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PRESIDENTIAL POINTS
Hi to All our FSC BMW CCA members;

   I am pleased to have been re-elected as your President for 2015. 
I look forward to making this the best year possible for all our 
members. We are attempting to create more events that will 
be interesting to our members. FSC BMW CCA is much more 
than just a “Car Club,” attend one event and you will immediately understand 
that statement. This Chapter of BMW CCA is made up of a diversified group 
of people with all types of interest whose greatest interest is to meet other 
people and to enjoy life.

   We are planning more joint events with our Naples/Fort Myers area members 
and trying to do some events where we can include those members located 
in what I have come to call “No man’s land” that area south of Sarasota and 
North of Naples. That area that is located too far to easily attend an event in 
either Tampa or Fort Myers. 

   Our goal is to include all our members’ interests. We are running a Flip/Flop 
fun rally on April 19th along with an FSC picnic.  The FSC autocross calendar is 
published on our FSC website, FSCBMWCCA.com  Our annual pilgrimage to 
Amelia Island will include a large group of our Naples/Fort Myers members 
along with our Tampa members. If you have not been to this event you need 
to put this on your “bucket” list. Amelia Island Concours’ is considered by 
many to show finest group of “Rolling Sculpture” on the east coast of the 
United States. Even if cars do not interest you the venue and the people alone 
are worth the trip. Check the FSC Events Calendar for show dates and hotel 
reservations for this event and all future events.
If you have an idea for some type of event that you think might be interesting 
please contact me I would be happy to try to make it happen.
Remember it is not about the cars . . . it is all about the people!

Regards,
Bob Ziegler, Florida Suncoast Chapter, President

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MARCH
13 - 15 Amelia Island Concours d’ Elegance
 Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island, Florida

18 - 21 63rd Annual 12 Hours of Sebring
 Sebring International Raceway

22 FSC BMWCCA Autocross #1
 7am - 12pm
 Brooksville-Hernando Airport 

APRIL

11 FSC BMWCCA Autocross #2
 7am - 12pm
 Brooksville-Hernando Airport 

19 FSC BMWCCA Fun Rally
 9am - 4pm
 John Chestnut Park, Palm Harbor, FL

MARCH - MAY 2015

FUTURE EVENTS

HAVE AN EVENT YOU WANT ADVERTISED?

CALL YOUR FRIENDLY FSC BMW CCA 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR OR FSC BOARD MEMBER 
TO HAVE YOUR EVEN INCLUDED IN THE NEXT 
NEWSLETTER OR ADDED TO THE CHAPTER 



HOLIDAY PARTY 2015 HOLIDAY PARTY
Hi to All FSC members and welcome to 2015!

   Well the 2014 FSC Holiday Parties are over and 
they were a huge success with well over 80 mem-
bers attending between the two parties. Stan Dale, 
from Naples Fort Myers, (your newly elected FSC 
VP.)  is writing an article on the Naples/Fort My-
ers Holiday event.

   The Tampa area event was held at Bascom’s 
Chop House. We held our event at this location a 
few years ago. I personally enjoyed this visit much 
better than the last time. The food was excellent. 
There was enough food for members who chose 
to go back for seconds and even thirds. The Hors 
d’ oeuvres   were great and there was plenty to go around. 

   We had a wonderful turn out with many new faces attending. We even had several guests of members 
who may become new FSC BMW CCA members because they had such a good time.
As usual we had to take care of some official FSC business as this event is also our annual meeting.
We had a moment of sadness as Phil Howe spoke to the passing of 
long time member and great guy Rob Berger. Phil did a very nice job 
of telling stories about him and Edd Weimar and others CCA member 
friendship with Rob and their passion with 2002’s. Rob’s wife Betty 
and son Andrew were in attendance. 

   Russ handed out revised FSC by-laws which were voted on and 
passed. We listed the 2015 FSC officers and Board members. The mu-
sic played . . . the Garvey’s preformed on the dance floor and a good 
time was had by all.

   It was decided at a board meeting earlier this year that we would 
change up the annual gift giving. I must say it turned out very well. 
Griots, Tire Rack, Reeves BMW, Ferman BMW, Sarasota BMW all 
donated gifts which were raffled off to attendees.
BUT the BIG WINNER was Dick Pollinger winning I think 4 gifts 
including the main prize a $500 gift certificate for a stay at the Don 
Cesar Hotel.

   If you are reading this but have never made the time to come out 
to an event make 2015 the year you do . . . you will meet great people 
and have a wonderful time.

Regards,



Last 30th Anniversary BMW M5 sold for $700,000 to Rick Hendrick
The 30th anniversary BMW M5 was auctioned off at the Barret 
Jackson auction and was sold to Rick Hendrick for $700,000.

Rick Hendrik is an owner of a NASCAR team and BMW dealership 
and has an affection for limited edition sports cars and collectors 
cars. The $700,000 goes to the “The Ultimate Driving Community 
. . . Building the Foundation” Capital Campaign of the BMW CCA 
Foundation, a campaign to raise funds for teen driver safety 
programs and the preservation of BMW history.

Mr. Hendrick is an avid car collector owning over 200 
cars in his North Carolina museum. “This baby’s going 
to go right beside the i8 in the museum. The only 
miles it’s going to get are in the truck (sending it from 
Arizona to North Carolina.),” says Hendrick.

IN THE NEWS

A New BMW Z4 Is Coming—Eventually.

Despite reduced demand, BMW wants to stay 
in the roadster business.
Last year, sales of the BMW Z4 dropped 13 
percent in the United States to 2,150 roadsters 
delivered. In Europe, BMW sold 5,300 Z4s, an 
11 percent decline. China is not a significant 
market for two-seat convertibles, since most 
Chinese buyers want luxury, comfort, air 
conditioning, and privacy. With a less-than-
rosy sales picture ahead, what will BMW do?
According to BMW head of development Klaus Fröhlich, the company wants to introduce 
a replacement for the Z4 by 2020. Production on the current E89 Z4 began in 2009, so 
if there is no new Z4 until 2020, it looks like the normal seven-year model lifespan won’t 
apply to the Z4 this time.
We know that BMW and Toyota have been partnering on a next-generation sports car—or 
something—for a few years now. Herr Fröhlich indicated to Automotive News Europe that 
the product of that collaboration would be a replacement for the Z4, and that there would 
be a roadster version, a coupe version, and perhaps even an M version. They said we 
might also see front- and rear-wheel drive models. If that’s the case, our advice is to sell 
the front-wheel drive models somewhere other than here.
BMW has already said that its partnership with Toyota has moved into the concept phase 
of development, so if the end product were to be a Z4, is it too much to ask that we soon 
see some indications that there exists somewhere a next-generation Z4 embryo?

Given the dwindling worldwide demand for the type, BMW roadster fans should be happy 
that the company is still positive on the type. “We have to realize that these segments are 
shrinking,” said Fröhlich. Customers in China “are not interested in roadsters,” which is 
important since China is the world’s largest automotive market.

Fröhlich added the words that ragtop lovers were waiting for, “I would like to see a Z4 
successor in this decade.” Not definitive, but enough to give hope.

The roadster’s decline in popularity is not limited to the Z4. According to Automotive News, 
Audi has reduced its sales forecasts for the TT. BMW Group has already announced it will 
cease production of the Mini Coupe and Mini Roadster.

Photo/Source Courtesy: bmwblog.com 

Top Gear host Jeremy Clarkson 
suspended by the BBC 

If you were looking forward to watching 
the latest episode of Top Gear this 
Sunday, we’re afraid we’ve got some bad 
news.

Apparently the episode won’t air after 
Jeremy Clarkson has been suspended 
by the BBC. According to the statement 
below released by the company, 

Clarkson “has been suspended pending 
an investigation” related to a “fracas with a BBC producer.”

Now for those of us Yanks unfamiliar with what the term “fracas” 
actually means, Merriam-Webster defines it as a “noisy argument or 
fight.” Whether that means Clarkson actually got physical with one of his 
superiors or underlings (a “producer” really could be either), or simply 
got into a heated verbal argument, we don’t know, and the BBC isn’t 
saying.

According to the network, “no one else has been suspended,” apparently 
including the producer with which Clarkson was quarreling.  However, 
later in the week news reports indicated that Clarkson was suspended after 
throwing a punch at a male producer. The incident happened a week ago, 
but wasn’t initially reported, and as soon as it was, Clarkson’s suspension 
was handed down. 

Sadly, the final three episodes of Top Gear Season 22 are on  indefinite 

hold.
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WELCOME TO OUR 
NEWEST MEMBERS

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND EACH AND 
EVERY EVENT AND SHARE YOUR PASSION FOR ALL 
THINGS BMW AND EXPLORE WHAT YOUR BMW CCA 
CLUB HAS TO OFFER.

Robert Atchinson
Simone Ching
Scott Cornwell
Srinivas Datla
Leon Davis
JoEllen Gordon
John Green
Michele Horwitz
Daniel Johns
James Koss
Clinton Moffatt
Roger Montembeault
JasoN Nastasi
Gil Neves
Darnell Riley
Charles Sheets
Sol Steadman
Javi Utreras
Mark Brady
Elaine Frey
Ralph Hudack

Jeffrey Kilpatrick
Ian McLaughlin
Cindy Passmore
Upendra Patel
Jodi Pree
Michael Webb
Victor Bartolomei
Spencer Crose
Steve Crose
Arthur Czyszczon
Dan Guenther
Giuliano Hazan
Juan Hernandez
Robert Nalepa
Michael Scheuer
Paul Vena
Jerry Wade
Julian Waits



i8
   After spending an hour climbing in and 
around this new and futuristic entry in the 
BMW stable – but not driving it – I still 
don’t know where it fits. Is it a full size sedan 
disguised as a sport coupe? Or the other way 
around? 

This is a big car. 
With back seats. 
That are largely unusable. 

   The 911 has the same issue, but the  Porsche doesn’t 
begin to pretend that anything, much less anyone, 
should attempt to take refuge back there – and no, I 
didn’t attempt to crawl into those seats. Notice I didn’t 
even bother to take a picture of them.   

   The front seats look comfy, no? They are, but it takes a 
bit of a steep learning curve to figure out how to maneuv  
er in and out of the car through the unique, hybrid gull-

wing doors with the steep door sill. For those of us who wear pants, it’s difficult enough. For those who  wear 
skirts? Well, it will be fun to watch! Once inside, the fit and finish and the seating position is pretty much what 
we have come to expect over the years from BMW. It fits and feels right.

   Since I wasn’t given the opportunity to drive the i8, I can’t comment on the power, handling or comfort. You 
can read the specs elsewhere on-line. The drive train is a complicated mish-mash of dual electric motors and 
a 3 cylinder turbo-charged engine with two different and independent transmissions (I did say complicated), 
which combined give very good speed specs (0 – 60 under 4 seconds and a top speed of 155), but rather 
pedestrian electric eco numbers – 22 mile range, full electric. This car represents the “mostly” in the title of 
this article.  

   Storage is ridiculous. Actually, for a car this size, I find it almost inexcusable. No storage in front at all, 
where there is no engine, just one of the electric motors 
slung low in the chassis. Under the hatch in back is a tiny 
storage bin good for a couple of brief cases. Bags? They 
have to find room in those small rear seats. 

   So, I’m still at a loss. BMW has created a beautiful piece 
of rolling art; a statement product. I just don’t know why 
you would buy one. Because it’s electric? I’d buy an i3 
first. Besides, it’s more of a hybrid. At $130,000+, I don’t 
know where its competition might lie. Oh, wait…

  BMW had release showings for the i3 and i8 this year (2014). The i3 dealer promotion in the late spring 
included an extended demo drive while the i8 dealer showing during the first week of September did not. 
So we could only be lookie-loos for the i8. I guess with a sold out production run BMW NA didn’t feel the 
need to cater to the unwashed masses – and it showed. The i3 promotion was a well attended all day affair 
with refreshments provided. The i8? The car was in the showroom. It was unlocked. There you go. I think 
there were five of us in attendance looking at the car for the hour I was there – and four (of the five) traveled 
together. To round out this electric review, I was able to schedule a test drive in the Tesla Model S in mid-June 
on virtually vacant back roads in Sarasota County.

i3
   Evan the most nascent motorhead has a working idea of what torque (or ‘torques’ as they say on what 
is now my second favorite BBC program – have any of you seen Orphan Black yet?) brings to the driving 
equation. So, going in, you have an inkling of what to expect when pushing down on the accelerator. Still, it’s 
like a sudden and surprising gift when you actually experience it. The difference, of course, is that you get all 

of the torque at basically 0 RPM, and it just keeps on 
giving as you roll down the road. It is a cool and heady 
experience, even in the i3 (6.9 sec – 0 to 60). 

      The regenerative braking is an interesting technological 
do-dad. Cruising at 55 mph in light traffic on a 4 lane 
parkway, I was able to slow and come to a complete 
stop at a traffic light without engaging the left pedal 
and normal braking; all the while generating (storing?) 
electrical energy for future use. About that energy, in 
spirited driving you can expect to get 65 to 75 miles 
on a tank of electrons; making the “Range Extender” 
option $3900 well spent. This 2 cylinder gas generator 
extends the range to about 160 miles. Not bad, but it is 

not renewable forever simply by stopping for gas every 70 miles or so (after the first 160). At some point you 
will have to pay the piper and stop for a full, overnight charge. Plus, you lose significant pulling power and 
top speed with the petrol two-banger helping out, and this gas “charger” replaces the electrical charge at a 
decreasing rate. 

   Still, for a mostly electric vehicle, it has a lot going for it. If you can get past the looks – some people hate it, 
some like it. I’m intrigued by the looks and especially like the mat finish interior wood trim. The car is much 
bigger than you imagine as you approach it - a true 4 passenger car with more than adequate room in the rear 
seats, at least equal to the Mini Copper (new version). And it has four doors, which is more than you can say 
about the i8 (below).

   I’m told that spirited handling will tax the i3 since Car and Driver measured a .82g turn and that the car 
will push with understeer when overloaded. I only tried reasonable maneuvers on the road and found the car 
lively with a quick turn-in, low resistance skinny tires notwithstanding.  At $41K base and $45K out the door 
with the range extender (not optional in my opinion) you have a reasonable, environmentally clean BMW 
option. As long as you stay close to home. 

IT’S ELECTRIC (MOSTLY)
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Tesla Model S
   
   The Tesla at $70k base, $94K for the upgraded P85 
edition, and $120+ for the full blown upgrades (new 
for late 2014) and you have the car – actually, any 
of the three- that the i8 should have been. Roomy, 
four doors, all electric and 0 – 60 times rivaling (and 
beating) the best that can be had out there; this is a 
car to be reckoned with.  With Elon Musk sprinkling 
high-speed company charging stations at convenient 
distances along the interstate highway system, and 
an upgraded battery pack giving an honest 260 mile 
range (300 claimed); you have a true electric luxury 
performance car capable of real world distances.  

   I got to drive one. Holy moley! Remember that 
torque experience I mentioned above? Multiply 
that times ten! The acceleration snaps you back 
in your seat…and keeps you there until you let up 
or reach speeds where diminishing returns begin to factor in the equation, 
which is well past 80mph. I didn’t look; I was running out of road. Torque 
is an intoxicating thing in a car like this. More like a drug (not that I would 
know what that’s like!). You just want more, and for the most part, the Tesla 
gives it to you. I’m sure there is math that will tell us (and I’m not the one to 
ask), but the relationship between instant torque and acceleration begins to 
drop off somewhere beyond the MPH halfway point of the top speed (155). 
By the time you notice this effect, you are flirting with speeds you have no 
legal right to explore.

   Unlike the i8, the Tesla has loads of storage. Up front is a trunk similarly 
shaped and a bit bigger than what you would find in a 911. Around back is a 
HUGE trunk. The back seats are spacious and comfortable – and accessible! 

   The primary dashboard display is multifunctional and can be split into 
many sections to provide information for a multitude of services and on 
board equipment. Or it can be used as a huge, single display; quite useful for 
GPS navigation. 

   Obviously, I was quite impressed with my short exposure to this vehicle. 
I am also a big fan of Elon Musk and his many innovations and endeavors 
– especially his space launch and orbital services company SpaceX. Some 
business analysts feel he has a long road ahead of him to maintain Tesla as a 
viable car manufacturer and feel Tesla may be better suited as an electric car 
battery and charger supplier in the long term. If that turns out to be 
true, here’s hoping BMW figures out a way to be an early partner 
with Musk in developing real world electric parts and infrastructure 
for a healthy electric vehicle market for the future.  

Story & Photo Courtesy: Russ Garvey

The black P 85 and red S

   Crusin’ at the Capitol in Down Town Clearwater was a big success with over 200 cars in 
attendance. It was a free car show and live concert sponsored by Ruth Eckerd Hall and the 
Capitol Theater Sunday February 15th, with the screening of the movie Bullitt afterwards. 
There was even a 1968 Hemi Dodge Charger and a 67 Mustang Fastback parked close to the 
theater entrance similar to the ones in the movie driven by Steve McQueen.

   Tickets to the movie got you 
access to the Capital Theater’s 
balcony and roof top terrace 
where you could look out over 
the crowd of people dancing in 
the street to the live music while 
enjoying a free cold beverage and 
appetizers.

- Frank Mann

 

CRUSIN’ AT THE CAPIToL
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FORSCHUNG UND TECHNIK
The app itself has been around for a while as we all know but the app being on the watch was 
seen again during the 03/09 Apple event.

From the web:

Apple has reintroduced to the public the Apple Watch. Going on sale on April 24, with pre-orders 
beginning April 10, the highly awaited gadget opens a new market for the Cupertino-based com-
pany, both in hardware and software. The Apple Watches range from $349 to the ultimate gold 
watch at around $15,000.

During the event today, Apple has placed an emphasis on the apps for the Apple Watch which 
aim to both improve our life quality and drive sales to the company. BMW was also briefly fea-
tured during the event with the BMW i Remote App. The popular app for the new BMW i3 and i8 
is available today on the iPhone, but it will soon transition to the Apple Watch as the first 

Just like the iPhone version, the i Remote watch app will give insight into the car charging sta-
tus, as well as performing functions like pre-conditioning the car and battery, locking the doors, 
flashing the headlights, honking the horn, setting pre-defined departure times and finding nearby 
charging stations.

And for giggles, it even tracks your car on a map.

The BMW i Remote App for Apple Watch is free of charge and itis expected to be available soon 
in the App Store.

Photo/Source Courtesy: bimmerpost.com

FSC NAPLES - FT MYERS
FSC Members Sweep BMW Trophies

at Third Annual TSWFL’s B.I.G. European Sports and Collector Car Show
 
FSC members turned out in force on March 1st to support the Third Annual 
British, Italian and German, (B.I.G.) European Sports and Collector Car 
Show, sponsored by Triumphs of Southwest Florida.

The show featured vintage and 
modern British, Italian and German 
autos.  Participants and Spectators 
voted for their favorite cars within 
each class and for Best Car in Show.

 FSC members Bruce Baker (Cape 
Coral), Frank Mann (Tampa) and 
Stan Dale (Villages of Estero),  swept 
all BMW trophies (1st, 2nd & 3rd).  
Other FSC members showing were 
Jim Baker, Mike Griffis and Mark 
Williamson.  New member recruiting 
was in full swing as FSC added two 
new member families to the rosters.
 
Many thanks to Dennis McKinley, 
President of Triumphs of Southwest 
Florida for expanding the show this 
year to include BMW, Mercedes and Porsche.

Story & Photo Courtesy: Stan Dale/Frank Mann
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Early German E24 ad or 
webung as spoken in 
Deutsch...

Translated: ‘Outside the 
levelness’.

HAVE A COMMENT OR SUGGESTION FOR A 
STORY OR JUST WANT TO SPEAK YOUR MIND?  
SEND THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR AN E-MAIL 

AT: M3NTAL88@YAHOO.COM


