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'E31 NEWS' is the publication of BMW CCA E31 and is available 
electronically to all members in good standing.  All contents shall 
remain the property of BMW CCA E31 unless otherwise credited.  
Information supplied is provided by the members and for the 
members only.  The ideas, suggestions and opinions in articles are 
those of the Club unless otherwise credited.  The Club assumes no 
liability for any of the information contained herein.  None of the 
information bears the status of "Factory Approved" unless so 
indicated.  Modifications within any warranty period may void the 
warranty.  The EDITOR of this Newsletter seeks material suitable to 
pass on to other members.  The material may be of a technical 
nature, bits of information about your car, news and events, or just 
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The Vintage, May 22-24, Winston-Salem, NC 
http://atthevintage.com/ 
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     From the Driver’s Seat… 
      -by Roger Wray 
                       President, BMWCCAE31 

 
Happy 2015 fellow 8ers!  I wanted to start off by saying a 
big "THANK YOU" to all that have supported us by joining 
BMWCCAE31.  Looking back, 2014 was a landmark year for 
the E31 community.  In our first year as a chapter, we 
achieved several milestones.  First, with the help of  the Law 
Firm of Horger and Connor LLC in South Carolina, we 
became fully incorporated as a  non-profit organization.  
Also, through much time and effort on the part of our 
Treasurer, Jon Nelson, we were granted status with the IRS.  
Jeff Ivarson, in working with Reinhard Custom Embroidery, 
developed our chapter logo for apparel, and now our 
chapter has a full line of men's and women's clothing.  Our 
Vice President, Steve Cohen, in working with our chapter 
Event Coordinator, Rob Scott, was able to put together our 
first insurance package for Mid-California Wine Tour event.   
 
Tom Carter, our Secretary, and I attended our first National 
Chapter Congress, and presented the BMW CCA E31 
Chapter to all Chapter Presidents nation-wide. 
 
2014 also saw us end the year with 100 members scattered 
throughout the United States and Canada.  As everyone 
knows, our challenge as the first Non-Geographic Chapter of 
BMW CCA is to provide an organization that represents E31 
owners spread across a wide area.  Challenging - yes to say 
the least.  But the benefits of representing the largest group 
of registered E31 owners worldwide according to e31.com, 
the 8 series registry, will have positive benefits for the 
entire community, especially as we just surpassed the 25th 
anniversary of the release of the E31 8 Series.  As a 
solidified voice for E31 owners, we can speak with BMW in 
pursuit of continuing to supply parts and support for the 8 
series automobiles.   
 
According to numbers provided by 8Coupe.com, the E31 
Worldwide Registery, the United States and Canada have 
over 56% of all registered E31 vehicles worldwide.   

 
Worldwide E31 Registered Owners, by country 

 
 
 
 
 
 

USA and Canada Registered Owners, by Model 

2015 is shaping up to be another great year for the E31 
Community.  Wrenchfests are already being planned for the 
SoCal 8s in California, and BC 8s in Canada.  Initial plans are 
underway for an 8 meeting at the BMW NA Headquarters in 
New Jersey,  and BMW is the featured marquis at Eurofest 
2015 at the BMW Factory in Spartansburg.  If you would like 
to plan an E31 get together, no matter how large or small, 
let us know and we can put out the information.  In 2015 we 
will start to disseminate more information via chapter 
emailings, so information can be sent out quickly.  Make 
sure your correct email address is current with BMW CCA, 
as we take our contact information directly from our BMW 
CCA E31 Chapter roster.  
 
As we begin 2015, I would like to encourage you to do the 
following, and encourage other E31 owners to do the same: 
 
1.  Register your car with the Worldwide E31 Registry.  
Simply go to 8Coupe.com to register. 
 
2.  If you have not done so, please send a picture of your 
car, along with the year and model to Bob Bennett, our 
webmaster, at:   webmaster@bmwccae31.com 
 
3.  Encourage fellow E31 owners to join the BMW CCA E31 
Chapter.  Go to the BMWCCAE31.com website and click on 
the link to join BMW CCA.  Designate E31 as your chapter. 
 
4.  Send a picture of yourself, or your group wearing 8 series 
gear.  In addition to adding pictures of member's 8 series 
cars to the website, we would like to gather pictures of E31 
owners worldwide in neat locations. 
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5.  Consider purchasing E31 Apparel.  Go to the website        
for purchasing information. 
 
Our best wishes go out to our Newsletter Editor, Fern Mora 
who has been under the weather recently.  This newsletter 

was done in his absence. Thanks again for supporting the 
BMW CCA E31 Chapter. Remember, it is the cars that bring 
us together, but it is the people who make us who we are! 
 

 
 

 
 

Photography and Text by George Whiteley 

 
From all points of the compass they came. As far west as 
Texas, as far north as Maine, from the south of Florida and 
just about everywhere in between—it was a celebration of 
all things E31. This year was the 25th anniversary of the 
launch of the BMW 8 series--the grandest of all BMW’s 
grand touring cars. What better way to celebrate this 
August occasion than at Euro Auto Festival held annually at 
the epicenter of the North American BMW universe at the 
BMW factory in Greer, South Carolina. “Euro” as it’s called 
by most participants is a huge fall gathering of all types  
 

 
 
European cars, with a number of sporting activities, 
lectures, Concours d’elegance, and banquet as the grand 
finale. The feature marque for this event changes every year 
and this year’s honored marque was Porsche with 144 
registered out of more than 430 total entries. An 
enthusiastic E31 contingent has been in force at Euro 
previously, while celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 
car’s birth five years ago. A quarter century is truly a 
milestone for a single model of a modern automobile and 
this time it was decided to make the E31 stand out among a 
sea of Porsches on the lawn of the Zentrum, the BMW 
Museum at the manufacturing plant--especially now we 
have our very own chapter of the BMW CCA.  
 

 
 
It all started with a posting on BimmerForums with Greg 
Habel picking up the ball and organizing a host hotel along 
with a private banquet for the 8 series Argonauts who made 
the trek to Greer to be with their kindred spirits for the big 
Bimmer birthday bash. Some of the travelers met in Atlanta 
on Friday at the Varsity Gwinnett restaurant for lunch.  

Afterwards everyone caravanned to Greer for a tour of the 
BMW CCA Foundation given by Curator, Michael Mitchell. 
Inside the modest brick building was a treat to any jaded 
BMW enthusiast with a comprehensive archives, library, 
and yes, real Bimmers amongst the stacks. On view were an 
M1, the new i8, and, of course an 8 series among other 
pristine classics.  
 

BMW 8 Series Enthusiasts Celebrate 8@25 at EURO AUTO FESTIVAL 
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There was an impressive line-up of E31’s outside when the 
Atlanta contingent with a number of additions all arrived 
and the time spent at the Foundation just sped by. Next it 
was on to Greenville where the Hilton  
“House of 8’s” served as the central gathering place for 
weary travelers to unwind and refresh. After a reception by 
the hotel, it was time for a special banquet just for the 
8er’s. Roger Wray, president  of the new BMW CCA E31 
Chapter gave a talk along with Greg Habel while the crowd 
enjoyed a fine dinner and libations.  

 
The next day was showtime! Unlike the 8@20 event at 
Euro, this time the weather gods smiled and the day was 
clear and cool. After a wait in traffic to be placed at an 
honored position on the show field directly adjacent to the 
Zentrum, a gleaming line-up of 29 BMW E31s of all 
variations were a force to be reckoned with. Present in the 
bright sunshine were a colorful array of rare Eight Series 
BMWs including an Alpina B-12, Twin Turbo 850, several 
CSi’s, an outrageous totally modded 850, and oh so many 
other wonderful E31s presented by their loving owners. In 
addition to the 8er’s outside on the lawn, there was a 
special display inside the Zentrum of Roger Wray’s 
magnificent, freshly restored, silver Alpina B-12 5.0.  
 

 
 
Unlike Rodney Dangerfield, we DID get some respect 
amongst all the participants at Euro with many positive 
comments from the crowd as well as other car owners of 
assorted marques, and yes, those included some from the 
Porsche contingent.  In addition to the E31's in attendance, 
2014 marked the 30th anniversary of the introduction of 
the BMW M5.  To celebrate the M5, Eurofest had beautiful 
examples of each M5 model.  Of special note was the 1988 

M5 of Adam and Shelley Colvin.  The day seemed like it was 
over in a heartbeat, and since the E31 group had so many 
cars in attendance, they were broken down into several 
sub-groups with each group getting awards. The Eight Series 
class awards were established by votes from the E31 
registrants and crowd pleaser titles came from the 
attendees’ votes at large.  
 

 
 
Those whose cars were honored include: 
 

Class: 8 Series - High Performance   

   1st     George Whiteley 1994 850 CSi 

   2nd     George Mitchell 1992 Alpina B12 
5.0 

   3rd     Rodney Bowles 2007 Alpina B7 

Class: E31   

   1st     Dickie and Penny Brewer 1991 850i 

   2nd     Lee Jerrum 1995 840Ci 

   3rd     Laszlo Makrai 1995 840Ci 

  

 
 
After a long day in the sun, it was time for the big finale, the 
Euro Auto Festival awards banquet at the Embassy Suites & 
Resort, the official Euro hotel. The camaraderie was 
rampant in the room amongst all  the various marques’ 
participants. The E31 group held a place of honor with 
several tables-full of kindred spirits. After a key note speech 
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by Bob Ingram on collecting Porsches and assorted awards 
handed out, it was an exhausted group of 8er’s that made 
their way back to the Hilton House of 8’s after a long day of 
swapping tales, polishing their rides, and just being the 
great group of people that make up the BMW CCA E31 
group.  
 

 
 
Some folks reveled on into the night not wanting the 
moment to fade, but all good things must come to an end. 
The next day dawned with far fewer E31s in the hotel 
parking lot as during the evening before as the group 
dispersed to those compass points from which they came.  
 

 
 
The success of 8@25 could not have been possible without 
the incredible efforts of George Melanis, Euro Auto Festival 
Co-Chairman and fellow E31 owner. Greg Habel spent 
uncountable hours amongst a tight personal schedule to 
make the hotel accommodations and our special banquet 
happen. Roger Wray, along with the other E31 Chapter 
Officers, deserves credit for being the voice of BMW CCA 
E31, and making our chapter a historic reality.  

 
 
Oh, by the way, BMW is the featured marquee for 2015, so 
let’s have another fantastic showing of 8er’s next October 
at Euro Auto Festival. ‘See you there.  

 
 
Author and photographer, George Whiteley, is a multiple 
BMW owner and has received awards at Euro Auto 
Festival for both his 850CSi (above) and 2800CS.    
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By Tom Schultz 

 

A car that was all but thought to be a myth by enthusiasts; 
its existence denied altogether by BMW. We are talking 
about the former flagship of the BMW line decked out 
completely with goodies from their performance based 
Motorsport division; back when they were pumping out 
icons like the E30 M3 and E28 M5. It was known as the M8 
Prototype, and very few people had even heard of it, but 
enthusiasts were adamant that it was real. 
Interestingly, once the public found out about it, BMW 
spread the word that the car was locked away in the so-
called ‘Giftschrank’ (which translates to ‘poison-storage’), to 
be destroyed piece by piece. But why was BMW so keen on 
keeping it a secret? What was so special that made it worth 
never unveiling? 
 

 
 
BMWBlog.com reports that the only M8 ever built was 
equipped with a prototype based S70/1 V12 engine, similar  
 
 

to the one of the later McLaren F1. The car produced an 
amazing 550 horsepower and could go from 0 to 60 mph in 
just 3.4 seconds. It was rumored to have achieved a top 
speed of 217 mph (350kph) during testing back in the early 
90′s. That would mean it was more powerful than other E31 
tuner variants such as the Racing Dynamics ‘K55 Sport 
Coupe’ and the Alpina B12 5.7 Coupe’s (based on the 
850CSi). 

 
 
The M8 Prototype was truly ahead of its time. We found a 
great article originally publicized by BMWBlog.com. Big 
kudos to them for the great photos, and excellent write up.  
 
Note:  Additional detail and photos have been added by 
Tom Schultz to augment the original story below and 
clarify details about the car. 

 
Reprinted from BMW BLOG BMW M, Featured Posts | September 13th, 2010 by Andrew 41 

 
It’s the early 1990′s, you’re a German executive working for 
BMW in the incredible 4-Cylinder tower in downtown 
Munich. Not far from you, a certain, important bright red 
prototype is sitting, waiting for a decision to be made – a 
simple yes or no as to if the car will make the leap to a 
production series car. On the one hand, you’re a car 
enthusiast, someone who would love to green light a 
500+HP grand tourer with a six speed manual, rear-wheel-
drive and acres of leather to cover up the inner workings 
and systems of the most technically advanced road car your 
company has ever built. 

Then there is the business side of you – the side that is 
more calculated and looks at the business case of such a 
vehicle and evaluates the pro’s and cons in a cold, harsh 
light with other variables surrounding this decision. The 
German economy has been rattled from a recent worldwide 
recession. The prototype in question, along with the base 
car on which it was built, has already cost millions upon 
millions of deutschmarks and the base model series has 
received an only lukewarm reception from your biggest 
market, the United States. This despite the model being 
both in-line with the luxurious and sporting brand image 

The Munich Myth 

Unrivaled and Unveiled – BMW M8 Prototype 

http://www.bmwblog.com/category/models/bmw-m/
http://www.bmwblog.com/category/interesting/featured-posts/
http://www.bmwblog.com/author/amurphy/
http://www.bmwblog.com/2010/09/13/bmwblog-exclusive-unrivaled-and-unveiled-bmw-m8-prototype/#disqus_thread
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and delivering a suitable blow to fellow German rivals. 
However, a flagship, expensive sports car with flat sales and 
rising manufacturing labor costs during a recession? 
No – it won’t be built – this car will not make it beyond the 
prototype stage. 
 
With that, the so called ‘M8′ would be boxed up, waiting to 
be destroyed; most definitely out of the public eye. With 
this decision the most powerful production BMW (until the 
X5/6 M), was relinquished to a life of ‘Giftschrank’, in a 
complex with other prototypes and projects that didn’t 
quite make it to the assembly line. 

 
However, mystery and rumors circulated around the M8 
Prototype and whether or not it ever existed. If it did, had 
BMW disassembled the big 8 like it does so many test mules 
and prototypes? The only proof available for almost two 
decades were rumors of output and a handful of grainy 
photos showing a heavily modified 850i with a revised air 
dam, aggressive vented hood, and some specialized body 
ducts to channel air. 

 
Aside from that, publicly there was no evidence that the M8 
had existed. As time marched on, many enthusiasts found 
themselves enthralled by the idea of such a car that never 
made it to market despite a substantial leap forward in 
performance of the time. What did make it to market was 
the ~300hp 840i/850i and the superior 850CSi (380hp and 
only offered with a 6-speed manual). The 850CSi carried 
both M-derived engine codes and VIN’s. Aside from sporting 
an M-tuned engine (as identified by the S suffix instead of 

the M prefix that a true M car would wear), the car’s VIN 
identifies it as being built by BMW Motorsport (identified by 
the WBS prefix) instead of BMW AG (WBA prefix). This 
effectively identifies the 850CSi as essentially a detuned 
version of the M8. 

 
The 850CSi had to make do with only 380HP – a mind 
blowing 170HP less than the rumored 550HP churned out 
by the M8 Prototype. Hence, the M8 was a major piece of 
controversy for BMW enthusiasts around the globe for the 
next decade and a half. 
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Speculation of what the M8 was and what it could have 
been capable of grew even more with the inception of the 
internet and car forums. Many thought it was a fully 
functional model, many thought it had been destroyed and 
many thought it was alive and kicking but roughly a shell of 
an 8 Series with non-functioning headlamps, air 
conditioning and many onboard systems.  
 

After nearly 20 years, BMWBLOG’s founder and head 
honcho Horatiu, managed to finally see the red devil in the 
flesh during a press conference a few months ago when 
BMW nonchalantly displayed the M8 in Munich for a 
handful of other, more pressing projects of the company. 
Upon further inspection Horatiu found the M8 to be a 
working prototype of a car that had managed to live in the 
shadows of the Munich 4-Cylinder tower and in hearts of so 
many BMW enthusiasts for decades. 
 

 
 
With such an incredible revelation – more information had 
to be sought out. From what was learned about the M8 
Prototype (as the car is officially/unofficially titled– it is not 
a “concept” but a working mock-up of a car set for 
production); had this car managed to reach green light 
status, its sheer performance on every front would have 
been staggering relative to any competition of the time 
period. 
 

This is a proper touring coupe with an engine in the front, a 
manual 6-speed transmission in the middle, and limited slip 
controlled drive at the rear. A big V12 (larger than 5.0L of 
the 850i/850CSi) is nestled under the bulging, vented hood.  

 

 
The engine carries with it 12 individual throttle bodies 
connected to the driver’s right foot via direct cable making 
the M8 Prototype the only non-drive-by-wire 8 Series in 
existence and proof of BMW M GmbH’s dedication to 
providing a tactile driving experience. 
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Interestingly, one of the biggest misconceptions of the M8 
is that it shares an engine with the record shattering 
McLaren F1. It was around the same time as the 
development of the M8 that McLaren commissioned BMW 
and Paul Rosche to build a capable V12 to power their 
supercar (of course this was after McLaren was denied by 
Honda). Interestingly from a design standpoint, they shared 
quite a few design characteristics and parts with the S50 
engine of the E36 M3. Fundamentally, it is two Euro S50 
engines mated together side by side. 

 

Per our sources, the McLaren V12 (a modified S70) and the 
M8′s V12 were constructed by many of the same engineers; 
hence a similar design and output. But the two differed in 
areas such as overall length, due to the horizontal intakes 
for a front engine layout as compared to the vertical intakes 
for the mid-engined McLaren. 

 
At the wedge-shaped nose, which resembles the E26 M1 
nose, a revised front fascia allowed for better channeling of 
air into the massive intakes that feed the engine. 

Sitting behind the air dam and just forward of the engine is 
a huge escape air duct; helping to channel air and promote 
airflow through the radiator and oil cooler setup for cooling.
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Other revisions at the nose are lightweight headlamps, 
modified to both reduce weight and replace the standard 
E31 pop up lamps– which were sacrificed for the greater 
good of space in the engine bay. 
 
The M8 Prototype distances itself further still from fellow 
8′s with styling that meshes the sleek coupe lines with 
purposeful, yet necessary upgrades. Gliding down the flanks 
of the prototype, the coupe carries the same wide hips of 
the 850CSi with a widebody kit modified to accommodate 
better cooling of the brakes. The kit’s also believed to be 
used to channel air as a means of cooling the rear 
differential. 

 
Wedged underneath the flared wheel arches are 17 inch M 
Systems wheels with a carbon fiber overlay (also seen on 
the one-off Z1 prototype from the ‘Giftschrank’ link above). 
While we don’t have exact figures, the rear wheels are quite 
wide to keep the big coupe planted in the twisties. Our 
sources indicate that the tires are Michelin PilotSports of 
the period. Notice here the custom multi-piece front brake 
kit that was fitted. 
 

 
 
Weight savings in sports cars is very commonplace these 
days but in the early 1990′s, only cars like the Ferrari F40 or 
Porsche 959 used weight savings materials extensively 

throughout to maximize performance. Specific body panels 
such as the doors, arches, and ducts are constructed from 
carbon fiber reinforced-polymer(CFRP) which are lighter 
than the standard components of the production E31. 
 

 
 
Additionally, the Prototype carries lightweight Plexiglas 
window frames which, per BMW, bear heavily resemblance 
to the E92 M3 GT’s same window frames. BMW even made 
the hood, with a large air vent front-and-center of the 
engine bay out of CFRP. They even went to the trouble of 
installing specialized headlamps with revised functions to 
let what would have been standard fog lights act as the 
primary lighting. The effect of these revised headlamps is 
twofold: to lighten the lamps as well as provide extra room 
for the massive air filter boxes sitting just below the hood. 
Again, the design of the car is focused on performance as 
priority number one. 
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The biggest divergence from the production cars is the 
addition of a B pillar; something noticeably different from 
the cleaner lines of the original design. The B pillar (along 
with framed doors) was a necessary addition. It was a 
means of injecting further rigidity into the big coupe in 
order to combat the natural trend of a coupe’s body to flex 
under heavy load. 
 

 
 
There a several notable changes to the interior over the 
production E31′s. The cockpit has a three spoke M Tech II 
sports steering wheel. BMW went as far as to outfit the 
entire cabin in suede to keep interior grip levels high. The 
dash has a unique motorsport cluster with red needles… 
keeping the style of the E30 M3, which also had red needles 
in the gauge cluster. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The center console was modified with two VDO-
manufactured pressure gauges along with a manual climate 
adjustments panel added to the dash. 
 

 
 
The typical auto dimming mirror was not retained, likely for 
further weight savings. The headliner was also suede 
material, just as almost the entire interior as a whole.
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The custom suede paneling created a unique cockpit feel, 
nothing like any other E31.  
 

 
 

 
 
Other interior upgrades include heavily bolstered seating to 
keep occupants in place as well as to reduce weight. From 
our pictures and onsite reports, BMW also outfitted the 
interior with heavy-duty set of seat belts/harnesses to 
further ensure that the driver doesn’t budge one 

centimeter from the wheel – keeping the sole focus on the 
driving experience. 

 
 

 
 
With all of these considerations – it’s easy to say the M8 
was great super car that unfortunately, was never sold. 
 

 
The car was trimmed down on par with the E46 M3 CSL, the 
engine was tuned to a point that it would only find rival 
equivalents offered by BMW nearly two decades later with 
the X5/6M’s and F10 M5. 
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The M8 Prototype is a car that represents BMW Motorsport 
at its absolute peak; during the early 1990′s when M GmbH 
had produced a couple of major successes with the E30 M3 
and E28 M5. They had another success in their hands with 
the M8, but it was to become a victim of timing – a car 
decades ahead of its time but undeniable in its nature and 
potential abilities. 
 

 
 
It’s a shame that BMW couldn’t find a means in which to 
bring the M8 to the masses. However, many know how it 
would have probably gone. A global recession and the 
debut of the most expensive BMW ever constructed would 
have resulted in dismal sales figures – even for a small 
production run of uber-exclusive cars. After the fall of 
residual values and used car values to lower levels, the M8, 
within a matter of a few short years, would be banished to 
the life of a garage queen – wheeled out by the anal 
retentive enthusiast only for the occasional car show or 
parade lap at the track. Indeed, the secondary market likely 
returning astronomical prices – not unlike the current state 
of the BMW 507. 
 

 
 
It is probable that BMW decided to pull the plug on the M8 
because of a similar economic situation with the BMW 507. 

That was the release of a sports car ahead of its time that 
culminated in catastrophic failure– where BMW lost 
substantial money on every one sold. But how do we know 
that this car wouldn’t have sealed the same fate, and been 
revered in a similar fashion as the iconic 507? 
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However, what’s good to know is that despite the ever-
present influence of economic trends, BMW continues to 
work on cars such as the M8. Cars that will push the 
envelope in terms of technology and performance, cars that 
will continue to set the bar higher and higher for any 
competition. Most importantly, it tells us that enthusiasts 
are still in charge at BMW M, and only good things 
automotive happen as a result of that. 

 
Notice the fellow V12′s in this photo; the Le Mans V12 LMR 
racecar (S70/3 powered) and V12 powered 700+bhp X5 Le 
Mans. BMW’s engineering team wanted to push the 
performance capabilities of the Sports Activity Vehicle– 
likely in development of the X5/ X6 M. 

 

As the M8 Prototype surfaced, photos and videos were 
taken right away. The video below was shot on an iPhone 4, 
but hopefully gives you an idea of what the M8 is like in 
person.  Nowadays, it is rumored that BMW is planning on 
releasing an actual M8 once again. This car will be launched 
in 2016 to celebrate the 100 year anniversary of BMW. The 
BMW M8 will use carbon fiber – aluminum chassis and 
body, and will definitely be a car worth waiting for. Rumors 
circulating around the vehicle suggest BMW has partnered 
with Lexus, and that the M8 will share its base with the 
Lexus LFA supercar. Supposedly, the M8 will share its 
platform and be based on the electric hybrid i8. Platform 
sharing will help to reduce production costs and aid the 
team in pursuit of a 2760-pound target weight. 

BMW boss Norbert Reithofer is not a fan of this proposed 
car, and the top boss could cancel the project at the last 
minute because the M8 doesn’t strictly comply  with BMW’s 
21st-century technology strategy, which focuses on 
alternative powertrains and smart connectivity. But the 
head of BMW M GmbH, Friedrich Nitschke, is very confident 
of the outcome. Unfortunately, almost no other information 
has been leaked about this car except that initial 
suggestions that said it would be powered by a twin-
turbocharged V8, producing around 600bhp. That would 
slash the 0-62mph sprint time to around 3.0sec, and give 
the ‘new’ M8 a 200mph top speed. Estimated target costs 
are argued to be in the €250,000 range and attempt to rival 
Audi’s R8 and Mercedes-Benz’ SLS AMG supercars. 
We will see if the 2016 M8 comes to fruition as rumored. 
Maybe it won’t be built because by 2016, the R8 will have 
been in production for almost a full decade! For all we 
know, this petrol powered i8 variant doesn’t have a spot in 
BMW’s modern, energy-efficient production line. 
 
One thing’s for sure– BMW has the critics guessing. 
Everybody wants to know what it will look like, and if it will 
even make it to production. At this point, it remains only 
folklore. Sound at all familiar? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtuVxi6hMqI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtuVxi6hMqI
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by Tom Jacobsmeyer 

 
 
This is the 25th Anniversary year for the 8 Series (E31) and 
the owners of the remarkable 8 Series partied all year long, 
around the world. It’s been a great year for the Anniversary 
and we’ve been pretty busy with events and parties in 
celebration of the cars’ inception. 

 
One major event, which actually occurred last year, was the 
approval of the E31 Chapter of the BMW CCA. This is the 
only non-geographic chapter in the Club and is a nod to the 
unique qualities and owner participation of the E31. 
 
Locally, SoCalEights held a BBQ birthday party with about 
thirty E31’s and 65 attendees for an afternoon of fun and 
camaraderie. There were also events, over the last few 
months, in Germany, Northern California and at the 
Zentrum in South Carolina, where an E31 Chapter member 
was invited to display his meticulously restored Alpina B12 
5.0 in the museum, the only example produced in 
Sterlingsilber. The car required a concerted effort to get it 
approved for import and then took 3 years to restore every 
nut and cadmium plated bolt to better than new condition. 
The invitation from the Zentrum Museum was a result of 
this inspired restoration. 

The SoCalEights 25th Anniversary BBQ & Celebration in 
September was a wonderful event. There were prizes for 
best car, raffles and t-shirts for sale. The 25th Anniversary 
logo was a big hit and the t-shirts also sold well all over the 
US and to overseas E31 owners. The camaraderie among 
the participants made for a great day and may result in the 
E31 birthday becoming another annual event for the group. 
We started the year (as always) with a Wrenchfest in 
February at EF1 Motorsport in Long Beach.  

Fab, the owner, graciously allows us use of his shop for 
repairs, upgrades and general tinkering. One owner pulled 
the entire rear end off to install new anti-sway bars. With 
help of other E31 owners the job was finished in one day. 
Others fixed sun roofs, tuned up using computer diagnostics 
and got some alignment checks from Fab. Along with the 
coffee, donuts and pizza it was a great day of ‘festing. Our 
next adventure was in support of one of our members who 
own a Swedish Pizza shop…yup, Swedish pizza, at Cutter’s 
Pizza in Tarzana. I have to say it was really beyond good and 
we plan to make a return trip next year. 
 
The Mullin Automotive Museum in Oxnard combined a 
caravan road trip and museum tour for our April event. The 

The Year of the Eight 
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Mullin featured an outstanding Bugatti show and included 
the Veyron and many other very rare Bugatti’s.  We learned 
a lot about the marquee and saw a 1925 Bugatti that had 
been at the bottom of a lake since the 1937…and looked 
like it. Bugatti was an innovative company that worked on 
many different engineering designs including a Bugatti 
airplane that could have flown at 500mph if it had been 
built.  There was a replica of this airplane in the museum 
and it looked as though it had been designed yesterday. The 
Museum was tremendous and we had an excellent turnout 
with seventeen E31’s for the caravan and lunch.   
 

 

 
Bimmerfest 2014 was the next stop with almost 20 cars 
participating. It was a busy day and as usual resulted in 
Bimmer overload. It’s almost impossible to see the many 
examples of BMW’s at the show but it was well worth the 
trip.  
 

 
 

 

 
Next we went Over-the-Ortega-Hwy in a July caravan. We 
tried to make the trip last year but were stopped halfway up 
the CHP due to a motorcycle crash at the summit. The CHP 
turned us around that day but we made it over in this year’s 
run.  
We gathered in Dana Point for coffee and chat before 
heading up to the Highway. It’s was a nice 34 mile winding 
run up and over and ended at Longboard’s Island Grill in 
Lake Elsinore for lunch.  The owner is a car guy and 
appreciated the support from the sixteen 8 Series cars that 
graced his parking lot. We were a bit later than the lunch 
crowd so our cars were pretty much the only ones in the lot, 
which developed into an impromptu car show for the locals. 
Another Wrenchfest in August (we always have two per 
year) was more of the same only more cars this time. 
 
The SoCal Vintage BMW Car Show in October was the first 
time the 8 Series had been invited to join the crowd. The 
E31 made its debut 25 years ago and thus qualified for the 
Vintage event. Two of our group won top prizes, voted by 
participants, which surprised us and the car owners. For a 
first time in attendance it was a treat to have these two cars 
voted “Best in Show” and “Best Modified” by the attendees. 
Lunch for the E31 group was brought in by Cutter’s Pizza 
and capped off a great afternoon. 
 

  


