw a one-

two-three for BMW: Terry Borcheller and Mike LaMarra won in Burton Racing’s BMW 128i. Jesse Combs/Jeff Mosing and Daniel 

Rogers/Seth Thomas followed in second and third driving in their BMW 328is. Stay Tuned 
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BMW Z1 

The first example of the Z1 was released by BMW to the 

press in 1986 and later officially presented at the 1987 

Frankfurt Motor Show. Initial demand was so fierce that 

BMW had 5,000 orders before production began. However, 

demand dropped significantly around 1988 and BMW 

ended production in 1991. There is speculation that the 

drop in demand was due to the early inflated demand from 

speculative investors.[2] In 1988, however, BMW was 

quoted as saying that they had 35,000 orders for the Z1. 

The BMW Z1 was designed over a three-year period by an 

in-house division of BMW Forschung und Technik GmbH. 

The development of the Z1 is attributed to Dr. Ulrich Bez, not to forget the core of his team at BMW Technik GmbH (Alexander 

Pregl, Rudolf Müller, Lutz Janssen, Wolf-Henryk Menke, Dieter Schaffner, Klaus Faust, Sabine Zemelka and Stephan Stark). 

Control of the project was turned over to Dr. Klaus Faust when Bez left for Porsche in October, 1988. 

The BMW Z1 was used to develop and debut several technologies. Z1 designer Harm Lagaay mentioned that Z1 production 

helped generate patents for BMW's high-intensity discharge lamp, integrated roll-bar, door mechanism, and underbody tray. 

BMW only produced 8,000 Z1 models. The majority of these (6,443) were sold in BMW's native German market.[10] The country to 

receive the second-greatest number of Z1s, Italy, received less than 7% of the total sold domestically. BMW was reportedly unable 

to build more than 10 to 20 Z1 vehicles each day.[11] None were initially sold in North America, although examples have been 

independently imported since the car's launch. There are reports that BMW built 12 Z1 vehicles during 1986 and 1987, bringing the 

total to 8,012 vehicles.[12][13] However, most sources report the 8,000 figure. 

More than half of all Z1 vehicles (specifically, 4,091) were produced for the 1990 model year. Seventy-eight Z1 vehicles were 

reportedly used as test mules, although most were later 

sold without a warranty and, presumably, at a lower price. 

The Z1 was available in six exterior colours and four interior 

colours, although the vast majority (6,177) were red, black, 

or green with a dark grey interior.[13] Light yellow exterior 

(fun-gelb in German or fun yellow in English; 133 examples 

made) or red interior (38 examples made) are the rarest Z1 

colours. The colours swimming pool blue and oh-so-orange 

were reserved for the car's designers, Bez and Lagaay. 

Reportedly, some 1,101 Z1 vehicles were delivered without 

a factory radio installed. In these vehicles, BMWS AG 

installed an aftermarket Sony radio in its place. 

None of the Z1 vehicles were sold with air conditioning. The 

vehicle's dashboard is very small and there was no room for both heat and cooling units. Some Z1 vehicles were converted using 

BMW E30 parts to have air conditioning, but reportedly the heater elements had to be removed. 

BMW Z1 vehicles officially imported to France for sale there have yellow headlights instead of the clear ones found elsewhere 

 


