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1928 BMW Dixi: El primer automóvil BMW 

A pesar de haber sido fundada en el 1916, Bavarian Motor Works 

(BMW) no produjo su primer auto hasta 1928. Hasta entonces, su 

negocio se había concentrado en motoras y motores de avión. 

En el 1927, Automobilwerk Eisenach había comprado una licencia a 

la Austin Motor Company de Inglaterra para producir, bajo la marca 

Dixi, una variante del Austin 7. Un nivel de producción de 2000 

unidades anuales fue acordado, y Dixi le pagaría una regalía a 

Austin por cada vehículo producido. Los primeros autos se 

manufacturaron en diciembre del 1927, con la designación Dixi DA-

1 3/15 PS.  

Los modelos disponibles eran sedán, convertible y van, todos de 

dos puertas. También se ofrecían chasis sin carrocería, para que el 

comprador le instalara una a su gusto. 

 

En el 1928, al tomar la decisión de entrar al mercado 

automovilístico, BMW adquirió la Automobilwerk Eisenach, y, por lo 

tanto, los derechos de producir el Dixi.  

Al principio los autos llevaban la marca BMW Dixi, pero el nombre 

Dixi se eliminó en el 1929 con la introducción de un modelo 

ligeramente mejorado, el BMW 3/15 DA-2.  

Las diferencias principales eran frenos en las cuatro ruedas (el DA-

1 solo tenía frenos traseros), y gomas de mayor tamaño. El DA-2 se 

produjo hasta el 1932, cuando expiró la licencia que Austin había 

concedido para la producción de los autos. Tanto los DA-1 como los 

DA-2  tenían un motor de cuatro cilindros y 747 cc, con 15 caballos 

de fuerza. Su transmisión era de tres cambios. La velocidad máxima 

de estos primeros BMW era de 45 mph y su consumo, 43 millas por 

galón de gasolina. BMWCCAPR 

 

BMW CCA Puerto Rico Chapter Newsletter is a publication of the Puerto Rico Chapter of the BMW Car Club of 

America and is in no way associated with BMW AG nor BMW NA.  Content featured herein shall remain the 

property of the chapter.  Any idea, suggestion and/or opinion expressed in this publication are solely of the 

chapter, chapter representatives and/or members in good standing.  If interested in contributing to this publication, 

please forward intended draft, for review, to bmwccapr@gmail.com, to the attention of the Chapter Secretary. 

To join or renew membership to the BMW Car Club of America, visit:  http://www.bmwcca.org/index 

President's Letter: 

Thanks for those that considered and supported me for this tenure.  I have humbly 

accepted the challenge.  Time has come to “jump start” this club again!  As things are 

ramping up around us, hoping for the best to come, we intend to achieve matching our 

members’ interests.  Therefore, we need to know about what kinds of activities would 

raise that passion for what we share and do! 

For starts, BMW CCA Puerto Rico Chapter has been actively organizing and preparing 

towards achieving the goal of promoting our own AUTOCROSSES.  We also expect to keep 

performing our regular CARS, COFFEE & DOUGHNUTS, as well as site visit meets to nice 

sites and sponsoring friends. 

Feel free to talk about it, we do need your input.  Send us your “emails” 

(bmwccapr@gmail.com) and let us know what those interests are! 

Sincerely 

Pedro J Medina, Chapter, President 

Change of Address Information: Please send your request for address changes directly to the National Office at the 

address below. Local Chapters receive this information directly from National Office and cannot perform any change from 
within. | Roundel BMWCCA, Inc. | Address Changes | 640 South Main Street, Suite 210 | Greenville, SC 29601 | Or visit: 
www.bmwcca.org 
Club Board: 

President:  Pedro Medina 787-406-2426 | Vice Pres.: Orlando Martin 787-313-1408 
Treasurer:  Ramon Velez 787-643-2495 | Secretary:  Harry Bonkosky 787-354-8816  
Newsletter Editor: Luis Caratini 787-501-5471 

mailto:bmwccapr@gmail.com
mailto:bmwccapr@gmail.com
http://www.bmwcca.org/
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Miguel Aponte’s Ride: 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

BMWCCA RACER SPOTLIGHT: 
In this month's Racer Spotlight we interviewed the driver of the #00 Miguel Aponte Rios. AKA “The Smig” 

1) How did you get into Racing BMW’s or BMW’s period? 

 The love for the E30 started back when I was in high school. I was into cars in Puerto Rico as much as I could. As any 
young kid, I could never afford anything super cool. I had a Chevrolet Z24 Cavalier convertible, (LOL) That was my 
first „sort of‟ fast car.  

My brother was one of the first customers in Puerto Rico to receive a brand new E30 M3. As soon as it came in I just 
fell in love with it. I was always drawing it, you know. As a teenager you‟re always drawing stuff in class, it was all E30 
M3s. After my first week in college, my brother looks at me one day and says, “Here, take it for a ride around San 
Juan”. THAT moment was the moment when I first, really, fell in love with BMWs. Since then, I have always raced one. 
Well, when I grew old enough to buy one. 

 My first BMW was a 1997 1.9 Z3. After seeing it on the set of Goldeneye (in Puerto Rico), I told myself I would own 
one of those one day. Needless to say, some peeps around me laughed. The thing didn‟t even have a price tag then. 
HA! Shortly after, while living in Seattle I purchased one of the first Z3s in the area. I enjoyed it fully until I moved to 
Boston and decided to get the M version: 1998 M Roadster.  

 This one lived with me for a long time. 2 years after buying it, a friend of mine was into this thing called „autocross‟. I 
had never heard of it. And I never had thought of racing a car…although I followed Formula 1 and other races closely, 
never thought it would be possible. I ended up on the tarmac autocrossing the stock M-Roadster. Well, never looked 
back. It was 2001. The M-Roadster lasted 1 more year on the road before it was turned, fully, into a race car. I was 
lucky enough to not only win my class in autocross that year, but also get the Rookie of The Year award. The following 
year I was already doing track events, and in 3 years became a Certified Instructor for BMWCCA. From that moment 
on, I was racing almost every weekend, every summer. Still today, always go back and do some autocross events with 
the Boston BMWCCA Chapter. THE best autocross group I have seen in many states. It also keeps your skills sharp 

 

 Fast forward to today where I am actively racing with BMWCCA, COMSCC, SCCA and NASA. Also instructing and 
coaching when time permits. I am also lucky to have a very good group of friends and sponsors that are always there 
to help. Not to mention, and most importantly, my wife Megan. Who has always support and pushed me to go get‟em.  

 We all know how expensive and stressful this hobby is, and it would not be possible without their help. Turner 
Motorsport, ACE Performance, D-Force Wheels, 3D Autoworks, Image 4, Guten Parts and Service for their awesome 
track support crew, HMS Motorsport/Schroth/Stilo and like I said, some great friends that make for good road trips, 
great pit stops and good conversations at the end of the day while having una cerveza fria. 

2) Your M3 has a Great Art Car theme. Where did you get the idea to do a project like that to your race car? 

 I have a very good friend that owns a tradeshow and pop-up store design company. He is an avid racer and 
instructor. We often do business together as well. So, naturally, he knew of my E30 purchase the first day I picked it 
up from Will Turner. Jeff Baker (Image 4 owner), had always dreamed of doing an Art Car type thing as well. His wife 
is also a car nut and a master in graphic design, so it took almost no effort for all of us to say, heck, let‟s do this. I 
always wanted to not only race this car, but also do some kind of tribute to the 80‟s era. So, we started going over 
some ideas. We had an event coming up at New Hampshire Motor Speedway and BIMMER and ROUNDEL magazine 
reporter, David Haueter, was coming out to cover the E30 M3. So, we had about 2 weeks to get this done. 
Collaborating with Image 4s awesome graphic team, we had about a dozen options to choose from. We knew we 
wanted the car to be a multi-colored design (maybe a little Jeff Koons in there), the original Motorsport colors to be 
dominant, and graphics to come out of the front wheel-driver side. I always feel like that wheel tells me everything 
about what the car is doing and where it is going. So I felt the color burst had to start there. The night before the event, 
the Image 4 team was installing this wrap. This was no small task. Each panel (there are 4) takes about 3 or so hours 
to print. So, if something happen to one panel, we would have to wait 3 something hours for it to print, to only then be 
able to install it. So, they were able to pull it off and by 7AM day of event, we were unloading the race car at the track. 
It was an AMAZING experience that weekend. As you can see on the photos and BIMMER magazine. Now we are 
onto the next project. Will it be another art? Probably. After all, “nothing better than investing in art that can go fast” 

 3)  What is your favorite Race Track you’ve raced on and why? 

 Mid-Ohio…so far. My first time there was during 2012‟s BMWCCA Oktoberfest event. I have never raced, driven or 
been there. There was something about it. It just felt right. After a few laps I was running constant times and was 
feeling very good. Needless to say, the weekend went very well as you can see on the results. Only section I felt I 
needed some work on was the keyhole. A little tricky with the E30. Cannot wait to be back there this year again. 
Looking forward to it, especially for the new BMWCCA Enduro Series the club is announcing. This track will be perfect.  

 4) If you could drive any BMW Race Car past or present what would it be? 

 Uhh…wow. Good question. I will have to say M1 “Procar”. But only if it was 1980, I had long hair, listening to Another 
Brick in the Wall-by Pink Floyd, and Nelson Piquet was my co-driver and coach. Ha!  BMWCCAPR 
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GRAND-AM NEWS: (DP) GANASSI TEAM TAKES 51ST ROLEX 24; PRUETT TIES 
RECORD WITH FIFTH VICTORY. 
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (Jan. 27, 2013) – Chip Ganassi Racing 
with Felix Sabates was clearly the team to beat throughout the 51st 
running of the Rolex 24 At Daytona. A couple teams, however, 
came close to doing just that over the final few hours of the twice-
around-the-clock race around the 3.56-mile Daytona International 
Speedway road course. 

 

In the end, however, the No. 01 TELMEX/Target BMW/Riley team 
of Scott Pruett, Memo Rojas, Juan Pablo Montoya and Charlie 
Kimball gave CGRFS its fifth victory in 10 attempts at the Rolex 24. 
In the process, Pruett joined Hurley Haywood – who served as the 
event‟s grand marshal – as the only drivers to  claim five overall 
Rolex 24 victories. 

 

“It's just an incredible day all the way around, winning with these 
guys, winning with Chip, with TELMEX and with BMW,” Pruett 
said. “Then at the end of it, having gotten to know Hurley real well 
over the years by racing with him and just as a friend – and to 
have him there at the end – was pretty special. It was a very 
special thing.”   

 

With its victory CGRFS has an early lead in the North American 
Endurance Championship presented by VISITFLORIDA.com. The 
NAEC is a three-race competition that includes the Rolex 24 at 
Daytona, Sahlen's Six Hours of The Glen and the Super Weekend 
at the Brickyard at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

 

Despite the strength of the No. 01, the DP lead changed hands six 
times over the final 90 minutes between Montoya, Max Angelelli in 
the No. 10 Velocity Worldwide Corvette DP and AJ Allmendinger, 
whose No. 60 Michael Shank Racing team rallied all the way back 
from a seven-lap deficit early in the race. 

 

A dramatic final hour saw both Montoya and Angelelli try to stretch 
their fuel loads to the finish, while Allmendinger was effectively 
removed from contention for the victory with an unscheduled pit 
stop after contact with Joao Barbosa in the No. 9 Action Express 
Racing Corvette DP. 

 

Montoya and the Ganassi team blinked first as Montoya 
surrendered the lead to Angelelli when the No. 01 came to pit lane 
for a splash with seven minutes to go. Angelelli came into the pits 
on the next lap and moved Montoya back to the front in a race-
record 77th lead change. 

 

The Colombian crossed the stripe 21.922 seconds ahead of 
Angelelli, who teamed with Jordan Taylor and Ryan Hunter-Reay in 
the No. 10 machine. Allmendinger and co-drivers Ozz Negri, John 
Pew, Justin Wilson and Marcos Ambrose placed third in the No. 60. 
Allmendinger, Negri, Pew and Wilson were the race‟s defending 
champions. 

Atticle source www.grand-am.com 

BMWCCAPR 

http://www.grand-am.com/
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BMW 3-series Gran Turismo (2013)  
This is the latest member of the BMW 3-series family: the taller, 

roomer 3-series Gran Turismo. BMW claims the 3GT is designed to 

give the dynamic handling of a saloon, the rakish looks of a coupe and 

more space than an estate. Has BMW found the Holy Grail, or is this a 

case of Jack of all trades and master of none? Punters haven't flocked 

to BMW's first stab at this type of car - the 5-series Gran Turismo - but 

does the 3GT do it better and with more style? Read on for full details. 

The BMW 3-series Gran Turismo looks just like the 5GT 

The roofline swoops dramatically like an X6's; size wise, the 3GT 

stands 81mm taller than a 3-series Touring, and measures 200mm 

longer. There‟s also an extra 110mm in the wheelbase, all in the name 

of maximum cabin space. 

Though the 3GT‟s tailgate is electrically operated (as standard), it 

doesn‟t sport the trick, dual ability of the 5GT, which can open like a 

saloon or a hatchback. Truth be told this duality felt superfluous on 

CAR's 5GT long-termer, and the 3GT won't suffer for only offering a 

hatchback's practicality. One detail worthy of note is the pop-up rear 

spoiler: this is the first ever BMW road car to get an active wing for 

aerodynamic reasons. It rises at 68mph, cutting rear lift by 35%, says 

BMW. 

The front wings boast the hockey stick side vent from the 4-series 

coupe, sporting a contrasting finish on all but the poverty spec models. 

Trim-wise, you can choose from Modern, Luxury, Sport and M Sport, 

as on the rest of the 3-series range.     

What‟s the BMW 3-series Gran Turismo like inside? 

Open the pillar less doors and to access the cabin's five seats, the 

same as any other 3-series. However, passengers sit 59mm higher 

than a regular Three. There‟s also an extra 79mm of legroom to stretch 

out into, and a bigger boot: up 25 liters from a regular 3-series touring 

to 520 liters. The dashboard architecture is carried over from the 3- 

series. 

Are engines shared with the other 3-series body styles too? 

Yes – five turbocharged motors are available, all mated to six-speed 

manual transmission as standard – an eight-speed auto is an option. 

Plump for petrol power and there‟s a choice of four-cylinder 320i and 

328i power, or the range-topping six-pot 335i. Go diesel and there‟s 

318d and 320d to choose from. 

In summer 2013 a 325d will join the range, along with an all-wheel 

drive xDrive variant of the 320i (the only AWD 3GT coming to the UK) 

The 3GT gets electric power steering, 50:50 weight distribution and 

lightweight aluminum brake calipers. 

BMWCCAPR 


