
Greetings Gulf Coast Chapter! 

As I write the newsletter this quarter the timing happens to coincide with the July 4th holiday. There 

are many reasons to celebrate and enjoy the freedoms we hold dear. From the brave patriots we 

have learned about as we grew up to the modern day patriots who ensure we still get to enjoy those 

freedoms today, I am reminded that our freedom is not really free. With great sacrifice and persever-

ance we have the wonderful country we call The United States of America, the Land of the Free and 

the Home of the Brave! 

Whatever your plans may be for this Independence Day, I wish you health and happiness. I will be 

taking a little drive and enjoying the wonderful sites we have here along the Gulf Coast and celebrat-

ing this great republic we have the privilege to live in. I hope I see you out and about.  
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While we haven’t seen any real photos of the 8 Series without any camouflage, we can tell that the final production car will 

borrow many of the design cues from the concept. But since we’ve known of the new BMW 8 Series’ existence, and after see-

ing this concept, enthusiasts have been begging to know about the upcoming BMW M8. Well, here’s your first look at it.  

WORLD PREMIERE: BMW M8 Pre-Production — It’s Finally Real 
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8-Series, News | May 27th, 2017 by Nico DeMattia  

BMW recently debuted a fully-functioning, yet heavily camouflaged, BMW M8 as part of the support program for the Nür-

burgring 24-hour race. The M8 on display is a pre-production prototype but it gives us a real hint of what the final car will 

actually look like. Many typical M car features are present, such as massive front air intakes and quad exhausts. 

“The conception and development of the standard BMW 8 Series and the M model run in parallel,” said Frank van Meel, 

President BMW M Division. “The future BMW M8 will build on the genes of the 8 Series and augment its DNA with added 

track ability and generous extra portions of dynamic sharpness, precision and agility. It all flows into a driving experience 

that bears the familiar BMW M hallmarks and satisfies our customers’ most exacting requirements.” 

We’ve gotten no specs as of yet, so we don’t know what sort of engine or power figures the M8 will have. We feel as if it 

could go in one of two directions. It could either get the same S63 4.4 liter twin-turbo V8 as the F90 BMW M5 or maybe 

the same 6.6 liter twin-turbocharged V12 as the BMW M760i. They both make around the same 600 hp, so either way it 

would be properly quick. The original BMW 850CSi, and prototype M8, had a V12 engine and it seems that as BMW’s flag-

ship it should have its biggest engine. On the other side though, the new S63 V8 is just as powerful and significantly light-

er, allowing the M8 to handle better and have sharper steering. So it will be interesting to see which engine it gets. It will 

be awesome either way, though.  

Alongside the standard BMW M8 will come the BMW M8 GTE, the race car that will spearhead the brand’s return to Le 

Mans. “The BMW M8 GTE development programme for our Le Mans comeback is in full swing,” says BMW Motorsport 

Director Jens Marquardt. “Developing a new racing car is always exciting, and in the case of the BMW M8 GTE the antici-

pation is that much greater still. We can’t reveal any pictures yet, but I can promise you that the BMW M8 GTE will look 

spectacular. We are planning an initial roll-out for the first half of this year and are looking at giving the car its race debut 

in the Daytona 24 Hours in late January 2018.”  

We don’t know what will power the M8 and we don’t know how it will drive. But we can tell that it will look good. The pro-

portions are all right, the shape is powerful and elegant and many of the details from the stunning concept remain. Need-

less to say, we’re excited about the BMW M8.  

http://www.bmwblog.com/2017/05/26/video-bmw-teases-new-m8-coming-tomorrow/
http://www.bmwblog.com/category/models/8-series/
http://www.bmwblog.com/category/latest/
http://www.bmwblog.com/author/nico/
http://www.bmwblog.com/2017/05/24/new-f90-bmw-m5-details-emerge-event-belgium/
http://www.bmwblog.com/2017/05/13/video-bmw-m760li-xdrive-reaches-top-speed-less-30-seconds/
http://www.bmwblog.com/2017/05/23/video-bmw-850csi-petrolicious/
http://www.bmwblog.com/2017/05/22/original-bmw-m8-prototype-remarkable-thing/


We have all seen the videos and maybe even poked fun at the endless barrage of Mustang drivers that leave car shows and wreck their 

rides. Sometimes bystanders are injured or even killed as a result. The truth is, it can happen to anyone in any car and it is the direct result 

of not being a responsible and safe driver. Here is a story from Selmer Tennessee about a couple of cars leaving a car show then deciding to 

show off a bit as they were leaving. 

SELMER, Tenn. (AP) - Cars for Kids has staged a charity car show for 18 years in this small town, and the drivers always do 

crowd-pleasing burnouts - spinning the tires to make them heat up and smoke - at the end of the parade. 

There had never been an accident until this weekend, when pro drag racer Troy Warren Critchley lost control of his car and six 

people lost their lives. 

The six victims were in their teens and early 20s, Tennessee Highway Patrol spokesman Mike Browning said. Saturday's wreck 

injured at least 20 others, including a 5-year-old boy, who were taken to hospitals in Tennessee and Mississippi. 

The Highway Patrol scheduled a news conference for Monday to talk about the accident investigation. 

Witnesses questioned the decision Sunday to let the driver speed down a highway with no guard rails, lined on both sides by 

hundreds of spectators. 

"It ain't really safe to do anything with drag cars on a city street," said 19-year-old Garett Moore, who said he was about 15 

feet away from the wreck, but was uninjured. "They shouldn't have done it." 

Amateur video of the crash, broadcast on WMC-TV in Memphis, showed the car's engine revving loudly before the vehicle sped 

down the highway. After a few hundred feet, the smoking car skidded off the road and into the crowd. 

Critchley, an Australian drag racer now based in Wylie, Texas, suffered minor injuries and was taken by car to a hospital, au-

thorities said. No criminal charges have been filed against Critchley, Browning said. 

There was a short guard rail along part of the highway, but not along the stretch where the crash occurred. 

Nick Staples, who was at the event with his wife and three children, said he was standing 20 feet from where the car plowed 

into the audience. 

"There should have been guard rails," Staples said. "But even if there had been, it wouldn't have mattered." 

Mourners placed small votive candles, flowers, teddy bears and a ceramic angel at the crash site, located along state Highway 

64 near the intersection with Highway 45. 

The Highway Patrol said Raven Griswell, 15, of Finger, and Sean Michael Driskill, 22, of Adamsville, died at the scene. Four 

others - Brook L. Pope, 20, of Selmer; Scarlett Replogle, 15, of Selmer; Kimberly A. Barfield, 17, of Adamsville; and Nicole 

Griswell, 19, of Selmer, died in hospitals. 

Authorities closed the festival after the crash. 

Cars for Kids holds several events throughout the nation and raises close to $200,000 annually for charities that help chil-

dren in need, according to its Web site. 

The charity was formed in 1990, two years after founder Larry Price's son, Chad, suffered a severe head injury in a bicycle 

accident. Price promised that if his son was saved from lifelong injuries, he would spend the rest of his life raising funds for 

disabled children, according to the Web site. 

Price said he hoped to keep the charity going, but he wouldn't do any more burnouts on public streets.  

Safety First: How not to leave a car meet 
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Cars & Coffee Ft. Walton  

Every 2nd Saturday 10-12  

Behind Starbucks at Santa Rosa 

Mall  

340 Mary Esther Blvd, Mary Esther, 

Fl. 32569  

Cars & Coffee Tallahassee  

Every 3rdSaturday 8-10:30  

Texas Roadhouse  

3131 Capital Circle Northeast  

Tallahassee, FL  

Cars & Coffee Pensacola  

Every 4th Saturday 8-10  

Behind Mellow Mushroom  

5175 Bayou Blvd, Pensacola, FL 

32503  

 

Upcoming Events  

 

The Southern Accent is a publication of the Gulf Coast Chapter of the BMW Car Club of Amer-

ica, Inc. The club is in no manner affiliated with BMW AG or BMW of North America. None of 

the information contained herein bears factory approval unless otherwise noted. The infor-

mation supplied is provid-ed by and for the use of club members. Any ideas, suggestions, and 

technical opinions expressed are those of the authors without authentication by, nor liability 

to, the editors or the officers of the club.  

Disclaimer 


