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intended to serve as a means of communication highlighting 
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whole may be reproduced without the written permission of 
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All submissions are subject to editing for space constraints, style, 
and editorial consistency and must include name and phone 
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Any address or email changes should be submitted to the 
Suncoast BMW CCA President or Secretary to ensure timely 
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PRESIDENTIAL POINTS

First Name Last Name State First Name Last Name City State

Trish Alvarez FL David Martin Ocala FL
Ray Banicki FL Michael Moliterno Spring Hill FL
Claude Beaumont FL Fred Monaghan Moncton NB
Joyce Bezjian FL Mike Mooney Gulfport FL
Kathy Bradley FL Olga Phillips Bradenton FL
Richard Corriero FL Douglas Pierce Indian Shores FL
Michael Daley FL Solomon Plange Palm Harbor FL
Alexander Dmitryukov FL Carl Puckhaber Spring Hill FL
Robert Duelks FL Dan Quenzer Summerfield FL
Edward Garver FL Patrick Rice Boca Grande FL
Keith Glaser FL Luis Rodriguez St. Petersburg FL
Joshua Gregoire FL Debra Santoro Seffner FL
Peter Kauffmann FL John Santoro Seffner FL
J. Kibbey FL Allan Thiessen Osprey FL
Michael Lambert FL James Wallace Palm Harbor FL
Rick Lovell FL Matt Whigham Lutz FL
Kevin Lynch

City

Bonita Springs
Sarasota
Spring Hill
Davenport
Cape Coral
Naples
Tampa
North Fort Myers
Naples
Land O Lakes
Tampa
Saint Petersburg
Sarasota
Sarasota
Estero
Odessa
Lithia FL Wayne Willoughby Lutz FL

Yeah, that’s me on my Air Force Jeep at about 3 years old.  Obviously, 
I’ve been a car guy for a long, long time!   
A few years ago, I purchased my ‘08 550i from a well know BMW dealer 
in Charlotte, North Carolina.   Prior to the purchase I had scoped out 
several 550is that met my “like-to-have” list.  The NC car was not the 
closest, but the extras exceeded my wants.  I came away with really- 
good purchase experience.  An experience I continue to talk about. 

At our regular June meeting in Tampa, myself and several other members were talking about our purchase 
experiences with a few of the BMW Dealerships in our chapter area, 10 in all.  As I drove home it occurred to 
me that chapter members experience a broad range of quality when it comes to customer service 
from dealership to dealership.  Duh!  So, in the coming issues we will begin highlighting BMW Dealerships that 
seem to get it right!   Whether acquiring a new, lease or CPO, doesn’t the logo command a higher-quality 
experience?  
European Deliveries 
In this issue, enjoy reading about Drs. Doug & Doris Bernstein’s European delivery.  If you don’t know, or have 
not checked out the details of a Euro Delivery, let Doug & Doris’ experience light your fire.  In our Q4 edition, 
we will feature members Hans-Joachim & LaDonna Krenz European delivery.  Enjoy! 
Take-Away 
It takes as much energy to deliver poor customer service as it does high quality customer service!   Just sayin’! 

New Members
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The Primary display area incorporated all 
e24’s, e31’s and e9’s. In 2014, SESF officially 
opened judging categories for the e31 8-series 
and e9 CS coupe. All registered  BMW’s that did 
not fall into the primary categories were still 
included, displayed and eligible for the People’s 
Choice and crusty award.  

SESF History 
Southeast Sharkfest began as an annual, weekend-long BMW gathering, focused primary on one of 
BMW's most beautiful, classic automobiles: The BMW 6 series. 

With a production run of 14 years, the 6-series 
was the premier touring coupe of the 
1980's (produced from 1976 to 1989). The 
6 series body was offered in various forms 
ranging from the original carbureted 630Cs to 
the M6 and M635CSi supercars (of their time). 
The full e24 model lineup includes 
the 628CSi, 630CS, 633CSi, 635CSi, L6, M6 
and Euro M635CSi. In 2004, the 6-series 
was re-introduced with all the form and 
function of a modern luxury vehicle.  With a 

sexy redesign in 2013, the modern restatement of the big coupe is still produced to this day. 

In 2014, Southeast Sharkfest was happy to welcome into the fold the e9 CS and e31 8-Series and introduced 
specific judging classes for these chassis. 

Southeast Sharkfest hosts owners of rare and beautiful vehicles to an atmosphere of common interest where 
discussions all things BMW take place. Although historically "six-centric," registration is open to ALL models of 
BMW's.

COVER PAGE FEATURE 

SESF and CCA Members gather to celebrate the "Big Coupe" in 
the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains at Chateau Élan in 
Braselton, GA.

2017 marked the 15th anniversary of Southeast Sharkfest! With 
some close-by touring roads, this beautiful resort Concours. The 
Inn at Chateau Élan offered a perfect  location for registration.

Southeast Sharkfest 2017 at Chateau Élan 
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Additional Sharkfest Pictures

QUARTERLY  FINANCIAL REPORT
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Jun 27, 17ASSETS
Current Assets

8,593.37
Checking/Savings
     Checking at Bank of America -
Total Checking/Savings 8,593.37

8,593.37
8,593.37

Total Current Assets TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Equity

2,948.68Retained Earnings 
Net Income 5,644.69

8,593.37Total Equity

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 8,593.37

9:23 AM
06/27/17
Accrual Basis

FSCBMW
Balance Sheet

As of June 27, 2017



Living and Driving Vicariously… 
By: Frank Mann, VP- FSC BMW CCA 

I started writing this note with intents of just passing on some photos that I recently received. As I 
proofread, I realize I have opened a door not intended.   For that I apologize.  

It seems everyone I know is rubbing my nose in it lately.  First I get a note from one of the local Café Racers 
(Car & Coffee group in Tampa area) that he cannot make the meeting because he is driving in the Targa 
Tasmania Rally.   Said Racer just returned with photos of his trip. Everyone oooo’d and ahhh’d.    Next I get 
an email from another guy - Peter - who says he cannot make the meeting because he is at the Mille 
Miglia Rally. Peter sent this photo because he knows I love vintage BMW’s.  

To top it off I did an article about this year’s Targa Florio 
and a club member from Ocala sends me two photos of his 
car he drove in this year’s race (the race I just did the 
article on) which just so happens to be the same car he 
drove in the 2012 Mille Miglia. (1954 Ermini 1100 
Sport) which leads me to conclude, living on the 
beach (or within sight of it) in Florida, is not exactly 
living the cave man life – but this month I seem to 
be living life vicariously through the eyes of others.    

It is great to have friends, who while sitting at a street 
side café in some old-world country, sipping coffee, 
watching classic speedsters go by think…” Wow I bet 
Frank would love a photo of that 1930’s BMW.”   Or folks 
you just met at a car show sending you email updates of 
their once-in-a-life-time adventure as it unfolds.  

It is rewarding when other car club members reach out to share an 
experience or to send intoxicating photos of a vintage open air car making 
its way around a shore-lined mountain road. All of this from various 
friends - old and new - all living within an hour of me and at the same time a 
world away. I once met another gentleman while on vacation in Argentina 
who had organized a similar 2,000 kilometer tour from Buenos Aires to the 
tip of Patagonia along the spine of the Andes. This event caters to various 
sports cars flown in from all over Europe and the USA. I have a standing 
invitation to participate in this race… and my mechanic… who has 
indicated on many occasions that his bags are packed… is ready to take my 
Argentine friend up on his invitation.  Nowadays it is becoming easier to do 
such tours – ironically because of the growing difficulty to obtain insurance 
in some of these countries for your personal car!  Tour companies like 
Velocity Tours, Inc., (I met Cettina and Giovanni at the B.I.G. Car Show 
recently in the Ft Myers/Naples area), make it easier to tour Europe. 
Velocity Tours organize custom car tours of Northern Italy, France and 
Germany where you map out a route you want to take and they organize all 

the stops with hotels and meals provided virtually turn key.  You then select from a list of new or vintage exotic 
cars for one that you would like to drive while on the tour and it is there waiting for you at the hotel 
when you arrive. The tour company is there to assure all the arrangements are made where ever you stop 
or to provide road side assistance should you experience problems along the route. Once the tour is 
over you simply hand them the keys and fly home.  (See Velocity Tours article elsewhere in this edition). 
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While doors have been opened allowing me a 
glimpse inside, for now I will be content with an 
occasional trip to the North Georgia/North 
Carolina mountains in my 1973 BMW 2002/M2 with 
a few BMW CCA friends with similar desires and 
circumstances.  

I have traveled extensively throughout the world 
early-on in life and now that I am retired I find 
I do not have the normal urges that most 
of my friends have for travel.  With 
maybe one exception… should there be 
that one such car tour through an exotic 
land… my car and my mechanic Jim, 
are standing ready should that occasion present 
itself – a fact he reminds me of regularly! 

Did You Know
By: Carol Villar, FSC Secretary & WebMeister

Click on an FSC event you would like to attend RSVP'ing is simple as filling out 
your name, email address, # attending, optional comments area... and an easy 
math question. RSVP'ing is important and helps the event planner know who is 
attending and how to plan amenities. Why the math question? This is to 
prevent hackers and spambots from attacking our site and diminishing our 
resources. FSC in the process of trying to eliminate this question while 
providing protection for our site, so if in the future you don’t see it – you’ll 
know we have succeeded!

CAROL VILLAR and husband MARIO reside in the Cape Coral area and are active 
in the Naples/Ft Myers FSC BMW CCA. Carol holds multiple positions within 
FSC including: Secretary and WebMeister.  

Easily find all Upcoming Events on the Calendar menu! Simply 
drill down to discover event categories through the drop down 
menu. We have FSC and non-FSC events on our calendar. All  FSC 
events are preceded with “FSC” in the event name. Additionally, 
all web pages containing a side bar also list upcoming events as 
shown below!

FRANK MANN serves as FSC Vice President and is an avid car enthusiast.  Frank resides in Pinellas 
County and is active in the Greater Tampa area with FSC BMW CCA.  FRANK Hosts the monthly FSC 
Chapter meeting on the Second Monday of the month.

How do I RSVP?
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The Wonderful World of Der Welt
or 

EUROPEAN DELIVERY3 EXPERIENCE 
By: Doug and Doris Bernstein

We recently sent Stan a photo of Doris taking delivery of her new 330i at 
the BMW Welt in Munich, and he asked if we would describe our 

would not be too excited to sleep. Wrong. We arrived by taxi at 
the BMW Welt at 7:50am for our 8:20 delivery appointment. This 
is the tornado-shaped structure that you have seen in the 
Roundel magazine and other places. It is adjacent to both the 
BMW factory and museum (the latter of which we have never 
visited because of time constraints). At the vast entry area 
filled with examples and displays of some of BMW’s latest 
vehicles and technology, we were greeted by very friendly staff 
who  took our bags to a  storage area for eventual  delivery to our 

car. They directed us to the elevator that would take us to the third-floor reception area which, by the 
way, was just redesigned and upgraded in honor of BMW’s 100th anniversary. There we were met by a 
young woman who escorted us to one of about a dozen registration desks (at that hour, only one other 
sleep-deprived couple was there). 

For the next 15 minutes, we signed a lot of papers acknowledging that, yes, our house could be taken away if 
we did not pay for the car. Then she explained all the material in the document package 

that  we would be taking with us as we drove the car back to Paris for drop-off and 
shipment to Naples. Some of this material, such as the temporary European 
registration certificate and the insurance policy, were familiar, but this time we 
also received a list of the countries which require non-residents to buy window 
stickers prior to entry. No one could explain what these stickers were for other 
than to lighten our wallets (the one for Austria was only 9 euros, but the  

one for Switzerland was 40), so the best we can surmise is that they charge tourists a fee 
for using their—incredibly good—roads without having paid any taxes to build them. 

We then had about an hour before Stefan, our personal assistant, would 
arrive to introduce the car and explain  all the new technology, 
first through a high-tech presentation via a monster video screen in a 
special orientation area and then at the car itself. We made good use of 
that hour at the breakfast buffet in a lounge area overlooking the lower 
floors of der Welt. 

The actual delivery was wonderful, as always.  After the digital introduction 
to the car, Stefan escorted us to a balcony overlooking the delivery area.  There she was, and at a touch 
of a button on Stefan’s iPad, the car began to rotate on a turntable under a spotlight. 

After a considerable amount of ooh-ing and ah-ing and the taking of photos and videos, we walked down a 
flight  of  stairs and spent  the  next  45  minutes  going  through  all  the  bells and whistles, including a greatly 

experience there for the Chapter newsletter. This is the result, and we hope you find it interesting. It was our 
third European delivery experience (the first two were in 2009 and 2011), so although we skipped the factory 
tour this time, we will describe that element of the program as we remember it.

We had already been in Paris since early May because Doris is doing some teaching there, so on Sunday, May 
21st, we took a train to Munich, checked into our hotel, had a late dinner and went to bed in the hope that we 
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improved navigation system.  Before doing so, however, Stefan opened the hood, hooked up a set of jumper 
cables, and connected them through a harness to a power outlet hidden in the floor. This was to ensure 
that, when we drove away, the battery would still be fully charged despite the power-draining 
demonstrations. He also affixed a sticker to the windshield certifying that the car meets European Union 
emission standards.  

At some point during the process, two attendants showed up with our luggage, which they loaded into the 
trunk and then gave us a beautiful hardbound commemorative book about the history of BMW. 

Our heads were swimming at about this time, so we left the car with 
Stefan who had it taken to the valet parking area under 
the building and suggested that we visit the BMW souvenir shop 
where we had a voucher for a discount on anything we bought that 
day. It was there, too, that Doris’s name was engraved on the 
beautiful stainless steel key fob she had received as part of the 
delivery ritual. By the time we left the shop, we were the proud 
owners of a BMW umbrella, a BMW double USB port for connection 
to the cigarette lighter, a BMW polo shirt, and a couple of t-shirts to 
be given as gifts to friends in Paris. 

Now rewind to 2011, because during that delivery it was at this point that we took the factory tour.  We met a 
guide and the rest of our tour group in a small auditorium where, as I recall, we watched a short video and got 
an overview of what we were going to see.  Then we walked across a bridge from Der Welt to the factory and 
were shown how and where the cars are made, starting in an area where giant rolls of steel were being cut 
into pieces for various body panels. From there we moved along to places where we could see parts being 
shaped by dozens of robots, all working in unison, and followed a line of chassis being conveyed overhead and 
ultimately reaching an assembly floor where a combination of robots and humans were turning all the various 
parts into what was beginning to look like cars.  The only thing we were not allowed to see was the painting 
process. Instead, we were ushered into a room where videos of the less-secret aspects of the process were 
shown (we were not allowed to take photos of anything in the factory). Finally, we reached the area where 
they finished vehicles came off the assembly line and were being given their preliminary operational tests. 
The tour took about an hour, and it was incredibly impressive. The emphasis on quality was 
evident throughout, and it just reinforced our understanding of why BMWs are, as they say, the Utimate 
Driving Machine. There was a lot of climbing and descending of stairs on the tour, so when it was over, we 
were more than ready to return to Der Welt for lunch in one of its three restaurants.  

Now, back in the present delivery: After we had bought out the shop, it was nearly 11:00 a.m. and time to 
head for Salzburg, so we went to the reception area near the front door and handed in our valet ticket.  In five 
minutes, Doris’ beautiful new 330i was brought around by two attendants who handed it over to us 
with many handshakes and auf wiedersehens and off we went, guided by Lorelei (Doris’ name for the GPS 
voice) directly to the front door of our hotel.   

Most of the drive was on autobahns, and those of you who have driven them will 
appreciate my chagrin when, just as in the previous deliveries, I had been reminded 
to keep my speed under 100mph during the break-in period.  I did so, of course, but 
on those stretches of road without speed limits, on a beautiful day such as it was, 
and with so relatively little traffic, the temptation to be a bad boy was strong.  
And there  were  many  bad boys out there!   At one point, as I was happily passing a 
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truck at about  95 mph,  I noticed a tiny black  dot in the  rear view  mirror.  In the next two seconds that 
it took me to check the nav informatflashing his lights and not looking happy. ion on the head-up display, 
the little black dot became a guy in a 5-series right on my bumper.   One reason for this annoyance is the 
incredible 



lane discipline normally shown by drivers in Germany and Austria.  Virtually everyone returns to the right lane 
after passing (I would have done so, too, of course, but I had an 18-wheeler on my right when Herr 5-series 
arrived). This they do even when the next vehicle to be passed is just a hundred yards ahead.  The result is 
that you never find yourself spending 20 minutes in the passing lane behind a two-mile queue led by some 
jerk in a Prius who is overtaking a pack of trucks at a differential speed of 0.44 mph. In fact, the most 
dangerous drivers we saw on the autobahns this time were truckers from Eastern Europe who seem to take 
enormous pleasure in pulling into the passing lane just as you are about to pass and then imitating that Prius 
driver.

But I digress, and I have rambled on long enough. We hope you found our experience interesting and that if 
you have not yet had the chance to visit Der Welt, it will stimulate your interest in doing so. 

DOUG AND DORIS BERNSTEIN reside in Lee County and are active in the Naples/Ft Myers area 
with FSC BMW CCA. 

“Going Green” means to pursue practices that lead to
environmental & ecological friendly lifestyle decisions. 

For Florida Suncoast BMW CCA > Going Green means confirming your 
delivery of CCA Newsletter is via electronic (email) verses U.S.(snail) Mail. 

To confirm your CCA account setting indicates “email” 

go to https://www.bmwcca.org/manage-account

Email Preferences and Demographics > 

Select “E-mail” >
Scroll down and click “UPDATE” 

There you GO……You’ve Officially gone Green!        Thanks for your help! 
Photo Credit: petrolicious.com | Andrey Smazhilo

You can find a complete tutorial on how change your preference to at  http://fscbmwcca.com/go-green/

Log in > 
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My Favorite BMW
By Michael Clark 

My favorite BMW is one I currently own and originally leased new in 
2006 from Ferman BMW in Palm Harbor, Florida. It is a 2006 M 
Roadster that is a blend of performance components from the E46 
M3 mated into an E85 Z4 chassis. It is my third Z model BMW.  The 
color is Imola red (an M color) with Imola red M embossed 
Nappa leather seats and carbon fiber look black leather dash 
trim. There have been only 24 produced in this color and trim 
combination in the 3 years of production of 3,041 units for the 
North American market.  

The day I took delivery this car met all 
my expectations.  The seats fit me like a custom leather glove.  The main reason 
for acquiring this car was to have a moderately priced, high performance, 
reasonably comfortable, and well equipped roadster to which it has met that 
standard brilliantly.

The  motor  is  an  S54  straight  six  found   on  the  E46  M3  model.    Horsepower 
maximum is 330 at 7,900 rpm with 262 ft-lb of torque at 4,900 rpm. 
Combined with a curb weight of 3,270 pounds, this engine/chassis combination has a very good 
horsepower to weight ratio resulting in a fast (for 2006) zero to sixty time of 
4.7 seconds.  The M competition drilled rotor brakes haul it down in a short distance. Surprisingly, the 
six speed close ratio manual transmission  (the only transmission available  in a Z4  based M Roadster) is a 
GS6-37DZ  from the E90 320d with sixth gear as an overdrive. Handling is superb with 

50/50 weight distribution, M3 suspension components, hydraulic 
rack and pinion steering (as opposed to the standard Z4 electric) and a 
strut brace that I added. The ASC is M specific and doesn’t kick in as 
soon as a standard BMW. The variable lock limited slip differential 
helps to keep traction to the maximum potential but it is still 
relatively easy to spin the rear wheels without traction control engaged.  

Even today with all the beautiful exotic performance cars that exist, I 
have had people on the street compliment me on the looks of the car, 
particularly with the top down. This is not a car where you can remain 

inconspicuous.  I have  taken the  Roadster on many  trips over 300 miles and f ound it to be a suitable road car 
for me with sufficient room in the trunk for weekend luggage for two.  There is minimal wind buffeting with 
the top down after adding a rear Plexiglas wind screen.  

After almost 11 years of driving the Roadster I still look forward to putting the top down, getting in, starting 
it up, and taking off for a spirited drive with some wind in my hair and sun on my face. I still enjoy shifting 
the gears manually providing a control over the car that no automatic transmission can match in my 
experience, including the SMG/DSG/PDK transmissions. I look forward to listening to the sound of the 
screaming straight six as it approaches the 8,000 rpm redline and approaching each turn as a challenge to be 
met. At some point, I will pass it on to a younger person that can appreciate one of the last great 
roadsters made. Until then, I will continue to enjoy the experience as often as I can.  

MICHAEL CLARK resides in the Palm Harbor area and is active in the Tampa area with FSC BMW 
CCA.  Mike currently serves as member of the Board of Directors. 
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History is FUN-damental… 
By: Russ Garvey 

… Especially BMW history, and specifically, the local kind we have here on the west coast of Florida.  Being 
a member of BMW CCA for 28 years now (has it really been that long!) and active in Florida since 1999 I’ve 
bumped into quite a few characters, movers-and-shakers, road-racing roustabouts and other assorted Blau 
mit Weiß, Bavarian boosters over the years. As is always the case, some of these people have been an integral 
part of what makes the Florida Suncoast Chapter “go,” quite a few have become good friends, while a select 
number have made their mark in a significant way – splashing in the deep end of the history of our Chapter.  

Alan Barnes, until recently, held the mark as the longest serving active member. His story goes way back to the 
days when we were based in Orlando as the first Florida Chapter. Alan has, at one time or another, occupied 
most of the seats of power in the Chapter and was instrumental in splitting and moving the “charter” to 
Tampa.  

Carlos Diaz-Estrada’s name is familiar to many of us, holding many of the officer positions back in the 1990’s 
before moving on to South East Region VP, where he represented our Chapter well and, in my mind, elevated 
our status on the BMW Chapter totem pole during his 10-year tenure in the role.    

Jim Ringold got involved in the mid ‘90’s and served as president for four years. But his real contribution 
was taking over responsibility to organize and run the Corral for the 24-Hours of Sebring… until, eventually, 
the cost outstripped FSC’s ability to be the primary funding source and organizer of this very popular 
regional event. Jim performed yeoman’s work at Sebring for FSC for over 15 years.    

But, during my tenure at least, there has been only one person who has been active in a variety of roles 
for FSC on a continuous basis. Since the (late ‘80’s?) early ‘90’s, Phil Howe has been the go-to guy for a lot of 
activities and events at FSC. He was the Chapter president when I showed up in 1999 and  he was equally
responsible with Jim Ringold for the 
smooth running of our Sebring Corral. 
He was also a constant presence on 
either the Executive Board or as an At-
Large Member until 2014, a tenure that 
has not been equaled by anyone, in 
my memory.  More than once I’ve heard 
this said while discussing who 
might be “convinced” to take on a task 
for the Chapter, “Oh let’s just ask Phil.”

More importantly for Judi and me, Phil 
(and Terry) have joined that group of 
FSC’ers that we count as life-long  
friends. In  fact,   since  I   organized   a   trip   
to  Cape  Canaveral  back in (2005?),  we  four

legacy that connects the new to the old. Maybe in 20 years’ time someone will be writing about the 
long contribution from a member of this Board; a contribution that connects us to who we were and 
where we’ve been and continues the story to where we’re going. 
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have been frequent World and US travelers. We’re heading back to the Outer Banks of North Carolina for 
half the month of September this year. Road trip!  frequent World and US travelers. We’re heading back to 
the Outer Banks of North Carolina for half the month of September this year. Road trip!  

Phil’s recognition is one that is long overdue. And I’m more than happy to be the one to fulfill this obligation. 
There are others I could mention who have done their bit for our Chapter – and who I also count as friends – 
but these four represent an unbroken chain of leadership and stewardship that stretches from the 
beginning in 1976 until 2014.  

Who’s that old woman… Oh, wait that's Phil Howe  have joined 
that group of FSC’ers that we count as helping out at the 
autocross!"
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RUSS AND JUDI GARVEY reside in the Sarasota area and are active in the Tampa area with FSC 
BMW CCA.  Russ has held multiple positions within FSC including: President; Vice 
President; Board of Director; and Director of Motorsports.  Russ unofficially serves as the Chapter 
Historian and Governance Guru. 

Judi and Russ quaffing a few 
with long-time friend & Chapter 
member Phil Howe by the River 

Thames in London, 2016. 

By now you’ve probably heard the good news: Oktoberfest is moving from July to November! O'Fest 
2017 has now been rescheduled for October 31 through November 4.

We will still be visiting the fantastic city of New Orleans, but now we’ll enjoy temperatures a full 
twenty average degrees cooler, more track resources, an expanded concours event, and much 
more! Although this change does present challenges, the opportunities it gave us for a bigger and 
better Oktoberfest were too great to turn down. We are already working with current registrants to 
accommodate any inconveniences―and getting great feedback. It seems like Halloween in New Orleans 
is a definite attraction!

In a nationwide organization of 70,000 members strong, we cannot always accommodate all of the 
needs of every member. We're excited that this new opportunity aligns so well with member feedback 
and interests! Please stay tuned for updated announcements and schedules. 

Tue, 2017-05-23 13:19 / naterisch  /  Club News

Oktoberfest Moves To A Cooler Date!

 https://www.bmwcca.org/news/oktoberfest-moves-cooler-date

13

In 2017, I’m the only BOD member who stretches back to that time-period, everybody else is new – and that’s 
a good thing! But, that also puts our new Board on notice. It’s time for FSC to create a new historical legacy 
that connects the new to the old. Maybe in 20 years’ time someone will be writing about the long 
contribution from a member of this Board; a contribution that connects us to who we were and where we’ve 
been and continues the story to where we’re going.



DATE AND TIME

Sat, August 5, 2017
11:00 AM – 3:00 PM EDT
LOCATION

BMW CCA Foundation Museum 

190 Manatee Ct

Greer, SC 2965

DESCRIPTION

If you're a CCA Member, this collection belongs to 
you. Come see it.
On Saturday August 5, you and your CCA friends are invited to 
experience Heroes of Bavaria: 75 Years of BMW Motorsport. Your 
BMW CCA Foundation has assembled 22 exceptionally rare and 
legendary race machines for your viewing pleasure, in partnership with 
BMW of North America and private collectors from coast to coast.

AUG

05

You'll see them all, up close. Get acquainted with the 1937 BMW 328 Roadster that won at Zandvoort in 
1939. Peer into the cockpits of the Group 4 and 5 Racing CSLs, including winners at Daytona and 
Sebring. Look over the LeMans-winning V-12 LMR, the Williams FW-22 Formula One car, and the only 
factory-built CSL Rally Car in existence. Unless you visited the BMW 100th Anniversary exhibition at 
Laguna Seca last summer, chances are you've never seen this many BMW race cars in one shot.

You might just ausflippen. And you can take all the snaps and video you want. So much fodder 

for Facebook and Instagram. Don't blow it!

We're charging $20 per person ($10 for kids) for this experience. Here's why. Your BMW CCA 
Foundation is a nonprofit organization, and exists only through the generosity of its donors. Your 
admission fee will help to sustain the CCA Foundation Museum & Archive, and it will also help fund Tire 
Rack Street Survival, a national car-control training program for teenage drivers. We're grateful to you for 
your support, and we'll be excellent stewards of your investment.

You'll leave with something cool. Your admission fee includes a special Heroes of Bavaria collectible for 
you to take home. You'll love it...promise.

Heroes of Bavaria: CLUB MEMBER DAY on August 5!
by BMW CCA Foundation $10 – $20 

 Everglades Chapter - CLUB MEMBER DAY on Saturday, August 5 – FSC Members  Invited 

14





Historic Sportscar Racing
A Time Machine of Sights & Sounds 

Plan to join us for the 
SEBRING Classic 12 Hour Piston and Props 

The Classic 12 Hour at Sebring, will again be paying homage to the history 
surrounding Sebring International Raceway. The event known as the 
Classic 12 Hour Piston and Props presented by Alan Jay 
Automotive Network, will take place starting Thursday, November 
30, 2017 with Practice and Qualifying Sessions, the WeatherTech 
Sprint Races & BRM Endurance Challenge will take the track on Friday, 
December 1st, with the start of the Classic 12 Hour scheduled
to begin on Saturday, December2nd.
Vintage War Planes will be on display during the race weekend, parked in the 
paddock right alongside the race cars. Stay tuned for special announcements regarding the arrival 
and departure of the display planes. 

Touring information will be provided to all participants one 
week before the event.  Be sure to RSVP. 

CCA Members will enjoy Corral Parking on the hard-top in 
turns 15 and 16.   Members also will have access to the 
pits and other garage areas except when the track is “hot.”  

Members will do a Drive-On or Parade-Lap early on Saturday morning.   

Other benefits for CCA Members: 
• Enjoy race cars and airplanes display during lunch break.
• Coolers, with drinks and food are permissible, (no charge).
• The FSC Tent will be set-up, so bring your lawn chairs.
• FSC will be cooking Burgers and Dogs... No Charge…b ut please

RSVP.

Ticket Prices forthcoming…
watch for more information 

A weekend pass is available that allows you to leave and 
come back such as a hotel at night returning for the race the 
next day. 
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Tents, camping, and banners are all allowed for those that might want to do an overnighter. 

At this writing, local Sebring Hotels are running about $160 +/- per night.  If you think you might 
be interested in an over-night stay it is well worth the commitment to book now.  Rooms will be at a premium 
the closer we get to race date. 

 Chateau Elon (Trackside) is already sold out Inn on the Lake

 Other Various Marriott properties and chain hotels are in the area 

Ever have a question 
about your BMW but 
don’t know who to 

ask? 
Now you can Ask Gil

Gil is a rocket scientist that fell in love with BMWs long ago. 
Gil presides over Shop Operations in his family 

owned/operated Prestige Foreign Car 
Repair. He  holds  certifications  with ASE, Bosch,
EFI University, Standard Motors and serves on the
Curriculum Advisory Committee with  Fort Myers
Technical College. 
Gil has professionally worked since 2002 as a 
successful auto technician, car builder, 
fabricator, tuner and consultant. Gil’s 

craftsmanship spans SEMA show cars, race, 
antique, custom cars and daily drivers. As an 

underscore to his talent, Gil assembled a team, 
competed and won a build-off on the Car Warriors TV show. 

Ever have a question about your BMW now you can… Ask Gil !
I want to Ask Gil 
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Cheap Thrills
  By Mario Villar 

“BMW M Track Days.”  When you see this ad for a 
location near you, I urge you to consider attending 
one of the best bargains in Motorsports.  I just 
attended this program at Homestead-Miami 
Speedway with my oldest son.  He is not an auto 
enthusiast and had rejected my prior offers to 

attend other manufacturers’ events.  He now says he wants to be a race car 
driver when he grows up (he better hurry as he is getting close to 40). 
Despite finding out he had a broken right foot the day before (he was 
in pain throughout the event with only an ace bandage wrap and 
Advil), he nevertheless had a blast. Where else can you drive the latest M 
cars fast while burning someone else’s gas, tires and brakes for $250 for a 
half-day session (the 2-day M School taught at the BMW Performance 
Centers in either South Carolina or California run $3,999 less 15% BMWCCA 
discount)?  

M Track Days are being held for a week at a time at 5 race tracks around 
the United States (Homestead was the second event of 2017; see 
https://mtrackdays.bmwusa.com/ for schedule).  BMW provides a light 
breakfast followed by a classroom session lead by a BMW driving 
instructor.  Following classroom instruction participants break into 
groups (they try to assign you to a group with similar skill levels) and 
proceed to rotate to the various exercises/events.   

Our event started with a timed autocross session on a very tight 
course (driving M4s).   This was followed by a drag race ending with 
heavy braking between a set of pilons.  The Homestead participants 
were the first to drive the new 2018 M550i xdrive.  This beast is faster 
than the current M5 with 456HP/480LB-FT of TQ and a 0-60 time of 
3.4 seconds.  There were two lanes to drag race and we did it on the 
M550i, an X6M, an M6 Gran Coupe and an M6 convertible (won some 
races and finished others beyond the braking zone; nothing like drag 
racing someone else’s $90-$120k+ cars).  

Next came my favorite sessions, lead-follow 
an instructor on the 2+ mile road course.  
First, we did several laps each on M2s (the 
DCT transmission is unbelievably fast, way 
faster than I am with a 6 speed). All shifts 
were at or very near redline, with speeds  

way over a hundred in the straights, but we could hardly notice as we had to concentrate to keep up with 
our instructor.  The instructors coach you via a radio in each car by looking in their rearview mirror (amazing 
skills).   

Next came several laps on the M3s, with the competition package and 444HP and carbon ceramic brakes.  
Having close to an extra 100 HP on tap over the M2s does wonders for your straightaway speeds and 
adrenaline levels (or maybe it was just fear).   We finished  with a hot lap  with our instructors  (3 students 
per M3). We tried to take a video with our phone, but it was impossible to get it to work with all the burning 
rubber, sliding and drifting through corners. It was a humbling lesson on how unskilled we were (but everyone 
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had a huge smile on their faces when they got out of 
the car).  Highly recommended! 

MARIO (& CAROL) VILLAR reside in the Cape Coral area and are active in the Naples/Ft Myers area 
with FSC BMW CCA.   

Groit’s Car-Care 
Tech Session… Just for 
FSC Members & Guests 

If you have been to a national or regional event recently then you likely have seen Nick Griot or one of the 
other members of the Griot’s Garage team. They have actively supported the BMW club for years, and as we 
all know they make some of the best car care products around!  In an effort to go grass roots, the folks 
at Groit’s have a plan to bring the popular car care tech sessions that they conduct on a national level to 
the members and guests of Florida Suncoast BMW CCA! 

The program is engaging and informative. 
Attendees will get detailing secrets from Griot’s 
experts, lay their hands on their products 
during interactive car care demonstrations and 
get the scoop on the newest Griot's Garage 
products.  Car care schools will be modified to 
fit each chapter’s needs, including: available 
time, knowledge level and specific goals.

We have a lot in common - and like us Groit’s 
wants the very best for our cars.  Best of all 
Griot’s makes taking care of our rides a matter 
of pride and enjoyment.   

Watch for Dates/Locations coming soon so you can experience the experts at Griot’s Garage. 
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Shiny Cars Enhance Relationships! 
OR 

Will you Attend the FSC / Groit’s Car Care Clinic? 
By Hans-Joachim Krenz 

I'd just like to share a few things that I think you need to know before you accept the FSC invitation to a Griot’sGarage 
Car Care Clinic…. here's my story.

My wife LaDonna and I retired to SW Florida five years ago, after having 
lived for forty years in the Pacific Northwest, the home of Griot's Garage. 
Our home was within thirty minutes of GG's "flagship store" (the former 
Coca-Cola bottling plant) in Tacoma, Washington.   

Now, given the misty, drizzly, cloudy, and cool weather in the NW part of 
the country, our car club, the PNW region of PCA America, ran "tech days" 
in the winter months.  These were very informative events at various 
automotive establishments ranging from race team garages to restoration 
shops and, yes, even Griot's Garage. 

Uncharacteristically, my wife allowed me to drag her to the Griot's event 
with the promise of coffee and donuts served by Mr. Richard Griot himself.

It was when our group followed Mr. Griot into his Car Care School (no kidding, this is a multi-bay garage that features 
everything you might need to Concours detail a car) that LaDonna's interest was piqued.  In the bay sat a black, 1980's 
911. It was a really nice car, but up close the paint just didn't look right.
The Griot's crew, all detailers for various Pebble Beach entrants, taped off an
18"x18" area of the 911's hood and invited us all to run our hands over the finish.
LaDonna's reaction was "Ewww! Gross!" and a close look at the paint under a
special, bluish LED light revealed serious crazing, swirls, and little zits in the paint.
Her terrified question to me was "does my Miata's paint look like that?"  I knew I
had a good thing going and just shrugged.

Now the detailers went to work.  First a rich lather of Griot's car wash was applied 
with a soft microfiber wash mitt followed by a quick rinse.  Following a quick rub 
with a clay bar using Griot's Speed Shine as a lubricant, the group was again invited 
to feel the paint.  LaDonna ran her hand over the finish, said "better", and turned to me asking, "Do you have any of that 
stuff?"  Me:  "Ah, no."  "Well, get some", she says! 

Next, the crew brought out a Griot's random orbital polisher and four bottles of polish, ranging from mildly aggressive to 
finish level.  After each level of polishing, we again were asked to feel the paint, and each time the finish was just a little 
better.  And each time, I got the same question "ya got any of that?" or "have one of those?"   Each one of my negative 
answers was met with the same response, "well, you're buying that."  Hmm, I was beginning to get the hang of this! 

And, so it went -- from random orbital polisher to carnauba wax to paint sealant and lug nut cleaning attachments.  I 
even bought a set of horse hair dust removal brushes as well as a hose attachment that allows you to layer a shaving 
cream-like foam over the entire vehicle to soak and soften road dirt prior to washing.  And to utilize all these products, I 
needed the Griot's Garage rolling car wash bucket!  No, seriously, I did! 

But the pièce de résistance was a rolling cart for the garage to keep all these tools and products at the ready. 

We finally rolled out of Griot's, my car filled-to-capacity with Griot's car care tools and products.  The next day, I detailed 
LaDonna's 8-year old Miata testing out all my new Griot's stuff.  The car was simply stunning, and she was thrilled.  
Happy wife, happy life! 
Fair warning!  If you choose to attend the FSC Griot's event, prepare to be impressed! 

HANS-JOACHIM AND LADONNA KRENZ have been active members of the Naples/Ft Myers FSC group since 
settling in the North Port, Fl area.   
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Tampa Monthly Meeting 
Tampa area members responded in force to the 
last-minute location change when Carrabba’s 
double-booked on our meeting dates.  Not to 
fear, CAFÉ PONTe in Clearwater came to our 
rescue.  And oh, what a rescue!  Chris Ponte and 
staff did a marvelous job hosting our 
meeting.  Everyone raved about the 
atmosphere and the menu.  The service and the 
food was, as they say, par excellence! 
With twenty-plus in attendance members, new 
members and guests shared conversation and 
stories throughout the evening.  VP Frank Mann 
and BOD Dennis Johnston presented three (3) 
exciting events coming-up for July, August 
and September.  Watch your web-
announcements for more details for: 
• A Unique Automobile Experience -  Tampa Bay Automobile Museum Tour, July 8th
• Saturday Morning at The Dali -  August 12th
• Morning with the Classics -  September 16th

Volunteers for each event are needed.   If you are willing to volunteer for an event(s) please indicate your willingness 
in the comments section of the RSVP.
Stan Dale spoke about the efforts to resurrect the BMW Corral at the 12 Hours of Sebring.  Watch your email for a 
special report on Sebring. 

Annual Road Trip to woody’s 
About 20 nomadic souls made the trek out to 
Woody’s at St. James City (in Pine Island) for lunch
on Saturday at June 17th.  As always this place just
brings out the best in everyone.   What can I 
say…good friends, good food and good music…we had 
a blast!  
The Road Trip takes us on a scenic drive to Pine Island 
to the southern-most point at St. James City.  Once 
we cleared the Cape Coral traffic and crossed the 
drawbridge at Matlacha the world’s problems 
seemingly disappeared for a few hours and father-
time stood  still.   The  drive  takes  you  back to a less  
crowded   environment  and  meanders  through  tiny  clusters of homes on the back-water.  Ah, seaside living can be so

simple!  
Everyone seemed to enjoy a leisurely lunch and great conversation.  
Jim & son, Bruce Baker described the “hunting trip” that resulted in 
Jim’s purchase of a pristine 6 series.  Mario Villar spoke 
about participating in Track Days at Homestead with his son.  
Hans-Joachim Krenz talked about his upcoming Euro-
delivery in September.  Bree Hamsher detailed the upcoming “Rack

Day”, July 15th at PERFORMANCE MOTOR WERKS. 
After lunch we hung-out on the dock overlooking the waterside 
marina and sang-along to some great music… shorts, tee shirts, 
flip flops and sun glasses. Just chillin’!
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PERFORMANCE MOTOR WERKS

OWNER Monte Hamsher, BMW Master Technician 

Invites all FLORIDA SUNCOAST BMW CCA members for 
“Rack Day” on Saturday, July 15th, 9 -11am 

We are growing at Performance Motor Werks and have added another lift in our

shop.   Now we can take care of more customers, so come and check us out.  

3903 DR. Martin Luther King Blvd. 
Unit 1, Suite 1, Fort Myers, Fl 33916 

WWW.PERFORMANCEMOTORWERKSFL.COM   
239.208.7370

Want to see all the cool stuff 

under your hood… 

from the bottom-side? 

Come check us out on July 15th, at 9 am.
 Enjoy Coffee, Doughnuts & Car Talk 

    Give your BMW a lift and take-a-peek! 
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Photo Credit: Vertualissimo 

Your address right here...at a cost to the Chapter... 
Why not consider GOING GREEN...Please see 

instructions on how to change your CCA Account 
designation.  See the article in this issue.  

Help us, Help you GO GREEN!

Florida Suncoast Chapter BMWCCA, Inc. 
13014 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Suite #135 
Tampa, FL  33618

HAVE A COMMENT OR SUGGESTION FOR A 
STORY OR JUST WANT TO SPEAK YOUR MIND? 
SEND THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR AN E-MAIL AT: 

NEWSLETTER@FSCBMWCCA.COM




